
 



Outline 

• Moreton Bay Region 
– Amalgamated Regional Council 

– 4 Major Activity Centres 

– Area of 2037 sq km 

– 380,000 people / over 500,000 by 2031 

– More than 50% of the working population commute 
outside the region and 80% use cars 

• The Project 
– 12.6 km of Dual Track Rail 

– 6 new stations 

– Full length cycleway / pathway 

– Connecting infrastructure  



MORETON BAY RAIL LINK PROJECT 



The Queenslander – 1889 

 

   Public Meeting resolved to  

    

   “take steps towards securing 

railway communication with 

Brisbane” 

 

   “a vote of thanks to the 

chairman brought a very 

pleasant meeting to a close” 

Its been a long ..... long ..... journey 



•   

   Brisbane Courier – 1924 

 

   Notice regarding the Royal 

Commission on Public 

Works to take evidence on 

the proposal to construct a 

railway to Redcliffe 



 

   Redcliffe Herald 1974 

    
    “An initial government report said a 

link from Petrie to Redcliffe would 
not be warranted until 2000” 

    

   “The committee managed to 
convince the Government that this 
survey was based on wrong 
assumptions and the railway will 
now be built by 1984” 

 

   “The railway commissioner 
estimated the line would cost 
$100,000 not including resumptions 
and rolling stock” 



  Redcliffe Herald – 1983 

 

    “The Redcliffe Rail Link will be 

operational well within 10 

years according to State 

Transport Minister Don Lane” 

 

   “He said the cost of 

construction, electrification and 

rolling stock would be $27m” 



More Recent History 

• 2004: 

– Concept Design (Refined in 2008) 

• 2009: 

– Council commitment (budget announcement) 

– Infrastructure Australia submission  

• 2010: 

– picked up under Nation Building Program 

– commitment by three levels of Government 

– completion of the “Reference Design” 

– start of “Business Case” 







 



Getting it Across the Line 

• Leadership by Council 

– Council played a pivotal role 

– An amalgamated Council helped 

– Politics is very important 

• Having “skin in the game” 

– $2m - submission to Infrastructure Australia 

– Transferred to Nation Building Program 

– $105m contribution to final project (10%) 



Moreton Bay Rail Link: Local Area 

Planning Study 



Local Area Planning 

• Around each of the 6 stations 

• Joint Council / State Govt project 

• Objectives: 

– contribute to nation building outcomes 

– ensure better development framework for 

station precincts 

– assist with delivering TOD/TAD outcomes 

– assist with detailed planning for walking, 

cycling, public transport and vehicle access  



LAP Outcomes 

• Broader Outcomes 

– Temporary Local Planning Instrument 

– Preferred Station Functionality  
• Park and Ride  

• Transit Oriented Development 

– Traffic / Transport Modelling 

• Better Options for End of Line Station 

• Local Planning Scheme Amendments 



 



 



Station Concept Design 



 









Observations 

• Complex project delivery structure 

• The status of the “Reference Design” 

• Tendency to fall back to delivering: 
– 12.6 km of rail and 6 stations 

• Need to continually refocus on: 
– Delivering the Project Vision 

– Delivering Nation Building Outcomes 

– Delivery of vital connecting infrastructure 

• Structure of the Steering Committee 
– All about delivering a major project 

– Needs to be more about delivering an outcome 


