RESOLUTIONS

1 City of Newcastle, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly:
1. Notes with disappointment that Local Government remains unrepresented on
the National Cabinet and requests that First Ministers review the decision to
exclude Local Government from the national decision-making table;
2. Recognise the importance of having local government representation on
National Cabinet and the value of partnerships with councils in achieving the
objectives of the National Cabinet and the national reform agenda; and
3. Includes a representative from the Australian Local Government Association
on the National Cabinet, to ensure local government’s interests are strongly
represented at the national level.

2 South Burnett Regional Council, QLD and Shellharbour Council, NSW - Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to restore
funding for local government Financial Assistance Grants to a level equal to at least
1% of Commonwealth taxation revenue.
3 Cootamundra Gundagai Regional Council, NSW

Withdrawn

The National General Assembly calls on the federal government to undertake a
review of the current financial distribution arrangement of the Financial Assistance
Grants (FAGs) with the purpose of developing a formula which will redistribute the
funds and increase the amount currently apportioned to regional and rural local
government areas across the nation for a fairer share.
3 Forbes Shire Council, NSW

Carried

That this National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to not vary
the financial distribution of Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) until the FAGs level
is increased to 1% of Commonwealth tax revenue.
4 Maroondah City Council, VIC

Carried

That this National General Assembly calls upon the Federal Government to provide
a one-off increase in the amount of Financial Assistance Grants made to Local
Government for the 2021/22 year in recognition of the substantial costs incurred and
revenue losses for all Councils as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
financial impacts of the resultant Federal, State and Territory Government
restrictions imposed to mitigate the spread of the disease.
5 Tenterfield Shire Council, NSW

Carried

1

The National General Assembly call on the Australian Government to provide grant
funding to Regional and Rural Councils in advance and not in arrears so as to avoid
impacting unfavourably on such Councils’ cash flow.
6 Frankston City Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly call on the Australian Government to:
•

Increase in real terms its financial assistance to local government to ensure that
Councils can continue to provide the necessary financial support to local
businesses and the community for its economic recovery in the face of the
continuing impacts of COVID-19; and

•

Reverse its decision to exclude employees of subsidiary organisations to local
government from any future JobKeeper payment support that may be necessary
for businesses significantly affected by the coronavirus (COVID‐19).

7 Brimbank Shire Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to partner with
respective State and Territory Governments, as well as Local Government Areas
(LGAs), to establish and administer dedicated Jobs and Skills Partnerships for LGAs,
to help create local job pathways, align and improve employment, skill, and learning
outcomes for local communities across Australia in response to COVID-19. Local
Jobs and Skills Partnership would be responsible for the review, coordination and
monitoring of Federal, State and local government efforts and resources, including
social services, libraries and neighbourhood houses, right through to schools, TAFE,
and higher education; as to ensure meaningful pathways are identified and created
to employment on local infrastructure projects, as well as with relevant industries that
require labour and will provide future job opportunities across respective regions.
7A Wyndham City Council, VIC

Carried

That this National General Assembly call on the Federal Government to partner with
State and Territory Governments and Local Governments, to roll out nationally a
locally coordinated place-based employment services program for disadvantaged job
seekers under the New Employment Services Model (NESM), including in particular
support for refugees and humanitarian entrants who require Enhanced Services
delivered through employment services providers under the NESM.
These national enhanced employment services are proposed to build on the recent
Regional Employment Trials, administered by the Federal Department of Education,
Skills and Employment, which have shown success in using a place-based approach
to draw on local stakeholder expertise in developing employment projects,
coordinated by local government.

8 City of Melbourne, VIC

Carried
2

That the National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to
implement a funding program directed through local government to support those in
sectors most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. In seeking support, the NGA
advises that the new funding program should:
1. Be separate to, and provide funding above and beyond that offered by, Financial
Assistance Grants.
2. Require local government to directly employ local people in the arts,
entertainment and events industries, noting these are heavily impacted
industries that have been least supported by the JobKeeper program due to a
high instance of casual and contract labour, and which have been overlooked by
significant stimulus funding from the Commonwealth Government.
3. Recognise the ability of local government to expend stimulus funding efficiently
and fairly.
4. Place a focus on the importance of creative practitioners in developing solutions
in local communities as part of economic recovery and community development.
9 Tenterfield Shire Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to either cease
the practice of expecting Council co-contributions when applying for Federal
Government Grants or allow Council’s in-kind contributions to be eligible as the cocontribution from Councils.
10 Central Highlands Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to introduce
funding opportunities for regional airports to offset reductions in income due to the
COVID-19 pandemic to ensure regional communities are not further disadvantaged.
11 Albury City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on Australian, State and Territory
Governments to:
•

harmonise legislation, regulation, policies and practices to mitigate the financial
and social impacts of anomalies on border communities across the nation, and

•

adopt a national approach to management of the COVID-19 pandemic to
eliminate the closure of State and Territory borders.

12 Bendigo City Council, VIC

Carried

That this National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to address
the economic hardship people in rural and regional areas are experiencing due to
the unique combined impacts of COVID-19, unprecedented bushfires, long running
drought and/or flooding by providing additional support for recovery.
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That this relief include:
a. Initiatives targeting the tourism and creative industries
b. an evaluation of and response to the youth and gender impacts of COVID-19
c.

initiatives that will boost jobs and long-term community resilience to climate

d. restoration of funding for local government Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs)
to a level equal to at least 1% of Commonwealth taxation revenue.

13 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Lost

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a
permanent Disaster Levy as an income tax levy, to establish a funding base to
empower Local Government to support our communities with resilience and disaster
recovery.

14 Bellingen Shire Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to release the $4
billion in unallocated Emergency Response Funds to the 537 State and Territory
Local Government Councils across the nation to increase local community capacity
to implement sustainable and effective community disaster recovery, preparedness
and resilience initiatives.
15 Bega Valley Shire Council, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly call on the Federal Government to audit, report
on, and hasten financial relief to those who have applied for bushfire relief.
16 Bega Valley Shire Council, NSW

Carried

That this National General Assembly of Local Government call on the
Commonwealth and states and Territory Governments to ensure that ALGA, State
Associations and local Councils are appropriately represented on advisory groups
and projects linked to the new National Resilience, Relief and Recovery Agency
being established by the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet to ensure that
both local government local and community voices are heard in the important work
that will be led by this agency.
17 Nillumbik Shire Council, VIC

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to work closely
with state and local government to develop appropriate implementation frameworks
and make available greater funding – either through the extension of its Smart Cities
and Suburbs program or a new initiative, to enable local governments and their
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communities to implement the latest networking and monitoring technology in their
efforts to improve bushfire preparedness and climate resilience.
18 Balonne Shire Council, QLD

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to include a
'pandemic' under the definition of an 'eligible disaster' under the Disaster Recover
Funding Arrangements (DRFA) Guidelines to enable local government costs to be
claimed in line with other 'disaster' events.
19 Lake Macquarie City, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide
funding and resources for circular economy capability building and support for the
development of Circular Economy Action Plans for local government.
20 Penrith City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on Australian Government to fund and invite
industry and local government representatives to establish a National Waste and
Resource Recovery Working Group to develop clear standards and guidelines for
the management, storage, and collection of resource recovery material from all
development types (residential, commercial, industrial and mixed-use).
21 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly expresses its support for Federal Government
investment in a jobs-rich conservation and land management stimulus package as
part of the economic response to COVID-19.
22 Maribyrnong City Council, VIC

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to provide
sector wide non-competitive grants for Local Government to implement Urban Forest
Strategies and landscape restoration projects.
23 Lockyer Valley Regional Council, QLD

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish
a mechanism to enable the provision of funding and resources to local governments
in order for them to review the Environmental Impact Statements of Major Projects
assessed in accordance with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999.
24 Mitcham Council, SA

Carried
5

That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to investigate
the environmental impacts of artificial turf and more environmentally appropriate
alternatives for sporting surfaces.
25 Maribyrnong City Council, VIC

Carried

That this National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to:
• formally recognise we are in a state of climate emergency;
•

appoint a Minister for Climate Change/Emergency to champion climate change
efforts across the country

•

establish a National Climate Change Taskforce to enable a whole-of-government
approach to climate action

•

commit to actively work with Local Government, industry and communities to:

•

reduce waste production,

•

set a zero emissions target

•

support the development of renewable energy industries

•

provide incentives to all sectors to change to more efficient technologies

•

significantly increase urban vegetation cover and rehabilitate degraded rural
environments

• increase support for households to access energy efficient demands

26. Yarra City Council, VIC

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to establish a
funding stream for local governments to support their efforts in climate adaptation
and mitigation in their local communities.

27
Paroo Shire Council, QLD
Carried
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to develop a
revised Carbon Farming Initiative (Program) that is able to adapt to local community
circumstances to maximise its intended benefits and minimise any cumulative and
unintended negative consequences.
28

Randwick City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly of Local Government calls on the Australian
Government to:
Support a just transition to an environmentally and socially sustainable economy and
society by:
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a. upholding the Sovereignty demands of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people expressing Inherent Custodial Rights to protect land, water, sky, culture
and community;
b. transitioning to net zero emissions by 2050;
c. developing policies across the economic, environmental, social,
education/training and labour portfolios needed to provide an enabling
environment for enterprises, workers, investors and consumers to drive the
transition towards an environmentally sustainable and inclusive economy and
society; and
d. integrating provisions for a just transition into national plans and policies for the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and national environmental
and climate change action plans.

29 Lockyer Valley Regional Council, QLD

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to consider a
range of alternate water sources when determining the eligibility of projects under
the National Water Infrastructure Development Fund grants scheme in order to
ensure water security for communities and industry across Australia.
30 Mildura Rural City Council, VIC

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government for a review on
how low the environmental water allocation became and how we move to rectify this
oversight.
31 Central Highlands Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal and State Governments to
provide a funding stream aimed to tackle drought mitigation projects that will also
provide positive outcomes for firefighting purposes and managing stock routes.
32 Leeton Shire Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to protect
national food security and the sustainability of regional irrigation communities by:
•

acknowledging irrigation communities were purposefully built by governments to
feed and drought-proof the nation

•

acknowledging the unintended adverse impacts on regional communities of
certain water policy decisions and the operation of water trading markets

•

acknowledging that the nation’s primary producers are adept at using water
efficiently and responsibly

•

providing enhanced water access for general security water holders in regional
communities who depend on the availability of this water for their livelihoods
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•

ensuring decisions foster diversity in agriculture and value adding industries

•

reviewing and adjusting timelines for the completion of Murray-Darling Basin
projects and plans such as the Murray-Darling Basin Plan Sustainable Diversion
Limit Adjustment Measures (SDLAM) Projects and Water Sharing Plans.

33 Melbourne City Council, VIC

Carried

That the National General Assembly seeks the express support of the Minister for
Energy and Emissions Reduction and Treasurer for new resources direct to regional
groupings of Councils to implement programs that accelerate renewable energy
procurement and energy efficiency upgrade projects, especially those that bring
Councils, businesses and other organisations together to collectively work towards
achieving zero carbon emissions.
34 Town of Gawler Council, SA

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to amend the
National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (NGER) Framework to establish a legal
definition of what is required to buy renewable electricity via the electricity grid and
claim 100% renewable electricity use and zero emissions. This will establish marketbased accounting for renewable electricity, create a single nationally consistent
method that applies to electricity and renewable electricity consumption and prevent
double counting for all customers including for councils, seeking legally assured,
clearly defined and fairly priced renewable electricity.
35 South Burnett Regional Council, QLD

Carried

That this National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to consider a
consistent National Energy Policy approach and legislation that ensures responsible
investment in renewable energy projects.
36 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide
employment opportunities nationwide to support Cultural Burning (Indigenous fire
management) as a resilience strategy. This would take the form of a core jobs
program, amalgamated with conservation management.
37 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Lost

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to enact
legislation to:
1. Exempt hazard reduction burns and the construction of APZs (asset protection
zones) from any limitations within Acts or Regulations which restrict any
authorised authority from doing so.
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2. Repeal or create an easement over any section of a National Park where part of
the Park falls within a 200m APZ and vest the management of that land in the
local Council.
3. Require private land holders (including Aboriginal Land) to create and maintain a
parkland-like cleared area of 200m to act as an APZ at the interface with any
urban development requiring an APZ.
4. Require any Government Authority who manages forested areas to properly
maintain and improve the construction of fire trails.
5. Consider the construction strategic fire breaks though forested areas including
National Parks of a similar width to a major electricity easement.

38 Randwick City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly of Local Government calls on the Australian
Government to:
1) acknowledge that Local Government across Australia continue to demonstrate
strong leadership in support of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples by
undertaking a range of actions across the nation such as:
a) supporting the Uluru Statement from the Heart which calls on the Australian
people to walk with First Nations in a people’s movement for Voice, Treaty,
Truth.
b) by endorsing the Uluru Statement and sharing this support by publicly
displaying the Uluru Statement and putting up posters in prominent locations
throughout local council areas; and
c) encouraging all Councils to register support for the Uluru Statement from the
Heart on the website https://www.1voiceuluru.org/
2) calls on the Australian Government to support Constitutional Recognition for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the key principles of the ‘Uluru
Statement from the Heart’.
39 Darebin City Council, VIC

Carried

That this National General Assembly call for the establishment of an appropriate
advisory structure and/or representative voice to Local Government comprising of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples from across Australia to ensure that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have a say about Councils’ decisions
that affect them and to guide Councils’ broader work relating to First Nations
peoples, truth telling, sovereignty, treaty-making and addressing systemic racism.
40 East Arnhem Regional Council, NT

Carried

The National General Assembly (NGA) calls on the Federal, State and Territory
Governments to commit to nationally consistent recognition of Indigenous Local
Government Councils as an Aboriginal controlled entity across Australia at all levels
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of Government. Indigenous Local Government Council being a Local Government
Council with a majority representation of both Elected Officials and Constituency of
Indigenous Australians.

41 Darwin City Council, NT

Carried

That this National General Assembly
a) Calls on Australian Local Government Association, as the lead member and
advocacy body for Local Government in Australia to develop a Reconciliation
Action Plan for the Australian Local Government Association.
b) Calls on the Australian Government to fund a national Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Cultural Awareness and Safety Training Program for all Local
Government Elected Members and Council Staff as an act of reconciliation
between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the wider Australian
community.

42 Newcastle City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Commonwealth Government to:
1. Endorse the ‘Racism Not Welcome’ campaign, headed up by former Socceroos
Captain, SBS commentator and human rights campaigner, Craig Foster, at the
national level, as a symbol of Australia’s commitment to multiculturalism,
inclusivity, and the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
2. Partner with peak national bodies, including the Federation of Ethnic
Communities’ Councils of Australia, the Refugee Council of Australia, and the
Inner West Multicultural Network, to implement the ‘Racism Not Welcome’
campaign on a national level.

43 Inner West Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on all Councils:
1. To note that the #RacismNotWelcome campaign was created by the Inner West
Multicultural Network (IWMN) as a grassroots anti-racism campaign for local
Councils and communities to create safe places;
2. To endorse the #RacismNotWelcome campaign; and
3. To write to the Prime Minister and relevant Minister/s to:
a. Express grave concern at the rise of racism in Australia;
b. Request funding be made available to Councils to support the rollout of the
#RacismNotWelcome campaign.
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44 Isaac Regional Council, QLD

Carried

That this National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to urgently
conduct an Inquiry and engage rural communities to assess the effectiveness of the
2019 Stronger Rural Health Strategy, and in particular, to identify any anomalies in
the strategy that are symptomatic of the diversity of rural Australia and its health.
45 Lake Macquarie City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to investigate
and explore a partnership between local government and Headspace National Youth
Mental Health Foundation to ensure young people in rural, remote, isolated and
public transport-deprived areas gain access to appropriate and relevant youth mental
health services.
46 Glen Innes Severn Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly (NGA) calls on the Australian Government to:
1. Formulate a Liveability Plan for Regional Australia and to take immediate action
to manage and ultimately eliminate the Mental Health issues currently affecting
young people living in Regional Australia.
2. Make a lasting and meaningful commitment to provide sustained financial
support to proven intervention services or directly to Councils to assist in local
programs or engage external services such as Youth In-search.
The Liveability Plan should urgently address the following significant issues, which
are being felt so extensively throughout Regional Australia:
•

Healthcare;

•

Mental Health;

•

Connectivity;

•

Housing Availability;

•

Traineeships and Apprenticeships for youth.

•

The expansion and assistance with Renewable Energy projects, which will
inject significant employment into Regional Australia.

47 Blacktown City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to ensure that:
1. local government receives an appropriate and equitable share of Federal arts and
cultural funding
2. local councils are recognised as arts organisations and made eligible to apply for
all funding opportunities.
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To support this campaign, the National General urges councils across Australia to
adapt the ALGA arts and culture position statement and assist with joint advocacy.
48 Penrith City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to continue to
invest in arts and culture stimulus programs (including capital investments) to ensure
this sector of the economy can rebuild and that investments reach local
communities.
49 Broken Hill City Council, NSW

Carried

That the Federal Government provides funding for the development of state and
territory wide Museum Strategies and provide sufficient resources to ensure cultural
heritage led vibrancy, collection care and local storytelling initiatives are supported,
developed and maintained for communities throughout the nation.
50 Leeton Shire Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to improve the
welfare of migrants and resolve the labour shortages affecting businesses and
industries in rural and regional Australia by:
1. Revising the visa regime to grant work rights to all bridging visa holders
2. Granting amnesty to undocumented workers, specifically undocumented farm
workers.
51 Tweed Shire Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to provide a
significant and transformational funding stream for regenerative landscape
management as an economic stimulus and job creator, that is easily accessible for
rural landholders (including consideration of US and EU models of farm payments) to
maintain and restore rural lands and provide the large scale change that is required
to mitigate the increasing natural disasters that Australia is experiencing with Climate
Change.

52 Yarra City Council, VIC

Carried

That this Assembly resolves that:
a) the Federal Government's revised rate of the Jobseeker payment of $44 per day
is considered inadequate and will result in millions of Australian citizens being
unnecessarily trapped in poverty as after 25 years with no increase to the
incomes of unemployed Australians an increase of just $3.57 per day above the
previous rate of the Newstart payment is insufficient;
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b) it supports the demands from the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS)
“Raise the Rate for Good” campaign for:
I. an increase to the base rate of JobSeeker Payment by at least $25 a day, and
ensure everyone receives at least $65 a day;
II. ongoing indexation of payments in line with wage movements at least twice per
year; and
III. establishment of a Social Security Commission to advise the Parliament on the
ongoing adequacy of income support payments; and
c) member Councils be encouraged to register as Organisational Supporters of the
ACOSS “Raise the Rate for Good” campaign

53 Maribyrnong City Council, VIC

Carried

That this National General Assembly call on the Federal Government to fund a
permanent and ongoing increase to the JobSeeker Payment and Youth Allowance to
above the poverty line.
54 Brimbank City Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to retain and
expand the JobKeeper and JobSeeker Programs, to support ongoing response and
recovery efforts to the COVID-19 Pandemic throughout local communities for at least
the duration of 2021.
55 Lockyer Valley Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide
support for the concept of a universal entitlement to aged care that recognises the
preference of many community members to stay in their own home and in their own
regions. This support should ensure an equitable standard of aged care support
across the nation.
56 Central Highlands Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to collaboratively
develop relevant models of aged care for rural and remote areas.

57 Maribyrnong City Council, VIC

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to have the
Aged Care Amendment (Staffing Ratios Disclosure) Bill 2019 re-presented & brought
into legislation.
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58 City of Boroondara, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to maintain the
current volunteer management activity (VMA) funding arrangements for all volunteer
support agencies and to increase the allocation in the next Federal Budget, as
volunteering is key to keeping people feeling connected and supplied with essential
services and critical support, particularly vulnerable, isolated and disengaged
residents, at a time of high unemployment.
59 Liverpool City Council, NSW

Lost

That the National General Assembly call on the Federal Government for a national
consultation process involving all levels of government, that will provide the
opportunity to re-assess and implement new planning controls that will ensure the
delivery of future Pandemic Safe Housing and Development.
60 Brimbank City Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to invest in social
and affordable housing, working in partnership with state, territory and local
governments to meet local demand and deliver post-pandemic economic stimulus.

61 Darebin City Council, VIC, Fremantle City Council, WA, Mount Isa City
Council, QLD, Randwick City Council, NSW, City of West Torrens, SA Carried
The National General Assembly calls on The Australian Government to sign and
ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

62 Orange City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to take action to
make local communities and workplaces safer and more inclusive for women,
including by:
•

fully responding to the 55 recommendations in the Australian Human Rights
Commission’s Respect@Work report of the National Inquiry into Sexual
Harassment in Australian Workplaces 2020

•

lifting public funding for the prevention of gendered violence to world’s best
practice

•

working with State and Territory Governments to introduce legislation to promote
gender equality and require gender equity audits of government practices at all
levels of government.
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63 Isaac Regional Council, QLD

Carried

That this National General Assembly of Local Government calls on the Australian
Government to urgently implement Recommendations 1 and 2 of The Senate
Economics Reference Committee December 2020 Final Report on the Inquiry into
the indicators of, and impact of, regional inequality in Australia.
Recommendation 1 recommends the Australian Government fundamentally reexamine its regional infrastructure spending plan and make an expanded
infrastructure programme the basis for its stimulus plan for Australia’s economic
recovery from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic; and
Recommendation 2 recommends, in order to achieve the most appropriate response
for regional investment, the Australian Government undertake a series of round table
consultations with:
•

Commonwealth departments and agencies;

•

State and local governments;

•

Regional associations; and

•

Community organisations.

64 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to undertake a
nationwide educative project on cybersecurity, in particular to help protect vulnerable
members of our community against online fraud.
65 Orange City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly recognises the significant value to Australian society
of regional TV news bulletins; and calls on the Australian Government to review and
implement changes to relevant legislation to ensure commercial regional
broadcasters are required to produce significant local bulletins.
66 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to implement a
formal transparent framework of contacts for Local Government to liaise effectively
with Federal Government partners.
67 Broken Hill City Council, NSW

Carried

That the Federal Government provides funding to financially support local councils in
the restoration and remediation of local cemeteries that have been severely
damaged from climatic conditions and drought.
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68 Tenterfield Shire Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide grant
funding to assist Councils deal with the costs incurred in correcting historical errors
in mapping of actual roads so that ratepayers do not have to meet these costs.

69 Newcastle City Council, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to:
1. Note that in some jurisdictions, Councillors, Mayors and Lord Mayors are not
entitled to the Superannuation Guarantee Contribution, despite Councillors being
paid the appropriate superannuation entitlements in other jurisdictions;
2. Note that this sets a poor community standard and sends the wrong message to
the community, given that superannuation should be a universal system to
support all workers in Australia; and
3. Rationalise the Superannuation system for elected representatives from the local
government level and ensure that all Councillors across Australia receive the
Superannuation Guarantee Contribution.

70 Litchfield Council, NT

Carried

The National Assembly calls on the Commonwealth Government to facilitate the
harmonisation of Long Service Leave (LSL) laws in Australia which would provide all
States and Territories with a consistent set of LSL laws. This regulatory
inconsistency should be addressed through an intergovernmental agreement vis-avis Work Health and Safety laws, to enable governments from each State and
Territory and the Commonwealth to formally commit to the harmonisation of LSL
laws. The intention is to harmonise these laws (including the Regulations that
underpin them) to deliver the same LSL entitlements to all Australians.
71 Leeton Shire Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to hold a
referendum to amend the Constitution to recognise local government as an
important, legitimate and essential element in Australia’s system of government.
72 Mildura Rural City Council, VIC

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to both increase
Financial Assistance Grants overall, and address the rural and metropolitan rates
divide that results in an imbalance in the capacity of rural councils to service
communities and rural ratepayers to service rates.
Amendment by City of Melbourne agreed.
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73 Mitchell Shire Council, VIC

Carried

That the National General Assembly advocate to the Federal Government, and in
particular the Minister for Local Government, for an increase in the Financial
Assistance Grants to support local governments to deliver a range of services
including roads maintenance.
74 Wakefield Regional Council, SA

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to work with
state/territory Local Government Grants Commissions across Australia, to ensure
the allocation of federal road funding is distributed to local governments in
accordance with the National Principles of horizontal equalisation as required by the
Local Government (Financial Assistance) Act 1995.
75 Liverpool City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly request that the Federal Government investigate a
forward funding acquisition scheme that will enable local governments to provide
infrastructure supporting the development of national assets; and that the
investigation also consider funding opportunities through a value capture process or
increased funds generated in the existing tax regime due to higher land values and
transaction volumes associated with areas of major infrastructure delivery.
76 Penrith City Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to invest in
nation building projects where it can be established, they will facilitate better road
and transport connections between cities and with regions around Australia. The
criteria for these projects should be based on the economic opportunities they create
for freight and passenger movement, migration, service provision and business
support, as these are known to contribute best to our national productivity. This
motion has been developed in collaboration with the Lachlan Shire Council and will
be submitted jointly.
77 Central Highlands Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to implement a
centrally funded aviation security mechanism that includes all airports providing
domestic flights.
78 Broken Hill City Council, NSW

Carried

That the Federal Government ensures an adequate provision of charging points for
electric vehicles in regional areas in order that regional areas are not deprived of the
opportunity to purchase vehicles and also to ensure that people living in metropolitan
areas can travel to regional and remote areas. Once the use of electric vehicles
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gains momentum, regional Australia should not miss out on tourism due to not
having adequate charging bays.
79 Mitchell Shire Council, VIC

Carried

That the National General Assembly call on the Federal and State Government to:
• Develop a clear long-term investment pathway for major social infrastructure and
accompanying health, community and educational services in outer urban
growth areas
•

Call for an equitable and consistent allocation of funding announcements that
focuses on emerging communities in outer urban growth areas

•

Prioritise the planning and early funded delivery of community services and
infrastructure in emerging communities, in order to avoid the costly, and often
inadequate, retrofitting of emerging communities.

80 Bega Valley Shire Council, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly urges the Environment Minister to better
monitor and enforce relevant company membership of the Australian Packaging
Covenant Organisation.
81 Shellharbour Council, NSW

Carried

That this National General Assembly of Local Government call on the Federal
Government and Opposition to commit to net zero carbon emissions by 2050 in line
with the 2015 Paris Agreement.
82 Central Highlands Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) to take
the lead in maintaining and providing assets for flood modelling / forecasting
purposes in regional areas.
83 South Burnett Regional Council, QLD

Carried

That this National Assembly calls on the Federal Government to fund ABC
transmission black spot sites to ensure coverage for all communities in the event of
Natural Disaster.
84 Parkes Shire Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to initiate a
"Natural Disaster Preventative Measures Fund" to provide financial assistance to
Local Government for planning mitigation strategies for extreme natural disaster
events.
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85 Shoalhaven City Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to accept and
implement the recommendations of the Royal Commission on National Natural
Disasters pertaining to an enhanced role for the Commonwealth in coordinating the
established levels of state, territory and local council response, and affording
Commonwealth assistance as requested by established local and state authorities.
This will ensure a national response to emergencies that will facilitate our
communities’ resilience following disasters.
86 Central Highlands Regional Council, QLD

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the federal government to commit increased
funding to proportionately enhance regional connectivity to the digital economy.
87 Tamworth Regional Council, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to investigate
the failings of the National Broadband Network in rural and regional Australia and the
exorbitant cost of connection for some businesses and residents.

88 Hobart City Council, TAS

Carried

The National General Assembly calls upon the Australian Government to ensure a
fair balance is made between the requirements of telecommunications carriers to roll
out 5G technology and the protection of public spaces from undesirable
infrastructure proliferation as has occurred in other jurisdictions.
89 Cowra Shire Council, NSW

Carried

That this National General Assembly of Local Government calls on the Federal
Government to institute discussions with all telecommunications providers, as a
matter of priority, with a view to rapidly bringing services in regional and rural areas
of Australia up to standards comparable with those in metropolitan areas.

90 Tamworth Regional Council, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to ensure the
current review of the National Medical Workforce Strategy, and in particular how a
“District of Workforce Shortage” is determined when allocating Medicare Provider
Numbers, provides flexibility and opportunities for Medical Practitioners and
Specialists to relocate to regional and rural communities so that they are not
disadvantage in the delivery of adequate and essential medical services.
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91 Leeton Shire Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to dedicate
funds to increase drug and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation options in rural and
regional areas as a matter of priority.
92 Parkes Shire Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the State and Federal Governments to
invest further in social and affordable housing.
93 Moreland City Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to take action to
strengthen the delivery of social and affordable housing across Australia by:
•

Matching the direct funding being put forward by the States and Territories in
Australia which are investing in social and affordable housing.

•

Preparing a National Housing Strategy.

94 Darebin City Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to take action to
strengthen the delivery of social and affordable housing across Australia by:
•

Preparing a National Housing Strategy

•

The National Housing Strategy to encourage nationally consistent approaches to
State and Territory Planning legislation to facilitate Inclusionary Zoning for
Affordable Housing, as a tool that can be utilised by Governments and
metropolitan

and growth Councils (and any Councils where they so choose) to require affordable
housing contributions as part of private development.
95 Byron Shire Council, NSW

Carried

The National General Assembly asks that all levels of government work together to
investigate ways of making the delivery of affordable and accessible housing easier.
We ask that the Federal Government consider:
a) investing more money into social housing,
b) reviewing the impact of current tax arrangements like negative gearing on
housing affordability,
c) reviewing the effectiveness of rental assistance in its current form,
d) increasing the grant percentage of the National Housing and Infrastructure
Finance Corporation finance from 20% to 50% to local councils,
20

e) implement a national RAPID program, supported by state and local governments
to address homelessness,
f)

where appropriate, donating crown land to be used for the provision of social and
affordable housing,

g) changing policy and regulatory settings to better support and fund councils in
addressing the affordable and accessible housing crisis in the Northern Rivers
Region and other areas throughout the country. This could include enabling
controls on existing housing that is kept empty for visitor accommodation, for
example in Byron Shire, where approximately half the residential rental stock,
over 3,500 properties, are listed, 80% whole houses and most are available year
round for short term holiday letting,
h) exploring supporting councils to directly facilitate development through planning,
the provision of land and financial levels such as subsidies.
96 Liverpool City Council, NSW

Carried

That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to recommit to
genuine partnership between three levels of Government in the City Deal model, and
commit resources to progress stalled negotiations; reconcile real progress against
planned outcomes such as in the Western Sydney City Deal; and leverage the
learnings from the current City Deals to inform improved and replicable models for
future Deals.
97 Northern Midlands Council, TAS

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to consider the
implementation of additional Regional Deals throughout the country.

98 Salisbury City Council, SA

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to provide funding
support to Councils across Australia for conducting citizenship ceremonies that have
become a significant cost burden to local communities for undertaking a role on
behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia.
99 Darebin City Council, VIC

Carried

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Local Government
Association to establish an advisory structure or mechanism formed with people with
expertise from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to inform its work
relating to cultural diversity and inclusion and have a say about decisions that affect
them and guide Councils’ broader work relating to multicultural communities.
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100 Wattle Range Council, SA

Lost

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Taxation Office to consider
introducing a unique tax-free threshold for elected member allowances of $50,000.
101 City of Canterbury Bankstown, NSW

Carried

That this National General Assembly call on the Federal Government to reverse its
2014/15 decision to withdraw funding to pensioners and reinstate the 5%
contribution towards the pensioner rate rebate.
102 Leeton Shire Council, NSW

Carried

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to develop and
implement a weed management plan to protect agricultural land from incursions of
well-established weeds such as Fleabane (Conyza spp.) and Silverleaf Nightshade
(Solanum elaeagnifolium) in order to maintain the productivity of agricultural land and
ensure the sustainability of regional communities by acknowledging that:
•

Some well-established weeds are resistant to standard registered herbicides
including Glyphosate

•

Limited state and federal funding is provided for the control of such weeds under
the Biosecurity Act 2015 through the General Biosecurity Duty

•

the NSW Government Weed Action plan is focused on new and emerging weed
varieties. Many weeds do not meet this criterion and therefore attract no State or
Federal funding for their management.
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u^
Dear Cr $cott
Thank you for your letter of 10 August 2021 concerning resolutions relevant to my
portfolio from your recent National General Assembly. I am sony it has taken me so
long to respond.
I note you have also written to the Hon Bamaby Joyce MP, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development; Senator the
Hon Bridget McKenzie MP, Minister for Emergency Management and National
Recovery and Resilience and Minister for Regionalisation, Regional Communications
and Regional Education; and the Hon Kevin Hogan MP, Assistant Minister to the
Deputy Prime Minister and Assistant Minister for Local Government. They have
responded separately about the motions relating to their portfolios.
The last two years have certainly tested the ingenuity and solidarity of Australians, as
we have together faced drought, bushfires, floods, and the COVID-19 pandemic.
Local governments have shown tme leadership and determination, assisting their
communities and the economy when disasters hit.
Having seen the devastation from the 2019-20 bushfires first-hand on my visit to the
South Coast in January 2020, I wanted to move quickly to get equipment in place
before another natural disaster occurs. As a result, I announced the $37.1 million
Strengthening Telecommunications Against Natural Disasters (STAND) program. It

includes a $7 million program for the deployment of satellite facilities at mral fire
service depots and evacuation centres right across Australia, which can be used in
emergencies to maintain connectivity.

Level 2, 280 Pacific Highway, Lindfield NSW 2070 • T 02 9465 3950
P 0 Box 6022 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 • T 02 6277 7480
paul.fletcher.mp@aph.gov.au • www.paulfletcher.com.au

I extend my thanks to local governments, and to the Australian Local Government
Association, for your continuing service to the sector.
Thank you for bringing your resolutions to my attention.
Yours sincerely

^ (^
Paul Fletcher

?(/(<?/2021
Enc.

Response to motions
Motion 8
That the National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to implement
a funding program directed through local government to support those in sectors most
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. In seeking support, the NGA advises that the
new funding program should:
7. Be separate to, and provide funding above and beyond that offered by, Financial
Assistance Grants.

2. Require local government to directly employ local people in the arts, entertainment,
and events industries, noting these are heavily impacted industries that have been
least supported by the JobKeeper program due to a high instance of casual and
contract labour, and which have been overlooked by significant stimulus funding
from the Commonwealth Government.
3. Recognise the ability of local government to expend stimulus funding efficiently and
fairly.
4. Place a focus on the importance of creative practitioners in developing solutions in
local communities as part of economic recovery and community development.

(Motion also sent to the Hon Kevin Hogan MP)
This motion was moved by City of Melbourne
Response
The Australian Government provided more than $10 billion in wage and cash flow
support to the country's creative and cultural sectors during the COVID-19 pandemic,
according to analysis released by the Bureau of Communications, Arts and Regional
Research (BCARR). The analysis estimates that employees and businesses in cultural
and creative sectors received $10.7 billion from the Government to support their
operations, including $8 billion in JobKeeper payments between April and December
2020, and $2.7 billion in Boosting Cash Flow for Employers payments to early
February 2021.

Motion 17
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to work closely
mth state and local government to develop appropriate implementation frameworks
and make available greater funding - either through the extension of its Smart Cities
and Suburbs program or a new initiative, to enable local governments and their
communities to implement the latest networking and monitoring technology in their
efforts to improve bushfire preparedness and climate resilience.
This motion -was moved by Nillumbik Shire Council
Response
The Smart Cities and Suburbs Program round 1 and round 2 projects have all been
completed. The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and
Communications is assessing the outcomes of the projects.

M^otion 47
The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to ensure that:
1. local government receives an appropriate and equitable share of Federal
arts and cultural funding
2. local councils are recognised as arts organisations and made eligible to
apply for all funding opportunities.
To support this campaign, the NGA urges councils across Australia to adapt the
ALGA arts and culture position statement and assist with joint advocacy.
(Motion also sent to the Hon Kevin Hogan MP)
This motion was moved by Blackto^n City Council
Response
The Australian Government recognises the strong contribution that local councils
make to the arts and culture and will continue to enable local councils to be considered
for program grant funding as appropriate. Arts and cultural funding supports artists
and arts organisations across Australia, including through a number of programs
designed to support regional and remote communities. This support complements
investments by state and local governments to strengthen the arts and culture.

Motion 48
The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to continue to
invest in arts and culture stimulus programs (including capital investments) to ensure
this sector of the economy can rebuild and that investments reach local communities.
(Motion also sent to the Hon Kevin Hogan MP)
This motion was moved by Penrith City Council
Response
The Australian Government will continue to invest in arts and culture stimulus
programs to help rebuild the economy. In 2021-22, the Australian Government is
investing over $1 billion in support through the arts portfolio.
Motion 48.1
That this National General Assembly call on the State Government/Federal
Government to sponsor, promote and support visual and public art projects in local
government areas, across Australia, through a public funding or grants opportunities

that highlight the impacts and challenges of climate change as it is now affecting
communities at a local level.

This motion ^as moved by Maribyrnong City Council
Response
While funding for public art projects is generally provided at the local level, the
Australian Government will continue to support artists and arts organisations that
respond to the issues affecting local communities. Cultural infrastructure projects are
also supported through the Building Better Regions Fund.

Motion 49
That the Federal Government provides funding for the development of state and
territory wide Museum Strategies and provides sufficient resources to ensure cultural
heritage led vibrancy, collection care and local storytelling initiatives are supported,
developed, and maintained for communities throughout the nation.
This motion was moved by Broken Hill City Council
Response
As the motion is requesting the development of state and territory strategies, this
matter falls within the responsibility of the states and territories.

Motion 64
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to undertake a
nationwide educative project on cybersecurity, in particular to help protect vulnerable
members of our community against online fraud.

This motion was moved by Shoalhaven City Council
Response

Through Australia's Cyber Security Strategy 2020:
® the Australian Government is progressing a $4.9 million national cyber
security awareness raising campaign to encourage Australians, particularly
vulnerable members of the community, to protect themselves against cyber
security threats such as online fraud. The campaign will be designed to
complement other government messaging, such as those being conducted by
the Australian Cyber Security Centre (ACSC), and encourages people to visit
www.cyber.gov.au as a one-stop shop on cyber security information.

® The ACSC is providing online cyber security training for older Australians,
families and small to medium enterprises.
® $6.1 million has been provided to IDCARE to bolster support semces for
victims of identity and cybercrime, such as online fraud.

Motion 65
The National General Assembly recognises the significant value to Australian society
of regional TV news bulletins; and calls on the Australian Government to review and
implement changes to relevant legislation to ensure commercial regional broadcasters

are required to produce significant local bulletins.
(Motion also sent to Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie MP)
This motion was moved by Orange City Council

Response
Public Interest News Gathering Program
The Australian Government recognises the importance to local communities of a
strong regional news sector. In 2020, the Government provided $70 million in funding
to 108 regional broadcasters and publishers (including the Australian Associated

Press) under the Public Interest News Gathering (PING) Program. Of the total
funding, five regional commercial television broadcasters shared in $20 million.
The objective of the PING Program is to support regional broadcasters and publishers
to maintain or increase their production and distribution of public interest journalism
in regional communities.
Media Reform Green Paper
In November 2020, the Australian Government released the Media Reform Green
Paper setting out proposed reforms to support the media industry and enhance the
range and quality of services available to Australians. The proposals in the paper
would provide free-to-air television broadcasters with the choice to transition to a
lower-cost operating model, and enable regional broadcasters to seek assistance in
covering the costs of regional news send ces through a Public Interest News Gathering
Tmst.

The Australian Government committed to consulting with industry on each of these
proposals, and the pathway toward a modernised television regulatory framework.
That consultation process is underway, and has brought into focus critical questions
for the free-to-air television sector about the operating models and broadcasting
technologies that would best deliver television services into the future. The Australian
Government will continue working closely with the sector to support any transition,
deliver fit-for-purpose regulation that reflects the diverse media landscape, and
safeguard Australians' access to quality local news.

Motion 83
That this National Assembly calls on the Federal Government to fund ABC
transmission black spot sites to ensure coverage for all communities in the event of
Natural Disaster.

(M^otion also sent to Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie M^P)
This motion was moved by South Burnett Regional Council
Response
ABC services

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) plays a principal role in the delivery
of timely, accurate and relevant information during fires, floods and other natural
disasters or emergencies utilising its extensive radio and television networks and
online services. As the national broadcaster, the ABC maintains close relationships
with Emergency Management Australia, the Bureau ofMeteorology, state emergency
agencies and the Federal Attorney General's Department.

The ABC Local Radio network reaches over 99 per cent of the Australian population
and is the organisation's primary platform for emergency broadcasts. This network is
augmented by the provision of emergency information to digital television viewers via
ABC 1 and ABC News 24, as well as online audiences using ABC websites and social
media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter.
Royal Commission into National Natural Disasters
The report of the Royal Commission into National Natural Disasters

(30 October 2020) acknowledged the important role played by broadcast media,
including the ABC and community radio in their coverage of emergency warnings and
information in the 2019-20 bushfire season.
In its appearance before the Royal Commission, the ABC said that while the
Australian Broadcast Corporation Act 1983 and the ABC Charter do not require the
organisation to assume an official role in emergency broadcasting, it considered this
role to be 'central to the ABC's operations and have the highest property among its
activities9 (page 307 of the report refers).
During the 2019-20 bushfire season, the ABC noted it had significant coverage and
provided emergency warnings to over 950 natural hazardous events. When
telecommunications towers were affected, it relied on its radio services for broad
coverage (the ABC AM network reaches over 99 per cent of the population). Overall
the ABC noted a significant increase in the public use of its services across all
platforms during this bushfire season.

Motion 87
That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to investigate
the failings of the National Broadband Network in rural and regional Australia and
the exorbitant cost of connection for some businesses and residents.

(Motion also sent to Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie MP)
This motion v^as moved by Tamworth City Council
Response

NBN Co Limited (NBN Co) has rolled out the network using the technology best
suited to each area of Australia. This includes the use affixed wireless and satellite to
provide semces in locations that are technically and financially challenging to serve
due to low population densities and the topography of the area (to around eight per
cent of premises).
Outside of major urban areas, NBN Co has deployed fixed-line broadband to around
73 per cent ofpremises, with the remainder served by fixed wireless or satellite
technology. NBN Co provides uniform national wholesale pricing for each
technology.
The network is designed to provide access to peak wholesale download speeds of at
least 25 megabits per second (Mbps) to all premises and at least 50 Mbps to
90 per cent offixed-line premises. NBN Co is implementing plans so the majority of
premises will be able to access wholesale speeds of up to 1 Gigabit per second (Gbps)

by 2023.

Prior to the introduction of the NBN in regional areas, consumers were limited to
copper-based ADSL and other services with a theoretical maximum speed of
24 Megabits per second (Mbps) but which only offered average speeds of around
8 Mbps. ADSL was offered with geographically differentiated pricing. For example,
some providers sell ADSL in regional areas and add a $30 surcharge to the retail price
of its ADSL metre plans.
The Australian Government is supporting NBN Co to increase the access and
affordability ofultrafast broadband to businesses across Australia. Through a $700m
Business Fibre Initiative, NBN Co has created 295 Business Fibre Zones across the
country, offering Enterprise Ethernet, NBN Go's highest grade business product which
provides symmetrical speeds of up to 1 Gigabit per second, at CBD equivalent prices
and at no upfront cost to businesses. Prior to this, businesses in regional areas were
charged at a significantly higher rate than in metropolitan areas. This means wholesale
savings of up to 68 per cent on business grade broadband in some regional areas.
Nationally, 90 per cent of businesses now have access to NBN Co9s Enterprise
Ethernet product at no upfront cost.

Motion 88
The National General Assembly calls upon the Australian Government to ensure a fair
balance is made between the requirements of telecommunications carriers to roll out

5G technology and the protection of public spaces from undesirable infrastructure
proliferation as has occurred in other jurisdictions.
This motion -was moved by Hobart City Council
Response
The Australian Government is committed to Australians having ready access to highquality, reliable and affordable telecommunications services. Telecommunications
services play an important and expanding role in how people in the community go
about their daily lives and how businesses operate. Often, this means new
telecommunications facilities need to be installed to provide those services.
The Australian Government appreciates that people sometimes have concerns about
the rollout of telecommunications infrastructure. These concerns need to be balanced
against the community's need for modem communication services.
To provide these essential services, the Australian Government granted
telecommunications companies powers to carry out certain activities related to the
deployment of telecommunications infrastructure and immunity from some state and
territory laws when doing so. This is known as the carriers9 powers and immunities
framework.

This is a way of balancing the community 9s need to access reliable, affordable
telecommunications services, while making sure that local government and property
owners get a chance to have their say about the deployment of those semces.

The Australian Government is currently considering a number of reforms to the
framework that are intended to improve and better balance the framework., having
considered the interests of both carriers and landowners, such as local government
authorities.
We would encourage local government authorities to continue engaging with the
Australian Government on these reforms. Your feedback is critical to informing the
Australian Government on whether the proposals strike the right balance between
carrier and landowner interests, and facilitates consideration of further adjustments or
alternative reforms.

Background
Telecommunications companies have powers under Schedule 3 of the
Telecommunications Act 1997 (the Act) to access land to inspect, install 'low-impacf
facilities, and maintain telecommunications facilities, and immunity from some state
and territory laws when doing so, such as planning laws.
Low-impact facilities are those that:
® are essential to the efficient operation of telecommunications networks
® have low visual impact, and
• are unlikely to cause significant community disruption during installation or
operation.

These laws encourage telecommunications companies to roll out networks using
components that fall within strict type, size, colour and location limitations. For
example, telecommunications companies use these powers to install pillars and
antennae used to deliver landline and mobile communications semces to the
community.

Telecommunications companies are also prevented from installing low-impact
facilities in areas of environmental significance. These types of areas can include areas
that may be declared as having environmental significance in Commonwealth
legislation, a listed international agreement, designated for nature conservation, or if
the area includes a place, building or thing entered in a heritage conservation registers,
or if the area is identified as being of significance to an Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander person, in accordance with their traditions.
The Australian Government expects telecommunications companies to engage with
communities in a meaningful and sensitive way about proposed deployments. The

Industry Code for Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment 0564:2020 (the Industry
Code) sets out processes that mobile carriers should follow when installing low-impact
facilities. The Industry Code is designed to ensure that stakeholders are advised before
a mobile phone base station is constructed, and that council and community views are
taken into account.

Approvals for the installation of free-standing towers and poles to support
telecommunications equipment for mobile phone base stations or fixed wireless
internet generally fall under the relevant State and Territory planning laws.
Telecommunications companies are required to follow the processes for community
and local government consultations set out in the relevant State or Territory planning
scheme. The application of state planning laws to new towers and poles ensures local
communities have a say in the construction of a proposed facility, just as they would
with any other major construction activity. Concerns about a state or territory's
planning scheme should be raised with the relevant state or territory government. The
Australian Government is not involved in local or state government planning
processes.

Motion 89
That this National General Assembly of Local Government calls on the Federal
Government to institute discussions with all telecommunications providers, as a

matter of priority, with a view to rapidly bringing services in regional and rural areas
of Australia up to standards comparable with those in metropolitan areas.
(Motion also sent to Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie MP)
This motion was moved by Cowra Shire Council
Response

The Australian Government has committed $380 million (GST Excl) to the Mobile
Black Spot Program (MBSP) with more than 1,270 mobile base stations funded under
Rounds 1 to 5A, of which 950 have been built and are now on air. The Australian

Government has committed $80 million (GST Excl) to the next round (Round 6) to
commence during 2021-22.
The Australian Government is also improving digital connectivity through the

Regional Connectivity Program (the RCP) where it has committed $183 million (GST
Incl) to initiatives that will improve connectivity in regional and remote Australia,
including $117.4 million announced under Round 1 of the RCP; and an additional
$65.6 million for a second round. Furthermore, the Australian Government is
providing $68.5 million (GST Excl) to improve telecommunications mfrastructure

across Northern Australia through the RCP ($41.4 million) and the MBSP
($25.1 million).
The Australian Government has also announced the $18 million (GST Excl) Mobile

Network Hardening Program (MNHP) with Stage 1 of the program providing
$13.2 million (GST Incl) in Australian Government funding to the mobile network
operators to improve network resilience by upgrading battery backup power at 467
base stations funded under Rounds 1 and 2 of the MBSP. The Australian Government

has also committed $16.4 million (GST Excl) to establish the Peri-Urban Mobile
Program (PUMP) to improve mobile connectivity in bushfire prone areas on the periurban fhnge of our major cities.

The Australian Government is supporting NBN Co Limited (NBN Co) to increase the
access and affordability ofultrafast broadband to businesses across Australia. Through
a $700m Business Fibre Initiative, NBN Co has created 295 Business Fibre Zones
across the country, offering Enterprise Ethernet, NBN Go's highest grade business
product which provides symmetrical speeds of up to 1 Gigabit per second, at CBD
equivalent prices and at no upfront cost to businesses. Prior to this., businesses in
regional areas were charged at a significantly higher rate than in metropolitan areas.
This means wholesale savings of up to 68 per cent on business grade broadband in
some regional areas. Nationally, 90 per cent of businesses now have access to
NBN Go's Enterprise Ethernet product at no upfront cost.

Motion 96
That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government to recommit to
genuine partnership between three levels of Government in the City Deal model and
commit resources to progress stalled negotiations; reconcile real progress against

planned outcomes such as in the Western Sydney City Deal; and leverage the
learnings from the current City Deals to inform improved and replicable models for
future Deals.

(Motion also sent to the Hon Kevin Hogan MP)
This motion ^as moved by Liverpool City Council
Response
The outcomes of each City Deal are captured in an Annual Progress Report.

ATTACHMENT A
Motion related to funding and resources for circular economy capability building and support
I am encouraged to see local governments seeking to build action plans and capacity to transition to circular economies, and I congratulate the
Lake Macquarie City Council on their leading work in this space. While no federal funding is available to local governments for the
development of circular economy plans, the Australian Government has made record investments in the waste and recycling industry and is
building capacity for the circular economy by driving a $1 billion transformation of our waste and recycling industry.
It is expected that over $800 million dollars of new infrastructure all around Australia will be established through the Recycling Modernisation
Fund which local governments are able to access. To advance Australia’s circular economy the Australian Government has invested $26 million
in the National Product Stewardship Investment Fund. The fund has led to the establishment of Australia’s first Product Stewardship Centre of
Excellence as well as supported an additional 20 product stewardship projects which will service Australia. The government has also recently
announced a Food Waste for Healthy Soils Fund which will provide additional organics recycling infrastructure across Australia. Local
governments can access this fund to build local capability.
I would encourage local governments developing circular economy action plans to consider the targets outlined in the National Action Plan and
relevant state and territory plans, as well as opportunities highlighted in CSIRO’s Circular Economy Roadmap for Plastic, Glass, Paper and
Tyres.
Motion related to the National Waste and Resource Recovery Working Group
The Australian Government is committed to setting a sustainable path for Australia’s recyclable waste. A national Resource Recovery Reference
Group (RRRG) was established in 2020 to provide advice and help guide the implementation of the National Waste Policy Action Plan. This
group includes representatives from government (including the Australian Local Government Association), industry and the not-for-profit
sector. Environment Ministers have also agreed to work collaboratively to improve the harmonisation of municipal waste collection, including to
develop a national implementation roadmap that will consider standards and specifications for municipal solid waste collection and recovery
across Australia. The Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment will continue to provide regular updates to local governments
through ALGA, as this road map and associated recovered material standards and specifications are developed.
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Motion related to Australian Government investment in conservation and land management stimulus package as part of the COVID-19
recovery
The Australian Government is investing more than $1 billion for the current phase of the National Landcare Program, being delivered from
July 2017 to June 2023. The program is delivered in partnership with governments, industry, and communities to protect and conserve
Australia’s water, soil, plants, animals, and ecosystems, as well as to support the productive and sustainable use of these valuable resources.
There are around 6,000 groups, including Landcare groups, farming systems groups, and Indigenous land management groups across Australia
supported directly or indirectly through the National Landcare program. This includes direct grants for on-ground conservation work as well as
through partnerships with the 50 service providers across Australia under the $450 million Regional Land Partnerships Program. This ongoing
investment through the National Landcare Program plays a significant role in assisting regional communities recover from COVID-19, while at
the same time contributing to the protection and improvement of our natural resources.
The National Landcare Program is complemented by other initiatives that invest in our local communities. In 2019–20, the
Australian Government provided funding through the Communities Environment Program to approximately 108 local government entities for
218 projects with a combined value of $3.2 million (GST excl.). The majority of these projects addressed habitat enhancement, revegetation and
weed control.
Motions relating to urban forest strategies and impact of urban heat
Local governments generally carry responsibility for urban forests planning and initiatives within their own jurisdictions, with some interaction
with state planning controls. The Commonwealth Government may administer grant rounds, such as under the previous 20 Million Trees
Programme, where urban forest projects may be eligible (noting the Commonwealth’s responsibilities for environmental matters relate to matters
of national environmental significance). The Environment Minister is typically responsible for such programmes, however the Cities and/or
Urban Infrastructure Minister may also occasionally administer initiatives with relevance for urban forests.
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Motion related to the Environmental Impact Statements of Major Projects assessed in accordance with the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
Almost all major projects would also require state or territory approval through an environmental impact statement (EIS) process. In general,
only one EIS would be prepared for purposes of both approvals. Providing capacity and resourcing for local governments to consider EIS for
major projects, is largely a state and territory matter. If funding was provided, it should be targeted on matters related to matters of national
environmental significance and in particular, providing local knowledge about species, World Heritage properties and Ramsar sites.
An independent review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) was conducted by
Professor Graeme Samuel AC and completed in October 2020. The final report of the review is available epbcactreview.environment.gov.au.
The Review did not make any recommendations to provide resources or funding to local governments to support reviewing Environmental
Impact Statements for EPBC Act assessments. However, it made a range of recommendations to improve the operation of EPBC Act
assessments and approvals. The Australian Government is adopting a staged program of reforms to the EPBC Act informed by the Review.
This includes implementing single touch environmental approvals to reduce duplication in environmental assessment and approval processes.
Motion related to environmental impacts of artificial turf and environmentally appropriate alternatives for sporting surfaces
The Australian Government’s $167 million Australian Recycling Investment Plan includes $20 million for new product stewardship schemes.
My Product Stewardship Priority List identifies products and materials considered to be most in need of a voluntary product stewardship
approach. It is reviewed and updated every 12 months. In November this year, the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment will
seek nominations from the public for items to be considered for inclusion on the 2022–23 list, which could be updated to include new products,
such as artificial turf.
Motions related to National Waste and emissions reduction
The National Waste Policy outlines the ambitious targets adopted by all of Australia’s governments to reduce waste across Australia.
The Australian Government provides national leadership to reduce Australia’s waste generation and improve resource recovery rates through the
National Waste Policy Action Plan 2019 (the National Action Plan). The National Action Plan presents targets and actions to implement the
2018 National Waste Policy, which was agreed by Australia’s Environment Ministers and the President of the Australian Local Government
Association.
Matters relating to carbon emission, energy efficiency and investment fall under the responsibility of the Hon Angus Taylor, Minister for Energy
and Emissions Reduction.
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Motions related to climate change, adaptation and mitigation
The Australian Government is providing national leadership on adaptation and building climate resilience for future generations. The Strategy,
to be developed and released ahead of the 26th UN Framework Convention on Climate Change Conference of the Parties in November this year,
will provide a roadmap for Australians to better understand, monitor and respond to the physical risks of our changing climate, based on the best
available science and information. The Strategy builds on the government’s inaugural 2015 Strategy and reaffirms the agreement by the
Council of Australian Governments’ Select Council on Climate Change that all levels of government, businesses, communities and individuals
have important, complementary and differentiated roles in adapting to the impacts of climate change. Recognising the strong synergies between
climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction and resilience, the new Strategy will also complement and support the implementation of the
detailed strategies in the National Disaster Risk Reduction Framework.
All states and territories and many local governments now have some form of adaptation plan. The Australian Government looks forward to
working in partnership with all levels of government, business, and the community, to implement the new Strategy and ensure it supports and
reinforces existing actions and priorities.
Motion related to the environmentally and socially sustainable economy and society
The Australian Government is adopting a staged program of reforms to Australia’s national environmental law, the EPBC Act, to ensure it is fit
for meeting the challenges facing our natural environment. On 16 June 2021, I released ‘A pathway for reforming national environmental law’
and a ‘Proposed timeline for EPBC Act reforms’ which together describe the priority reforms underway and the government’s staged approach
to reforming Australia’s national environmental law. These documents will guide the government as it engages with stakeholders to deliver
meaningful and enduring reform informed by the recommendations of the recent independent review of the EPBC Act conducted by
Professor Graeme Samuel AC. These documents are available at: environment.gov.au/epbc/about/environmental-law-reform.
The government’s first priority is to deliver single touch environmental approvals underpinned by national environmental standards and strong
assurance. Single touch approvals will reduce duplication in environmental approval processes while new national environmental standards will
add clarity about the environmental outcomes that these processes need to deliver. This will improve the operation of Australia’s national
environmental law and strengthen environmental outcomes. The government has further committed $2.7 million to undertake a pilot regional
plan for a priority development region to both help protect important environmental assets and give business greater certainty, and $0.5 million
to continue stakeholder engagement on modernising and strengthening the protection of Indigenous cultural heritage. Subsequent phases of
reform will build on these important early steps, taking into account the recommendations of the EPBC Act Review.
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Motion related to the Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation
Membership of the Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation (APCO) is voluntary. APCO reports on its memberships to Environment
Ministers annually. Information about APCO memberships is also publicly available and can be found on the APCO website (apco.org.au).
Currently APCO has over 1500 members that represent the whole of the packaging supply chain.
Companies can choose to join APCO and report under the Australian Packaging Covenant to meet their obligations under the co-regulatory
arrangement for managing used packaging, or they can report to the relevant state or territory government under legislation enacting the
National Environment Protection (Used Packaging Materials) Measure 2011 (NEPM).
The Australian Government has recently undertaken an independent review of the Used Packaging NEPM and the Covenant and will be working
with states and territories to respond to the review recommendations.
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Response to ALGA motions

Motion 29
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to consider a range of alternate
water sources when determining the eligibility of projects under the National Water Infrastructure
Development Fund grants scheme in order to ensure water security for communities and industry
across Australia. This motion was moved by Lockyer Valley Regional Council


The Australian Government is investing $3.5 billion through the National Water Grid Fund
(NWGF), formerly the National Water Infrastructure Development Fund. This investment
supports Australia’s agricultural and primary industry sectors, builds resilience and drives
growth in regional economies. The National Water Grid Investment Framework sets out the
objectives and eligibility criteria for investment through the NWGF. The National Water Grid
Authority (NWGA) works closely with the states and territories to implement the Investment
Framework. Further information on the Investment Framework and how local governments
can work with state and territory governments is in the attached Working in Partnership
factsheet or on the NWGA’s website, nationalwatergrid.gov.au.

Motion 29.1
The National General Assembly calls on State/Commonwealth Governments to make funding available
to develop innovative solutions for alternative water sources to provide for water security. This motion
was moved by Central Highlands Regional Council


As outlined in response to Motion 29, the Australian Government, through the NWGF, is
investing in a range of water infrastructure solutions that are increasing water security and
availability in regional Australia. The Investment Framework outlines that this can include
investment in regional pilot projects, that seek to assess the merits of innovative water
infrastructure solutions, where these also meet the objectives and eligibility criteria of the
NWGF. Although the NWGA plays an important role in assisting governments with water
infrastructure investments through the NWGF, the states and territories have primary
responsibility in developing innovative solutions for alternative water sources to provide for
water security.

Motion 29.2
That the National General Assembly calls on the Federal and State Governments to invest additional
resources into the CSIRO and other research organisations to further improve available water
purification technology, and then commit funding to establish water purification plants to help
improve water security for communities. This motion was moved by Tamworth City Council


State and territory governments have primary responsibility for regulating and managing
Australian water resources. Local government also plays a crucial role in water management,
particularly managing stormwater, and in some instances water supply and wastewater
treatment. While the Australian Government is not directly responsible for the supply of
water, it provides national coordination, leadership and support to make sure Australian water
resources are sustainably managed.



The CSIRO leads a range of wastewater treatment and water security research initiatives. For
example, they are conducting research into bioreactor design and water banking in the
Murray–Darling Basin to improve drought resilience.



The motion has been provided to CSIRO for reference.
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Motion 30
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government for a review on how low the
environmental water allocation became and how we move to rectify this oversight. Motion was
clarified to ask how the water recovery figure of 2,750 GL was arrived at, and what modelling or
scientific basis the figure has. This motion was moved by Mildura Rural City Council.


The Murray–Darling Basin Authority developed the Murray–Darling Basin Plan 2012 to bring
the Basin back to a healthier and sustainable level, while continuing to support farming and
other industries for the benefit of the Australian community.



The decision on the amount of water recovery required for a sustainable Basin was based on
many lines of evidence, including environmental science, social and economic analysis,
hydrologic modelling and community feedback from 2009 to 2012.



Based on the available evidence, the MDBA recommended a Basin-wide recovery volume of
2,750 GL. This was adjusted in 2018 as a result of the Northern Basin Review and the
Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment Mechanism (SDLAM) projects that achieve equivalent
environmental outcomes with a lower level of water recovery. The water recovery target to
‘bridge the gap’ to sustainable diversion limits is 2,075 GL.



As of 30 June 2021, 2,106.9 GL of bridging the gap water has been recovered. While overall
this is more than the 2,075 GL recovery target, there are some areas with individual catchment
recovery targets that are not yet met – this means 46 GL remains to be recovered across the
Basin to bridge the remaining gap to sustainable diversion limits.



There is an additional target of 450 GL of recovery through investment in more efficient water
infrastructure. More information is available on this program at
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/mdb/programs/basin-wide/off-farm-efficiencyprogram

Motion 31
The National General Assembly calls on the Federal and State Governments to provide a funding
stream aimed to tackle drought mitigation projects that will also provide positive outcomes for
firefighting purposes and managing stock routes. (Motion also sent to The Hon. David Littleproud MP)
This motion was moved by Central Highlands Regional Council


While my colleague the Hon David Littleproud MP, Minister for Agriculture and Northern
Australia, has responsibility for drought support measures, I can report on the On-farm
Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. On 20 April 2021, I announced that the
current $50 million rebate scheme would be extended by a further $50 million Commonwealth
contribution to 30 June 2021.



The scheme helps farmers respond to current droughts as well as prepare for future droughts
by providing rebates of up to 25% for activities such as installation of tanks and troughs
associated with stock watering, water pumps and associated electronic systems to manage
water delivery, desilting dams and drilling new stock water bores.



All states have been provided with the opportunity to reopen the grants to new farmers and I
am pleased to inform you that the Queensland Government is participating in the extension of
the scheme. Further information is available at agriculture.gov.au/water/national/on-farminfrastructure-rebate.
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Response to ALGA motions

Motion 32
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to protect national food security
and the sustainability of regional irrigation communities by:
1. acknowledging irrigation communities were purposefully built by governments to feed and
drought-proof the nation
2. acknowledging the unintended adverse impacts on regional communities of certain water
policy decisions and the operation of water trading markets
3. acknowledging that the nation’s primary producers are adept at using water efficiently and
responsibly
4. providing enhanced water access for general security water holders in regional communities
who depend on the availability of this water for their livelihoods
5. ensuring decisions foster diversity in agriculture and value adding industries
6. reviewing and adjusting timelines for the completion of Murray-Darling Basin projects and
plans such as the Murray–Darling Basin Plan Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment Measures
(SDLAM) Projects and Water Sharing Plans.
(Motion also sent to The Hon David Littleproud MP)
This motion was moved by Leeton Shire Council


Irrigated agriculture and irrigation communities have played, and continue to play, a significant
role in the Australian economy. Australia’s irrigators are among the most efficient in the world.
Australia proudly promotes the achievements of our farmers on the world stage.



Water trading offers flexibility to water users including irrigators to buy and sell water when
they need to. This helps them adjust to changes in water availability, agricultural inputs and
commodity markets. To help ensure water markets do not have unintended adverse impacts,
including on regional communities, the Australian Government commissioned the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission to conduct an independent inquiry into water
markets, and is now working with Basin states to consider the ACCC’s recommendations and
agree on a practical approach to water market reform.



While water allocation frameworks remain the responsibility of Basin states, the Australian
Government has funded transparency initiatives to improve stakeholders’ access to water
information, including information about allocations and how allocation policies work.



I am committed to putting communities and jobs at the heart of the Basin Plan. On
4 September 2020 I announced the $269.6 million Murray–Darling Communities Investment
Package as well as the commitment of no more buybacks. The investment package outlines
the Australian Government’s refreshed approach and commitment to the Basin Plan – it’s
designed to stimulate long-term, sustainable economic growth and to promote innovative
ways to deliver water recovery that supports Basin irrigation communities.



There are three years left to run to the Basin Plan’s 2024 date for the implementation of the
Sustainable Diversion Limit adjustment mechanism projects. My focus is on getting these
projects underway on-ground to help communities, industries, and the environment. These
projects will keep 605 GL of water in productive use and jobs in regional communities.
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Our Ref

MC21-006370

Councillor Linda Scott
President
Australian Local Government Association
Australian Local Government Centre
alga@alga.asn.au
Dear Councillor Scott
Thank you for your letter of 10 August 2021 to the Hon Kevin Hogan MP, Assistant Minister for Local
Government, regarding Jobs and Skills Partnerships for Local Government. As the issues raised fall
within the portfolio responsibilities of the Hon Stuart Robert MP, Minister for Employment,
Workforce, Skills, Small and Family Business, your letter was referred to his office for reply. The
Minister has asked me to reply on his behalf.
The Australian Government’s Local Jobs Program brings together expertise, resources and access to
funding at the local level to help job seekers connect to employment, reskilling and upskilling
opportunities. Following the success of the initial Local Jobs Program, from 1 July 2021, the Program
was expanded to cover all 51 Employment Regions across Australia and extended to 30 June 2025.
The Program has put in place Employment Facilitators in each region to support its delivery.
The Facilitators play a brokerage role in each region by bringing together key stakeholders including
employers, employment services providers, higher education and training organisations as well as all
levels of government to work collaboratively to address the workforce priorities of the region.
The Employment Facilitators also chair Local Jobs and Skills Taskforces, which comprise
representatives from the local region with interest and experience in skills, workforce and local
economic development. They also connect and collaborate with others in the region and meet local
labour market needs. The Taskforces work with stakeholders to develop a Local Jobs Plan that
identifies the region’s key priorities. These plans, available on the program’s website, are designed
to be updated as the region’s challenges and priorities evolve.
The Local Recovery Fund is available to support small scale initiatives that address the priorities
identified within the region’s Local Jobs Plan, supporting upskilling, reskilling and employment
opportunities to meet local workforce needs.
In addition to Local Recovery Fund initiatives, the National Priority Fund supports innovative
solutions to address structural and other barriers with the goal of creating a more effective and
efficient labour market for job seekers, employees, employers and industry as a whole.
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As critical stakeholders in their regions, I would encourage each Local Government to engage with
the Employment Facilitator in their region, if they have not already, to discuss the challenges and
opportunities within their communities. Contact details for Facilitators can be found on the
Department of Education, Skills and Employment webpage at www.dese.gov.au/local-jobsprogram/employment-facilitators.
Yours sincerely

Cary Duffy
A/g Assistant Secretary
Local Jobs and Workforce Branch
24 September 2021

MC21-006270
Cr Linda Scott
President
Australian Local Government Association
8 Geils Court
DEAKIN ACT 2600
Dear Cr Scott
Thank you for your correspondence of 10 August 2021 to the Hon Angus Taylor MP, Minister
for Industry, Energy and Emissions Reduction, regarding climate change policy. The Minister
has passed on your letter to the Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources to reply.
I am responding on the Minister’s behalf.
Australia is committed to the Paris Agreement and is taking practical action to reduce emissions.
The Government released its Long Term Emissions Reduction Plan on 26 October 2021. This is
a whole-of-economy plan to deliver net zero emissions by 2050. The technology-driven plan sets
out the Government’s credible pathway to net zero by 2050 while preserving Australian jobs and
generating new opportunities for industries and regional Australia.
Australia has a strong track record. Our latest inventory shows that emissions are at their lowest
levels since records began in 1990 and that Australia will meet and exceed our 2030 Paris target,
which is to reduce emissions by 26-28 per cent below 2005 levels. The latest emissions
projections show that we are on track to meet and beat our 2030 target by 80-148 million tonnes,
representing a reduction of between 30-35 per cent below 2005 levels. Under a Technology
Investment Roadmap-aligned scenario, Australia is projected to reduce its emissions by as much
as 35 per cent below 2005 levels.
The Government’s Technology Investment Roadmap and yearly Low Emissions Technology
Statements are the cornerstone of Australia’s Long Term Emissions Reduction Plan. The
Government has committed to invest at least $21 billion in low emissions technologies in the
decade to 2030, driving more than $80 billion in total public and private investment and
supporting 160,000 jobs.
The Government has also committed to establish a new $1 billion technology fund to
turbocharge investment in Australian companies to develop new low emissions technology. The
Low Emissions Technology Commercialisation Fund will combine $500 million of new capital
for the Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) with $500 million from private sector
investors. The proposed fund will invest in early-stage and growth businesses which
are commercialising technologies that have the potential to accelerate Australia’s transition to
net zero emissions by 2050.
The Government has a strong record of supporting renewable energy. There has been an
unprecedented wave of investment in renewable energy underway over recent years supported
by the Renewable Energy Target.
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The transition to reliable renewables will be supported through a high-tech expansion of the
Snowy Mountains Scheme and a second interconnector, Marinus Link, between Tasmania and
Victoria. These projects will boost pumped hydro storage capacity and allow more clean energy
to be deployed while maintaining a reliable energy supply.
Over two and a half million – more than one in four – Australian homes now have solar panels
on their roof. In 2020, Australia deployed wind and solar PV at eight and a half times the global
per capita average.
The Government is committed to enabling consumer choice for new vehicle and fuel
technologies. The development of hybrid, battery electric, and hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles is
being driven by global car manufacturers. The number of consumers who choose to buy these
vehicles will rapidly increase as these new technologies reach parity with mature alternatives.
The Government’s Future Fuels Strategy supports people to adopt new technologies where it
makes sense for them to do so, including hybrids, battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell
vehicles.
Yours sincerely

Conrad Buffier
A/g General Manager
Climate Change Policy Branch
2 December 2021

2

