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In 1788 Captain Arthur Phillip rejected Botany Bay and selected Circular 
Quay as the centre of a new colonial capital, Sydney. His little convict 
settlement took advantage of its early foundation to become a cultural 
and intellectual centre as well as Australia’s premier financial district. The 
commercial district has expanded by redevelopment of the former port 
and rail terminal at Darling Harbour, by integration of two major 
universities into the southern fringe of the CBD and by the redevelopment 
of much of the inner North Shore for offices. The addition of tourist icons 
to its scenic harbour side location has underpinned the importance of the 
region as a tourist destination. 

[This region comprises part of the former Sydney Central] 

 

Major centres: 

Sydney, North Sydney, Chatswood 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 357 364 374 385 393 404 1.9% 2.6% 3.0% 2.1% 2.8% 2.5% 2.5% 
No. Households 157 160 164 169 174 180 2.3% 2.8% 2.7% 2.9% 3.6% 2.6% 3.3% 
NIEIR Workforce 230 238 242 246 254 257 3.4% 1.6% 1.5% 3.1% 1.4% 2.2% 2.3% 
NIEIR Employment 222 230 233 236 244 247 3.5% 1.3% 1.4% 3.4% 1.3% 2.0% 2.4% 
NIEIR Unemployment 8.1 8.4 9.4 9.9 9.5 9.9 3.0% 11.6% 5.3% -3.4% 3.9% 6.6% 0.2% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 3.5% 3.5% 3.9% 4.0% 3.8% 3.8% 0.0 0.3 0.1 -0.3 0.1 0.2 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 3.6% 3.5% 3.9% 4.1% 3.9% 3.9% -0.1 0.4 0.2 -0.2 0.0 0.2 -0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 4.6% 4.7% 4.7% 4.6% 4.3% 4.1% 0.1 -0.1 -0.1 -0.3 -0.2 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 5.7% 5.9% 5.6% 5.3% 4.9% 4.6% 0.1 -0.2 -0.3 -0.4 -0.3 -0.2 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 27.5 27.5 27.0 26.6 27.2 26.6 0.0 -0.5 -0.4 0.6 -0.5 -0.3 0.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 20.5% 18.9% 19.8% 20.9% 19.2% 19.3% -1.6 0.9 1.1 -1.7 0.1 0.1 -0.8 
Not In Employment (1) 27.6% 27.6% 28.9% 30.1% 28.5% 29.9% 0.1 1.3 1.2 -1.5 1.4 0.8 -0.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 17,854 17,968 18,643 18,926 19,802 20,404 49,980 49,344 49,905 49,199 50,395 50,517 2.0% 3.8% 
Taxes Paid 5,728 6,066 6,258 6,798 7,144 7,429 16,035 16,658 16,751 17,670 18,181 18,394 5.9% 4.5% 
Benefits 1,057 1,062 1,110 1,077 1,071 1,013 2,959 2,916 2,972 2,799 2,726 2,508 0.6% -3.0% 
Business Income 3,862 4,198 4,699 5,103 5,332 5,308 10,812 11,528 12,577 13,266 13,570 13,143 9.7% 2.0% 
Interest Paid 2,482 2,182 2,053 2,107 2,171 2,159 6,948 5,993 5,496 5,476 5,524 5,346 -5.3% 1.2% 
Property Income 4,555 4,399 4,381 4,499 4,561 4,698 12,752 12,080 11,727 11,695 11,609 11,632 -0.4% 2.2% 
Disposable Income 24,679 24,894 26,269 26,628 27,426 27,807 69,084 68,363 70,318 69,217 69,798 68,847 2.6% 2.2% 
    Rank 13 13 12 12 12 13 2 2 2 2 2 2   
Resident GRP (Local) 33,884 33,467 35,342 36,603 37,365 37,476 121,145 117,971 121,722 122,557 123,603 122,243 2.6% 1.2% 
    Rank 8 9 7 5 5 5 3 3 3 2 2 2   
Industry GRP (Local) 84,784 84,380 90,062 94,269 98,353 98,533 122,316 118,092 124,591 126,236 123,682 122,442 3.6% 2.2% 
    Rank 2 1 1 1 1 1 7 10 8 7 6 6   
Headline GRP 120,506 124,997 130,756 136,958 145,241 149,771 173,851 174,938 180,887 183,400 182,644 186,112 4.4% 4.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 1.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 12.0% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 1.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 8.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 36.9% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 3.6 63 
2016 3.9 63 
2015 4.0 62 
2014 4.2 62 
2013 4.3 63 
2012 4.3 64 
2011 3.9 65 
2010 6.2 64 
2009 6.5 64 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 16.3% 15.0% 14.8% 15.0% 
   Age 20-29 22.8% 24.2% 23.5% 19.5% 
   Age 30-54 41.1% 41.2% 41.8% 44.3% 
   Age 55+   19.8% 19.6% 19.9% 21.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  505 751 1,568 
   Age 20-29  2,789 959 -1,019 
   Age 30-54  3,515 2,911 5,914 
   Age 55+    1,517 1,376 2,842 
Average Annual Growth  2.8% 1.8% 2.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 735.3 8,419.9 2 
    Hi Tech 116.5 979.0 1 
    Info. Tech 65.8 402.1 1 
    Engineering 40.5 813.0 4 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 182.1 34.4 2 
    Hi Tech p.a. 28.8 4.0 2 
    Info. Tech p.a. 16.3 1.6 1 
    Engineering p.a. 10.0 3.3 2 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 19 18 17 17 18 17 18 19 
   Rank 25 26 25 24 25 30 29 26 26 23 23 
Rainfall (mm) 1,142 1,008 854 814 969 1,340 951 665 1,023 1,138 1,010 
   Rank 10 18 20 20 31 13 17 28 16 8 10 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 258 265 270 276 286 296 305 313 320 327 333 340 346 351 357 364 374 385 393 404 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 1,351 1,487 1,389 3 4 5 90.0% 89.1% 71.1% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 858 1,085 927 5 5 10 91.0% 91.2% 55.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 751 729 726 3 3 3 93.2% 85.6% 94.3% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 259 327 264 11 2 21 66.1% 80.1% 64.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 154 160 156 7 6 7 71.5% 70.5% 76.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 19% 17% 37 9 34 74.0% 80.3% 72.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.42 1.76 1.47 37 8 44 74.5% 80.7% 64.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 399.5 483.7 688.3 754.3 865.5 954.8 1182.2 1 5 4.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 87368 90927 104731 129497 143728 144969 137060 9 15 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 4.6 5.3 6.5 5.7 6.0 6.6 8.5 2 5 2.3% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 67153 74249 85323 98971 110064 116975 121818 6 3 2.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 65.4% 59.3% 59.5% 63.4% 67.0% 57.8% 65.6% 3 6 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 94.9% 69.8% 48.6% 56.5% 54.3% 43.1% 35.8% 17 32 -3.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 56.7% 58.0% 62.6% 66.1% 67.6% 68.9% 70.9% 2 2 1.0% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 6.5% 4.8% 11.8% 8.5% 8.6% 4.1% 66 66 -2.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.0 2.0 1.9 67 63 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,288 958 1,287 1,650 1,920 1,809 2,259 2,761 41% 
    Residential Renovations 1,421 485 431 402 395 434 449 578 19% 
    Non Residential 7,259 2,374 1,930 1,880 2,710 3,570 3,337 2,649 47% 
    Engineering 6,866 3,316 3,917 4,185 3,312 2,807 2,927 2,811 -25% 
    Total 18,834 7,133 7,564 8,117 8,337 8,621 8,971 8,798 10% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,228 2,734 3,603 4,533 5,139 4,702 5,749 6,835 30% 
    Residential Renovations 1,394 1,385 1,207 1,103 1,056 1,129 1,143 1,430 10% 
    Non Residential 7,109 6,773 5,402 5,162 7,254 9,280 8,492 6,558 37% 
    Engineering 6,716 9,459 10,964 11,493 8,866 7,298 7,448 6,960 -31% 
    Total 18,446 20,350 21,175 22,291 22,316 22,409 22,832 21,783 2% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 12 21 5 3 4 3 2 2  
    Residential Renovations 20 22 26 25 32 19 21 5  
    Non Residential 2 3 3 4 3 2 2 2  
    Engineering 11 8 10 11 13 14 11 9  
    Total 4 4 8 9 9 6 6 5  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 365.42 17043.0 14 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 7.57 1584.2 62 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 2.46 689.2 65 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.027 0.133 66 
Rates per Population 930.00 706.4 15 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.27 65.7 65 
Roads Grants per Population 6.26 28.6 63 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 146,885 171,531 202,198 222,357 248,393 21 21 18 17 17 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 268,236 306,530 361,834 398,493 423,241 20 20 17 17 17 
UR Income ($m cvm) 12,508 15,277 21,662 24,871 27,638 12 8 5 9 6 
POW Emp 437,588 540,950 631,650 693,153 804,735 2 2 2 2 2 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 834,866 1,015,761 1,137,569 1,253,015 1,421,284 2 1 2 2 2 
POW Income ($m cvm) 36,533 47,786 64,321 75,771 88,695 1 1 1 1 1 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.1 34.4 34.4 34.5 32.8 14 9 10 11 30 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 46.6 49.8 59.9 62.4 65.3 1 4 1 3 1 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 36.7 36.1 34.6 34.8 34.0 1 1 10 9 15 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 43.8 47.0 56.5 60.5 62.4 2 4 1 3 1 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 330 523 461 282 336 488 739 657 405 464 
B Mining 281 236 381 471 527 938 795 1,487 1,915 1,982 
C Manufacturing 7,291 8,294 8,861 8,483 9,248 19,513 21,888 22,823 18,771 18,967 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 568 822 977 1,100 1,223 3,548 4,819 6,080 5,509 5,268 
E Construction 4,705 4,652 7,147 7,814 8,409 14,790 19,402 24,705 31,506 34,637 
F Wholesale Trade 7,837 7,596 9,958 9,787 10,802 17,966 19,145 24,211 21,464 21,177 
G Retail Trade 11,457 14,056 15,718 15,333 17,501 26,313 34,930 37,969 37,288 42,656 
H Accommodation & Food Services 12,203 14,702 15,443 17,989 20,838 27,072 35,599 36,392 40,463 57,832 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,873 5,956 6,491 6,297 7,062 17,102 19,275 24,042 23,165 25,564 
J Information Media & Telecoms 9,736 12,201 12,173 13,213 14,580 37,719 45,538 45,003 45,573 51,886 
K Financial & Insurance Services 13,579 16,992 23,995 26,156 28,602 65,932 81,486 104,511 114,929 129,530 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,040 4,053 4,572 5,072 5,627 7,713 10,824 12,927 15,400 18,979 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 24,914 31,875 35,670 43,274 47,823 77,352 101,808 115,218 140,175 164,824 
N Administrative & Support Services 6,525 8,060 8,976 9,538 10,717 20,780 26,647 29,913 32,590 39,588 
O Public Administration & Safety 7,159 7,315 10,840 11,570 13,005 29,200 33,170 47,220 51,061 64,395 
P Education & Training 9,974 11,471 13,576 15,677 17,825 20,654 25,088 29,495 35,390 41,769 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 12,505 13,418 16,732 18,873 21,315 26,233 31,299 38,521 42,950 45,739 
R Arts & Recreation Services 3,973 4,279 4,548 5,297 6,022 10,410 12,562 12,678 15,075 18,177 
S Other Services 4,934 5,029 5,679 6,131 6,931 13,865 15,937 17,798 19,523 21,302 
Z TOTAL 146,885 171,531 202,198 222,357 248,393 437,588 540,950 631,650 693,153 804,735 
Z1 Hi Tech 26,819 34,116 37,870 45,457 50,242 82,840 108,621 122,000 145,613 170,521 
Z2 Hi Income 43,975 55,520 67,297 77,502 85,407 161,512 205,768 246,422 284,284 328,962 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 26,453 29,169 34,856 39,847 45,162 57,297 68,948 80,695 93,416 105,685 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.9 -1.0 2.3 0.1 0.3 0.8 1.2 -2.2 -0.6 1.8 -1.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.3 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.3 -0.4 0.0 -0.1 0.1 -0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 1.1 -1.4 2.4 -0.1 0.4 0.4 0.8 -1.7 -0.7 1.8 -1.5 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 13,571 13,557 13,789 14,839 15,716 15,993 17,333 18,408 18,809 18,789 19,122 20,108 20,710 3.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 44,450 43,340 43,068 45,345 47,149 47,012 50,098 52,517 52,653 51,598 51,187 52,271 52,707 1.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 
 

 
 



Sydney Eastern Shores 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.6) 

 
 

 

Starting in the late nineteenth century and continuing until the last 
remaining vacant land in the region was developed in the 1960s, the 
commuter suburbs of Sydney expanded east towards the Pacific Ocean 
beaches and south along the shore of Botany Bay. These suburbs are 
varied. East of the city centre some of them are highly fashionable while 
others are high-density; elsewhere there are suburbs which had their 
origin in war service homes. Port Botany and Kingsford Smith Airport 
separate the suburbs along the shore of Botany Bay from the eastern 
beaches while the University of New South Wales provides the region with 
a knowledge-economy hub. 

[This region comprises the whole of Sydney Eastern Beaches plus parts of former Sydney 
Central and Sydney South] 

 

Major centres: 

Bondi Junction, Randwick, Sydney Airport 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 414 421 427 434 442 447 1.7% 1.5% 1.8% 1.7% 1.2% 1.6% 1.4% 
No. Households 155 157 160 164 168 171 1.2% 1.9% 2.6% 2.1% 2.0% 1.9% 2.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 232 234 237 243 250 252 0.8% 1.3% 2.4% 2.9% 1.0% 1.5% 2.0% 
NIEIR Employment 221 225 228 233 240 241 1.5% 1.5% 2.1% 3.1% 0.3% 1.7% 1.7% 
NIEIR Unemployment 10.8 9.4 9.0 10.0 9.7 11.5 -13.3% -3.9% 10.7% -2.6% 17.5% -2.6% 7.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.7% 4.0% 3.8% 4.1% 3.9% 4.5% -0.7 -0.2 0.3 -0.2 0.6 -0.2 0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 4.0% 3.5% 3.3% 3.7% 3.7% 4.4% -0.5 -0.2 0.4 0.0 0.7 -0.1 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 4.9% 5.0% 5.0% 5.0% 4.7% 4.6% 0.0 0.0 0.0 -0.3 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 6.4% 6.4% 6.3% 6.1% 5.7% 5.2% 0.1 -0.1 -0.2 -0.4 -0.4 -0.1 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.6 25.6 25.4 25.3 25.8 25.7 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 0.6 -0.1 -0.1 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 23.7% 23.6% 23.4% 23.1% 21.5% 21.2% -0.1 -0.2 -0.3 -1.6 -0.3 -0.2 -1.0 
Not In Employment (1) 32.7% 32.7% 33.3% 33.5% 32.0% 32.3% 0.0 0.5 0.3 -1.5 0.3 0.3 -0.6 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 16,293 16,047 16,982 17,287 17,613 17,973 39,397 38,161 39,798 39,806 39,886 40,212 2.0% 2.0% 
Taxes Paid 5,121 5,272 5,698 6,199 6,376 6,654 12,382 12,538 13,353 14,275 14,440 14,888 6.6% 3.6% 
Benefits 1,731 1,792 1,821 1,767 1,749 1,638 4,187 4,262 4,267 4,070 3,962 3,664 0.7% -3.7% 
Business Income 4,322 4,534 5,360 5,770 6,043 6,124 10,452 10,781 12,560 13,285 13,684 13,702 10.1% 3.0% 
Interest Paid 2,225 1,892 1,788 1,838 1,902 1,892 5,381 4,499 4,191 4,233 4,308 4,234 -6.2% 1.5% 
Property Income 4,817 4,601 4,760 4,787 4,800 4,892 11,647 10,942 11,156 11,022 10,869 10,945 -0.2% 1.1% 
Disposable Income 25,597 25,494 27,532 27,856 28,238 28,346 61,895 60,627 64,522 64,142 63,948 63,420 2.9% 0.9% 
    Rank 11 11 11 11 11 11 3 4 3 3 3 3   
Resident GRP (Local) 31,464 31,063 32,683 33,745 34,536 34,762 108,373 105,531 109,729 111,461 112,892 113,747 2.4% 1.5% 
    Rank 10 11 10 10 8 8 5 5 5 5 4 4   
Industry GRP (Local) 26,139 26,024 27,564 28,490 29,593 30,121 139,397 134,501 137,434 138,397 138,616 138,788 2.9% 2.8% 
    Rank 12 12 11 11 11 11 3 3 4 3 3 3   
Headline GRP 27,940 28,894 30,369 31,664 32,888 34,300 149,005 149,332 151,421 153,818 154,050 158,046 4.3% 4.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 1.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.2% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 8.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 50.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 5.8 62 
2016 6.2 61 
2015 6.3 61 
2014 6.6 61 
2013 7.0 60 
2012 6.8 60 
2011 6.4 61 
2010 6.7 63 
2009 7.2 63 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 20.7% 20.6% 20.7% 21.1% 
   Age 20-29 17.9% 17.8% 18.0% 16.0% 
   Age 30-54 37.7% 37.5% 37.5% 38.3% 
   Age 55+   23.6% 24.1% 23.7% 24.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  464 1,346 1,714 
   Age 20-29  424 1,230 -633 
   Age 30-54  845 2,344 3,210 
   Age 55+    968 1,210 2,374 
Average Annual Growth  0.7% 1.6% 1.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 250.0 8,419.9 10 
    Hi Tech 32.4 979.0 11 
    Info. Tech 14.7 402.1 8 
    Engineering 13.7 813.0 25 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 55.9 34.4 8 
    Hi Tech p.a. 7.2 4.0 9 
    Info. Tech p.a. 3.3 1.6 7 
    Engineering p.a. 3.1 3.3 18 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 

0

20

40

60

80

100

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

Sydney Eastern Shores Australian Average

Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 18 18 18 18 19 20 19 19 20 
   Rank 30 30 29 29 28 14 16 14 15 17 16 
Rainfall (mm) 1,261 974 994 903 1,042 1,456 1,051 799 1,316 1,122 912 
   Rank 8 20 15 14 24 10 12 18 7 9 19 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 365 366 367 369 369 371 371 373 376 383 391 399 404 408 414 421 427 434 442 447 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 1,500 1,669 1,773 1 1 3 100.0% 100.0% 90.8% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 936 1,163 1,302 2 2 3 99.3% 97.7% 78.2% 
    Value of Financial Assets 806 797 766 1 2 2 100.0% 93.5% 99.5% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 242 290 294 15 9 12 61.7% 71.0% 71.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 154 172 167 6 5 5 71.6% 75.9% 81.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 16% 16% 46 39 39 68.6% 66.5% 70.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.31 1.45 1.52 45 39 42 69.1% 66.6% 66.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 316.1 449.7 699.1 836.8 974.8 1044.0 1338.8 4 1 5.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 84156 85305 93296 122656 147784 155099 144839 15 8 2.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.7 5.3 7.6 7.0 6.6 6.8 9.4 3 1 2.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 59559 65304 71100 81707 92052 95868 96359 13 9 1.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 57.8% 59.2% 66.7% 76.9% 81.7% 70.7% 84.3% 4 3 1.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 108.5% 78.9% 61.1% 76.1% 79.4% 56.2% 53.8% 5 9 -1.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 50.1% 50.1% 50.0% 50.3% 51.7% 52.3% 54.3% 3 3 0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 19.4% 17.8% 30.7% 33.1% 21.4% 15.5% 65 63 -1.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 36 30 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,608 1,150 1,078 1,246 1,354 1,715 1,709 1,641 38% 
    Residential Renovations 1,404 485 427 393 386 423 433 551 17% 
    Non Residential 1,614 490 499 681 715 721 763 641 12% 
    Engineering 1,277 407 422 448 367 352 366 354 -13% 
    Total 6,904 2,532 2,427 2,768 2,822 3,212 3,272 3,187 21% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,187 2,821 2,607 2,962 3,174 3,949 3,871 3,671 31% 
    Residential Renovations 1,177 1,190 1,033 935 904 975 981 1,232 11% 
    Non Residential 1,352 1,200 1,207 1,619 1,675 1,661 1,729 1,435 7% 
    Engineering 1,069 998 1,021 1,066 859 811 828 793 -17% 
    Total 5,784 6,209 5,868 6,582 6,612 7,395 7,409 7,131 15% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 32 16 17 12 13 7 10 11  
    Residential Renovations 37 37 45 43 52 45 43 27  
    Non Residential 26 43 31 15 15 18 16 23  
    Engineering 63 66 66 66 66 65 66 66  
    Total 49 52 49 37 35 30 31 34  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 225.96 17043.0 33 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 8.65 1584.2 59 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 2.83 689.2 63 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.051 0.133 55 
Rates per Population 511.71 706.4 58 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.58 65.7 62 
Roads Grants per Population 6.41 28.6 62 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 189,174 195,994 205,445 221,451 240,875 16 16 17 18 18 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 343,635 346,950 356,195 384,053 406,272 13 16 18 18 18 
UR Income ($m cvm) 13,544 14,779 19,424 21,804 24,363 8 11 8 12 9 
POW Emp 158,622 168,863 176,915 187,512 217,027 17 18 19 22 17 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 283,090 293,502 302,541 315,880 357,975 17 18 18 20 17 
POW Income ($m cvm) 10,829 11,513 14,830 16,478 19,722 13 14 12 15 13 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 34.0 33.3 33.4 32.4 17 16 28 19 33 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 39.4 42.6 54.5 56.8 60.0 5 10 2 5 4 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.4 32.9 32.4 31.7 28 25 31 29 37 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.3 39.2 49.0 52.2 55.1 6 23 4 7 3 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 393 554 465 415 485 269 383 318 251 294 
B Mining 175 137 283 310 343 27 20 45 61 60 
C Manufacturing 15,844 13,912 12,680 10,802 11,576 13,209 12,707 12,464 10,421 12,726 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,063 1,162 1,233 1,362 1,490 439 516 573 668 1,434 
E Construction 9,645 9,725 10,041 15,965 15,035 8,962 9,684 10,722 14,213 15,026 
F Wholesale Trade 10,018 9,416 10,396 9,657 10,525 6,574 6,460 7,369 7,579 8,368 
G Retail Trade 17,724 19,440 18,888 17,838 19,966 16,244 18,804 18,781 17,521 20,342 
H Accommodation & Food Services 15,802 16,331 14,687 15,647 17,547 12,881 14,100 13,059 14,122 17,869 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 13,203 12,553 12,589 12,655 13,932 30,924 32,032 31,963 32,741 37,156 
J Information Media & Telecoms 8,043 8,910 8,495 8,979 9,685 2,409 2,545 2,347 2,088 2,360 
K Financial & Insurance Services 12,381 13,500 17,281 18,430 19,779 2,873 2,904 3,455 3,235 3,414 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,954 4,716 4,877 5,213 5,690 3,335 4,102 4,366 4,417 5,230 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 18,703 22,440 24,511 29,220 31,648 7,281 8,567 9,212 10,762 11,646 
N Administrative & Support Services 7,349 8,432 8,332 9,196 10,111 5,409 6,280 6,253 7,565 8,961 
O Public Administration & Safety 10,557 9,690 12,454 12,255 13,485 8,689 8,607 10,833 11,269 12,395 
P Education & Training 13,671 14,330 15,128 17,234 19,255 13,897 14,969 16,244 18,440 21,536 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 18,777 19,170 21,614 23,854 26,551 15,455 16,323 18,865 21,741 27,007 
R Arts & Recreation Services 4,263 4,343 4,266 4,953 5,496 2,794 2,964 3,033 3,514 3,622 
S Other Services 7,608 7,231 7,225 7,465 8,275 6,954 6,897 7,013 6,904 7,581 
Z TOTAL 189,174 195,994 205,445 221,451 240,875 158,622 168,863 176,915 187,512 217,027 
Z1 Hi Tech 23,028 26,408 27,738 31,959 34,653 10,258 11,465 11,810 13,005 14,300 
Z2 Hi Income 36,239 41,557 47,928 54,197 58,538 13,432 15,007 16,570 18,485 20,257 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 36,712 37,843 41,008 46,042 51,303 32,146 34,255 38,142 43,695 52,165 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.5 0.5 3.3 0.1 0.2 1.0 1.3 -2.2 -0.3 0.5 -2.0 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.7 -0.4 0.0 -0.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.4 -0.2 2.9 -0.1 0.2 1.2 1.5 -1.7 -0.2 1.5 -1.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 14,701 15,492 15,666 16,564 17,554 17,528 17,290 17,287 17,544 17,833 18,166 18,361 18,705 2.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 39,633 41,555 41,683 43,259 44,869 43,957 42,810 42,390 42,423 42,408 42,572 42,277 42,358 0.6% 
  - Per Cap Rank 3 2 2 2 2 2 4 5 5 5 4 4 5 0 
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After the First World War the Cumberland plain was the favoured part of 
the Sydney metropolitan area for manufacturing development. Its then-
new factories were supported by tracts of working-class suburbs. This 
pattern continued after the Second World War, but with the faltering of 
growth in manufacturing the region has increased its dependence on 
commuting, straining its rail and road links in the process. The region is 
ethnically diverse and a reception area for new immigrants. 

[This region comprises most of former Parramatta-Bankstown plus part of Sydney Old West] 

 

Major centres: 

Bankstown, Fairfield 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 747 761 772 782 793 808 1.8% 1.5% 1.3% 1.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.7% 
No. Households 235 238 241 246 254 261 1.3% 1.5% 2.1% 2.9% 2.9% 1.7% 2.9% 
NIEIR Workforce 347 350 353 356 368 373 0.9% 0.6% 1.0% 3.5% 1.3% 0.9% 2.4% 
NIEIR Employment 310 314 316 321 334 338 1.3% 0.4% 1.6% 4.3% 1.1% 1.1% 2.7% 
NIEIR Unemployment 36.8 35.9 36.9 35.3 34.0 35.0 -2.4% 2.9% -4.3% -3.7% 3.0% -1.3% -0.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.6% 10.2% 10.5% 9.9% 9.2% 9.4% -0.4 0.2 -0.6 -0.7 0.2 -0.2 -0.3 
Headline U/E Rate 8.1% 8.0% 8.3% 7.9% 7.8% 8.3% -0.1 0.3 -0.4 -0.1 0.5 -0.1 0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 11.0% 11.3% 11.7% 11.9% 11.2% 10.8% 0.3 0.4 0.3 -0.7 -0.4 0.3 -0.6 
Social Security Take-up 13.7% 14.0% 14.2% 13.9% 13.0% 12.4% 0.3 0.2 -0.3 -0.9 -0.6 0.0 -0.7 
Hours Per Week (1) 20.0 20.0 19.8 19.8 20.4 20.2 0.0 -0.3 0.0 0.6 -0.2 -0.1 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 37.8% 37.9% 38.3% 38.0% 35.9% 35.7% 0.0 0.5 -0.4 -2.1 -0.2 0.0 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 47.3% 47.3% 48.0% 48.0% 46.4% 46.9% 0.0 0.7 0.0 -1.6 0.5 0.2 -0.6 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 16,873 16,370 17,034 17,324 18,084 18,486 22,583 21,519 22,070 22,155 22,815 22,874 0.9% 3.3% 
Taxes Paid 3,500 3,519 3,639 4,020 4,268 4,405 4,684 4,626 4,716 5,141 5,384 5,451 4.7% 4.7% 
Benefits 3,283 3,359 3,599 3,645 3,557 3,418 4,393 4,415 4,663 4,661 4,487 4,229 3.6% -3.2% 
Business Income 2,779 3,005 3,344 3,894 4,220 4,220 3,720 3,950 4,333 4,980 5,324 5,221 11.9% 4.1% 
Interest Paid 2,732 2,317 2,127 2,142 2,226 2,215 3,656 3,046 2,756 2,739 2,808 2,740 -7.8% 1.7% 
Property Income 3,686 3,497 3,679 3,844 3,933 4,017 4,933 4,597 4,766 4,916 4,962 4,970 1.4% 2.2% 
Disposable Income 25,898 25,836 27,679 28,687 29,591 29,940 34,661 33,963 35,863 36,686 37,331 37,045 3.5% 2.2% 
    Rank 10 10 10 10 8 7 66 67 65 64 62 63   
Resident GRP (Local) 30,004 29,847 31,058 32,207 33,851 34,370 60,103 58,967 60,673 62,275 64,837 65,319 2.4% 3.3% 
    Rank 12 12 12 12 10 9 62 61 61 54 39 41   
Industry GRP (Local) 26,295 26,171 26,801 27,613 29,277 29,781 105,107 102,744 105,544 108,013 110,228 111,067 1.6% 3.9% 
    Rank 11 11 12 12 12 12 18 20 19 18 11 10   
Headline GRP 30,297 30,758 31,162 31,723 32,886 34,550 121,104 120,752 122,721 124,091 123,814 128,854 1.5% 4.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 14.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 21.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 11.4 44 
2016 12.0 43 
2015 12.7 40 
2014 13.0 40 
2013 13.0 39 
2012 12.7 40 
2011 13.2 40 
2010 15.2 25 
2009 16.7 28 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.0% 27.5% 26.8% 26.4% 
   Age 20-29 15.1% 15.5% 15.8% 14.7% 
   Age 30-54 36.1% 35.2% 34.6% 34.1% 
   Age 55+   20.9% 21.8% 22.8% 24.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  883 2,086 2,711 
   Age 20-29  1,396 2,234 172 
   Age 30-54  678 3,245 3,414 
   Age 55+    2,403 4,068 5,892 
Average Annual Growth  0.8% 1.6% 1.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 138.1 8,419.9 23 
    Hi Tech 16.2 979.0 18 
    Info. Tech 3.3 402.1 27 
    Engineering 15.5 813.0 21 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 17.1 34.4 39 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.0 4.0 29 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.4 1.6 43 
    Engineering p.a. 1.9 3.3 44 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 18 18 18 17 18 18 18 18 20 
   Rank 28 29 28 28 26 25 23 21 21 21 18 
Rainfall (mm) 1,065 1,109 832 709 757 1,332 839 549 1,187 1,043 758 
   Rank 12 13 24 31 50 14 23 45 9 13 36 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 650 652 655 662 662 663 663 669 676 689 704 717 727 736 747 761 772 782 793 808 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 496 663 820 46 20 19 33.0% 39.7% 42.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 470 648 843 31 31 12 49.8% 54.4% 50.6% 
    Value of Financial Assets 225 244 225 65 60 60 28.0% 28.7% 29.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 200 229 248 33 29 28 51.0% 56.0% 60.3% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 106 115 115 54 40 43 49.1% 50.6% 56.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 19% 19% 18 12 16 82.6% 78.3% 82.2% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.58 1.70 1.84 19 13 17 83.1% 78.4% 80.6% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 230.1 252.8 372.9 463.6 510.2 602.2 773.9 13 9 5.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 74989 74739 77994 87973 103711 107421 104839 36 48 1.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.0 3.4 4.8 5.3 4.9 5.6 7.4 13 9 3.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 55843 63100 70344 79595 86077 89933 94745 19 11 2.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 46.1% 35.2% 37.2% 45.6% 47.3% 44.8% 49.9% 21 15 1.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 61.1% 42.7% 36.9% 40.5% 42.5% 36.0% 35.1% 64 36 -0.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 19.7% 20.0% 21.0% 22.4% 23.3% 24.8% 27.8% 10 7 1.6% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 30.7% 36.8% 35.3% 42.0% 35.5% 29.8% 61 58 -0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.3 4 4 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,176 1,039 906 1,066 1,187 1,479 2,084 2,041 77% 
    Residential Renovations 2,053 705 623 575 561 616 638 818 18% 
    Non Residential 2,071 706 633 662 682 609 579 652 -7% 
    Engineering 3,859 1,504 1,666 1,788 1,413 1,204 1,242 2,108 -6% 
    Total 10,159 3,953 3,829 4,091 3,843 3,909 4,543 5,619 20% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,012 1,411 1,213 1,402 1,538 1,892 2,629 2,526 70% 
    Residential Renovations 956 958 834 755 727 788 805 1,012 12% 
    Non Residential 965 959 847 871 884 779 731 806 -11% 
    Engineering 1,794 2,043 2,230 2,350 1,830 1,540 1,567 2,608 -11% 
    Total 4,728 5,371 5,124 5,378 4,980 4,999 5,731 6,953 14% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 65 59 57 49 45 42 24 24  
    Residential Renovations 58 56 64 63 63 62 62 55  
    Non Residential 48 59 53 46 44 55 58 50  
    Engineering 44 46 45 43 48 49 50 25  
    Total 64 64 63 59 62 64 54 36  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 321.14 17043.0 18 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 24.65 1584.2 25 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.85 689.2 48 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.095 0.133 41 
Rates per Population 405.14 706.4 66 
General Purpose Grants per Population 31.10 65.7 47 
Roads Grants per Population 7.38 28.6 60 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 258,473 269,212 284,360 310,014 337,593 4 5 7 7 8 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 474,473 481,394 494,059 516,846 552,309 4 5 7 9 8 
UR Income ($m cvm) 15,056 16,545 18,532 22,391 25,123 5 6 10 11 8 
POW Emp 234,284 243,552 249,839 250,170 268,134 7 7 8 10 10 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 433,754 440,499 440,731 428,035 449,979 7 7 7 10 10 
POW Income ($m cvm) 14,625 15,623 17,217 19,020 20,970 8 9 11 11 10 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.3 34.4 33.4 32.1 31.5 3 8 26 48 45 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.7 34.4 37.5 43.3 45.5 40 51 47 31 19 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.6 34.8 33.9 32.9 32.3 7 5 16 23 32 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.7 35.5 39.1 44.4 46.6 23 44 29 26 14 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 916 1,017 780 783 910 718 746 575 506 632 
B Mining 138 86 176 185 202 115 73 109 66 96 
C Manufacturing 48,871 45,947 43,566 37,395 39,512 62,399 62,080 60,165 48,437 48,008 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,082 2,053 2,197 2,548 2,745 1,452 1,606 1,700 1,890 2,138 
E Construction 21,425 22,922 26,955 27,947 30,996 18,656 19,963 21,910 23,433 26,714 
F Wholesale Trade 17,518 16,404 17,834 17,251 18,600 23,051 21,243 22,631 20,490 24,258 
G Retail Trade 28,098 32,150 32,425 33,802 37,349 23,607 26,978 26,274 26,528 30,232 
H Accommodation & Food Services 16,982 19,270 17,831 22,324 24,843 12,194 13,258 11,621 14,120 14,351 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 18,609 18,841 21,579 23,942 25,812 17,154 18,186 21,248 21,135 21,750 
J Information Media & Telecoms 6,471 6,641 6,318 6,857 7,343 3,130 3,095 2,766 2,580 2,708 
K Financial & Insurance Services 12,892 13,884 15,403 17,388 18,625 3,464 3,208 3,323 3,962 3,997 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,323 3,747 4,085 4,448 4,797 2,939 3,373 3,460 3,277 3,507 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 12,855 14,643 15,528 19,424 20,941 6,996 7,335 7,280 8,565 8,857 
N Administrative & Support Services 8,602 10,049 9,851 11,878 13,023 5,403 6,300 5,879 7,101 7,827 
O Public Administration & Safety 11,860 11,575 14,559 16,790 18,223 7,729 8,052 9,797 10,493 11,165 
P Education & Training 12,459 13,407 14,592 18,003 19,870 15,365 16,785 17,872 20,685 22,377 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 19,870 21,060 25,154 31,021 34,119 16,735 18,138 20,355 22,912 23,959 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,680 2,964 2,860 3,631 3,981 2,139 2,212 2,036 2,231 2,740 
S Other Services 12,822 12,553 12,666 14,396 15,701 11,040 10,919 10,839 11,760 12,819 
Z TOTAL 258,473 269,212 284,360 310,014 337,593 234,284 243,552 249,839 250,170 268,134 
Z1 Hi Tech 28,015 28,335 27,703 29,654 32,040 28,151 27,183 25,658 22,772 23,326 
Z2 Hi Income 29,962 32,932 36,173 42,938 46,176 12,682 12,752 13,138 15,482 15,941 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 35,009 37,431 42,605 52,655 57,970 34,238 37,134 40,263 45,828 49,076 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 -0.6 1.7 0.1 0.0 2.0 2.1 -2.2 0.1 2.5 0.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -1.1 -0.7 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.8 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 -1.4 1.0 -0.1 0.2 1.8 2.1 -1.7 0.5 3.2 1.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 18,441 18,884 19,105 19,965 20,619 20,200 20,663 21,430 22,141 22,683 23,598 24,709 25,576 2.7% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 27,803 28,243 28,251 28,976 29,301 28,173 28,415 29,116 29,632 29,818 30,576 31,599 32,266 1.2% 
  - Per Cap Rank 32 38 45 51 52 62 60 58 57 53 50 42 38 0 
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The southern shore of the inner harbour, which comprises the northern 
boundary of the region, was initially developed for port purposes but has 
recently been redeveloped and gentrified as a residential and commercial 
area. The flatter parts of the rest of the region supported industrial 
development in the nineteenth century but are again being redeveloped. 
The gently sloping country along the main suburban railway line became 
commuter suburbs, varying from high-density in Newtown to a mansion 
belt in Strathfield. Owing to a dearth of large sites, redevelopment along 
this strip has been relatively slow. 

[This region comprises most of former Sydney Old West and part of Sydney Central] 

 

Major centres: 

Burwood, Balmain 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 336 342 349 353 357 361 1.8% 1.9% 1.2% 1.3% 1.0% 1.6% 1.1% 
No. Households 126 128 131 133 135 138 1.8% 1.8% 1.7% 1.9% 1.8% 1.8% 1.9% 
NIEIR Workforce 198 202 203 207 214 219 1.8% 0.6% 1.9% 3.6% 2.3% 1.4% 3.0% 
NIEIR Employment 188 193 194 198 205 207 2.5% 0.8% 1.7% 3.5% 1.4% 1.7% 2.4% 
NIEIR Unemployment 10.0 9.0 8.6 9.1 9.8 11.9 -10.3% -3.7% 5.9% 7.6% 21.0% -3.0% 14.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.0% 4.4% 4.3% 4.4% 4.6% 5.4% -0.6 -0.2 0.2 0.2 0.8 -0.2 0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 5.0% 4.4% 4.2% 4.3% 4.5% 5.3% -0.6 -0.2 0.1 0.2 0.8 -0.2 0.5 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 5.5% 5.5% 5.5% 5.2% 4.9% 4.8% 0.0 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 7.0% 7.0% 6.8% 6.6% 6.1% 5.7% 0.0 -0.2 -0.2 -0.5 -0.4 -0.1 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.9 25.9 25.6 25.6 26.4 26.4 0.0 -0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 -0.1 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 22.3% 21.3% 21.9% 21.3% 18.9% 17.4% -0.9 0.6 -0.7 -2.3 -1.5 -0.3 -1.9 
Not In Employment (1) 31.9% 31.9% 32.8% 32.7% 30.5% 30.5% -0.1 0.9 -0.1 -2.2 0.0 0.2 -1.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 13,538 13,370 13,910 14,069 14,563 14,762 40,234 39,050 39,880 39,867 40,739 40,887 1.3% 2.4% 
Taxes Paid 3,687 3,814 3,981 4,357 4,596 4,730 10,958 11,141 11,414 12,345 12,858 13,100 5.7% 4.2% 
Benefits 1,267 1,329 1,377 1,373 1,384 1,323 3,764 3,881 3,947 3,890 3,871 3,663 2.7% -1.8% 
Business Income 2,624 2,857 3,257 3,826 4,112 4,150 7,798 8,344 9,338 10,841 11,502 11,494 13.4% 4.2% 
Interest Paid 2,000 1,691 1,578 1,625 1,666 1,657 5,944 4,939 4,523 4,606 4,661 4,591 -6.7% 1.0% 
Property Income 2,962 2,800 2,973 3,019 3,096 3,138 8,804 8,179 8,524 8,555 8,662 8,693 0.6% 2.0% 
Disposable Income 18,965 19,084 20,476 21,059 21,727 21,842 56,363 55,740 58,705 59,673 60,780 60,495 3.6% 1.8% 
    Rank 22 21 20 20 20 20 8 8 7 7 6 7   
Resident GRP (Local) 24,808 24,484 25,820 26,742 27,619 27,820 102,464 99,855 103,661 106,455 109,448 110,771 2.5% 2.0% 
    Rank 20 19 18 17 15 15 6 6 6 6 5 5   
Industry GRP (Local) 18,945 18,557 19,319 19,750 20,340 20,490 125,577 121,639 126,647 128,663 129,675 131,549 1.4% 1.9% 
    Rank 21 21 21 21 21 21 6 8 6 5 4 4   
Headline GRP 21,826 21,991 22,524 22,849 23,408 23,961 144,668 144,143 147,660 148,851 149,237 153,835 1.5% 2.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 2.1% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 12.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.6% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 8.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 56.0% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 6.1 61 
2016 6.4 60 
2015 6.5 60 
2014 6.7 60 
2013 7.0 61 
2012 6.7 61 
2011 6.4 60 
2010 8.6 57 
2009 9.0 60 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 20.4% 20.3% 20.1% 20.7% 
   Age 20-29 17.3% 17.3% 17.9% 15.2% 
   Age 30-54 40.9% 40.4% 39.6% 39.9% 
   Age 55+   21.4% 22.0% 22.5% 24.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  695 1,019 1,439 
   Age 20-29  604 1,392 -1,034 
   Age 30-54  1,215 1,746 2,163 
   Age 55+    1,103 1,583 2,330 
Average Annual Growth  1.2% 1.8% 1.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 149.3 8,419.9 20 
    Hi Tech 23.4 979.0 13 
    Info. Tech 12.0 402.1 12 
    Engineering 13.7 813.0 24 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 41.3 34.4 12 
    Hi Tech p.a. 6.5 4.0 11 
    Info. Tech p.a. 3.3 1.6 6 
    Engineering p.a. 3.8 3.3 14 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 18 18 18 17 18 18 18 18 20 
   Rank 30 30 29 29 28 24 22 20 19 20 19 
Rainfall (mm) 1,024 1,045 842 803 967 1,342 922 665 1,143 1,084 892 
   Rank 13 16 22 21 32 12 20 30 12 12 22 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 282 283 285 288 290 291 294 297 301 308 314 322 327 332 336 342 349 353 357 361 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 958 1,217 1,379 8 6 6 63.8% 72.9% 70.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 786 1,029 1,283 6 6 4 83.3% 86.5% 77.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 434 501 437 10 9 10 53.9% 58.8% 56.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 262 313 341 7 5 4 67.0% 76.7% 83.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 139 157 159 13 7 6 64.5% 69.2% 78.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 18% 19% 20 15 17 81.4% 77.6% 81.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.56 1.69 1.81 21 15 21 82.0% 77.7% 79.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 309.0 371.0 614.7 703.3 848.2 941.0 1212.2 6 3 5.9% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 75194 77338 91502 113047 136563 144262 141770 32 11 3.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 4.1 4.8 6.7 6.2 6.2 6.6 8.6 4 4 2.9% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 56509 62036 68894 73124 78891 80297 82279 24 29 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 61.3% 53.7% 63.8% 74.1% 82.7% 74.4% 86.8% 5 1 2.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 98.3% 71.0% 51.5% 61.3% 52.0% 42.7% 43.4% 14 19 -2.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 34.9% 34.2% 35.4% 37.7% 39.9% 41.9% 44.2% 4 4 1.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 21.0% 16.9% 29.2% 16.2% 11.2% 10.3% 64 65 -3.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 17 28 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,926 801 695 873 879 831 1,076 1,011 19% 
    Residential Renovations 1,114 386 343 318 312 341 350 446 17% 
    Non Residential 877 339 203 190 225 232 228 227 11% 
    Engineering 1,261 523 589 620 488 406 417 402 -28% 
    Total 5,177 2,049 1,830 2,001 1,904 1,810 2,072 2,086 4% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,998 2,414 2,064 2,549 2,521 2,354 3,010 2,801 14% 
    Residential Renovations 1,157 1,165 1,020 928 895 967 980 1,235 12% 
    Non Residential 909 1,021 604 555 645 658 637 630 7% 
    Engineering 1,306 1,576 1,750 1,812 1,400 1,151 1,168 1,113 -31% 
    Total 5,369 6,175 5,438 5,845 5,460 5,129 5,795 5,779 0% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 36 28 32 21 21 25 22 21  
    Residential Renovations 40 38 48 44 53 47 44 25  
    Non Residential 54 57 63 61 60 60 64 61  
    Engineering 57 58 55 53 58 61 61 60  
    Total 57 55 57 49 55 59 53 51  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 176.58 17043.0 44 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 7.67 1584.2 61 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 2.40 689.2 66 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.057 0.133 53 
Rates per Population 493.97 706.4 59 
General Purpose Grants per Population 21.44 65.7 52 
Roads Grants per Population 6.71 28.6 61 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 135,136 156,716 170,780 188,269 207,218 25 25 24 26 25 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 247,526 278,243 298,682 323,988 342,734 25 24 24 25 24 
UR Income ($m cvm) 9,494 11,684 14,975 18,375 20,422 21 20 20 19 16 
POW Emp 119,320 130,121 138,275 150,867 155,760 23 23 24 25 25 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 220,960 234,061 242,385 258,073 258,469 21 21 23 24 25 
POW Income ($m cvm) 8,155 9,320 10,598 12,512 13,092 19 20 22 21 21 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.1 33.6 33.1 31.8 5 14 19 26 39 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.4 42.0 50.1 56.7 59.6 7 14 6 6 5 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.6 34.6 33.7 32.9 31.9 6 8 19 24 36 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.9 39.8 43.7 48.5 50.7 10 19 12 13 7 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 238 367 336 232 276 214 290 255 189 242 
B Mining 112 73 217 257 287 8 11 15 28 31 
C Manufacturing 12,845 12,311 11,682 10,313 11,160 15,487 14,376 13,955 11,395 11,214 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 838 1,018 1,156 1,360 1,504 874 931 1,145 1,307 1,160 
E Construction 7,510 8,510 9,282 11,770 11,326 8,676 9,938 10,964 12,665 13,805 
F Wholesale Trade 7,515 7,598 9,154 9,003 9,948 8,522 8,767 9,637 10,635 10,733 
G Retail Trade 11,909 14,935 15,436 15,168 17,138 13,509 16,305 16,688 17,095 18,837 
H Accommodation & Food Services 9,867 11,883 10,927 12,722 14,410 7,078 8,253 7,802 9,177 10,904 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 6,863 6,896 7,298 7,303 8,059 7,532 7,657 8,565 11,092 11,205 
J Information Media & Telecoms 6,247 7,922 7,949 8,916 9,696 3,058 3,351 2,956 3,432 3,229 
K Financial & Insurance Services 8,072 10,404 13,579 15,261 16,652 5,722 5,425 6,056 6,499 6,138 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,092 2,863 3,378 3,779 4,205 2,339 2,922 3,278 3,525 3,545 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 13,509 18,627 20,653 24,873 27,345 8,130 10,213 10,963 11,596 11,035 
N Administrative & Support Services 4,929 6,312 6,543 7,424 8,262 3,221 3,863 3,868 4,607 4,594 
O Public Administration & Safety 7,282 7,827 10,419 11,425 12,651 5,031 5,307 6,643 6,858 6,755 
P Education & Training 11,425 13,391 15,081 17,252 19,360 8,556 9,736 10,752 12,202 13,111 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 15,110 16,477 18,297 20,669 23,174 13,137 14,274 16,077 19,099 19,014 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,991 3,462 3,361 4,184 4,671 1,676 1,877 1,895 2,473 2,540 
S Other Services 5,782 5,840 6,032 6,359 7,094 6,551 6,624 6,762 6,995 7,668 
Z TOTAL 135,136 156,716 170,780 188,269 207,218 119,320 130,121 138,275 150,867 155,760 
Z1 Hi Tech 16,795 21,808 23,445 27,398 30,146 10,793 12,811 13,298 13,257 12,729 
Z2 Hi Income 24,810 33,210 39,038 45,462 49,857 15,579 17,585 19,217 20,854 19,781 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 29,526 33,330 36,738 42,105 47,205 23,369 25,888 28,724 33,773 34,665 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.4 -0.1 2.7 0.1 0.2 1.6 1.9 -2.2 -0.3 1.7 -0.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.2 0.1 0.0 -0.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.5 -0.3 2.8 -0.1 0.2 1.8 2.1 -1.7 -0.2 2.2 -0.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 11,551 12,017 12,262 12,860 13,441 13,385 13,846 14,392 14,821 15,126 15,836 16,679 17,318 3.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 39,297 40,424 40,719 41,780 42,752 41,603 42,349 43,379 44,046 44,179 45,402 47,263 48,445 1.8% 
  - Per Cap Rank 4 3 3 4 4 5 5 4 3 3 3 3 3 0 
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From the metropolitan core, the stratum of sandstone on which Sydney is 
built rises till it falls abruptly down to Broken Bay to the north and to the 
Pacific Ocean to the east. Several valleys cut deeply into this sloping 
plateau, notably the valley of Middle Harbour which separates the 
Northern Beaches from the rest of the region. Though the first commuter 
suburbs in the region were built in the late nineteenth century, most of 
them were developed in the second half of the twentieth, with many 
homes commanding views out over the valleys or even the ocean. The 
region is accordingly of generally high social status. Except in some parts 
of the Northern Beaches, commuting has been promoted in preference to 
local employment development. 

[This region comprises the whole of Sydney Northern Beaches and most of former Sydney 
Outer North] 

Major centres: 

Manly, Hornsby 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 667 678 690 701 712 728 1.7% 1.8% 1.6% 1.5% 2.3% 1.7% 1.9% 
No. Households 221 224 227 231 237 243 1.2% 1.4% 1.9% 2.5% 2.8% 1.5% 2.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 362 370 374 378 391 392 2.2% 1.2% 1.1% 3.2% 0.4% 1.5% 1.8% 
NIEIR Employment 348 355 358 362 375 377 2.1% 0.7% 1.3% 3.6% 0.4% 1.4% 2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.3 14.8 16.6 16.0 15.1 15.0 3.6% 11.8% -3.4% -5.5% -1.1% 3.8% -3.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.0% 4.0% 4.4% 4.2% 3.9% 3.8% 0.1 0.4 -0.2 -0.4 -0.1 0.1 -0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 3.3% 3.4% 3.8% 3.7% 3.5% 3.5% 0.1 0.4 -0.1 -0.2 0.0 0.1 -0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 2.9% 2.9% 2.9% 2.9% 2.7% 2.6% 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 3.8% 3.8% 3.8% 3.7% 3.5% 3.2% 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.2 -0.2 0.0 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 26.0 26.0 25.6 25.6 26.3 25.8 0.0 -0.4 -0.1 0.7 -0.5 -0.1 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 20.3% 19.6% 20.2% 20.3% 18.8% 19.8% -0.7 0.6 0.1 -1.4 1.0 0.0 -0.2 
Not In Employment (1) 31.6% 31.6% 32.5% 32.7% 30.8% 32.0% -0.1 0.9 0.2 -1.8 1.2 0.3 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 26,823 26,549 27,520 27,812 28,706 28,847 40,238 39,172 39,903 39,673 40,325 39,618 1.2% 1.8% 
Taxes Paid 7,627 7,865 8,231 8,769 9,175 9,122 11,442 11,604 11,934 12,509 12,888 12,528 4.8% 2.0% 
Benefits 3,724 3,881 4,016 3,927 3,915 3,703 5,587 5,727 5,823 5,601 5,499 5,085 1.8% -2.9% 
Business Income 5,281 5,433 6,292 6,904 7,438 7,389 7,923 8,017 9,123 9,848 10,448 10,148 9.3% 3.5% 
Interest Paid 3,644 3,070 2,855 2,934 3,054 3,038 5,467 4,529 4,139 4,185 4,290 4,173 -7.0% 1.8% 
Property Income 7,458 7,038 7,180 7,136 7,239 7,257 11,188 10,384 10,411 10,180 10,168 9,967 -1.5% 0.8% 
Disposable Income 41,088 40,904 43,350 43,812 44,971 45,273 61,638 60,353 62,855 62,497 63,172 62,176 2.2% 1.7% 
    Rank 2 2 2 2 2 2 4 5 5 5 4 4   
Resident GRP (Local) 47,859 47,181 49,263 51,093 53,337 54,145 109,617 106,765 109,857 112,363 115,320 115,115 2.2% 2.9% 
    Rank 2 2 2 2 2 2 4 4 4 4 3 3   
Industry GRP (Local) 33,422 32,718 34,108 35,212 36,465 37,500 139,162 134,206 137,560 140,704 142,482 143,090 1.8% 3.2% 
    Rank 8 8 8 7 6 6 4 4 3 2 2 2   
Headline GRP 33,947 34,088 35,248 36,437 37,831 40,056 141,347 139,823 142,159 145,598 147,820 152,843 2.4% 4.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 



Sydney Outer Northern Shores 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.19) 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 0.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 4.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 1.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 4.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 42.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 8.2 58 
2016 8.7 58 
2015 9.0 56 
2014 9.3 56 
2013 9.5 53 
2012 9.1 55 
2011 8.6 56 
2010 5.1 65 
2009 5.3 65 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.5% 26.5% 26.5% 25.6% 
   Age 20-29 12.7% 12.1% 11.5% 12.4% 
   Age 30-54 37.1% 36.2% 35.5% 33.3% 
   Age 55+   23.7% 25.2% 26.5% 28.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,276 2,446 2,023 
   Age 20-29  -255 437 2,662 
   Age 30-54  590 2,575 1,129 
   Age 55+    2,928 4,104 6,501 
Average Annual Growth  0.8% 1.5% 1.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 379.6 8,419.9 5 
    Hi Tech 62.1 979.0 3 
    Info. Tech 21.4 402.1 4 
    Engineering 31.5 813.0 6 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 52.1 34.4 10 
    Hi Tech p.a. 8.5 4.0 4 
    Info. Tech p.a. 2.9 1.6 9 
    Engineering p.a. 4.3 3.3 11 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 18 18 18 14 15 15 15 16 16 
   Rank 27 28 27 27 27 55 51 52 48 46 41 
Rainfall (mm) 585 609 487 442 540 719 459 497 431 987 1,076 
   Rank 31 35 47 62 62 45 51 52 51 17 8 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 566 572 581 591 596 601 604 607 611 619 629 640 650 657 667 678 690 701 712 728 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 1,394 1,618 1,953 2 2 1 92.9% 96.9% 100.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 898 1,091 1,594 3 3 2 95.2% 91.8% 95.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 800 852 770 2 1 1 99.3% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 304 326 411 2 3 1 77.6% 79.7% 100.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 164 191 187 5 3 3 75.9% 84.4% 91.4% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 16% 18% 26 40 23 78.8% 66.3% 78.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.51 1.44 1.84 26 40 18 79.3% 66.4% 80.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 418.9 458.6 700.2 824.5 901.7 995.6 1296.4 3 2 5.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 105247 111780 118481 139832 171858 177354 168330 2 4 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 4.0 4.2 6.0 5.9 5.2 5.6 7.7 7 7 3.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 56929 62030 67778 74532 82829 87079 89994 25 19 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 78.2% 63.4% 71.1% 85.3% 84.3% 73.6% 86.5% 2 2 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 110.0% 80.7% 64.5% 76.5% 68.0% 55.2% 57.0% 3 2 -1.7% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 18.7% 18.3% 18.4% 19.2% 20.7% 21.6% 23.8% 12 12 1.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 49.5% 41.4% 47.8% 41.0% 33.6% 30.5% 58 56 -2.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.3 5 6 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 4,561 1,525 1,505 1,504 1,599 1,763 2,234 2,823 48% 
    Residential Renovations 1,966 687 607 558 544 597 616 788 17% 
    Non Residential 1,747 588 474 590 536 511 988 1,152 66% 
    Engineering 2,487 743 740 781 618 545 678 665 -12% 
    Total 10,761 3,543 3,325 3,433 3,296 3,415 4,516 5,428 33% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,379 2,321 2,258 2,219 2,318 2,514 3,138 3,877 40% 
    Residential Renovations 1,025 1,046 910 823 789 852 865 1,083 11% 
    Non Residential 911 895 711 871 777 728 1,388 1,582 57% 
    Engineering 1,296 1,131 1,110 1,152 896 777 952 913 -16% 
    Total 5,611 5,392 4,988 5,066 4,779 4,871 6,344 7,455 26% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 29 30 25 29 25 22 19 9  
    Residential Renovations 51 50 59 57 61 58 58 48  
    Non Residential 54 62 57 47 50 59 22 13  
    Engineering 58 65 65 65 65 66 65 65  
    Total 51 63 65 62 64 65 37 30  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 335.30 17043.0 16 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 13.94 1584.2 44 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.14 689.2 44 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.060 0.133 51 
Rates per Population 471.00 706.4 61 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.58 65.7 61 
Roads Grants per Population 8.62 28.6 56 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 298,213 319,983 329,966 347,995 377,204 3 3 3 4 4 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 527,073 553,273 558,178 587,357 643,728 3 3 3 4 4 
UR Income ($m cvm) 22,933 25,948 30,242 33,978 38,820 2 2 2 2 2 
POW Emp 222,905 227,273 224,236 240,166 262,075 9 9 13 12 12 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 377,088 372,279 370,421 387,672 418,014 10 10 13 13 11 
POW Income ($m cvm) 14,510 15,265 17,279 19,362 21,935 9 10 10 10 9 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 33.3 32.5 32.5 32.8 48 37 49 39 27 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 43.5 46.9 54.2 57.8 60.3 3 6 3 4 2 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.5 31.5 31.8 31.0 30.7 61 59 54 53 50 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.5 41.0 46.6 49.9 52.5 4 15 7 10 5 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,224 2,239 1,709 1,427 1,579 2,405 2,394 1,769 1,488 1,526 
B Mining 491 410 578 596 637 184 157 206 191 185 
C Manufacturing 24,765 25,592 25,667 21,960 22,449 18,618 18,313 18,086 16,563 16,172 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,176 2,355 2,612 2,789 2,872 1,156 1,175 1,250 1,236 1,237 
E Construction 20,367 23,645 23,955 29,614 42,464 19,694 21,807 22,352 24,004 31,002 
F Wholesale Trade 22,173 19,682 22,927 22,100 22,905 17,101 14,463 16,166 15,190 15,671 
G Retail Trade 33,104 38,460 34,597 32,627 34,822 33,589 37,428 33,213 34,147 35,698 
H Accommodation & Food Services 16,637 18,475 16,139 17,214 18,511 16,994 17,398 14,575 16,540 16,496 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 10,185 10,079 10,347 10,003 10,395 5,506 5,215 5,259 5,405 7,289 
J Information Media & Telecoms 11,206 12,758 11,387 12,243 12,691 4,613 4,459 3,694 3,559 3,363 
K Financial & Insurance Services 20,874 21,112 24,946 25,997 26,876 6,685 5,809 6,299 6,323 6,062 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 5,958 7,066 7,447 7,544 7,942 4,315 4,704 4,740 4,771 4,689 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 35,983 40,406 42,201 48,317 50,551 20,165 20,834 20,540 24,172 23,077 
N Administrative & Support Services 9,689 11,131 10,917 11,842 12,506 6,997 7,897 7,380 7,816 7,827 
O Public Administration & Safety 11,936 11,729 15,071 15,701 16,348 5,661 5,436 6,725 7,008 6,809 
P Education & Training 23,349 25,749 27,997 31,279 33,348 18,926 20,080 21,421 24,742 26,544 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 30,021 31,698 34,559 38,412 40,920 25,527 25,526 27,119 31,987 42,218 
R Arts & Recreation Services 4,615 5,040 4,463 5,315 5,681 3,474 3,600 3,103 3,837 4,195 
S Other Services 12,460 12,356 12,448 13,015 13,709 11,294 10,577 10,339 11,186 12,015 
Z TOTAL 298,213 319,983 329,966 347,995 377,204 222,905 227,273 224,236 240,166 262,075 
Z1 Hi Tech 43,974 48,813 50,306 55,506 58,021 26,554 27,296 26,738 30,413 29,304 
Z2 Hi Income 63,714 68,710 74,652 82,220 85,727 30,348 30,017 30,256 33,742 32,227 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 57,985 62,487 67,018 75,007 79,949 47,927 49,207 51,644 60,566 72,958 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.4 -0.7 2.1 0.1 0.2 1.0 1.3 -2.2 -0.3 1.7 -0.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 -0.3 0.0 -0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.4 -1.4 1.7 -0.1 0.3 1.1 1.5 -1.7 -0.2 2.5 -0.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 24,210 24,351 24,601 26,206 27,623 27,260 28,112 29,400 30,052 30,502 31,867 33,988 35,904 2.7% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 40,103 40,102 40,249 42,352 43,946 42,566 43,259 44,738 45,083 45,006 46,206 48,484 50,436 1.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 2 4 4 3 3 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 
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Lying an hour or more from the Sydney CBD by the fastest commuter 
service, Sydney Outer South West is painfully distant from the action. It 
began urban life in the post-war period as an extension of the 
manufacturing areas on the Cumberland plain, but when manufacturing 
faltered as a basis for economic growth it increased its orientation 
towards long-distance commuting. The resulting stress on the transport 
system has been a serious constraint. The outer parts of the region are 
still devoted to water reserves, hobby farms and coal mines. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Liverpool, Campbelltown 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 450 459 470 484 499 516 2.0% 2.4% 2.9% 3.1% 3.4% 2.4% 3.2% 
No. Households 140 143 147 152 158 165 2.0% 2.7% 3.4% 4.0% 4.3% 2.7% 4.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 231 235 239 243 253 258 1.9% 1.9% 1.7% 3.8% 2.1% 1.8% 3.0% 
NIEIR Employment 212 216 219 224 234 240 1.8% 1.3% 2.3% 4.7% 2.2% 1.8% 3.5% 
NIEIR Unemployment 18.5 19.0 20.5 19.5 18.1 18.3 2.6% 7.7% -4.8% -7.0% 1.2% 1.7% -3.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.0% 8.1% 8.6% 8.0% 7.2% 7.1% 0.1 0.5 -0.5 -0.8 -0.1 0.0 -0.4 
Headline U/E Rate 5.3% 5.9% 6.0% 5.7% 5.3% 5.6% 0.6 0.1 -0.3 -0.4 0.3 0.1 -0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.3% 9.2% 9.8% 9.9% 9.3% 8.9% -0.1 0.5 0.2 -0.6 -0.4 0.2 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 12.5% 12.4% 12.8% 12.6% 11.8% 11.3% -0.1 0.4 -0.3 -0.7 -0.6 0.0 -0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.7 22.6 22.2 21.9 22.2 21.6 -0.1 -0.4 -0.3 0.3 -0.5 -0.3 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 30.6% 30.4% 30.9% 31.1% 29.8% 30.0% -0.1 0.5 0.2 -1.2 0.2 0.2 -0.5 
Not In Employment (1) 40.3% 40.5% 41.7% 42.5% 41.7% 43.1% 0.2 1.2 0.8 -0.8 1.4 0.7 0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 12,778 12,454 13,051 13,372 13,929 14,259 28,393 27,119 27,746 27,640 27,929 27,651 1.5% 3.3% 
Taxes Paid 2,669 2,667 2,768 3,061 3,238 3,302 5,931 5,807 5,884 6,327 6,493 6,404 4.7% 3.9% 
Benefits 1,971 2,033 2,229 2,259 2,215 2,149 4,378 4,427 4,739 4,669 4,441 4,167 4.7% -2.5% 
Business Income 1,449 1,490 1,687 1,949 2,179 2,242 3,219 3,244 3,587 4,029 4,370 4,347 10.4% 7.2% 
Interest Paid 1,981 1,679 1,490 1,449 1,529 1,521 4,401 3,657 3,168 2,995 3,066 2,950 -9.9% 2.5% 
Property Income 2,197 2,088 2,209 2,329 2,391 2,470 4,881 4,546 4,696 4,814 4,795 4,791 2.0% 3.0% 
Disposable Income 17,429 17,336 18,795 19,539 20,223 20,904 38,725 37,749 39,957 40,387 40,549 40,538 3.9% 3.4% 
    Rank 24 24 24 24 24 22 53 56 49 52 52 51   
Resident GRP (Local) 20,216 20,115 20,933 21,696 22,925 23,375 66,193 64,807 66,109 66,810 68,622 68,271 2.4% 3.8% 
    Rank 24 24 23 23 23 23 41 45 41 37 36 37   
Industry GRP (Local) 15,468 15,350 15,887 16,414 17,331 17,777 101,406 98,871 101,364 102,553 104,084 104,293 2.0% 4.1% 
    Rank 24 24 24 24 24 24 26 28 27 24 19 17   
Headline GRP 18,218 18,637 19,185 19,747 20,640 21,718 119,431 120,044 122,406 123,376 123,957 127,418 2.7% 4.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 3.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 7.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 17.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 10.3 50 
2016 11.0 48 
2015 11.6 47 
2014 11.9 45 
2013 11.7 45 
2012 11.3 46 
2011 11.6 45 
2010 13.2 39 
2009 14.6 40 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 33.0% 31.7% 30.0% 28.5% 
   Age 20-29 14.7% 14.6% 14.7% 14.8% 
   Age 30-54 37.2% 36.0% 34.9% 33.6% 
   Age 55+   15.1% 17.7% 20.4% 23.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  80 730 2,371 
   Age 20-29  364 1,158 2,028 
   Age 30-54  300 1,633 3,198 
   Age 55+    2,677 3,731 5,512 
Average Annual Growth  0.8% 1.7% 2.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 86.6 8,419.9 28 
    Hi Tech 7.7 979.0 29 
    Info. Tech 1.6 402.1 38 
    Engineering 8.4 813.0 31 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 16.8 34.4 40 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.5 4.0 39 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 48 
    Engineering p.a. 1.6 3.3 55 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 17 18 17 15 16 16 16 17 18 
   Rank 34 35 35 33 32 45 43 41 36 35 29 
Rainfall (mm) 876 910 702 544 714 1,035 706 525 769 1,030 884 
   Rank 18 24 30 53 52 24 29 47 26 16 23 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 359 369 380 391 397 400 402 405 408 414 422 430 436 442 450 459 470 484 499 516 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 385 497 759 64 47 25 25.6% 29.8% 38.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 422 514 834 44 44 13 44.7% 43.2% 50.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 228 245 235 64 59 58 28.3% 28.7% 30.5% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 265 262 310 6 14 9 67.7% 64.3% 75.4% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 116 128 127 34 24 28 53.8% 56.3% 62.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 23% 19% 21% 2 7 4 99.0% 81.6% 89.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.90 1.78 2.09 2 7 4 99.7% 81.8% 91.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 188.4 207.9 320.8 417.6 414.1 480.0 639.7 21 13 5.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 81109 83107 92363 105221 124513 126885 122330 21 26 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.3 2.5 3.5 4.0 3.3 3.8 5.2 30 14 3.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 47083 49211 48951 53058 61119 62080 62954 53 52 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 43.4% 35.4% 42.9% 56.8% 49.3% 46.7% 56.9% 19 9 2.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 70.4% 52.5% 51.6% 56.6% 53.5% 49.0% 53.6% 44 10 0.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 8.2% 7.7% 6.7% 6.6% 7.3% 8.1% 9.3% 38 34 0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 84.5% 87.6% 55.7% 73.0% 74.3% 68.8% 31 44 -1.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.3 9 5 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,782 783 735 930 1,176 1,486 1,863 2,046 90% 
    Residential Renovations 1,203 419 371 343 339 375 391 506 21% 
    Non Residential 1,997 732 457 451 565 550 669 785 36% 
    Engineering 1,879 824 856 893 757 665 680 812 -14% 
    Total 6,861 2,758 2,419 2,618 2,837 3,076 3,603 4,149 38% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,385 1,771 1,634 2,025 2,500 3,071 3,736 3,968 75% 
    Residential Renovations 934 947 825 747 721 776 784 980 11% 
    Non Residential 1,549 1,655 1,014 982 1,201 1,136 1,342 1,523 25% 
    Engineering 1,457 1,863 1,902 1,945 1,609 1,376 1,364 1,574 -21% 
    Total 5,325 6,236 5,376 5,700 6,031 6,358 7,225 8,045 26% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 57 43 41 33 22 16 11 8  
    Residential Renovations 60 58 65 64 64 63 63 58  
    Non Residential 19 20 42 40 29 35 25 16  
    Engineering 52 49 50 49 52 56 55 50  
    Total 57 50 60 52 43 38 33 23  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 227.15 17043.0 32 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 19.64 1584.2 37 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.96 689.2 46 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.113 0.133 37 
Rates per Population 455.47 706.4 64 
General Purpose Grants per Population 39.38 65.7 43 
Roads Grants per Population 11.96 28.6 47 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 145,674 181,000 196,284 212,112 239,660 23 17 20 20 19 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 259,933 316,129 338,352 357,578 389,814 22 18 20 20 19 
UR Income ($m cvm) 9,380 11,097 13,218 16,157 18,382 22 22 23 23 21 
POW Emp 116,445 129,856 137,560 152,536 170,450 25 24 25 24 24 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 204,423 220,477 232,517 253,645 273,644 25 24 25 25 24 
POW Income ($m cvm) 7,082 7,567 8,960 11,409 12,784 21 25 25 25 22 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.6 33.1 32.4 31.3 33 27 33 40 47 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.1 35.1 39.1 45.2 47.2 16 47 34 28 15 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.8 32.7 32.5 32.0 30.9 37 40 44 43 48 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.6 34.3 38.5 45.0 46.7 19 50 33 24 13 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,389 2,280 1,936 1,849 2,245 2,564 2,359 1,916 2,023 2,993 
B Mining 965 555 861 884 1,007 2,095 1,183 1,949 2,070 2,189 
C Manufacturing 25,098 30,168 31,344 28,159 30,399 20,083 21,452 21,919 21,501 22,867 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,398 1,719 2,119 2,651 2,918 1,064 1,194 1,406 1,770 2,376 
E Construction 8,872 11,748 14,982 15,510 21,033 7,465 8,989 11,068 12,452 15,065 
F Wholesale Trade 9,156 10,215 11,228 11,337 12,500 6,091 6,066 6,485 7,529 9,339 
G Retail Trade 16,360 22,075 22,018 22,664 25,645 14,819 18,403 17,845 17,763 21,239 
H Accommodation & Food Services 8,375 11,268 9,869 11,816 13,433 7,100 8,708 7,324 9,286 9,551 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 10,160 13,238 16,418 17,662 19,385 6,175 7,112 8,700 9,026 9,919 
J Information Media & Telecoms 3,030 3,568 3,253 3,372 3,690 1,311 1,389 1,187 1,148 1,121 
K Financial & Insurance Services 6,723 8,264 8,741 9,601 10,490 2,014 2,055 2,091 2,060 1,991 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,278 3,164 3,209 3,418 3,799 1,820 2,270 2,313 2,545 2,634 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 6,671 8,932 9,313 10,784 11,949 4,173 4,783 4,695 5,258 5,250 
N Administrative & Support Services 4,236 5,742 6,276 7,433 8,266 3,282 4,066 4,096 5,298 5,407 
O Public Administration & Safety 10,670 11,148 13,422 15,253 16,905 8,344 7,270 8,567 10,076 10,122 
P Education & Training 9,203 11,550 12,896 15,736 17,885 10,148 11,957 13,133 15,418 17,491 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,469 15,112 17,873 22,165 24,898 11,434 13,635 15,871 19,488 22,235 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,842 2,298 2,170 2,650 2,997 1,232 1,393 1,316 1,699 1,855 
S Other Services 6,778 7,956 8,355 9,168 10,217 5,231 5,571 5,680 6,127 6,806 
Z TOTAL 145,674 181,000 196,284 212,112 239,660 116,445 129,856 137,560 152,536 170,450 
Z1 Hi Tech 15,365 18,440 18,956 19,772 21,853 10,394 10,918 10,883 12,211 12,876 
Z2 Hi Income 16,615 20,373 22,454 25,506 28,104 9,977 9,801 10,898 12,367 12,293 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 22,514 28,960 32,939 40,551 45,780 22,814 26,985 30,320 36,605 41,581 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 -0.5 1.8 0.1 0.0 2.0 2.1 -2.2 0.1 2.5 0.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.5 0.0 0.0 -0.2 -0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 -0.5 1.8 -0.1 0.1 1.3 1.5 -1.7 0.6 1.8 -0.3 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 11,618 11,973 12,131 12,637 12,991 12,806 13,196 13,521 13,698 14,038 14,784 15,560 16,152 2.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 28,902 29,557 29,733 30,539 30,791 29,767 30,272 30,570 30,436 30,568 31,430 32,161 32,386 1.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 29 30 34 35 39 46 45 45 49 48 44 38 37 0 
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The upper reaches of the Hawkesbury Valley were first settled for farming 
and during the Second World War acquired a couple of defence airfields. 
After the war they gained urban development from the extension of 
manufacturing. As the growth of manufacturing faltered, they continued 
to grow as commuter suburbs. Unfortunately they are a long way from 
the Sydney metropolitan core, but have potential to benefit from relative 
proximity to developments in Parramatta-Ryde. Across the Hawkesbury 
River the region includes extensive national parks and the strip of resorts 
and commuter housing along the Blue Mountains ridge. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Blacktown, Penrith, Katoomba 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 649 660 671 684 697 712 1.7% 1.8% 1.9% 1.9% 2.2% 1.8% 2.1% 
No. Households 211 214 218 223 229 236 1.5% 2.0% 2.3% 2.6% 2.9% 1.9% 2.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 344 350 358 363 367 368 1.7% 2.4% 1.4% 1.3% 0.1% 1.8% 0.7% 
NIEIR Employment 317 322 325 331 340 342 1.8% 0.9% 1.8% 2.7% 0.5% 1.5% 1.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 27.3 27.4 32.7 31.6 27.5 26.2 0.5% 19.5% -3.5% -13.0% -4.5% 5.0% -8.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.9% 7.8% 9.1% 8.7% 7.5% 7.1% -0.1 1.3 -0.4 -1.2 -0.3 0.3 -0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 5.5% 5.5% 6.9% 6.6% 5.7% 5.7% 0.0 1.4 -0.3 -0.9 0.0 0.4 -0.5 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.9% 9.0% 9.3% 9.7% 9.1% 8.8% 0.1 0.3 0.4 -0.6 -0.3 0.3 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 12.1% 12.3% 12.3% 12.1% 11.4% 10.8% 0.2 0.1 -0.2 -0.6 -0.6 0.0 -0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.9 23.9 23.6 23.5 24.0 23.7 0.0 -0.4 -0.1 0.5 -0.3 -0.2 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.8% 27.4% 27.8% 27.6% 26.8% 27.4% -0.4 0.4 -0.2 -0.7 0.5 -0.1 -0.1 
Not In Employment (1) 37.0% 37.0% 38.0% 38.2% 36.8% 37.7% 0.0 1.0 0.3 -1.4 0.9 0.4 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 19,014 18,725 19,434 19,824 20,121 20,380 29,318 28,385 28,947 28,990 28,866 28,605 1.4% 1.4% 
Taxes Paid 4,009 4,055 4,177 4,563 4,696 4,724 6,182 6,148 6,221 6,673 6,737 6,630 4.4% 1.7% 
Benefits 3,216 3,307 3,496 3,489 3,416 3,257 4,959 5,013 5,207 5,101 4,901 4,572 2.7% -3.4% 
Business Income 2,102 2,158 2,413 2,764 2,990 3,011 3,242 3,271 3,594 4,042 4,290 4,226 9.6% 4.4% 
Interest Paid 2,949 2,493 2,201 2,123 2,195 2,183 4,547 3,779 3,279 3,104 3,148 3,064 -10.4% 1.4% 
Property Income 3,365 3,240 3,394 3,519 3,524 3,590 5,189 4,911 5,055 5,146 5,055 5,039 1.5% 1.0% 
Disposable Income 26,257 26,350 28,151 29,044 29,299 29,872 40,486 39,945 41,931 42,472 42,031 41,926 3.4% 1.4% 
    Rank 9 9 9 9 9 8 47 46 41 41 43 47   
Resident GRP (Local) 31,218 31,067 32,150 33,249 34,721 35,029 71,232 70,000 71,420 72,711 74,717 74,488 2.1% 2.6% 
    Rank 11 10 11 11 6 7 32 31 31 29 23 22   
Industry GRP (Local) 23,145 23,165 23,889 24,752 26,414 27,005 103,044 100,862 103,162 104,720 106,818 107,823 2.3% 4.5% 
    Rank 15 17 15 14 14 14 24 24 21 20 16 13   
Headline GRP 26,058 26,658 27,171 28,038 29,438 30,622 116,011 116,069 117,335 118,621 119,049 122,264 2.5% 4.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.6% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.8% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 14.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.0% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 10.9 46 
2016 11.7 45 
2015 12.0 43 
2014 12.4 42 
2013 12.6 41 
2012 12.2 42 
2011 12.2 42 
2010 12.7 44 
2009 13.8 45 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 31.6% 30.4% 29.0% 27.8% 
   Age 20-29 14.6% 14.6% 14.5% 14.4% 
   Age 30-54 37.0% 35.9% 35.0% 33.7% 
   Age 55+   16.8% 19.2% 21.5% 24.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -348 1,154 2,038 
   Age 20-29  504 1,224 1,688 
   Age 30-54  -115 2,282 2,724 
   Age 55+    3,483 4,912 6,329 
Average Annual Growth  0.6% 1.5% 1.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 117.4 8,419.9 24 
    Hi Tech 15.9 979.0 19 
    Info. Tech 4.3 402.1 23 
    Engineering 14.6 813.0 22 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 16.5 34.4 42 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.2 4.0 25 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.6 1.6 34 
    Engineering p.a. 2.1 3.3 41 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 17 18 17 15 16 17 16 17 18 
   Rank 38 42 38 37 37 42 38 36 35 37 33 
Rainfall (mm) 922 1,068 890 795 902 1,268 836 642 1,106 1,032 853 
   Rank 16 14 18 22 39 16 24 33 13 15 25 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 554 562 570 578 583 585 585 589 592 601 612 623 632 640 649 660 671 684 697 712 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 388 515 782 63 43 22 25.9% 30.9% 40.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 413 517 844 46 46 11 43.8% 43.5% 50.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 235 259 248 62 52 54 29.2% 30.4% 32.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 260 261 310 10 15 8 66.4% 64.0% 75.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 116 129 128 32 23 27 54.1% 56.9% 62.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 23% 19% 21% 3 8 5 97.0% 80.6% 89.3% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.86 1.76 2.09 3 9 5 97.7% 80.7% 91.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 195.0 202.6 315.2 409.5 411.4 478.5 627.1 23 14 5.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 84810 87293 92567 103567 124883 127438 121843 12 27 1.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.3 2.3 3.4 4.0 3.3 3.8 5.2 37 16 3.9% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 53459 58838 61762 66410 73094 76847 82126 30 30 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 39.4% 30.0% 35.5% 48.6% 44.5% 41.0% 46.6% 29 19 2.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 63.8% 46.6% 42.0% 49.6% 49.3% 40.2% 42.9% 53 20 -0.4% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.2% 4.9% 4.8% 4.9% 5.3% 6.0% 7.2% 56 42 1.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 76.8% 78.7% 67.0% 82.6% 70.8% 69.7% 42 43 -0.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2 14 8 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,975 807 764 934 1,026 1,358 1,612 1,737 73% 
    Residential Renovations 1,845 642 566 523 512 562 576 736 17% 
    Non Residential 1,937 758 671 652 770 913 790 686 14% 
    Engineering 4,472 1,690 1,861 1,995 1,613 1,364 1,529 1,442 -21% 
    Total 10,229 3,897 3,862 4,104 3,922 4,197 4,507 4,602 12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,057 1,262 1,179 1,416 1,529 1,986 2,313 2,438 63% 
    Residential Renovations 989 1,003 873 792 763 822 827 1,033 10% 
    Non Residential 1,037 1,184 1,034 988 1,147 1,335 1,133 963 8% 
    Engineering 2,393 2,641 2,870 3,025 2,403 1,994 2,194 2,024 -25% 
    Total 5,475 6,090 5,955 6,222 5,841 6,138 6,466 6,459 6% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 64 63 58 48 48 37 28 26  
    Residential Renovations 56 51 62 61 62 60 61 54  
    Non Residential 43 45 39 38 32 23 30 41  
    Engineering 35 35 35 34 38 41 32 40  
    Total 54 57 47 43 46 39 36 40  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 322.00 17043.0 17 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 32.74 1584.2 18 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 8.29 689.2 31 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.127 0.133 33 
Rates per Population 461.93 706.4 62 
General Purpose Grants per Population 46.96 65.7 41 
Roads Grants per Population 11.89 28.6 48 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 253,075 277,833 292,389 316,624 341,846 5 4 6 6 7 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 457,360 489,838 511,974 542,971 574,656 5 4 5 6 6 
UR Income ($m cvm) 16,091 17,862 20,088 25,044 27,757 4 5 7 8 5 
POW Emp 193,061 201,379 206,772 224,616 250,453 12 11 15 16 13 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 337,385 340,792 352,158 375,165 413,055 11 13 15 16 13 
POW Income ($m cvm) 11,778 12,285 13,723 16,972 19,733 12 12 17 13 12 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.8 33.9 33.7 33.0 32.3 22 20 18 28 35 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.2 36.5 39.2 46.1 48.3 19 40 33 24 12 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.6 32.5 32.8 32.1 31.7 41 42 35 39 38 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.9 36.0 39.0 45.2 47.8 18 41 31 22 10 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 3,424 3,354 2,834 2,721 3,136 3,730 3,467 2,862 2,768 3,933 
B Mining 687 459 598 603 643 606 401 511 297 314 
C Manufacturing 37,185 37,797 39,890 35,478 37,751 28,049 28,332 29,548 27,460 33,574 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,878 3,120 3,758 4,580 4,908 3,022 3,203 3,952 4,648 4,691 
E Construction 20,308 27,168 24,540 23,534 23,056 16,580 20,027 19,000 19,501 20,966 
F Wholesale Trade 17,557 16,392 17,752 18,038 19,493 11,967 10,837 11,539 12,915 18,416 
G Retail Trade 27,593 32,836 32,330 34,178 37,845 24,186 27,431 26,449 27,640 31,025 
H Accommodation & Food Services 16,054 17,711 15,378 17,931 19,977 15,095 15,830 13,272 15,778 16,015 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 15,134 16,646 20,648 22,445 24,305 10,658 11,224 13,587 16,152 16,800 
J Information Media & Telecoms 6,625 6,268 5,552 5,870 6,304 2,453 2,185 1,757 1,817 1,751 
K Financial & Insurance Services 12,313 12,788 13,765 15,499 16,736 3,770 3,142 3,087 2,699 2,629 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,503 4,285 4,345 4,592 4,948 2,849 3,281 3,201 3,220 3,306 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 12,329 14,091 14,580 17,672 19,062 7,269 7,193 6,852 7,602 7,467 
N Administrative & Support Services 6,899 8,757 8,920 10,516 11,522 5,048 6,171 5,834 6,663 7,050 
O Public Administration & Safety 16,505 16,913 21,759 24,638 26,565 12,367 11,240 13,910 14,812 14,973 
P Education & Training 16,525 18,212 20,776 24,661 26,836 16,321 17,419 19,393 22,171 24,162 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 22,518 25,132 29,285 35,703 39,215 17,450 18,519 20,973 25,519 29,244 
R Arts & Recreation Services 3,447 3,947 3,298 4,242 4,628 2,708 2,845 2,332 2,910 3,264 
S Other Services 11,591 11,956 12,384 13,722 14,915 8,934 8,633 8,713 10,045 10,871 
Z TOTAL 253,075 277,833 292,389 316,624 341,846 193,061 201,379 206,772 224,616 250,453 
Z1 Hi Tech 23,747 25,587 26,211 28,529 30,848 15,713 15,342 14,939 15,551 17,446 
Z2 Hi Income 28,978 31,406 33,754 39,602 42,766 13,665 12,786 12,738 13,334 13,162 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 42,490 47,292 53,358 64,607 70,679 36,479 38,783 42,697 50,599 56,671 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.0 -0.8 1.6 0.1 0.0 2.0 2.2 -2.2 0.0 2.8 0.6 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.4 -0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.2 -0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 -0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 -1.0 1.4 -0.1 0.2 1.7 1.9 -1.7 0.5 2.7 0.5 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 17,489 18,061 17,995 18,342 18,810 18,649 19,384 20,210 20,853 21,569 22,700 23,634 24,176 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 29,870 30,681 30,382 30,537 30,734 29,942 30,683 31,586 32,155 32,697 33,811 34,562 34,683 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 25 27 30 36 41 41 37 36 35 33 25 25 25 0 
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North of the inner part of Sydney Harbour, residential suburbs rise to a 
former green belt, now adorned by Macquarie University and its 
associated knowledge-economy business park. South of the inner harbour 
previously industrial land is undergoing redevelopment for residential and 
commercial purposes, plus the sporting complex of Olympic Park. At the 
very head of the inner harbour the Parramatta CBD is on its way to 
becoming the vibrant second city centre for the metropolitan area, while 
over a park, just beyond walking distance, lies the Westmead hospital and 
its associated medical complex. Transport investments are gradually tying 
the region together. 

[This region comprises parts of former Sydney Parramatta Bankstown, Sydney Central and 
Sydney Outer North] 

 

Major centres: 

Parramatta, Ryde, Olympic Park 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 366 374 383 392 401 416 2.2% 2.3% 2.4% 2.4% 3.7% 2.3% 3.0% 
No. Households 126 129 132 136 142 149 2.2% 2.7% 3.3% 4.2% 4.9% 2.7% 4.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 196 200 204 211 218 219 1.8% 2.4% 3.0% 3.6% 0.6% 2.4% 2.1% 
NIEIR Employment 184 187 190 197 205 206 1.8% 1.5% 3.4% 4.0% 0.7% 2.2% 2.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 11.9 12.1 14.2 13.8 13.4 13.3 2.4% 16.6% -2.5% -2.7% -0.8% 5.2% -1.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.1% 6.1% 6.9% 6.6% 6.2% 6.1% 0.0 0.8 -0.4 -0.4 -0.1 0.2 -0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 4.8% 5.0% 5.9% 5.6% 5.6% 5.8% 0.2 0.9 -0.3 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 5.8% 6.0% 6.1% 5.9% 5.5% 5.2% 0.2 0.1 -0.2 -0.4 -0.3 0.0 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 7.4% 7.6% 7.5% 7.3% 6.8% 6.3% 0.2 -0.1 -0.2 -0.5 -0.5 0.0 -0.5 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.6 23.6 23.1 22.8 23.3 22.7 -0.1 -0.5 -0.3 0.5 -0.6 -0.3 0.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.6% 27.6% 28.1% 27.3% 25.7% 27.0% 0.0 0.5 -0.8 -1.6 1.3 -0.1 -0.1 
Not In Employment (1) 37.9% 38.0% 39.2% 40.0% 38.7% 40.3% 0.2 1.2 0.8 -1.3 1.5 0.7 0.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 12,551 12,304 12,940 13,306 13,680 13,787 34,271 32,874 33,807 33,933 34,087 33,131 2.0% 1.8% 
Taxes Paid 3,213 3,264 3,396 3,729 3,887 3,936 8,774 8,721 8,871 9,509 9,685 9,459 5.1% 2.7% 
Benefits 1,735 1,794 1,922 1,891 1,862 1,778 4,737 4,794 5,022 4,823 4,639 4,273 2.9% -3.0% 
Business Income 2,181 2,236 2,541 2,915 3,162 3,157 5,956 5,973 6,640 7,434 7,878 7,586 10.1% 4.1% 
Interest Paid 1,858 1,584 1,513 1,557 1,624 1,616 5,075 4,232 3,952 3,971 4,047 3,883 -5.7% 1.9% 
Property Income 2,924 2,793 2,873 2,978 3,017 3,053 7,983 7,462 7,505 7,596 7,517 7,336 0.6% 1.2% 
Disposable Income 18,325 18,206 19,584 20,268 20,728 20,755 50,038 48,641 51,165 51,689 51,646 49,875 3.4% 1.2% 
    Rank 23 23 23 22 22 23 14 18 12 12 11 17   
Resident GRP (Local) 22,587 22,434 23,494 24,414 25,390 25,744 88,771 86,617 88,830 90,214 92,113 91,175 2.6% 2.7% 
    Rank 22 22 21 20 19 19 12 12 11 10 10 9   
Industry GRP (Local) 31,076 30,632 31,659 32,720 33,627 33,939 114,549 111,530 115,283 116,894 117,708 118,663 1.7% 1.8% 
    Rank 9 9 9 9 8 8 14 15 12 11 8 7   
Headline GRP 40,070 40,600 41,318 42,483 43,489 45,173 147,703 147,826 150,453 151,770 152,229 157,942 2.0% 3.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 



Sydney Parramatta Ryde 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 2.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.8% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 10.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 51.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 8.6 57 
2016 9.0 57 
2015 9.3 54 
2014 9.8 51 
2013 9.9 50 
2012 9.5 53 
2011 9.3 54 
2010 7.9 60 
2009 8.6 61 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 25.1% 24.7% 24.1% 24.1% 
   Age 20-29 15.4% 16.2% 16.8% 15.4% 
   Age 30-54 37.3% 36.3% 35.9% 35.9% 
   Age 55+   22.2% 22.8% 23.2% 24.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  592 1,183 2,404 
   Age 20-29  1,052 1,507 549 
   Age 30-54  582 2,162 3,598 
   Age 55+    1,187 1,825 3,423 
Average Annual Growth  1.1% 1.9% 2.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 325.8 8,419.9 8 
    Hi Tech 45.6 979.0 6 
    Info. Tech 14.3 402.1 10 
    Engineering 25.3 813.0 8 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 78.3 34.4 3 
    Hi Tech p.a. 11.0 4.0 3 
    Info. Tech p.a. 3.4 1.6 5 
    Engineering p.a. 6.1 3.3 5 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 19 18 16 16 17 15 18 19 
   Rank 24 24 23 21 24 33 40 33 43 26 22 
Rainfall (mm) 1,240 1,168 906 851 1,025 1,537 927 593 1,150 815 698 
   Rank 9 10 17 16 27 7 19 38 11 30 39 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 305 307 310 315 316 318 320 323 326 333 340 347 353 359 366 374 383 392 401 416 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 921 1,119 1,285 10 7 8 61.4% 67.1% 65.8% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 711 930 1,139 7 7 7 75.4% 78.2% 68.4% 
    Value of Financial Assets 467 487 461 9 10 9 57.9% 57.2% 59.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 257 297 315 12 7 7 65.6% 72.9% 76.7% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 130 148 141 14 12 15 60.5% 65.4% 68.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 18% 20% 15 14 9 84.3% 77.8% 84.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.61 1.70 1.89 16 14 15 84.9% 78.0% 82.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 315.1 358.6 559.1 654.0 747.7 864.7 1097.1 7 6 5.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 90730 93031 96977 110740 136066 138883 125923 7 22 1.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.5 3.9 5.8 5.9 5.5 6.3 8.8 10 3 4.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 70185 77249 84709 92870 102286 104949 106734 3 7 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 49.1% 40.6% 45.9% 54.1% 56.3% 52.2% 60.1% 11 8 1.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 63.3% 46.2% 38.4% 46.6% 45.0% 28.9% 29.3% 54 57 -2.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 27.1% 27.6% 27.9% 29.5% 31.7% 34.3% 39.3% 6 5 1.7% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 30.4% 26.0% 33.5% 27.4% 11.2% 10.3% 62 64 -5.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2 13 14 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,737 732 739 1,000 1,188 1,427 1,875 2,323 92% 
    Residential Renovations 1,097 384 342 316 312 347 361 467 21% 
    Non Residential 2,343 453 379 498 632 516 446 463 -6% 
    Engineering 3,741 1,492 1,881 1,974 1,454 1,118 1,179 1,174 -35% 
    Total 8,918 3,061 3,341 3,789 3,586 3,408 3,860 4,428 9% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,669 2,040 2,019 2,673 3,104 3,638 4,672 5,583 78% 
    Residential Renovations 1,054 1,071 933 845 815 884 899 1,123 12% 
    Non Residential 2,254 1,261 1,035 1,331 1,652 1,316 1,111 1,114 -12% 
    Engineering 3,589 4,157 5,136 5,275 3,798 2,852 2,937 2,821 -39% 
    Total 8,567 8,529 9,123 10,124 9,369 8,691 9,619 10,640 1% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 48 36 34 16 14 10 3 3  
    Residential Renovations 48 48 58 56 59 55 53 43  
    Non Residential 10 42 38 20 17 26 31 33  
    Engineering 20 20 22 25 28 28 25 23  
    Total 24 27 25 20 24 22 16 12  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 196.29 17043.0 39 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 11.00 1584.2 53 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 3.10 689.2 59 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.072 0.133 47 
Rates per Population 489.09 706.4 60 
General Purpose Grants per Population 27.40 65.7 49 
Roads Grants per Population 7.72 28.6 59 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 156,014 159,463 167,303 184,606 204,956 19 24 25 27 26 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 280,057 279,002 289,445 311,962 336,442 18 23 25 27 27 
UR Income ($m cvm) 10,962 11,593 13,913 16,772 18,767 18 21 22 21 19 
POW Emp 208,952 224,806 243,042 271,286 286,011 10 10 9 9 9 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 387,743 409,347 429,247 472,268 488,308 9 9 9 7 8 
POW Income ($m cvm) 15,615 17,500 20,269 25,100 26,767 7 7 7 8 6 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.5 33.6 33.3 32.5 31.6 27 26 31 37 43 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 39.1 41.6 48.1 53.8 55.8 6 16 7 8 6 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.7 35.0 34.0 33.5 32.8 5 3 15 18 25 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 40.3 42.8 47.2 53.1 54.8 3 9 6 5 4 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 390 472 363 284 331 464 548 437 222 396 
B Mining 232 170 276 269 298 124 116 183 164 168 
C Manufacturing 15,840 15,238 15,062 13,648 14,689 25,921 27,371 28,494 26,910 26,856 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,218 1,274 1,499 1,697 1,854 1,917 2,058 2,378 4,110 3,906 
E Construction 8,387 8,239 9,975 11,494 14,790 14,237 16,087 17,897 19,252 22,854 
F Wholesale Trade 11,834 10,224 11,654 11,706 12,713 22,337 20,334 23,946 24,034 23,112 
G Retail Trade 15,320 17,290 16,397 16,576 18,536 16,753 19,934 19,685 18,828 20,897 
H Accommodation & Food Services 9,351 10,159 9,145 10,496 11,825 9,144 10,472 9,587 10,526 12,151 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 6,615 6,248 6,741 7,151 7,838 6,836 6,999 7,914 7,968 8,258 
J Information Media & Telecoms 6,048 6,604 5,846 6,893 7,439 7,863 8,199 7,738 13,045 13,897 
K Financial & Insurance Services 10,785 10,856 12,697 14,687 15,845 12,869 12,813 13,941 17,505 17,919 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,489 2,954 3,116 3,401 3,713 2,963 3,622 3,884 3,812 4,184 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 16,712 18,306 18,914 23,140 25,097 17,779 20,833 21,820 26,641 28,263 
N Administrative & Support Services 5,534 6,057 5,929 6,688 7,423 6,935 8,021 8,059 9,024 10,086 
O Public Administration & Safety 7,534 7,223 8,996 9,733 10,680 13,756 14,790 18,979 23,544 25,812 
P Education & Training 12,414 12,607 13,400 15,426 17,113 13,242 14,257 15,496 18,030 18,898 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 16,582 16,778 18,879 21,994 24,448 24,369 26,407 30,652 34,828 34,196 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,130 2,266 2,131 2,585 2,888 2,555 2,769 2,640 3,274 3,728 
S Other Services 6,599 6,498 6,283 6,736 7,435 8,890 9,177 9,314 9,570 10,428 
Z TOTAL 156,014 159,463 167,303 184,606 204,956 208,952 224,806 243,042 271,286 286,011 
Z1 Hi Tech 21,875 23,256 23,611 27,634 30,028 26,975 30,642 31,321 35,639 37,403 
Z2 Hi Income 30,955 32,666 35,512 42,013 45,522 34,786 38,026 40,707 49,457 51,835 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 31,127 31,651 34,410 40,005 44,449 40,166 43,433 48,788 56,132 56,822 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.4 -0.5 2.3 0.1 0.2 1.4 1.6 -2.2 -0.2 1.8 -0.7 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -1.0 -0.7 0.0 -0.1 -0.4 -0.5 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.3 -1.5 1.6 -0.1 0.3 0.8 1.2 -1.7 0.0 2.3 -0.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 11,836 12,091 12,235 12,891 13,565 13,462 13,641 13,803 14,114 14,542 15,418 16,417 16,895 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 36,992 37,476 37,497 38,729 39,859 38,761 38,592 38,466 38,538 38,853 40,280 41,869 42,098 1.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 7 8 9 8 7 8 7 11 11 12 8 5 7 0 
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The region comprises two LGAs. Georges River was mainly built up as 
residential suburbs in the first half of the twentieth century and 
Sutherland in the second. The region has its concentrations of knowledge-
economy employment but is heavily dependent on commuting to the 
metropolitan core. To the south, Port Hacking protects most of the 
residential part of the region from the bushfires which periodically ravage 
The Royal National Park. Both Port Hacking and the Georges River offer 
similar drowned-valley scenery to Sydney Harbour but somehow fail to 
generate quite the same social status. 

[This region comprises most of former Sydney South] 

 

Major centres: 

Hurstville, Miranda 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 365 368 372 375 377 381 1.0% 0.9% 0.8% 0.6% 1.1% 0.9% 0.8% 
No. Households 127 128 129 131 132 135 0.7% 0.9% 1.4% 1.3% 1.8% 1.0% 1.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 202 204 202 204 210 212 1.1% -1.0% 0.8% 3.1% 0.8% 0.3% 2.0% 
NIEIR Employment 192 196 195 195 200 202 1.7% -0.6% 0.2% 2.8% 0.8% 0.4% 1.8% 
NIEIR Unemployment 9.4 8.5 7.6 8.7 9.6 9.7 -10.0% -9.7% 13.9% 10.5% 0.7% -2.5% 5.5% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.7% 4.1% 3.8% 4.3% 4.6% 4.6% -0.5 -0.4 0.5 0.3 0.0 -0.1 0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 3.7% 3.3% 3.0% 3.6% 4.1% 4.1% -0.4 -0.3 0.6 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 4.8% 4.8% 4.9% 4.8% 4.6% 4.5% 0.0 0.1 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 6.2% 6.2% 6.2% 6.0% 5.6% 5.3% 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.4 -0.3 -0.1 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.6 25.7 25.7 25.9 26.7 26.6 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.8 -0.1 0.1 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 20.9% 20.0% 20.8% 21.0% 19.0% 18.4% -0.9 0.9 0.1 -1.9 -0.6 0.0 -1.3 
Not In Employment (1) 32.7% 32.3% 32.3% 31.8% 29.7% 29.9% -0.5 0.1 -0.6 -2.1 0.2 -0.3 -0.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 12,765 12,479 12,780 12,761 13,115 13,212 34,992 33,881 34,377 34,068 34,806 34,694 0.0% 1.8% 
Taxes Paid 3,076 3,110 3,221 3,406 3,566 3,623 8,432 8,444 8,665 9,093 9,463 9,513 3.5% 3.1% 
Benefits 2,077 2,110 2,189 2,131 2,082 1,953 5,692 5,729 5,889 5,689 5,525 5,130 0.9% -4.3% 
Business Income 1,971 2,026 2,271 2,551 2,757 2,769 5,402 5,499 6,110 6,811 7,318 7,271 9.0% 4.2% 
Interest Paid 1,945 1,605 1,451 1,431 1,482 1,474 5,333 4,357 3,902 3,822 3,933 3,872 -9.7% 1.5% 
Property Income 3,100 2,932 2,969 3,009 3,051 3,082 8,497 7,962 7,987 8,033 8,096 8,093 -1.0% 1.2% 
Disposable Income 19,063 18,928 19,791 19,998 20,404 20,445 52,256 51,391 53,235 53,389 54,151 53,688 1.6% 1.1% 
    Rank 21 22 22 23 23 24 11 10 10 10 10 10   
Resident GRP (Local) 22,812 22,538 23,459 24,176 24,974 25,407 93,787 92,209 95,465 97,994 100,868 102,551 2.0% 2.5% 
    Rank 21 21 22 22 20 20 9 10 9 8 7 7   
Industry GRP (Local) 14,752 14,497 14,923 15,314 15,805 16,220 126,704 122,532 127,069 128,582 127,817 128,251 1.3% 2.9% 
    Rank 25 26 25 25 25 25 5 7 5 6 5 5   
Headline GRP 15,808 15,943 16,316 16,669 17,074 17,907 135,769 134,755 138,928 139,960 138,077 141,596 1.8% 3.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 1.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.5% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 7.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 58.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 9.6 52 
2016 10.2 50 
2015 10.7 50 
2014 11.1 49 
2013 11.1 47 
2012 10.9 48 
2011 10.7 49 
2010 7.5 61 
2009 8.1 62 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 25.7% 25.2% 24.3% 23.8% 
   Age 20-29 14.0% 13.9% 14.3% 13.8% 
   Age 30-54 36.8% 36.0% 34.7% 33.3% 
   Age 55+   23.4% 24.9% 26.6% 29.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -43 324 390 
   Age 20-29  107 809 89 
   Age 30-54  -105 451 44 
   Age 55+    1,325 2,195 2,680 
Average Annual Growth  0.4% 1.1% 0.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 105.4 8,419.9 27 
    Hi Tech 11.5 979.0 26 
    Info. Tech 5.2 402.1 19 
    Engineering 9.2 813.0 29 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 27.7 34.4 19 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.0 4.0 22 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.4 1.6 17 
    Engineering p.a. 2.4 3.3 30 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 18 18 18 17 17 18 18 18 19 
   Rank 30 30 29 29 28 27 30 28 24 27 25 
Rainfall (mm) 870 987 843 731 824 1,242 877 661 1,023 1,037 896 
   Rank 19 19 21 29 48 18 21 31 17 14 21 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 328 331 334 338 339 340 340 341 342 346 352 357 360 362 365 368 372 375 377 381 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 883 1,103 1,373 11 8 7 58.8% 66.1% 70.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 677 875 1,200 9 9 6 71.8% 73.6% 72.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 472 519 506 8 7 6 58.6% 60.9% 65.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 266 291 333 5 8 5 68.0% 71.3% 81.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 130 154 153 15 10 9 60.4% 67.7% 74.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 17% 19% 10 26 18 86.7% 73.6% 80.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.66 1.60 1.83 10 25 19 87.3% 73.7% 80.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 320.1 374.9 554.3 652.7 730.6 810.6 1038.1 5 7 5.0% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 93284 93883 96317 110924 139230 142666 138220 6 13 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.4 4.0 5.8 5.9 5.3 5.8 7.6 8 8 3.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 62855 70658 80152 91801 101194 106480 111130 9 5 2.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 53.2% 44.5% 46.3% 52.4% 53.8% 47.4% 53.5% 7 10 0.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 73.8% 52.6% 41.4% 46.0% 50.5% 34.5% 35.2% 43 34 -1.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 20.0% 20.3% 22.8% 24.7% 25.8% 26.3% 27.4% 9 8 1.5% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 28.9% 30.6% 36.6% 52.5% 30.9% 30.4% 63 57 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.2 10 13 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,408 516 496 585 659 754 718 1,009 43% 
    Residential Renovations 1,130 393 346 317 307 335 342 434 14% 
    Non Residential 795 297 209 204 355 443 436 450 73% 
    Engineering 1,211 510 573 593 462 383 392 376 -29% 
    Total 4,543 1,716 1,623 1,699 1,783 1,914 1,889 2,269 19% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,317 1,426 1,359 1,588 1,774 2,012 1,906 2,650 39% 
    Residential Renovations 1,057 1,085 949 862 826 893 908 1,140 12% 
    Non Residential 743 821 572 553 954 1,184 1,158 1,181 69% 
    Engineering 1,131 1,409 1,570 1,609 1,242 1,021 1,041 988 -31% 
    Total 4,248 4,740 4,450 4,612 4,796 5,110 5,013 5,959 16% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 59 56 49 41 41 35 42 22  
    Residential Renovations 47 46 56 54 58 53 51 39  
    Non Residential 64 66 65 62 41 32 28 30  
    Engineering 62 62 61 60 63 64 63 63  
    Total 67 67 66 66 63 60 64 47  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 172.79 17043.0 45 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 7.53 1584.2 63 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 3.00 689.2 61 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.061 0.133 50 
Rates per Population 458.57 706.4 63 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.99 65.7 55 
Roads Grants per Population 7.96 28.6 58 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 167,960 177,981 182,923 192,523 202,246 17 19 22 25 27 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 300,728 309,095 310,802 321,172 345,430 17 19 22 26 23 
UR Income ($m cvm) 11,450 12,138 14,027 16,701 18,792 15 19 21 22 18 
POW Emp 112,181 111,097 110,514 116,432 126,467 27 27 35 35 32 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 191,152 180,345 180,202 183,851 200,580 28 30 35 38 36 
POW Income ($m cvm) 6,597 6,520 7,313 8,641 9,605 24 29 33 33 27 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.4 33.4 32.7 32.1 32.8 30 32 45 47 26 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.1 39.3 45.1 52.0 54.4 8 26 13 9 7 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.8 31.2 31.4 30.4 30.5 56 62 59 60 51 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.5 36.2 40.6 47.0 47.9 20 39 24 16 9 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 387 421 349 250 274 246 237 168 173 210 
B Mining 152 125 192 278 289 51 41 56 60 60 
C Manufacturing 19,635 19,230 17,709 14,425 14,529 12,274 11,160 10,093 8,115 8,061 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,595 1,735 1,991 2,134 2,196 815 825 966 1,085 998 
E Construction 12,108 11,905 14,022 15,101 17,604 8,956 8,334 9,557 10,116 11,605 
F Wholesale Trade 10,199 9,139 10,250 9,726 10,013 5,605 4,715 5,071 4,721 4,973 
G Retail Trade 18,101 20,640 19,125 18,882 19,980 15,973 17,484 15,636 15,390 20,931 
H Accommodation & Food Services 10,395 11,983 10,640 12,036 12,807 8,675 9,358 7,981 9,145 8,809 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 13,138 13,482 13,966 14,218 14,642 3,417 3,096 3,337 3,552 4,297 
J Information Media & Telecoms 4,315 4,460 4,112 4,220 4,317 1,179 1,109 910 780 731 
K Financial & Insurance Services 10,576 10,939 12,188 12,613 12,917 6,402 5,629 5,679 4,749 4,368 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,174 3,838 3,840 4,013 4,160 2,136 2,278 2,174 2,148 2,031 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 13,359 15,114 15,416 18,067 18,656 7,813 7,549 7,275 8,765 8,025 
N Administrative & Support Services 5,144 5,804 5,676 6,614 6,905 2,852 3,159 2,891 3,394 3,273 
O Public Administration & Safety 9,139 9,736 11,829 12,951 13,410 4,543 4,572 5,539 5,921 5,641 
P Education & Training 12,249 13,547 14,340 16,344 17,289 8,462 8,804 9,182 10,513 11,331 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 14,423 16,090 17,512 20,196 21,318 15,053 15,702 17,196 20,291 23,320 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,778 2,535 2,450 2,913 3,073 1,998 1,605 1,499 1,699 1,618 
S Other Services 7,092 7,259 7,317 7,542 7,865 5,729 5,439 5,305 5,815 6,185 
Z TOTAL 167,960 177,981 182,923 192,523 202,246 112,181 111,097 110,514 116,432 126,467 
Z1 Hi Tech 20,015 21,372 20,692 22,560 23,294 12,080 11,084 10,266 11,549 10,820 
Z2 Hi Income 27,445 29,530 31,389 35,128 36,170 15,611 14,435 14,246 14,981 13,731 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 29,450 32,172 34,301 39,452 41,681 25,513 26,111 27,877 32,503 36,270 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.2 -0.2 2.4 0.1 0.1 1.7 2.0 -2.2 -0.1 1.9 -0.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.8 -0.6 0.0 -0.1 0.8 0.7 0.0 0.1 1.6 1.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -0.9 1.8 -0.1 0.2 2.4 2.7 -1.7 0.2 3.3 0.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 12,077 12,134 12,814 14,408 15,024 14,654 13,833 13,199 13,285 13,610 14,191 15,022 15,854 1.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 35,512 35,590 37,488 41,651 42,720 41,042 38,416 36,463 36,417 36,953 38,171 40,106 42,074 1.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 12 12 10 5 5 6 8 14 16 15 15 10 8 0 
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Historically the Central Coast, now drawn together as a single LGA, was 
neither Sydney nor Newcastle; it was an area of beach-side holiday and 
retirement homes backing into infertile sandstone hills. Over recent 
decades it has received overflow from Sydney, initially long-distance 
commuters. During the 1990s it gained manufacturing employment and 
more recently there has been growth in knowledge-economy activities. 
The population now includes many young families. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Gosford, Wyong, The Entrance 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 325 328 331 333 335 337 0.8% 0.9% 0.8% 0.5% 0.6% 0.8% 0.5% 
No. Households 121 122 123 125 126 128 0.7% 0.8% 1.1% 1.3% 1.3% 0.9% 1.3% 
NIEIR Workforce 160 165 166 166 174 182 3.0% 0.9% -0.3% 5.3% 4.2% 1.2% 4.7% 
NIEIR Employment 146 150 151 150 159 165 3.0% 0.6% -0.4% 5.9% 3.4% 1.1% 4.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.2 14.6 15.3 15.4 15.2 17.2 2.7% 4.2% 0.7% -0.9% 12.9% 2.6% 5.7% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.9% 8.9% 9.2% 9.3% 8.7% 9.5% 0.0 0.3 0.1 -0.5 0.7 0.1 0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 6.2% 6.2% 6.3% 6.6% 6.5% 7.4% 0.0 0.1 0.3 -0.1 0.9 0.1 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 12.1% 12.3% 12.7% 12.9% 12.3% 12.0% 0.2 0.4 0.2 -0.6 -0.3 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 15.8% 16.1% 16.4% 16.3% 15.7% 15.2% 0.3 0.3 -0.1 -0.6 -0.5 0.2 -0.5 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.8 22.9 22.7 22.9 23.7 23.6 0.2 -0.2 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.1 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.5% 25.6% 25.6% 26.2% 22.2% 19.3% -1.9 0.1 0.6 -4.0 -2.9 -0.4 -3.4 
Not In Employment (1) 40.1% 39.7% 40.1% 39.6% 37.7% 37.8% -0.4 0.4 -0.5 -1.9 0.1 -0.2 -0.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 8,243 8,224 8,472 8,458 9,117 9,251 25,331 25,075 25,609 25,377 27,225 27,472 0.9% 4.6% 
Taxes Paid 1,829 1,873 1,931 2,069 2,294 2,317 5,621 5,710 5,837 6,208 6,850 6,882 4.2% 5.8% 
Benefits 2,640 2,705 2,912 2,869 2,801 2,671 8,114 8,247 8,802 8,609 8,365 7,933 2.8% -3.5% 
Business Income 1,387 1,375 1,511 1,591 1,832 1,843 4,261 4,193 4,567 4,774 5,470 5,474 4.7% 7.6% 
Interest Paid 1,248 1,057 932 898 926 921 3,836 3,223 2,818 2,695 2,765 2,736 -10.4% 1.3% 
Property Income 2,099 2,031 2,099 2,125 2,252 2,299 6,449 6,192 6,345 6,375 6,724 6,828 0.4% 4.0% 
Disposable Income 14,106 14,194 15,031 15,042 15,920 16,154 43,349 43,280 45,438 45,130 47,543 47,974 2.2% 3.6% 
    Rank 28 28 28 28 28 28 35 33 26 34 23 25   
Resident GRP (Local) 14,303 14,091 14,574 14,949 15,686 15,943 71,209 69,907 71,840 73,405 76,637 78,176 1.5% 3.3% 
    Rank 29 29 29 29 28 28 33 32 30 25 19 15   
Industry GRP (Local) 11,124 10,862 11,143 11,279 11,725 11,893 100,201 95,955 98,617 101,497 101,576 100,862 0.5% 2.7% 
    Rank 37 38 35 34 32 30 28 34 30 27 22 23   
Headline GRP 12,216 12,165 12,342 12,482 12,750 13,065 110,040 107,467 109,232 112,322 110,451 110,798 0.7% 2.3% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.2% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.0% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 18.3% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 71.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 16.5 19 
2016 17.6 20 
2015 19.1 16 
2014 19.4 15 
2013 19.1 15 
2012 18.7 13 
2011 18.9 12 
2010 15.1 28 
2009 17.5 27 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.8% 26.9% 25.8% 24.6% 
   Age 20-29 10.6% 10.8% 11.3% 11.9% 
   Age 30-54 34.0% 32.9% 31.5% 29.7% 
   Age 55+   27.7% 29.4% 31.3% 33.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -19 306 -249 
   Age 20-29  290 775 617 
   Age 30-54  -17 330 -493 
   Age 55+    1,541 2,373 2,397 
Average Annual Growth  0.6% 1.2% 0.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 77.2 8,419.9 30 
    Hi Tech 6.1 979.0 33 
    Info. Tech 2.9 402.1 30 
    Engineering 7.9 813.0 32 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 22.9 34.4 26 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.8 4.0 33 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.9 1.6 23 
    Engineering p.a. 2.3 3.3 34 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 17 18 17 17 16 18 18 18 19 
   Rank 41 44 39 38 38 29 37 24 22 28 26 
Rainfall (mm) 1,523 1,596 1,152 931 1,244 1,592 1,023 843 1,038 965 757 
   Rank 2 3 10 12 16 4 14 8 14 18 37 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 278 283 289 295 298 299 300 301 303 306 312 317 320 323 325 328 331 333 335 337 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 525 618 865 38 31 12 35.0% 37.0% 44.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 435 501 790 40 40 16 46.2% 42.2% 47.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 279 312 322 39 31 26 34.6% 36.7% 41.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 189 196 247 40 41 29 48.4% 47.9% 60.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 100 122 126 60 29 30 46.6% 53.8% 61.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 15% 17% 17 41 33 82.8% 65.1% 72.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.58 1.42 1.72 18 41 33 83.4% 65.1% 75.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 193.4 223.7 316.2 424.6 396.6 430.1 547.6 17 19 4.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 64722 66343 73567 84099 109974 117015 120021 55 30 2.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.0 3.4 4.3 5.0 3.6 3.7 4.5 14 23 1.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 53695 56708 61904 67415 74885 76939 77141 35 37 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 39.8% 35.2% 37.0% 50.1% 42.4% 37.6% 44.0% 20 24 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 76.0% 58.0% 44.1% 50.1% 44.7% 35.4% 40.7% 27 25 -1.7% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.2% 7.8% 6.6% 7.0% 7.7% 8.2% 8.9% 37 35 0.7% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 71.0% 70.7% 58.0% 68.5% 52.5% 63.8% 46 46 -0.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.0 46 41 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,105 422 327 307 319 369 469 455 36% 
    Residential Renovations 1,156 402 356 328 318 345 357 454 15% 
    Non Residential 758 305 175 139 151 187 213 221 34% 
    Engineering 1,513 547 580 609 500 420 425 406 -26% 
    Total 4,532 1,677 1,438 1,382 1,287 1,320 1,463 1,535 5% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,164 1,309 1,004 935 964 1,106 1,401 1,351 33% 
    Residential Renovations 1,218 1,246 1,095 999 962 1,037 1,065 1,347 13% 
    Non Residential 798 946 537 423 456 560 636 655 31% 
    Engineering 1,593 1,696 1,783 1,858 1,510 1,259 1,268 1,206 -28% 
    Total 4,773 5,197 4,418 4,215 3,892 3,962 4,370 4,559 3% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 63 62 64 66 65 66 56 53  
    Residential Renovations 32 30 38 35 43 33 28 11  
    Non Residential 60 61 66 66 67 65 65 58  
    Engineering 48 54 54 51 54 59 58 58  
    Total 63 65 67 67 67 67 67 66  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 150.45 17043.0 49 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 19.21 1584.2 39 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 4.20 689.2 56 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.156 0.133 30 
Rates per Population 449.30 706.4 65 
General Purpose Grants per Population 57.38 65.7 35 
Roads Grants per Population 12.54 28.6 46 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 104,646 122,063 134,084 145,692 165,358 31 29 30 30 28 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 183,436 209,503 219,892 235,493 247,713 32 29 33 31 30 
UR Income ($m cvm) 6,638 7,925 9,017 10,582 11,702 29 28 29 30 28 
POW Emp 88,815 97,746 103,659 111,014 117,917 36 36 38 39 39 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 148,984 157,515 163,557 170,846 167,890 38 37 41 44 45 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,134 5,681 6,379 7,402 7,652 33 37 40 40 34 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.7 33.0 31.5 31.1 28.8 51 46 64 62 66 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.2 37.8 41.0 44.9 47.2 14 36 26 29 14 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.3 31.0 30.3 29.6 27.4 63 64 66 67 67 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.5 36.1 39.0 43.3 45.6 21 40 30 31 18 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,369 1,371 1,159 1,033 1,269 1,388 1,311 1,069 977 1,205 
B Mining 557 420 523 770 892 521 360 427 501 532 
C Manufacturing 11,211 12,309 13,764 12,550 14,200 9,724 9,865 10,751 9,560 10,185 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,509 1,488 1,871 2,224 2,535 1,063 995 1,207 1,454 1,522 
E Construction 9,437 11,483 14,048 16,092 14,750 7,358 8,320 10,114 10,781 9,902 
F Wholesale Trade 5,403 5,313 5,420 5,052 5,781 3,813 3,524 3,380 2,910 3,353 
G Retail Trade 14,020 17,388 17,984 17,876 21,083 13,723 16,305 16,324 16,072 17,951 
H Accommodation & Food Services 8,022 10,094 8,862 10,552 12,527 8,161 9,927 8,466 10,144 10,788 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,134 5,488 6,210 6,376 7,298 3,256 3,262 3,385 3,328 3,476 
J Information Media & Telecoms 3,017 3,021 2,752 3,041 3,463 1,609 1,433 1,217 1,385 1,377 
K Financial & Insurance Services 4,238 4,406 4,795 4,701 5,362 2,557 2,177 2,267 2,112 2,157 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,969 2,408 2,584 2,572 2,965 1,798 2,035 2,089 2,011 2,101 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 5,260 6,849 7,130 8,502 9,784 3,930 4,450 4,338 5,156 5,196 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,914 4,093 4,074 5,199 6,062 2,472 3,278 3,082 4,020 4,286 
O Public Administration & Safety 5,909 6,451 8,933 9,751 11,219 4,340 4,349 5,827 6,417 6,600 
P Education & Training 6,658 8,120 9,311 10,816 12,677 6,458 7,394 8,289 9,398 10,377 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,665 14,124 17,130 20,125 23,643 11,202 12,928 15,511 18,207 19,344 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,673 1,963 1,826 2,157 2,531 1,434 1,598 1,471 1,694 1,891 
S Other Services 4,682 5,273 5,707 6,305 7,316 4,007 4,235 4,444 4,888 5,674 
Z TOTAL 104,646 122,063 134,084 145,692 165,358 88,815 97,746 103,659 111,014 117,917 
Z1 Hi Tech 8,540 10,443 11,316 12,526 14,405 6,576 7,118 7,363 8,035 8,316 
Z2 Hi Income 11,387 13,359 14,423 16,530 18,978 7,954 8,042 8,212 9,420 9,539 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 19,995 24,207 28,268 33,097 38,851 19,094 21,920 25,271 29,299 31,612 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 -0.9 1.4 0.1 0.0 1.5 1.6 -2.2 0.1 2.4 0.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.0 -0.1 0.8 0.7 0.0 0.1 1.2 0.9 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 -1.2 1.2 -0.1 0.2 2.1 2.4 -1.7 0.5 3.4 1.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 8,652 8,971 9,056 9,284 9,575 9,389 9,872 10,372 10,538 10,632 11,023 11,590 12,217 2.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 28,842 29,764 29,883 30,292 30,657 29,637 30,814 32,145 32,384 32,419 33,321 34,773 36,483 2.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 30 29 33 41 43 48 36 32 33 35 31 22 19 0 
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The Central West stretches from the plateaux of the Great Divide across 
the western slopes to the inland plains. The eastern part of the region 
includes towns dating from a nineteenth-century gold rush and others 
founded to serve a coal mining industry which is now in decline. Though it 
is connected across the Blue Mountains to Sydney, the region is outside 
commuter range and hobby farm development has been limited. During 
the 1970s Bathurst and Orange were promoted as growth centres. Though 
they have grown less rapidly than was hoped, they remain major 
provincial cities and the high country round Orange is a premium farming 
area. Further west, Parkes is developing as a transport hub and a centre 
for broad-acre farming. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Bathurst, Orange, Parkes 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 181 183 185 186 188 189 0.9% 1.0% 0.8% 0.8% 0.6% 0.9% 0.7% 
No. Households 68 68 69 70 71 72 1.0% 1.2% 1.2% 1.3% 1.4% 1.1% 1.4% 
NIEIR Workforce 92 94 96 96 98 96 1.8% 1.8% -0.1% 2.9% -2.0% 1.2% 0.4% 
NIEIR Employment 83 84 85 85 88 87 0.7% 1.5% -0.2% 3.6% -0.5% 0.7% 1.5% 
NIEIR Unemployment 9.3 10.4 10.8 10.8 10.6 9.0 11.2% 3.5% 0.7% -2.4% -14.9% 5.1% -8.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.1% 11.0% 11.2% 11.3% 10.8% 9.3% 0.9 0.2 0.1 -0.6 -1.4 0.4 -1.0 
Headline U/E Rate 5.1% 6.4% 6.4% 6.7% 6.5% 5.1% 1.3 0.0 0.3 -0.2 -1.4 0.5 -0.8 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 12.3% 12.5% 13.0% 12.4% 11.9% 11.7% 0.2 0.5 -0.6 -0.5 -0.2 0.0 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 15.6% 16.0% 16.6% 16.8% 16.6% 16.3% 0.4 0.6 0.2 -0.3 -0.2 0.4 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.2 25.4 25.2 25.3 25.9 25.9 0.3 -0.2 0.1 0.6 -0.1 0.0 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.8% 26.6% 26.0% 26.5% 24.5% 24.8% -0.1 -0.6 0.5 -2.0 0.2 -0.1 -0.9 
Not In Employment (1) 33.8% 33.1% 33.7% 33.4% 31.8% 31.9% -0.7 0.6 -0.3 -1.6 0.1 -0.1 -0.7 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 4,589 4,513 4,647 4,589 4,798 4,680 25,302 24,666 25,155 24,647 25,558 24,768 0.0% 1.0% 
Taxes Paid 1,127 1,126 1,152 1,237 1,333 1,361 6,216 6,156 6,234 6,645 7,099 7,205 3.1% 4.9% 
Benefits 1,309 1,366 1,483 1,469 1,454 1,403 7,218 7,464 8,026 7,892 7,747 7,427 3.9% -2.3% 
Business Income 1,159 1,155 1,245 1,399 1,531 1,736 6,391 6,313 6,737 7,516 8,154 9,187 6.5% 11.4% 
Interest Paid 653 564 475 421 414 412 3,600 3,083 2,569 2,260 2,208 2,182 -13.6% -1.0% 
Property Income 1,051 1,007 1,035 1,043 1,080 1,099 5,797 5,505 5,602 5,604 5,752 5,815 -0.3% 2.6% 
Disposable Income 7,860 7,845 8,335 8,445 8,745 8,860 43,333 42,877 45,115 45,359 46,585 46,893 2.4% 2.4% 
    Rank 51 51 50 51 51 51 36 36 29 33 28 29   
Resident GRP (Local) 7,525 7,623 7,857 7,972 8,292 8,559 66,432 66,904 68,513 69,159 71,288 73,758 1.9% 3.6% 
    Rank 52 52 52 51 51 50 40 37 33 32 28 26   
Industry GRP (Local) 7,325 7,384 7,659 7,744 8,028 8,255 90,680 91,180 92,938 94,305 94,782 98,609 1.9% 3.2% 
    Rank 53 53 52 53 50 49 49 47 41 34 34 28   
Headline GRP 10,527 10,623 10,761 10,938 11,003 11,213 130,330 131,189 130,577 133,203 129,904 133,946 1.3% 1.2% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 7.0% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 67.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.8 25 
2016 16.6 22 
2015 17.4 22 
2014 17.8 20 
2013 17.4 20 
2012 16.7 21 
2011 16.5 23 
2010 20.1 10 
2009 25.4 7 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.9% 28.5% 27.6% 26.4% 
   Age 20-29 11.5% 11.5% 12.1% 12.8% 
   Age 30-54 34.2% 32.8% 30.9% 29.3% 
   Age 55+   24.4% 27.2% 29.3% 31.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -509 205 -51 
   Age 20-29  -3 417 436 
   Age 30-54  -498 -86 -147 
   Age 55+    959 1,226 1,277 
Average Annual Growth  0.0% 1.0% 0.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 31.3 8,419.9 48 
    Hi Tech 2.3 979.0 47 
    Info. Tech 0.8 402.1 45 
    Engineering 2.9 813.0 54 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 16.6 34.4 41 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.2 4.0 46 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.4 1.6 44 
    Engineering p.a. 1.5 3.3 57 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 16 16 16 16 15 15 15 16 14 14 15 
   Rank 47 49 47 48 48 53 49 50 54 57 48 
Rainfall (mm) 461 507 611 592 892 854 498 563 503 884 954 
   Rank 42 47 39 48 40 36 45 44 42 23 15 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 170 171 171 173 173 173 172 172 172 173 174 176 178 179 181 183 185 186 188 189 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 373 452 544 66 56 43 24.8% 27.1% 27.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 279 333 432 65 65 45 29.6% 28.0% 26.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 267 297 295 48 38 36 33.1% 34.9% 38.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 173 178 183 45 47 50 44.3% 43.5% 44.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 118 121 123 28 32 35 55.0% 53.2% 60.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 14% 14% 48 51 52 67.7% 61.0% 58.6% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.29 1.33 1.35 48 51 51 68.1% 61.1% 59.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 123.1 136.1 144.5 242.8 242.5 274.3 288.6 55 51 3.7% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 78037 80565 93970 100803 114876 120459 122854 26 24 2.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.6 1.7 1.6 2.5 2.1 2.3 2.5 61 52 1.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 47282 50540 52705 56484 63345 65551 66404 49 47 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 27.3% 22.8% 18.8% 33.0% 29.2% 26.4% 25.4% 47 52 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 76.3% 56.9% 43.4% 48.0% 43.2% 35.7% 33.3% 29 41 -2.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 6.8% 6.4% 6.5% 6.1% 5.2% 5.2% 5.5% 46 60 -0.7% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 87.8% 92.2% 87.5% 92.5% 89.5% 83.4% 22 27 -0.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 44 51 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 732 282 237 290 273 272 319 299 11% 
    Residential Renovations 645 218 192 176 173 187 192 243 15% 
    Non Residential 797 211 136 178 230 230 223 200 20% 
    Engineering 1,045 435 489 510 402 342 355 339 -26% 
    Total 3,220 1,147 1,054 1,155 1,078 1,031 1,088 1,081 -3% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,386 1,570 1,304 1,586 1,478 1,461 1,700 1,582 9% 
    Residential Renovations 1,223 1,217 1,060 964 934 1,006 1,022 1,287 12% 
    Non Residential 1,508 1,178 751 976 1,247 1,235 1,186 1,057 17% 
    Engineering 1,979 2,427 2,695 2,788 2,174 1,835 1,889 1,793 -28% 
    Total 6,097 6,391 5,810 6,313 5,833 5,536 5,797 5,720 -5% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 56 53 51 42 49 56 46 46  
    Residential Renovations 31 33 41 40 44 38 39 18  
    Non Residential 21 48 55 41 28 30 27 36  
    Engineering 42 39 38 37 44 45 42 45  
    Total 44 48 51 41 47 54 52 53  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 123.58 17043.0 55 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 36.65 1584.2 14 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 19.59 689.2 10 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.455 0.133 7 
Rates per Population 658.33 706.4 44 
General Purpose Grants per Population 195.27 65.7 11 
Roads Grants per Population 104.35 28.6 8 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 74,905 75,502 78,850 82,985 87,155 48 48 50 50 50 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 134,140 133,901 138,866 147,450 154,690 47 48 49 50 51 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,473 5,098 4,995 5,924 6,886 42 48 52 52 46 
POW Emp 71,439 72,443 75,838 80,773 83,712 44 48 49 51 51 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 127,175 127,164 132,627 142,451 147,410 43 47 49 51 50 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,271 4,852 4,736 5,724 6,581 40 47 54 52 46 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.4 34.1 33.9 34.2 34.1 28 15 16 13 16 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.3 38.1 36.0 40.2 44.5 28 34 61 48 21 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.8 33.6 33.9 33.9 30 20 20 16 16 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.6 38.2 35.7 40.2 44.6 26 29 58 42 19 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 10,362 10,510 9,702 8,392 9,153 10,567 10,690 9,800 8,557 9,342 
B Mining 2,124 1,910 2,911 4,333 4,576 2,672 1,968 2,938 4,420 4,742 
C Manufacturing 8,362 7,821 8,147 7,374 7,575 7,891 7,401 7,757 7,193 7,376 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,261 1,138 1,415 1,550 1,602 1,137 1,050 1,297 1,481 1,762 
E Construction 3,951 4,729 5,657 5,877 5,494 3,620 4,427 5,451 5,830 5,484 
F Wholesale Trade 2,909 2,715 2,356 2,442 2,541 2,644 2,484 2,164 2,294 2,301 
G Retail Trade 8,069 8,882 8,549 8,283 8,855 7,416 8,416 8,240 7,930 8,078 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,524 5,907 4,768 5,337 5,739 5,260 5,669 4,638 5,308 5,614 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,487 3,390 3,674 3,874 4,048 3,182 3,119 3,402 3,652 3,674 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,100 846 973 973 1,011 1,155 874 888 889 856 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,477 1,259 1,333 1,240 1,295 1,464 1,193 1,221 1,132 1,148 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 724 839 892 938 986 687 801 847 912 925 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,013 2,460 2,550 3,082 3,244 1,949 2,319 2,351 2,840 2,804 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,612 1,799 1,536 2,084 2,204 1,512 1,714 1,453 1,945 1,988 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,530 4,179 5,823 6,028 6,299 4,159 3,910 5,391 5,672 5,717 
P Education & Training 6,385 6,156 6,586 7,598 8,089 5,973 5,919 6,471 7,492 7,826 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 7,417 7,444 8,365 9,440 10,084 6,743 7,133 8,093 9,245 9,893 
R Arts & Recreation Services 571 650 674 765 812 573 633 618 739 768 
S Other Services 3,028 2,867 2,942 3,373 3,548 2,835 2,725 2,820 3,241 3,412 
Z TOTAL 74,905 75,502 78,850 82,985 87,155 71,439 72,443 75,838 80,773 83,712 
Z1 Hi Tech 4,535 4,669 4,542 5,202 5,475 4,113 4,293 4,194 4,874 4,694 
Z2 Hi Income 6,349 6,283 7,492 9,660 10,162 6,790 6,112 7,165 9,332 9,610 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 14,373 14,250 15,624 17,804 18,985 13,289 13,684 15,182 17,476 18,487 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 -2.1 -0.1 0.1 -0.3 2.5 2.3 -2.2 0.1 4.6 2.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.0 -0.1 0.2 -0.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 -2.2 0.4 -0.1 -0.3 3.0 2.8 -1.7 -0.2 5.2 2.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,486 4,717 4,836 5,061 5,347 5,324 5,395 5,413 5,454 5,551 5,703 5,764 5,850 2.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,103 27,491 28,165 29,329 30,743 30,252 30,349 30,171 30,070 30,338 30,866 30,963 31,165 1.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 48 43 47 48 40 39 44 49 53 49 46 47 49 0 
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Within a decade of the foundation of New South Wales Australia’s first 
coal mine was opened in Newcastle. An economy based on coal mining 
and heavy manufacturing developed, served by a port located in the 
estuary of the Hunter River and linked by rail to north-west New South 
Wales. Coal mining has now retreated inland from Newcastle and suburbs, 
but the port has become one of Australia’s premier bulk ports, based 
chiefly on coal exports. The wharves near the mouth of the Hunter no 
longer serve ocean-going shipping and the adjacent city centre is 
desperately trying to re-invent itself. The coastline north and south of 
Newcastle is a picturesque as any in Australia and has attracted retirees, 
particularly to Port Stephens. 

[This region includes most of former NSW Newcastle and part of former Outer Hunter] 

 

Major centres: 

Newcastle, Swansea, Port Stephens 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 424 428 432 436 440 443 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 0.9% 0.8% 
No. Households 158 159 160 162 164 165 0.6% 0.7% 1.0% 1.1% 1.2% 0.8% 1.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 217 219 219 225 231 232 1.2% -0.3% 2.9% 2.8% 0.3% 1.3% 1.5% 
NIEIR Employment 198 200 199 202 209 212 0.8% -0.4% 1.5% 3.5% 1.5% 0.7% 2.5% 
NIEIR Unemployment 18.2 19.3 19.5 22.6 21.8 19.4 6.2% 1.0% 16.1% -3.7% -10.9% 7.6% -7.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.4% 8.8% 8.9% 10.1% 9.4% 8.4% 0.4 0.1 1.2 -0.6 -1.1 0.6 -0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 4.9% 5.6% 5.6% 7.1% 6.8% 5.8% 0.7 0.0 1.5 -0.3 -1.0 0.7 -0.7 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 11.6% 11.8% 12.1% 12.7% 12.2% 11.9% 0.2 0.3 0.5 -0.5 -0.2 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 14.7% 14.9% 15.3% 15.4% 15.0% 14.8% 0.2 0.4 0.2 -0.4 -0.3 0.3 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.0 23.2 22.9 23.0 23.7 23.8 0.1 -0.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.5% 27.3% 28.0% 27.4% 25.4% 24.0% -0.2 0.7 -0.6 -2.0 -1.3 0.0 -1.7 
Not In Employment (1) 39.4% 39.0% 39.7% 39.6% 37.5% 37.4% -0.4 0.7 -0.1 -2.1 -0.1 0.1 -1.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 12,306 12,048 12,201 12,280 12,561 12,677 29,025 28,143 28,232 28,163 28,552 28,596 -0.1% 1.6% 
Taxes Paid 2,939 2,986 3,016 3,197 3,354 3,409 6,932 6,976 6,979 7,333 7,624 7,690 2.8% 3.3% 
Benefits 2,986 2,956 3,219 3,322 3,302 3,229 7,042 6,905 7,450 7,618 7,506 7,285 3.6% -1.4% 
Business Income 1,802 1,858 2,065 2,255 2,437 2,495 4,249 4,340 4,778 5,171 5,540 5,628 7.8% 5.2% 
Interest Paid 1,673 1,414 1,209 1,106 1,090 1,084 3,945 3,303 2,797 2,537 2,477 2,446 -12.9% -1.0% 
Property Income 2,947 2,837 2,923 2,916 2,960 3,008 6,951 6,627 6,764 6,688 6,728 6,786 -0.3% 1.6% 
Disposable Income 19,357 19,133 20,116 20,521 20,854 21,170 45,656 44,694 46,548 47,063 47,405 47,755 2.0% 1.6% 
    Rank 20 20 21 21 21 21 24 26 22 23 24 26   
Resident GRP (Local) 20,448 20,212 20,697 20,990 21,624 21,809 74,739 73,501 74,780 75,340 77,076 77,977 0.9% 1.9% 
    Rank 23 23 24 24 24 24 25 25 23 21 17 17   
Industry GRP (Local) 20,165 19,885 20,223 20,233 20,581 20,697 101,926 99,299 101,989 102,930 102,805 102,680 0.1% 1.1% 
    Rank 20 20 20 20 20 20 25 27 24 22 20 21   
Headline GRP 24,793 25,192 25,269 25,103 25,209 25,785 125,315 125,801 127,436 127,702 125,919 127,920 0.4% 1.3% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 10.5% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 19.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.3 29 
2016 15.8 30 
2015 16.2 27 
2014 16.0 31 
2013 15.5 31 
2012 15.4 30 
2011 15.2 28 
2010 15.0 29 
2009 18.0 25 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.4% 25.3% 24.3% 23.2% 
   Age 20-29 12.8% 13.1% 13.7% 13.9% 
   Age 30-54 34.7% 33.5% 32.2% 30.9% 
   Age 55+   26.1% 28.0% 29.8% 32.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -211 275 -58 
   Age 20-29  586 1,091 723 
   Age 30-54  -60 341 106 
   Age 55+    2,187 2,766 3,101 
Average Annual Growth  0.6% 1.1% 0.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 146.0 8,419.9 21 
    Hi Tech 13.5 979.0 20 
    Info. Tech 3.1 402.1 28 
    Engineering 16.9 813.0 18 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 32.9 34.4 15 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.0 4.0 21 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.7 1.6 28 
    Engineering p.a. 3.8 3.3 13 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 19 18 16 17 18 17 17 19 
   Rank 26 25 22 18 22 34 31 31 28 31 27 
Rainfall (mm) 1,298 1,149 1,079 685 945 1,196 932 825 1,034 1,405 1,010 
   Rank 5 11 13 36 35 21 18 12 15 2 11 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 374 378 382 386 389 392 395 396 397 402 406 411 415 420 424 428 432 436 440 443 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 531 649 794 36 24 21 35.4% 38.9% 40.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 413 486 665 45 45 25 43.8% 40.8% 39.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 307 359 348 28 22 23 38.1% 42.2% 45.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 190 196 219 39 40 40 48.4% 47.9% 53.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 108 126 128 48 26 26 50.2% 55.4% 62.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 15% 15% 30 45 46 77.9% 63.2% 64.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.49 1.38 1.52 30 45 43 78.4% 63.3% 66.4% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 171.8 192.6 237.8 385.4 402.2 425.0 478.8 27 28 4.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 74966 73876 78711 93185 116688 121711 122779 39 25 2.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.3 2.6 3.0 4.1 3.4 3.5 3.9 26 34 2.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 52145 56541 62740 70444 80731 81453 82587 36 28 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 35.9% 29.4% 26.4% 42.1% 38.2% 33.1% 34.2% 30 32 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 73.9% 53.6% 38.9% 43.5% 43.0% 35.0% 33.3% 40 42 -2.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 10.6% 9.2% 8.6% 8.9% 9.1% 9.4% 10.1% 31 27 0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 62.8% 64.7% 47.9% 72.9% 62.4% 54.6% 52 49 -0.7% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 32 29 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,065 728 567 606 664 701 772 756 21% 
    Residential Renovations 1,451 507 449 411 398 434 442 559 14% 
    Non Residential 1,843 599 499 426 318 323 462 644 15% 
    Engineering 4,288 1,804 2,152 2,263 1,766 1,405 1,457 1,407 -31% 
    Total 9,647 3,638 3,666 3,706 3,147 2,863 3,133 3,366 -11% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,676 1,736 1,337 1,416 1,537 1,608 1,755 1,705 18% 
    Residential Renovations 1,178 1,209 1,059 960 922 994 1,004 1,262 11% 
    Non Residential 1,495 1,428 1,176 994 737 741 1,050 1,454 12% 
    Engineering 3,476 4,299 5,075 5,285 4,086 3,222 3,312 3,173 -33% 
    Total 7,825 8,672 8,647 8,656 7,282 6,566 7,121 7,593 -13% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 47 45 50 47 46 50 44 43  
    Residential Renovations 36 34 43 41 50 42 41 21  
    Non Residential 21 30 33 36 53 57 36 22  
    Engineering 21 19 23 24 25 26 21 20  
    Total 27 25 26 27 30 36 34 29  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 256.79 17043.0 27 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 28.57 1584.2 21 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.54 689.2 51 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.133 0.133 32 
Rates per Population 583.72 706.4 52 
General Purpose Grants per Population 64.95 65.7 33 
Roads Grants per Population 12.59 28.6 45 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 147,847 159,585 181,271 198,448 211,115 20 23 23 22 23 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 256,929 273,886 302,195 326,012 341,367 23 25 23 23 25 
UR Income ($m cvm) 9,188 10,581 12,855 15,404 16,620 23 24 24 25 23 
POW Emp 146,212 157,233 178,845 197,844 201,570 19 19 18 17 22 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 250,132 265,168 295,728 321,276 322,092 19 19 19 19 21 
POW Income ($m cvm) 8,910 10,170 12,565 15,121 15,509 17 18 18 20 16 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.4 33.0 32.1 31.6 31.1 56 47 56 56 52 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.8 38.6 42.5 47.2 48.7 18 29 19 19 11 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.9 32.4 31.8 31.2 30.7 52 43 53 51 49 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.6 38.4 42.5 47.1 48.1 15 25 16 15 8 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,303 1,422 1,222 840 944 1,455 1,553 1,426 834 1,112 
B Mining 3,222 2,304 2,887 4,180 4,500 2,778 1,832 2,178 2,972 3,133 
C Manufacturing 18,784 17,347 20,229 19,797 20,641 18,880 17,832 21,273 21,499 23,295 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,181 2,245 2,937 3,607 3,850 2,138 2,194 2,948 3,769 3,758 
E Construction 10,755 11,381 17,360 15,575 13,440 10,547 11,368 17,390 16,025 13,994 
F Wholesale Trade 6,694 6,314 6,385 5,987 6,389 6,766 6,528 6,504 6,169 6,273 
G Retail Trade 18,724 22,218 21,336 21,970 24,207 18,455 21,899 21,166 22,332 22,351 
H Accommodation & Food Services 12,217 13,983 12,136 14,641 16,182 12,338 13,979 12,075 14,795 15,552 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 7,054 7,090 8,177 8,980 9,560 7,036 6,957 8,218 9,282 9,590 
J Information Media & Telecoms 2,341 2,378 2,297 2,159 2,309 2,521 2,363 2,251 2,089 2,027 
K Financial & Insurance Services 4,596 4,594 5,906 6,421 6,864 4,980 4,641 5,660 6,165 5,963 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,444 2,852 3,075 3,245 3,478 2,398 2,738 2,988 3,122 3,215 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 7,311 8,302 10,584 13,182 14,131 7,408 8,160 10,126 12,664 12,538 
N Administrative & Support Services 4,156 5,114 4,924 6,199 6,733 4,122 5,042 4,865 6,107 6,382 
O Public Administration & Safety 9,003 9,707 13,084 14,370 15,333 8,352 8,916 12,202 13,750 14,103 
P Education & Training 11,862 13,615 15,158 17,734 19,419 11,172 12,589 14,022 16,586 17,383 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 17,058 19,861 24,077 28,460 31,120 16,795 19,964 24,140 28,639 29,203 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,748 2,151 2,003 2,417 2,658 1,737 2,070 1,960 2,422 2,369 
S Other Services 6,395 6,705 7,493 8,684 9,358 6,334 6,607 7,455 8,620 9,329 
Z TOTAL 147,847 159,585 181,271 198,448 211,115 146,212 157,233 178,845 197,844 201,570 
Z1 Hi Tech 13,708 14,310 18,564 21,859 23,318 14,101 14,523 18,738 22,288 23,384 
Z2 Hi Income 17,079 17,293 21,928 26,970 28,906 17,101 16,663 20,463 24,909 24,721 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 30,668 35,627 41,239 48,611 53,197 29,704 34,623 40,122 47,648 48,954 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 -0.4 1.7 0.1 0.0 1.4 1.5 -2.2 0.2 1.8 -0.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.5 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 -0.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 0.1 2.5 -0.1 0.1 1.9 2.0 -1.7 0.3 1.8 -0.5 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 11,999 12,684 12,987 13,628 14,208 13,769 14,063 14,735 14,899 14,789 14,856 14,875 14,960 2.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,415 31,999 32,692 33,932 34,964 33,502 33,871 35,118 35,140 34,547 34,376 34,113 34,006 0.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 21 18 19 19 20 21 21 20 21 23 23 28 32 0 
 

 
 



NSW Illawarra 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.50) 

 
 

 

South of Sydney, the coast and the sandstone cliffs of the Illawarra range 
define a narrow urban triangle with its apex at Coalcliff. The coal seams 
under the cliffs supported coal mining and hence the development of 
heavy industry, both of which survive though no longer as reliable drivers 
of economic growth. Despite the transport costs imposed by the necessity 
to descend the escarpment, Port Kembla is active in the export of coal and 
grain as well as serving local industry. The northern part of the region is 
within commuting range of Sydney South East. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Wollongong, Kiama 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 291 294 297 300 304 307 1.1% 0.9% 1.2% 1.1% 1.1% 1.1% 1.1% 
No. Households 105 106 107 108 110 112 0.9% 1.0% 1.4% 1.8% 1.8% 1.1% 1.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 147 150 151 153 160 163 2.4% 0.7% 1.1% 4.9% 1.7% 1.4% 3.3% 
NIEIR Employment 132 135 136 138 145 147 2.0% 1.0% 1.6% 4.9% 1.4% 1.6% 3.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.7 15.5 15.2 14.7 15.3 16.1 5.5% -2.1% -3.4% 4.5% 5.1% -0.1% 4.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.0% 10.3% 10.0% 9.6% 9.6% 9.9% 0.3 -0.3 -0.4 0.0 0.3 -0.1 0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 6.6% 7.2% 6.6% 6.1% 6.6% 7.2% 0.6 -0.6 -0.5 0.5 0.6 -0.2 0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 11.1% 11.2% 11.5% 11.4% 10.9% 10.6% 0.1 0.3 -0.1 -0.5 -0.3 0.1 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 14.1% 14.2% 14.4% 14.5% 13.9% 13.6% 0.1 0.2 0.0 -0.5 -0.4 0.1 -0.5 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.0 22.1 22.0 21.9 22.6 22.5 0.2 -0.2 -0.1 0.7 -0.1 0.0 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 30.1% 29.2% 29.0% 28.6% 25.9% 25.0% -0.9 -0.2 -0.5 -2.7 -0.9 -0.5 -1.8 
Not In Employment (1) 42.2% 41.8% 42.2% 42.4% 40.7% 40.8% -0.4 0.5 0.2 -1.7 0.1 0.1 -0.8 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 8,214 8,143 8,501 8,566 8,982 9,002 28,235 27,700 28,652 28,518 29,584 29,336 1.4% 2.5% 
Taxes Paid 1,850 1,911 2,004 2,168 2,320 2,324 6,360 6,501 6,755 7,217 7,641 7,574 5.4% 3.5% 
Benefits 1,793 1,820 1,908 1,939 1,924 1,848 6,164 6,191 6,432 6,457 6,337 6,022 2.6% -2.4% 
Business Income 1,046 1,156 1,319 1,517 1,684 1,687 3,595 3,931 4,444 5,051 5,547 5,497 13.2% 5.4% 
Interest Paid 1,139 942 802 765 789 784 3,915 3,206 2,702 2,546 2,597 2,557 -12.4% 1.3% 
Property Income 1,814 1,770 1,836 1,892 1,955 1,970 6,235 6,021 6,189 6,298 6,440 6,421 1.4% 2.0% 
Disposable Income 12,475 12,622 13,463 13,811 14,354 14,434 42,881 42,936 45,379 45,978 47,275 47,038 3.4% 2.2% 
    Rank 32 32 31 31 29 30 38 35 27 29 25 28   
Resident GRP (Local) 13,501 13,398 13,844 14,110 14,707 15,016 71,468 70,410 72,193 72,852 75,117 76,558 1.5% 3.2% 
    Rank 31 31 31 30 29 29 31 29 28 28 21 18   
Industry GRP (Local) 11,417 11,203 11,591 11,833 12,318 12,535 103,547 100,621 102,700 103,142 102,442 103,420 1.2% 2.9% 
    Rank 35 35 33 32 28 27 23 26 23 21 21 19   
Headline GRP 13,481 13,741 13,937 14,057 14,352 14,750 122,267 123,413 123,496 122,534 119,358 121,696 1.4% 2.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 



NSW Illawarra 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.51) 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 11.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 18.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 71.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 12.8 42 
2016 13.4 40 
2015 14.0 38 
2014 14.2 38 
2013 14.4 36 
2012 14.4 36 
2011 14.3 36 
2010 14.9 31 
2009 15.8 31 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.6% 26.6% 25.5% 24.1% 
   Age 20-29 13.4% 13.4% 13.9% 14.4% 
   Age 30-54 35.2% 34.2% 32.7% 31.0% 
   Age 55+   23.8% 25.8% 27.9% 30.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -238 186 -42 
   Age 20-29  157 676 800 
   Age 30-54  -118 172 5 
   Age 55+    1,348 2,050 2,427 
Average Annual Growth  0.4% 1.1% 1.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 58.5 8,419.9 35 
    Hi Tech 5.9 979.0 35 
    Info. Tech 2.0 402.1 33 
    Engineering 4.1 813.0 47 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 19.1 34.4 36 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.9 4.0 31 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.7 1.6 31 
    Engineering p.a. 1.3 3.3 61 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 17 18 17 16 17 17 17 17 18 
   Rank 37 34 32 32 31 37 33 34 34 33 28 
Rainfall (mm) 1,105 958 831 891 1,245 1,212 973 827 1,018 1,501 1,166 
   Rank 11 21 25 15 15 20 16 11 18 1 6 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 260 262 265 267 270 271 272 272 273 275 279 283 287 289 291 294 297 300 304 307 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 533 631 854 35 29 14 35.5% 37.8% 43.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 447 515 775 37 37 17 47.4% 43.3% 46.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 281 310 314 36 33 29 34.9% 36.4% 40.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 196 194 235 36 43 32 49.9% 47.6% 57.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 111 126 129 43 25 23 51.5% 55.6% 63.1% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 15% 16% 29 48 42 78.0% 62.4% 68.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.49 1.36 1.60 29 49 37 78.5% 62.5% 70.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 197.9 230.7 306.3 443.5 454.9 463.0 591.1 15 16 4.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 72416 72266 83775 95333 112816 121798 120875 43 29 2.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.7 3.2 3.7 4.6 4.0 3.8 4.9 15 21 2.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 67363 76311 87509 100905 112234 118394 124161 4 2 2.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 30.8% 25.6% 23.8% 33.3% 30.8% 24.8% 28.2% 39 43 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 60.9% 43.2% 29.7% 34.8% 32.0% 23.6% 22.1% 61 66 -3.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 16.2% 15.2% 14.9% 14.6% 14.2% 14.6% 16.2% 17 19 0.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 66.7% 62.6% 52.5% 57.5% 47.7% 35.6% 49 55 -3.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.1 20 22 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,075 358 286 374 423 468 585 694 61% 
    Residential Renovations 954 329 291 269 262 286 294 374 16% 
    Non Residential 901 374 251 342 414 288 323 368 -3% 
    Engineering 2,312 738 776 828 701 613 594 554 -24% 
    Total 5,243 1,800 1,605 1,813 1,800 1,655 1,795 1,990 4% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,269 1,240 984 1,273 1,425 1,558 1,928 2,261 56% 
    Residential Renovations 1,124 1,140 1,000 914 883 951 967 1,218 12% 
    Non Residential 1,061 1,294 863 1,165 1,396 958 1,063 1,200 -6% 
    Engineering 2,724 2,552 2,668 2,817 2,361 2,042 1,956 1,807 -26% 
    Total 6,178 6,225 5,515 6,169 6,066 5,509 5,913 6,485 1% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 61 65 65 54 51 51 41 30  
    Residential Renovations 42 40 51 48 55 48 45 30  
    Non Residential 41 41 52 28 22 44 35 28  
    Engineering 29 38 39 36 40 36 40 44  
    Total 42 51 56 45 41 55 47 39  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 191.04 17043.0 41 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 20.04 1584.2 36 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 3.59 689.2 57 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.124 0.133 35 
Rates per Population 629.22 706.4 46 
General Purpose Grants per Population 66.00 65.7 31 
Roads Grants per Population 11.83 28.6 49 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 97,120 115,459 125,322 132,047 146,602 36 30 33 33 31 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 173,027 196,560 207,777 214,756 232,396 34 31 35 38 34 
UR Income ($m cvm) 6,260 7,240 8,974 10,138 11,330 30 31 30 32 29 
POW Emp 87,420 100,687 105,380 110,260 121,202 37 33 37 41 36 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 151,724 165,902 171,478 174,586 186,548 36 34 38 42 40 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,380 5,966 7,213 8,054 8,848 30 32 35 37 28 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 32.7 31.9 31.3 30.5 36 52 58 59 59 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.2 36.8 43.2 47.2 48.8 15 38 17 20 10 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.4 31.7 31.3 30.4 29.6 45 57 60 58 61 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.5 36.0 42.1 46.1 47.4 16 42 18 18 11 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 669 763 597 535 571 601 645 491 454 462 
B Mining 2,417 1,605 2,859 3,609 3,967 1,515 982 1,712 2,419 2,331 
C Manufacturing 15,585 15,962 16,410 13,089 13,749 13,193 13,580 13,873 10,172 9,762 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,083 1,242 1,390 1,534 1,668 896 999 1,094 1,178 1,221 
E Construction 7,381 8,660 9,931 10,757 13,330 6,909 7,895 8,842 9,031 11,201 
F Wholesale Trade 3,492 3,943 3,600 3,430 3,729 2,833 3,056 2,671 2,518 2,501 
G Retail Trade 10,734 14,675 14,176 13,581 15,212 10,414 13,843 13,055 12,379 14,307 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,981 9,134 8,033 9,505 10,709 7,972 9,006 7,700 9,263 9,494 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 4,783 5,567 6,429 6,826 7,432 3,688 4,130 4,642 4,975 5,410 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,805 2,080 1,916 1,709 1,858 1,582 1,617 1,368 1,141 1,113 
K Financial & Insurance Services 3,082 3,852 4,554 4,872 5,314 2,957 3,128 3,394 3,669 3,642 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,774 1,997 2,248 2,159 2,363 1,664 1,803 1,970 1,886 2,011 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 5,194 5,962 6,691 7,394 8,060 4,552 4,842 5,076 5,515 5,548 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,687 3,891 3,720 4,242 4,716 2,538 3,507 3,188 3,665 3,956 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,962 6,588 8,846 9,691 10,555 3,937 4,832 6,229 6,799 7,202 
P Education & Training 8,380 10,900 12,510 14,298 15,797 7,898 9,790 10,885 12,651 14,933 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 9,587 12,218 14,542 17,264 19,234 9,176 11,389 13,278 15,954 18,902 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,339 1,783 1,744 1,889 2,099 1,182 1,470 1,432 1,592 1,712 
S Other Services 4,185 4,637 5,127 5,662 6,238 3,913 4,172 4,477 4,998 5,494 
Z TOTAL 97,120 115,459 125,322 132,047 146,602 87,420 100,687 105,380 110,260 121,202 
Z1 Hi Tech 8,050 8,807 9,639 10,040 10,958 6,731 6,942 7,216 7,400 7,482 
Z2 Hi Income 12,016 13,277 16,070 18,044 19,719 10,195 10,459 11,695 13,289 13,220 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 19,305 24,901 28,796 33,452 37,131 18,256 22,649 25,595 30,197 35,546 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.2 2.5 0.1 -0.1 1.2 1.2 -2.2 0.0 1.0 -1.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 0.4 2.9 -0.1 0.0 1.6 1.7 -1.7 0.2 1.2 -1.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 8,620 9,058 9,253 9,743 10,211 10,138 10,357 10,845 11,332 11,694 11,587 11,572 11,900 3.1% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 31,712 33,266 33,920 35,366 36,557 35,839 36,140 37,515 38,952 39,777 39,055 38,526 39,192 1.8% 
  - Per Cap Rank 17 17 17 15 14 14 14 13 10 9 12 15 14 0 
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Away from the coast, the Hunter Valley comprises a fertile bowl 
surrounded by ranges including striking sandstone cliffs. It has a very 
mixed identity. Old-established towns which serve the weekend interests 
of the upper crust of Sydney contrast with equally old working-class 
colliery villages. Vineyards and horse studs clash with the moonscape coal 
mines which expanded during the coal-mining boom of the 2000s. Most 
of the time the Hunter River flows gently by, but occasionally it floods. 

[This region comprises most of former Outer Hunter plus part of former Newcastle] 

 

Major centres: 

Maitland, Muswellbrook, Scone 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 189 192 195 198 200 201 1.5% 1.5% 1.4% 1.2% 0.8% 1.5% 1.0% 
No. Households 67 69 70 72 73 74 2.0% 2.2% 2.0% 1.5% 1.6% 2.0% 1.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 97 98 100 102 105 104 1.6% 1.7% 1.6% 3.7% -1.7% 1.6% 0.9% 
NIEIR Employment 89 91 91 90 93 93 1.7% 0.0% -1.5% 3.8% 0.2% 0.1% 2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.4 7.3 9.0 12.0 12.4 10.4 -0.1% 22.7% 33.2% 3.1% -16.1% 17.7% -7.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.6% 7.5% 9.0% 11.8% 11.8% 10.0% -0.1 1.5 2.8 -0.1 -1.7 1.4 -0.9 
Headline U/E Rate 3.3% 3.6% 5.1% 8.3% 8.4% 6.4% 0.3 1.5 3.2 0.1 -2.0 1.7 -1.0 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 11.0% 11.0% 11.5% 11.9% 11.7% 11.6% 0.0 0.5 0.4 -0.3 0.0 0.3 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 14.2% 14.4% 15.5% 16.5% 16.6% 16.7% 0.2 1.1 1.0 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.2 24.2 23.7 23.6 24.3 24.3 0.0 -0.4 -0.1 0.7 0.0 -0.2 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.6% 27.2% 28.2% 30.1% 28.2% 28.0% -0.3 1.0 1.9 -1.9 -0.2 0.9 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 36.4% 36.4% 37.5% 37.9% 36.2% 36.1% 0.0 1.1 0.4 -1.7 -0.1 0.5 -0.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 6,193 6,074 6,097 5,855 6,054 5,992 32,779 31,668 31,311 29,637 30,277 29,740 -1.9% 1.2% 
Taxes Paid 1,504 1,502 1,458 1,473 1,550 1,537 7,959 7,829 7,485 7,459 7,751 7,626 -0.7% 2.1% 
Benefits 1,097 1,126 1,298 1,418 1,455 1,496 5,808 5,873 6,664 7,179 7,278 7,427 8.9% 2.7% 
Business Income 598 584 599 689 749 773 3,164 3,043 3,075 3,486 3,747 3,835 4.8% 5.9% 
Interest Paid 785 681 567 500 486 483 4,156 3,551 2,913 2,532 2,430 2,399 -14.0% -1.7% 
Property Income 1,200 1,151 1,134 1,096 1,113 1,105 6,351 6,000 5,824 5,549 5,567 5,485 -3.0% 0.4% 
Disposable Income 8,534 8,439 8,797 8,766 9,013 9,082 45,168 43,999 45,175 44,375 45,076 45,076 0.9% 1.8% 
    Rank 48 48 47 49 48 49 28 29 28 36 35 34   
Resident GRP (Local) 8,912 8,802 8,895 8,939 9,228 9,374 72,152 70,375 70,156 69,689 71,230 72,485 0.1% 2.4% 
    Rank 50 50 50 50 46 46 30 30 32 31 30 30   
Industry GRP (Local) 8,327 8,179 8,252 8,264 8,435 8,502 99,128 96,163 96,750 97,921 97,782 99,078 -0.3% 1.4% 
    Rank 50 50 50 49 47 47 30 33 33 31 28 26   
Headline GRP 11,553 12,051 12,294 12,062 11,565 11,644 137,534 141,683 144,143 142,923 134,069 135,702 1.4% -1.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 3.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.6% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 70.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 16.5 20 
2016 16.1 27 
2015 16.2 29 
2014 14.8 36 
2013 13.3 38 
2012 12.9 39 
2011 13.0 41 
2010 12.9 43 
2009 15.5 34 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.4% 29.4% 28.4% 27.3% 
   Age 20-29 12.3% 12.6% 13.3% 13.2% 
   Age 30-54 36.0% 34.7% 33.5% 32.4% 
   Age 55+   21.4% 23.3% 24.8% 27.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  299 523 264 
   Age 20-29  351 671 297 
   Age 30-54  304 611 416 
   Age 55+    1,114 1,296 1,533 
Average Annual Growth  1.2% 1.7% 1.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 49.1 8,419.9 38 
    Hi Tech 6.2 979.0 32 
    Info. Tech 0.8 402.1 43 
    Engineering 5.8 813.0 37 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 24.4 34.4 24 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.1 4.0 18 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.4 1.6 45 
    Engineering p.a. 2.9 3.3 23 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 17 18 17 15 15 16 17 17 18 
   Rank 29 36 33 34 33 43 52 39 33 36 34 
Rainfall (mm) 798 850 838 582 826 903 636 622 785 916 796 
   Rank 23 26 23 49 47 32 34 35 25 20 32 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 157 158 159 161 163 165 166 169 171 173 176 179 182 185 189 192 195 198 200 201 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 400 475 555 60 52 41 26.7% 28.5% 28.4% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 334 390 491 57 57 37 35.4% 32.8% 29.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 275 294 276 42 41 46 34.1% 34.6% 35.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 208 209 212 30 35 42 53.2% 51.2% 51.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 112 125 123 40 28 34 52.1% 55.3% 60.4% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 16% 16% 16 37 43 83.0% 67.9% 66.3% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.59 1.48 1.53 17 37 40 83.6% 68.0% 67.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 127.5 143.8 155.8 296.5 324.3 347.8 350.2 48 40 4.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 87131 84805 88613 103190 124809 123534 121404 17 28 1.7% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.5 1.7 1.8 2.9 2.6 2.8 2.9 62 45 2.7% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 40470 46447 51663 57935 64621 65512 66580 57 46 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 33.8% 25.9% 20.3% 37.8% 37.5% 33.2% 30.6% 38 40 0.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 77.6% 53.3% 39.1% 43.0% 42.6% 36.7% 34.9% 41 38 -2.0% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.5% 4.9% 4.5% 5.1% 4.6% 5.2% 5.7% 57 57 0.7% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 89.0% 94.2% 75.6% 81.3% 81.0% 84.0% 19 25 -0.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.0 37 37 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 975 426 367 443 448 367 336 375 -14% 
    Residential Renovations 596 211 189 174 170 185 190 242 16% 
    Non Residential 514 275 250 257 207 160 203 282 -10% 
    Engineering 3,184 1,232 1,358 1,442 1,145 951 978 1,042 -25% 
    Total 5,269 2,143 2,163 2,316 1,970 1,664 1,708 1,941 -18% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,817 2,300 1,942 2,309 2,299 1,857 1,681 1,860 -18% 
    Residential Renovations 1,111 1,140 999 908 874 938 951 1,199 11% 
    Non Residential 958 1,486 1,321 1,342 1,062 812 1,015 1,400 -13% 
    Engineering 5,940 6,657 7,187 7,516 5,882 4,816 4,893 5,173 -28% 
    Total 9,826 11,583 11,448 12,075 10,117 8,423 8,540 9,631 -21% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 42 31 36 27 26 43 47 40  
    Residential Renovations 43 39 52 50 57 49 49 35  
    Non Residential 50 26 25 19 35 53 38 24  
    Engineering 12 13 17 17 21 19 16 14  
    Total 18 15 18 17 21 23 21 16  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 120.06 17043.0 56 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 19.24 1584.2 38 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 7.57 689.2 33 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.223 0.133 26 
Rates per Population 600.48 706.4 50 
General Purpose Grants per Population 96.23 65.7 25 
Roads Grants per Population 37.84 28.6 31 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 65,715 68,211 79,829 89,504 93,779 50 50 49 48 48 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 116,831 120,549 138,827 154,603 161,766 51 50 50 48 48 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,003 4,387 5,841 6,988 7,497 51 56 48 48 43 
POW Emp 58,361 61,872 72,240 84,000 85,809 53 52 51 49 50 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 100,618 105,247 122,608 142,522 145,045 55 54 51 50 51 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,429 3,836 5,061 6,403 6,624 54 59 48 48 45 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 34.0 33.4 33.2 33.2 39 19 24 23 24 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.3 36.4 42.1 45.2 46.3 25 42 21 27 17 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.2 32.7 32.6 32.6 32.5 49 37 38 26 29 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.1 36.4 41.3 44.9 45.7 22 36 22 25 17 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 4,611 4,559 4,388 3,874 4,216 4,275 4,344 4,162 3,851 4,189 
B Mining 6,450 4,967 7,622 10,515 10,895 6,331 5,327 8,404 12,095 12,325 
C Manufacturing 8,162 7,882 9,271 9,148 9,433 6,111 5,942 6,922 6,877 7,094 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,534 1,306 1,673 1,809 1,869 1,195 1,119 1,449 1,529 1,831 
E Construction 3,978 4,460 7,351 7,112 6,288 3,647 4,133 6,869 7,333 6,437 
F Wholesale Trade 2,680 2,959 2,607 2,753 2,878 1,892 2,130 1,875 2,119 2,133 
G Retail Trade 7,182 8,496 8,898 9,182 9,952 6,861 8,225 8,664 9,052 10,030 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,096 6,034 5,303 6,650 7,212 5,144 6,047 5,263 6,608 6,661 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,804 2,926 3,458 3,757 3,965 2,161 2,397 2,670 2,870 2,685 
J Information Media & Telecoms 973 673 682 678 721 700 476 448 437 401 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,343 1,217 1,443 1,486 1,577 1,077 895 998 1,020 975 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 933 878 1,203 1,423 1,496 858 871 1,111 1,377 1,320 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,349 2,574 3,275 3,931 4,162 2,106 2,257 2,762 3,338 3,124 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,477 2,080 2,044 2,913 3,101 1,450 2,029 1,921 2,797 2,755 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,185 3,185 4,356 4,745 5,014 2,908 2,827 3,721 4,020 3,897 
P Education & Training 3,954 4,233 4,720 5,517 5,962 3,804 4,253 4,904 5,781 6,374 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,624 6,192 7,083 8,394 9,095 4,596 5,175 6,014 7,342 7,742 
R Arts & Recreation Services 578 776 768 908 975 580 719 698 871 890 
S Other Services 2,800 2,815 3,685 4,708 4,968 2,667 2,707 3,386 4,682 4,946 
Z TOTAL 65,715 68,211 79,829 89,504 93,779 58,361 61,872 72,240 84,000 85,809 
Z1 Hi Tech 4,112 4,529 5,961 6,849 7,248 3,282 3,481 4,443 5,203 5,111 
Z2 Hi Income 10,743 9,468 13,330 17,461 18,235 10,091 9,123 13,008 17,837 17,721 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 10,157 11,200 12,571 14,819 16,032 8,980 10,146 11,616 13,994 15,006 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 0.0 2.2 0.1 -0.2 1.4 1.2 -2.2 0.0 1.3 -1.0 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.8 0.0 -0.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 -0.1 -0.2 -0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 0.6 3.0 -0.1 -0.4 1.7 1.4 -1.7 0.0 1.1 -1.6 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,342 4,672 4,938 5,304 5,550 5,540 5,719 5,992 6,318 6,507 6,563 6,506 6,518 4.1% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,081 27,721 28,931 30,581 31,528 31,012 31,468 32,385 33,441 33,927 33,703 32,934 32,599 1.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 50 42 39 34 34 32 29 30 24 24 28 36 36 0 
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The government of NSW seems to recognise that parts of the state which 
receive commercial services from Melbourne and Adelaide rather than 
Sydney should be separate regions, hence this region which comprises 
two state-government regions, one on the north bank of the Murray and 
the other along the SA border. Land use in the part alongside the Murray 
is similar to the Murrumbidgee region and combines irrigation districts 
with broad-acre farming, while the part alongside the SA border is dry 
pastoral country which includes the legendary mining town of Broken Hill. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports, save that it no longer 
includes the former Jerilderie shire.] 

 

Major centres: 

Albury, Broken Hill 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 133 133 134 135 135 136 0.4% 0.9% 0.7% 0.2% 0.3% 0.6% 0.2% 
No. Households 52 52 52 52 53 53 0.1% 0.2% 0.5% 0.7% 0.7% 0.3% 0.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 70 69 67 69 69 66 -0.8% -2.6% 1.9% 0.1% -4.1% -0.5% -2.0% 
NIEIR Employment 62 63 61 60 61 59 1.4% -4.2% -0.9% 2.0% -2.9% -1.2% -0.5% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.4 6.0 6.9 8.7 7.6 6.5 -19.1% 14.3% 26.2% -12.4% -13.9% 5.3% -13.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.6% 8.7% 10.2% 12.6% 11.0% 9.9% -2.0 1.5 2.4 -1.6 -1.1 0.7 -1.4 
Headline U/E Rate 6.5% 4.5% 6.2% 9.7% 8.2% 7.0% -2.0 1.7 3.5 -1.5 -1.2 1.1 -1.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.1% 13.3% 13.9% 13.5% 13.0% 12.8% 0.2 0.6 -0.5 -0.5 -0.2 0.1 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 16.6% 16.8% 17.5% 17.8% 17.5% 17.4% 0.3 0.7 0.3 -0.2 -0.2 0.4 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.4 25.8 25.5 25.7 26.6 26.7 0.4 -0.3 0.2 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.6% 23.5% 27.2% 28.0% 26.5% 28.0% -1.1 3.7 0.7 -1.4 1.4 1.1 0.0 
Not In Employment (1) 33.1% 32.0% 32.8% 32.3% 30.0% 29.6% -1.0 0.8 -0.6 -2.3 -0.3 -0.3 -1.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 3,151 3,070 2,959 3,044 3,009 2,992 23,777 23,076 22,048 22,533 22,233 22,040 -1.1% -0.9% 
Taxes Paid 783 797 747 857 880 948 5,910 5,989 5,566 6,346 6,501 6,980 3.1% 5.1% 
Benefits 1,121 1,161 1,231 1,276 1,299 1,274 8,460 8,729 9,170 9,446 9,601 9,385 4.4% -0.1% 
Business Income 1,050 1,110 1,069 1,202 1,289 1,574 7,924 8,344 7,965 8,897 9,526 11,595 4.6% 14.4% 
Interest Paid 473 398 331 293 290 288 3,571 2,989 2,468 2,171 2,140 2,122 -14.7% -0.9% 
Property Income 790 763 719 766 753 794 5,963 5,734 5,357 5,669 5,565 5,848 -1.0% 1.8% 
Disposable Income 5,997 6,025 5,963 6,281 6,292 6,616 45,253 45,287 44,427 46,490 46,494 48,738 1.6% 2.6% 
    Rank 58 58 59 59 58 58 27 24 31 26 29 24   
Resident GRP (Local) 5,396 5,369 5,425 5,560 5,742 5,913 65,193 64,926 65,162 66,682 68,895 71,633 1.0% 3.1% 
    Rank 61 61 62 60 59 59 46 44 45 38 35 32   
Industry GRP (Local) 5,053 5,012 5,015 5,043 5,111 5,232 84,009 83,017 85,968 87,512 87,900 92,693 -0.1% 1.9% 
    Rank 61 61 61 61 60 59 64 64 58 55 49 37   
Headline GRP 6,881 6,796 6,748 6,769 6,746 6,995 114,394 112,575 115,691 117,456 116,015 123,919 -0.5% 1.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 8.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.8% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 19.6% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 19.3 11 
2016 20.6 9 
2015 20.3 9 
2014 20.6 9 
2013 19.3 14 
2012 18.7 14 
2011 19.0 11 
2010 24.9 1 
2009 28.2 1 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.2% 26.9% 25.4% 24.0% 
   Age 20-29 11.0% 11.0% 11.4% 12.2% 
   Age 30-54 34.7% 33.1% 30.9% 28.7% 
   Age 55+   26.0% 29.0% 32.3% 35.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -359 -314 -222 
   Age 20-29  -2 142 294 
   Age 30-54  -412 -525 -393 
   Age 55+    791 930 971 
Average Annual Growth  0.0% 0.2% 0.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 14.8 8,419.9 63 
    Hi Tech 0.8 979.0 63 
    Info. Tech 0.1 402.1 63 
    Engineering 2.1 813.0 60 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 10.9 34.4 63 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.6 4.0 62 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.1 1.6 63 
    Engineering p.a. 1.5 3.3 58 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 17 18 17 17 17 18 16 17 18 
   Rank 33 33 36 36 39 31 27 25 37 30 30 
Rainfall (mm) 319 343 349 482 830 556 325 397 352 508 563 
   Rank 63 59 63 55 45 56 64 63 59 52 58 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 131 131 131 131 131 131 130 130 131 131 132 132 132 132 133 133 134 135 135 136 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 365 392 498 67 66 49 24.4% 23.5% 25.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 268 284 360 67 67 59 28.4% 23.9% 21.6% 
    Value of Financial Assets 270 273 304 46 46 31 33.5% 32.1% 39.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 172 165 166 48 54 59 44.0% 40.4% 40.4% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 116 114 125 35 41 32 53.7% 50.5% 61.1% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 14% 13% 44 53 59 68.9% 60.0% 53.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.32 1.31 1.22 44 53 58 69.4% 60.1% 53.4% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 116.2 119.0 137.7 212.7 213.0 217.0 230.0 59 65 3.2% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 78389 78512 96751 105746 109946 116579 127613 28 18 2.4% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.5 1.5 1.5 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.9 65 63 1.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 47270 54579 61957 64893 70067 73405 77669 42 36 1.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 25.8% 18.4% 15.1% 24.2% 22.5% 18.4% 17.1% 63 65 -0.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 79.2% 54.4% 39.0% 40.7% 36.5% 29.7% 27.7% 36 60 -3.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 9.9% 10.6% 9.8% 9.7% 9.7% 9.7% 9.7% 25 30 -0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 89.6% 97.4% 90.6% 81.4% 89.4% 92.1% 15 11 0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 58 50 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 602 188 168 186 193 233 254 230 31% 
    Residential Renovations 518 172 154 141 135 147 149 187 12% 
    Non Residential 439 178 136 140 118 113 116 87 -20% 
    Engineering 802 369 429 445 346 285 290 275 -30% 
    Total 2,361 907 887 912 791 778 809 779 -9% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,522 1,422 1,271 1,399 1,437 1,726 1,879 1,695 29% 
    Residential Renovations 1,310 1,304 1,161 1,061 1,004 1,088 1,097 1,380 11% 
    Non Residential 1,110 1,351 1,024 1,050 876 835 854 638 -21% 
    Engineering 2,027 2,798 3,236 3,347 2,579 2,111 2,144 2,028 -31% 
    Total 5,970 6,874 6,692 6,857 5,896 5,760 5,975 5,741 -10% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 54 57 53 50 50 45 43 44  
    Residential Renovations 22 25 30 29 38 24 26 9  
    Non Residential 36 37 40 33 45 48 50 59  
    Engineering 41 32 30 31 33 34 33 39  
    Total 45 37 39 34 45 47 46 52  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 92.43 17043.0 61 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 36.59 1584.2 15 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 15.81 689.2 15 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.567 0.133 5 
Rates per Population 682.94 706.4 40 
General Purpose Grants per Population 270.36 65.7 4 
Roads Grants per Population 116.84 28.6 6 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 55,325 58,984 62,291 62,385 59,974 56 56 57 61 61 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 100,257 103,627 108,599 108,950 112,925 56 56 57 59 58 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,379 4,401 3,946 4,240 4,834 56 55 59 61 57 
POW Emp 53,289 56,992 60,598 60,148 56,447 57 57 58 60 60 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 95,737 98,751 104,811 103,641 103,063 57 58 58 60 59 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,096 4,043 3,644 3,897 4,153 57 57 61 62 60 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.8 33.8 33.5 33.6 36.2 20 23 21 18 6 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.7 42.5 36.3 38.9 42.8 27 11 56 59 29 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.5 33.3 33.3 33.1 35.1 23 27 24 22 8 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.3 40.9 34.8 37.6 40.3 37 17 62 64 34 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 8,586 8,839 8,023 6,353 6,244 9,507 9,677 8,681 6,722 6,419 
B Mining 954 658 1,004 1,040 1,039 922 669 999 1,086 912 
C Manufacturing 5,466 6,263 7,043 6,403 5,967 4,474 5,053 5,920 5,474 5,147 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 764 638 869 944 898 780 632 839 912 885 
E Construction 2,989 3,730 4,699 4,853 3,982 2,790 3,534 4,570 4,497 3,733 
F Wholesale Trade 2,403 2,375 2,214 2,069 1,981 2,201 2,138 2,006 1,888 1,657 
G Retail Trade 6,175 6,970 7,169 6,852 6,772 5,729 6,596 6,859 6,451 6,250 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,286 5,518 4,769 5,029 4,975 6,019 6,331 5,565 5,793 5,434 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,350 2,450 2,928 2,792 2,676 2,296 2,482 2,916 2,852 2,454 
J Information Media & Telecoms 833 763 780 780 750 735 648 633 613 521 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,083 1,013 1,160 1,121 1,083 1,094 947 1,052 964 918 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 589 648 692 681 660 568 644 685 687 615 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,598 1,974 2,162 2,333 2,254 1,521 1,775 1,942 2,053 1,803 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,212 1,514 1,402 1,669 1,633 1,083 1,383 1,272 1,532 1,386 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,315 3,209 3,901 4,241 4,114 2,754 2,809 3,863 4,148 3,801 
P Education & Training 3,817 4,023 4,385 4,999 4,899 3,407 3,712 4,089 4,631 4,391 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,201 5,814 6,362 7,213 7,117 4,790 5,385 6,017 6,905 7,220 
R Arts & Recreation Services 484 538 573 691 677 611 681 661 784 767 
S Other Services 2,221 2,047 2,154 2,321 2,251 2,007 1,896 2,027 2,156 2,133 
Z TOTAL 55,325 58,984 62,291 62,385 59,974 53,289 56,992 60,598 60,148 56,447 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,152 3,688 4,213 4,089 3,945 2,974 3,391 3,926 3,646 3,334 
Z2 Hi Income 4,087 4,156 4,878 5,181 5,040 3,887 3,784 4,409 4,613 4,070 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 9,503 10,375 11,321 12,902 12,693 8,807 9,778 10,767 12,320 12,379 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.5 -3.2 -1.3 0.1 -0.3 2.1 1.9 -2.2 0.1 5.3 3.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 -0.3 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.0 -0.1 0.7 0.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -3.8 -1.1 -0.1 -0.4 3.0 2.7 -1.7 -0.4 6.8 3.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,567 3,626 3,721 3,931 4,123 4,059 4,013 3,938 4,065 4,142 4,120 4,165 4,161 1.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 27,365 27,806 28,447 29,921 31,329 30,792 30,389 29,835 30,670 31,130 30,694 30,827 30,743 1.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 37 41 44 42 36 34 42 54 47 45 47 50 52 0 
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The Murrumbidgee region slopes westward from the forested Snowy 
Mountains out to the saltbush plains round Hay. Most of the region is 
quintessential mixed farming country, with rainfall diminishing inland and 
subject to the occasional drought. Though most of its agriculture is rain-
fed, there are significant irrigation areas, notably the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area with its wine industry. Though the principal economic 
connections of the region are with Sydney, its position between state 
capitals places it astride major national transport routes and is responsible 
for the location of logistics activity as well as rural processing. 

 his region comprises the former NSW Riverina plus the former Jerilderie, 
Gundagai, Tumut and Tumbarumba shires] 

 

Major centres: 

  

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 160 161 162 163 164 165 0.2% 0.9% 0.6% 0.7% 0.2% 0.6% 0.4% 
No. Households 58 58 58 59 59 59 0.1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.4% 0.5% 0.2% 0.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 85 85 87 87 85 84 0.6% 2.2% -0.1% -2.3% -0.9% 0.9% -1.6% 
NIEIR Employment 77 78 79 80 79 78 1.2% 1.5% 1.0% -1.0% -1.0% 1.2% -1.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.9 7.4 8.1 7.3 6.0 6.0 -6.0% 9.6% -11.0% -16.9% 0.2% -2.8% -8.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.3% 8.7% 9.4% 8.3% 7.1% 7.2% -0.6 0.6 -1.0 -1.2 0.1 -0.3 -0.6 
Headline U/E Rate 5.9% 5.4% 5.8% 4.8% 3.8% 4.0% -0.5 0.4 -1.0 -1.0 0.2 -0.4 -0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 10.3% 10.4% 10.8% 10.6% 10.2% 10.1% 0.2 0.4 -0.2 -0.4 -0.1 0.1 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 13.2% 13.6% 14.0% 14.2% 14.0% 14.0% 0.4 0.4 0.2 -0.2 0.0 0.3 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.8 26.2 25.9 26.0 26.7 26.7 0.4 -0.3 0.2 0.6 0.0 0.1 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.1% 23.0% 22.5% 21.9% 23.3% 23.6% -1.1 -0.6 -0.5 1.4 0.3 -0.7 0.8 
Not In Employment (1) 32.1% 31.2% 31.9% 31.4% 29.7% 29.6% -1.0 0.7 -0.4 -1.7 -0.1 -0.2 -0.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 3,922 3,869 4,068 4,034 4,028 3,987 24,474 24,096 25,104 24,736 24,538 24,231 0.9% -0.6% 
Taxes Paid 986 1,020 1,038 1,124 1,175 1,270 6,155 6,354 6,406 6,893 7,155 7,720 4.5% 6.3% 
Benefits 1,143 1,196 1,189 1,244 1,291 1,253 7,134 7,449 7,336 7,628 7,864 7,613 2.9% 0.3% 
Business Income 1,399 1,463 1,479 1,593 1,764 2,187 8,731 9,109 9,128 9,769 10,744 13,292 4.4% 17.2% 
Interest Paid 551 457 383 336 332 330 3,437 2,849 2,361 2,063 2,023 2,008 -15.2% -0.9% 
Property Income 939 912 925 933 939 992 5,858 5,680 5,707 5,723 5,720 6,026 -0.2% 3.1% 
Disposable Income 7,309 7,379 7,698 7,843 8,001 8,457 45,612 45,950 47,504 48,095 48,743 51,398 2.4% 3.8% 
    Rank 52 52 52 52 52 52 25 21 19 20 18 13   
Resident GRP (Local) 6,819 6,758 6,853 6,982 7,248 7,525 67,382 66,880 67,303 68,350 70,440 73,551 0.8% 3.8% 
    Rank 57 57 57 55 53 53 38 38 35 34 32 27   
Industry GRP (Local) 6,630 6,526 6,565 6,619 6,802 7,070 88,901 86,920 87,051 88,110 92,430 97,171 -0.1% 3.4% 
    Rank 55 56 56 55 55 55 52 54 56 52 37 31   
Headline GRP 8,302 8,289 8,303 8,259 8,321 8,771 111,321 110,393 110,085 109,939 113,080 120,537 -0.2% 3.0% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 7.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.6% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 17.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.8 32 
2016 16.1 28 
2015 15.9 31 
2014 15.4 34 
2013 16.2 26 
2012 15.6 27 
2011 15.9 26 
2010 21.9 4 
2009 25.5 5 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.2% 29.3% 28.0% 26.5% 
   Age 20-29 12.7% 12.4% 13.0% 13.6% 
   Age 30-54 34.2% 33.0% 31.3% 29.3% 
   Age 55+   23.0% 25.2% 27.7% 30.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -246 -236 -259 
   Age 20-29  -77 259 337 
   Age 30-54  -353 -336 -404 
   Age 55+    726 941 1,189 
Average Annual Growth  0.0% 0.4% 0.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 19.6 8,419.9 57 
    Hi Tech 0.9 979.0 62 
    Info. Tech 0.4 402.1 56 
    Engineering 3.0 813.0 52 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 11.9 34.4 59 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.5 4.0 63 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 57 
    Engineering p.a. 1.8 3.3 49 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 17 17 16 15 14 13 14 16 17 
   Rank 40 41 40 41 43 52 57 61 59 41 36 
Rainfall (mm) 353 486 487 592 1,038 795 451 563 466 718 763 
   Rank 58 50 48 47 25 42 52 43 48 35 35 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 155 156 156 157 157 156 156 156 156 157 158 159 160 160 160 161 162 163 164 165 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 409 471 580 59 53 37 27.2% 28.2% 29.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 289 314 409 62 62 52 30.6% 26.4% 24.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 294 326 344 31 28 24 36.5% 38.3% 44.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 174 169 173 44 50 53 44.3% 41.4% 42.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 126 132 143 22 20 13 58.3% 58.1% 69.9% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 13% 11% 54 60 64 64.3% 54.0% 49.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.23 1.17 1.12 54 60 64 64.8% 54.0% 49.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 119.9 140.1 157.8 238.3 241.2 241.1 276.3 49 54 3.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 79949 82450 104214 108367 118888 132626 144478 22 9 2.7% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.5 1.7 1.6 2.2 2.1 1.9 2.2 59 58 1.2% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 49264 55014 65141 67049 75540 77869 81735 41 31 1.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 26.8% 21.7% 16.3% 26.8% 24.5% 19.9% 20.7% 52 64 -0.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 76.7% 53.9% 37.3% 38.8% 36.7% 30.2% 26.6% 38 63 -3.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 8.5% 8.9% 7.9% 8.2% 7.7% 7.9% 7.9% 32 37 -0.6% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 84.0% 95.0% 79.8% 88.0% 94.1% 91.6% 34 12 0.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.1 39 26 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 767 227 174 190 218 213 219 203 9% 
    Residential Renovations 570 190 170 156 151 163 165 208 12% 
    Non Residential 592 314 187 184 203 216 263 241 25% 
    Engineering 1,227 572 549 514 402 332 336 346 -31% 
    Total 3,157 1,303 1,079 1,044 975 924 983 998 -6% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,609 1,418 1,083 1,183 1,346 1,304 1,336 1,232 7% 
    Residential Renovations 1,198 1,191 1,060 972 932 999 1,005 1,265 10% 
    Non Residential 1,243 1,965 1,167 1,145 1,254 1,324 1,600 1,466 23% 
    Engineering 2,575 3,578 3,425 3,203 2,482 2,036 2,048 2,106 -32% 
    Total 6,625 8,153 6,736 6,503 6,015 5,664 5,990 6,068 -8% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 50 58 60 59 52 62 58 55  
    Residential Renovations 35 36 42 39 45 40 40 20  
    Non Residential 32 15 34 29 27 25 19 20  
    Engineering 30 25 28 32 34 37 39 37  
    Total 37 30 37 40 44 51 45 44  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 100.90 17043.0 59 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 38.22 1584.2 13 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 18.87 689.2 11 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.566 0.133 6 
Rates per Population 614.66 706.4 49 
General Purpose Grants per Population 232.82 65.7 7 
Roads Grants per Population 114.97 28.6 7 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 67,506 72,942 75,647 76,857 77,733 49 49 51 52 53 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 123,466 130,106 133,802 134,690 140,273 49 49 51 52 52 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,331 5,465 4,933 5,420 6,183 44 43 53 54 52 
POW Emp 65,058 70,501 73,177 74,578 72,762 51 49 50 53 53 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 118,386 124,874 128,701 129,784 130,460 49 48 50 54 54 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,164 5,219 4,732 5,232 5,728 42 40 55 55 52 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.3 34.0 33.7 34.7 11 11 14 16 13 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.1 42.0 36.9 40.2 44.1 21 13 52 47 23 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.0 34.1 33.8 33.5 34.5 13 15 18 19 11 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.2 41.8 36.8 40.3 43.9 17 13 47 40 20 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 12,233 12,725 10,848 9,210 9,684 12,178 12,691 10,890 9,260 9,674 
B Mining 128 73 143 214 219 88 70 101 159 157 
C Manufacturing 6,709 7,215 9,026 8,659 8,592 6,585 7,040 8,561 8,315 8,033 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,098 948 1,185 1,392 1,393 1,052 911 1,119 1,346 1,474 
E Construction 3,505 4,644 5,226 5,023 4,186 3,215 4,371 5,060 4,771 3,964 
F Wholesale Trade 3,350 3,561 2,980 2,972 2,994 3,013 3,248 2,754 2,747 2,462 
G Retail Trade 7,324 8,795 8,479 8,257 8,560 6,817 8,401 8,244 8,048 7,931 
H Accommodation & Food Services 4,623 5,238 4,320 4,810 5,008 4,409 5,056 4,245 4,715 4,577 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,122 3,361 3,659 3,752 3,779 3,092 3,243 3,491 3,566 3,257 
J Information Media & Telecoms 941 795 792 728 734 924 769 737 659 596 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,343 1,193 1,386 1,402 1,417 1,354 1,129 1,272 1,297 1,245 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 683 758 843 856 871 639 738 805 821 784 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,181 2,293 2,395 2,649 2,694 2,113 2,190 2,238 2,447 2,297 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,363 1,708 1,720 1,841 1,896 1,333 1,700 1,647 1,769 1,709 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,723 4,476 5,932 6,455 6,532 4,834 4,502 5,900 6,446 6,152 
P Education & Training 5,371 5,627 6,269 6,931 7,144 5,012 5,334 6,056 6,730 6,687 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,513 6,017 7,066 8,092 8,355 5,326 5,791 6,861 7,974 8,227 
R Arts & Recreation Services 494 549 583 639 648 485 545 536 626 594 
S Other Services 2,801 2,967 2,792 2,974 3,026 2,590 2,771 2,659 2,881 2,943 
Z TOTAL 67,506 72,942 75,647 76,857 77,733 65,058 70,501 73,177 74,578 72,762 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,038 3,376 3,602 3,896 3,956 3,018 3,196 3,351 3,626 3,463 
Z2 Hi Income 4,183 4,078 4,645 4,932 5,007 4,116 3,961 4,285 4,547 4,293 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 11,379 12,193 13,918 15,663 16,147 10,822 11,670 13,453 15,330 15,508 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -2.9 -0.9 0.1 -0.3 2.1 2.0 -2.2 0.1 5.1 2.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 -0.5 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.0 -0.1 0.6 0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 -3.6 -0.9 -0.1 -0.4 2.8 2.5 -1.7 -0.4 6.4 3.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,061 4,177 4,341 4,600 4,886 4,839 4,842 4,859 5,001 5,120 5,207 5,183 5,164 2.3% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,087 26,806 27,746 29,283 30,970 30,452 30,351 30,402 31,208 31,883 32,134 31,783 31,461 1.6% 
  - Per Cap Rank 49 52 48 49 38 37 43 46 44 38 38 41 45 0 
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The NSW North Coast region runs from Bulahdelah in the south to Coffs 
Harbour in the north. Along its attractive coastline a series of resorts and 
retirement settlements looks out to sea while agriculture thrives in the 
valleys of its short but flood-prone rivers. On the slopes and ridges there 
are substantial state forests. With the growth of tourism the coastal towns 
are gradually coming to dominate the region. 

[This region comprises former NSW Mid North Coast plus former Great Lakes and Gloucester 
shires.] 

 

Major centres: 

Taree, Port Macquarie, Kempsey, Coffs Harbour 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 298 300 302 305 307 309 0.7% 0.8% 0.8% 0.8% 0.5% 0.7% 0.7% 
No. Households 116 117 118 119 120 121 0.7% 0.7% 0.9% 1.1% 1.1% 0.8% 1.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 132 134 137 142 148 146 1.6% 2.5% 3.8% 4.0% -1.7% 2.6% 1.1% 
NIEIR Employment 115 117 120 124 129 128 1.8% 1.9% 3.3% 4.8% -0.7% 2.3% 2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 16.4 16.4 17.5 18.9 18.6 17.1 0.2% 6.9% 7.7% -1.4% -8.2% 4.9% -4.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 12.4% 12.3% 12.8% 13.2% 12.6% 11.7% -0.2 0.5 0.5 -0.7 -0.8 0.3 -0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 5.9% 5.8% 6.3% 7.2% 7.1% 6.4% -0.1 0.5 0.9 -0.1 -0.7 0.4 -0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 18.0% 18.3% 19.0% 19.6% 18.7% 18.4% 0.4 0.6 0.6 -0.9 -0.3 0.5 -0.6 
Social Security Take-up 22.7% 23.2% 23.7% 23.7% 23.1% 22.8% 0.5 0.5 0.0 -0.6 -0.2 0.3 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 20.2 20.5 20.6 20.9 21.5 21.5 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.0 0.2 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 34.2% 33.1% 31.8% 29.7% 26.8% 26.8% -1.2 -1.2 -2.1 -2.9 0.0 -1.5 -1.5 
Not In Employment (1) 46.7% 46.0% 45.8% 45.0% 43.5% 43.3% -0.7 -0.2 -0.9 -1.5 -0.1 -0.6 -0.8 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,334 5,390 5,623 5,907 6,053 6,112 17,898 17,961 18,593 19,388 19,702 19,803 3.5% 1.7% 
Taxes Paid 1,128 1,175 1,233 1,447 1,525 1,534 3,784 3,917 4,077 4,749 4,964 4,971 8.7% 3.0% 
Benefits 2,853 2,902 3,046 3,086 3,053 2,928 9,572 9,670 10,073 10,128 9,938 9,486 2.6% -2.6% 
Business Income 1,271 1,259 1,375 1,653 1,783 1,743 4,265 4,196 4,548 5,426 5,805 5,647 9.2% 2.7% 
Interest Paid 990 846 723 670 669 666 3,323 2,820 2,389 2,200 2,178 2,157 -12.2% -0.4% 
Property Income 1,883 1,824 1,876 2,022 2,043 2,057 6,316 6,079 6,205 6,636 6,650 6,665 2.4% 0.9% 
Disposable Income 11,326 11,450 12,137 12,904 13,086 13,079 38,001 38,152 40,136 42,354 42,596 42,374 4.4% 0.7% 
    Rank 35 33 33 33 33 33 60 54 48 42 41 45   
Resident GRP (Local) 10,602 10,500 10,853 11,186 11,440 11,718 60,462 59,908 61,855 63,626 64,694 66,765 1.8% 2.3% 
    Rank 42 43 39 36 35 34 60 60 56 48 42 38   
Industry GRP (Local) 10,057 9,901 10,188 10,399 10,488 10,683 92,252 89,792 91,085 91,319 89,730 93,097 1.1% 1.4% 
    Rank 43 43 41 39 38 37 47 50 48 44 39 36   
Headline GRP 12,326 12,424 12,609 12,862 12,974 13,584 113,069 112,670 112,726 112,953 110,998 118,378 1.4% 2.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 10.5% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 9.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 26.1% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 72.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 22.4 3 
2016 23.3 3 
2015 23.9 3 
2014 25.1 2 
2013 25.3 2 
2012 25.2 1 
2011 25.3 1 
2010 20.9 6 
2009 25.3 8 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.1% 25.4% 24.3% 23.2% 
   Age 20-29 8.2% 8.3% 8.5% 9.2% 
   Age 30-54 33.2% 31.7% 29.2% 26.4% 
   Age 55+   31.6% 34.5% 38.0% 41.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -209 48 -142 
   Age 20-29  310 353 596 
   Age 30-54  40 -565 -1,083 
   Age 55+    2,499 3,089 2,775 
Average Annual Growth  1.0% 1.0% 0.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 41.0 8,419.9 42 
    Hi Tech 4.9 979.0 38 
    Info. Tech 2.0 402.1 34 
    Engineering 5.2 813.0 42 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.3 34.4 55 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.6 4.0 37 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.6 1.6 33 
    Engineering p.a. 1.7 3.3 53 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 17 18 17 17 18 18 17 18 19 
   Rank 36 37 34 35 35 20 21 22 27 25 24 
Rainfall (mm) 1,360 2,118 2,546 1,592 2,411 2,110 1,849 998 1,803 1,329 951 
   Rank 3 2 2 2 3 2 1 4 1 3 16 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 256 260 264 267 270 274 277 279 280 283 287 290 294 296 298 300 302 305 307 309 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 508 562 699 44 36 28 33.8% 33.7% 35.8% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 394 426 587 50 50 28 41.8% 35.8% 35.3% 
    Value of Financial Assets 267 296 298 50 40 35 33.1% 34.7% 38.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 153 159 186 55 58 49 39.0% 39.0% 45.3% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 91 103 108 67 57 54 42.1% 45.5% 52.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 15% 15% 36 47 45 74.9% 62.7% 65.3% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.43 1.37 1.53 36 47 41 75.4% 62.8% 67.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 163.7 179.3 200.2 355.3 349.8 352.6 400.3 35 36 3.9% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 62739 61897 68455 78072 91586 100304 102229 62 54 2.4% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.6 2.9 3.0 4.6 3.8 3.5 3.9 17 33 1.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 43209 47192 52648 57708 63573 66384 70892 55 41 2.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 39.6% 32.0% 25.5% 45.2% 40.7% 32.4% 31.9% 27 35 0.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 77.4% 56.9% 41.6% 49.1% 48.1% 38.4% 35.5% 30 33 -2.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 13.7% 10.9% 10.2% 9.7% 9.4% 9.6% 9.9% 24 29 -0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 79.7% 78.4% 63.0% 84.0% 85.1% 78.2% 39 36 -0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 53 48 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,503 500 371 378 374 423 472 487 23% 
    Residential Renovations 1,125 392 347 320 311 343 349 441 16% 
    Non Residential 866 320 211 224 251 225 211 154 -14% 
    Engineering 2,254 1,085 1,317 1,402 1,208 1,303 1,326 1,753 12% 
    Total 5,748 2,296 2,246 2,323 2,145 2,294 2,358 2,836 12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,725 1,687 1,245 1,260 1,237 1,388 1,538 1,579 20% 
    Residential Renovations 1,292 1,322 1,164 1,066 1,029 1,127 1,136 1,430 13% 
    Non Residential 994 1,080 710 745 831 739 685 498 -16% 
    Engineering 2,585 3,661 4,419 4,671 3,995 4,276 4,315 5,680 9% 
    Total 6,596 7,750 7,537 7,742 7,092 7,530 7,674 9,187 9% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 46 48 54 55 59 58 52 47  
    Residential Renovations 24 24 29 28 36 20 22 4  
    Non Residential 46 55 58 53 46 58 62 64  
    Engineering 29 24 27 27 26 22 20 11  
    Total 36 33 32 30 32 26 27 17  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 178.77 17043.0 43 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 31.16 1584.2 19 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 13.27 689.2 21 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.249 0.133 20 
Rates per Population 581.87 706.4 53 
General Purpose Grants per Population 101.42 65.7 24 
Roads Grants per Population 43.20 28.6 27 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 87,294 94,925 109,227 115,333 128,220 39 39 42 42 36 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 149,331 159,439 174,291 183,434 196,420 40 41 43 44 41 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,518 5,317 6,449 7,326 8,339 41 44 44 45 37 
POW Emp 82,970 89,993 103,302 109,014 114,748 40 40 40 42 40 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 139,999 148,400 162,954 170,826 173,436 40 40 42 45 42 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,252 4,932 5,964 6,781 7,304 41 44 43 45 39 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.9 32.3 30.7 30.6 29.5 64 61 66 65 65 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.3 33.3 37.0 39.9 42.5 53 57 51 49 31 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.4 31.7 30.3 30.1 29.1 62 56 67 64 65 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.4 33.2 36.6 39.7 42.1 49 52 49 48 30 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 6,685 6,136 5,708 5,140 5,938 6,518 6,064 5,678 5,073 5,733 
B Mining 384 303 409 748 841 358 271 351 588 613 
C Manufacturing 8,112 7,147 8,526 7,469 8,121 7,555 6,663 7,913 6,945 7,542 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 805 1,120 1,925 2,532 2,871 1,092 1,140 1,756 2,339 2,391 
E Construction 6,375 7,760 10,393 11,090 11,940 5,823 7,224 9,871 10,231 10,913 
F Wholesale Trade 3,403 3,444 3,239 3,004 3,299 3,054 3,141 2,950 2,722 2,629 
G Retail Trade 12,550 14,418 15,910 15,253 17,161 11,660 13,721 15,330 14,814 15,642 
H Accommodation & Food Services 9,472 10,541 9,931 10,569 11,910 9,122 10,219 9,617 10,331 10,362 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,296 3,669 4,449 4,534 5,014 3,036 3,363 4,093 4,172 4,156 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,590 1,218 1,287 1,271 1,383 1,543 1,136 1,151 1,149 1,097 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,113 1,958 2,306 2,229 2,452 2,090 1,804 2,043 1,922 1,946 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,740 1,914 2,221 2,204 2,433 1,633 1,818 2,091 2,047 2,051 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,967 3,460 4,312 4,926 5,417 2,912 3,228 3,929 4,473 4,333 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,242 2,958 2,953 3,713 4,153 2,134 2,851 2,819 3,619 3,657 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,693 4,330 6,084 6,536 7,141 3,477 3,853 5,359 5,776 5,698 
P Education & Training 6,998 7,742 9,149 10,237 11,426 6,412 7,188 8,647 9,745 10,584 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 9,570 11,288 14,350 17,424 19,559 9,485 11,059 13,936 16,931 18,798 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,126 1,388 1,513 1,623 1,805 1,171 1,356 1,430 1,560 1,533 
S Other Services 4,175 4,131 4,563 4,831 5,357 3,895 3,893 4,340 4,577 5,072 
Z TOTAL 87,294 94,925 109,227 115,333 128,220 82,970 89,993 103,302 109,014 114,748 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,075 5,566 6,965 7,076 7,751 4,869 5,180 6,383 6,423 6,443 
Z2 Hi Income 6,321 6,650 8,200 9,440 10,389 6,176 6,186 7,389 8,377 8,216 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 17,693 20,418 25,012 29,285 32,790 17,068 19,603 24,012 28,236 30,915 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -0.2 1.7 0.1 -0.1 1.7 1.7 -2.2 0.3 1.9 0.0 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.7 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 -0.3 2.1 -0.1 -0.1 2.9 2.9 -1.7 0.3 3.2 0.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 7,411 7,849 8,076 8,392 8,664 8,617 8,845 9,293 9,468 9,562 9,925 10,374 10,534 3.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,796 28,156 28,818 29,610 30,177 29,703 30,109 31,362 31,769 31,860 32,821 34,051 34,288 2.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 40 39 41 45 47 47 47 41 37 39 36 30 30 0 
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The NSW Northern Inland comprises three distinct sub-regions. In the area 
around Tamworth mixed farming has recently been invaded by coal 
mining. Tamworth itself has significant commercial and resource-
processing activity. The second area, the New England plateau, is devoted 
mainly to pasture for beef and wool. Armidale stands out as an academic 
centre. The third area, the North West plains, comprises broad-acre black-
soil country. Crops include wheat, sorghum and cotton. Much of this 
agriculture depends on pumping from the local rivers. Sadly, the rivers are 
unreliable; they sometimes flood and in other years run dry. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Tamworth, Armidale, Narrabri, Moree 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 184 185 186 187 188 188 0.6% 0.6% 0.4% 0.4% 0.1% 0.5% 0.2% 
No. Households 69 69 69 70 70 71 0.5% 0.6% 0.7% 0.8% 0.7% 0.6% 0.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 95 94 93 95 97 96 -1.9% -0.2% 1.4% 3.0% -1.5% -0.3% 0.7% 
NIEIR Employment 84 83 83 83 85 84 -0.6% -0.6% 0.1% 3.0% -1.7% -0.4% 0.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 11.6 10.3 10.5 11.7 12.0 12.0 -11.3% 2.5% 11.3% 2.9% -0.1% 0.4% 1.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 12.1% 11.0% 11.3% 12.4% 12.4% 12.5% -1.2 0.3 1.1 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 7.5% 6.4% 6.4% 8.0% 8.5% 8.9% -1.1 0.0 1.6 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.5 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.7% 14.0% 14.7% 15.2% 14.6% 14.4% 0.3 0.7 0.5 -0.6 -0.2 0.5 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 18.0% 18.4% 19.2% 19.5% 19.1% 19.1% 0.4 0.7 0.3 -0.4 -0.1 0.5 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.3 25.6 25.5 25.8 26.4 26.5 0.3 -0.1 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.2 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.8% 27.4% 27.9% 27.9% 26.0% 26.7% 0.6 0.5 0.0 -1.9 0.7 0.4 -0.6 
Not In Employment (1) 33.5% 32.6% 32.8% 32.2% 30.4% 30.3% -0.8 0.2 -0.6 -1.8 -0.1 -0.4 -0.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 4,031 3,934 4,024 4,084 4,200 4,072 21,908 21,241 21,610 21,839 22,374 21,679 0.4% -0.2% 
Taxes Paid 1,075 1,079 1,052 1,142 1,232 1,304 5,840 5,825 5,651 6,104 6,566 6,944 2.0% 6.9% 
Benefits 1,487 1,567 1,599 1,779 1,908 1,929 8,083 8,463 8,587 9,514 10,165 10,270 6.2% 4.1% 
Business Income 1,699 1,664 1,547 1,616 1,834 2,215 9,235 8,987 8,307 8,643 9,771 11,793 -1.7% 17.1% 
Interest Paid 632 553 452 408 403 401 3,434 2,988 2,428 2,183 2,148 2,135 -13.5% -0.9% 
Property Income 1,106 1,044 1,015 1,047 1,076 1,117 6,011 5,640 5,453 5,599 5,735 5,944 -1.8% 3.3% 
Disposable Income 8,196 8,092 8,163 8,527 8,957 9,323 44,541 43,694 43,835 45,594 47,719 49,633 1.3% 4.6% 
    Rank 49 50 51 50 49 47 32 30 35 32 22 20   
Resident GRP (Local) 7,518 7,464 7,567 7,733 8,062 8,467 65,696 65,072 65,848 67,246 69,872 73,954 0.9% 4.6% 
    Rank 53 53 53 52 52 51 42 43 42 36 34 24   
Industry GRP (Local) 7,275 7,172 7,200 7,306 7,548 7,889 90,022 89,919 91,510 93,606 95,208 101,848 0.1% 3.9% 
    Rank 54 54 54 54 53 52 51 49 46 36 33 22   
Headline GRP -2,011 -2,551 -3,545 -4,157 -4,847 -4,497 -24,885 -31,986 -45,065 -53,262 -61,139 -58,056 27.4% 4.0% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 20.7 7 
2016 21.3 8 
2015 20.9 8 
2014 19.6 13 
2013 19.4 12 
2012 18.1 18 
2011 16.6 22 
2010 16.0 24 
2009 21.5 14 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.5% 28.5% 27.4% 26.0% 
   Age 20-29 11.4% 11.2% 11.8% 12.7% 
   Age 30-54 34.2% 32.6% 30.7% 28.5% 
   Age 55+   24.9% 27.7% 30.1% 32.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -465 -22 -335 
   Age 20-29  -100 366 437 
   Age 30-54  -685 -258 -611 
   Age 55+    875 1,239 1,279 
Average Annual Growth  -0.2% 0.7% 0.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 29.7 8,419.9 50 
    Hi Tech 2.0 979.0 50 
    Info. Tech 0.5 402.1 54 
    Engineering 3.7 813.0 50 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 15.8 34.4 45 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.1 4.0 52 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 52 
    Engineering p.a. 1.9 3.3 43 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 16 17 17 16 15 15 17 16 16 17 
   Rank 39 45 41 40 40 46 46 38 38 42 37 
Rainfall (mm) 525 604 686 562 882 825 631 501 601 712 837 
   Rank 36 36 31 51 41 37 35 50 36 37 27 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 179 179 179 180 179 178 177 177 177 177 178 180 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 188 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 410 457 568 58 54 39 27.3% 27.4% 29.1% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 285 319 424 64 64 48 30.2% 26.8% 25.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 290 307 321 32 34 27 36.0% 36.0% 41.6% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 166 169 177 51 51 51 42.3% 41.4% 43.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 117 118 132 31 36 19 54.1% 51.9% 64.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 14% 13% 51 54 58 66.1% 59.7% 53.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.26 1.30 1.23 51 54 57 66.5% 59.8% 53.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 126.0 128.6 135.6 217.2 234.8 253.2 273.3 57 57 3.7% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 86887 85933 103595 103588 123171 118540 132812 14 16 2.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.5 1.6 1.4 2.1 2.0 2.2 2.2 64 59 1.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 58954 68980 82673 80227 88677 92305 100171 10 8 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 23.5% 16.4% 11.3% 20.7% 20.4% 17.7% 16.0% 66 67 -0.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 63.3% 43.1% 28.6% 32.2% 30.2% 25.2% 21.1% 62 67 -3.4% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 8.8% 8.6% 8.0% 7.8% 7.4% 7.4% 7.5% 33 40 -0.6% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 87.6% 92.0% 78.1% 87.5% 88.9% 87.0% 23 22 0.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 49 44 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 778 292 196 226 236 242 222 211 3% 
    Residential Renovations 658 227 197 180 173 188 192 243 13% 
    Non Residential 518 245 164 172 216 192 159 135 -12% 
    Engineering 943 369 396 412 324 260 265 282 -29% 
    Total 2,897 1,133 953 990 948 882 838 871 -10% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,442 1,599 1,064 1,220 1,266 1,295 1,184 1,122 1% 
    Residential Renovations 1,219 1,244 1,072 972 928 1,004 1,023 1,293 12% 
    Non Residential 960 1,343 889 929 1,157 1,029 845 720 -13% 
    Engineering 1,745 2,018 2,152 2,225 1,740 1,389 1,410 1,502 -30% 
    Total 5,365 6,204 5,177 5,346 5,092 4,718 4,462 4,636 -12% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 55 51 61 56 57 64 61 59  
    Residential Renovations 33 31 40 38 48 39 38 16  
    Non Residential 50 38 50 42 31 39 51 55  
    Engineering 46 47 46 46 50 55 53 52  
    Total 57 54 61 60 60 66 66 64  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 132.21 17043.0 51 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 36.03 1584.2 16 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 22.23 689.2 5 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.441 0.133 8 
Rates per Population 704.37 706.4 34 
General Purpose Grants per Population 191.96 65.7 13 
Roads Grants per Population 118.46 28.6 4 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 78,622 77,124 80,026 83,837 83,770 44 47 48 49 51 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 142,605 138,833 142,444 149,431 155,436 42 47 48 49 50 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,107 6,032 5,227 5,878 6,815 37 38 50 53 48 
POW Emp 74,155 74,017 77,044 80,814 77,456 43 47 48 50 52 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 133,828 132,436 136,569 143,307 143,016 42 44 48 49 52 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,809 5,747 4,963 5,636 6,236 38 36 50 53 48 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 34.6 34.2 34.3 35.7 19 3 12 12 7 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.8 43.4 36.7 39.3 43.8 17 9 53 55 24 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 34.4 34.1 34.1 35.5 18 12 13 14 6 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.9 43.4 36.3 39.3 43.6 14 8 53 51 22 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 15,411 15,108 14,314 12,601 13,068 15,081 15,098 14,527 12,909 12,533 
B Mining 491 329 538 1,320 1,326 404 309 431 1,175 1,669 
C Manufacturing 5,218 4,823 6,021 6,146 5,991 4,805 4,604 5,582 5,766 5,567 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 866 563 810 973 966 787 555 768 920 984 
E Construction 3,610 4,259 5,686 5,731 4,638 3,348 4,060 5,537 5,529 4,480 
F Wholesale Trade 3,256 3,199 2,640 2,903 2,890 2,947 2,940 2,427 2,649 2,353 
G Retail Trade 8,449 8,731 8,709 8,866 9,064 7,747 8,308 8,397 8,534 8,273 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,885 6,125 4,780 5,390 5,563 5,574 5,881 4,680 5,285 5,069 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,580 3,486 3,691 3,868 3,867 3,279 3,210 3,430 3,649 3,452 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,365 907 918 910 906 1,345 877 836 838 740 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,796 1,460 1,610 1,663 1,660 1,810 1,422 1,479 1,501 1,418 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 819 830 936 1,114 1,122 777 824 901 1,062 1,002 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,613 2,995 3,016 3,343 3,341 2,543 2,845 2,802 3,093 2,763 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,438 1,890 1,639 1,881 1,915 1,365 1,776 1,521 1,789 1,692 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,278 3,854 4,889 5,021 5,001 4,069 3,587 4,551 4,713 4,394 
P Education & Training 7,708 7,047 7,629 8,435 8,570 7,272 6,751 7,422 8,213 8,093 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 7,593 7,548 8,169 9,276 9,462 6,973 7,145 7,880 8,976 8,785 
R Arts & Recreation Services 719 702 697 815 824 729 706 680 782 737 
S Other Services 3,529 3,268 3,335 3,582 3,597 3,299 3,118 3,194 3,431 3,453 
Z TOTAL 78,622 77,124 80,026 83,837 83,770 74,155 74,017 77,044 80,814 77,456 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,697 4,056 4,157 4,492 4,488 3,550 3,834 3,853 4,154 3,810 
Z2 Hi Income 5,524 5,474 5,922 7,150 7,156 5,376 5,233 5,398 6,530 6,540 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 16,020 15,297 16,495 18,525 18,856 14,973 14,602 15,981 17,971 17,615 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 -3.6 -1.6 0.1 -0.3 2.3 2.1 -2.2 0.0 6.0 3.7 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 -0.1 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.0 -0.1 0.6 0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 -4.0 -1.2 -0.1 -0.4 3.3 3.0 -1.7 -0.4 7.3 4.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,429 4,742 4,879 5,151 5,466 5,412 5,468 5,511 5,449 5,441 5,475 5,562 5,683 2.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,023 26,865 27,593 29,037 30,649 30,081 30,123 30,177 29,613 29,381 29,402 29,741 30,279 1.6% 
  - Per Cap Rank 57 51 50 50 44 40 46 48 58 57 59 58 59 0 
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In its mixture of coastal resorts and retirement settlements, agricultural 
valleys and forested hills, the Northern Rivers region is similar to the NSW 
North Coast region, but it differs in that, commercially, it tends to look to 
Brisbane – it is nearer to the Queensland capital than to Sydney. It also 
has a strong cross-border relationship with the Gold Coast and, like the 
Queensland coastal regions grows, mills and refines sugar alongside other 
high-rainfall crops. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Grafton, Lismore, Byron Bay 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 289 291 293 296 299 301 0.6% 0.7% 1.0% 1.1% 0.7% 0.8% 0.9% 
No. Households 111 112 112 113 114 116 0.5% 0.6% 0.8% 1.1% 1.2% 0.7% 1.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 139 139 139 137 142 140 0.3% -0.1% -1.6% 3.9% -1.1% -0.4% 1.4% 
NIEIR Employment 120 120 119 117 122 123 0.0% -1.1% -2.1% 5.1% 0.7% -1.1% 2.9% 
NIEIR Unemployment 18.1 18.5 19.8 20.2 19.6 17.1 2.6% 7.0% 1.7% -2.9% -12.6% 3.7% -7.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 13.0% 13.3% 14.3% 14.7% 13.8% 12.2% 0.3 0.9 0.5 -1.0 -1.6 0.6 -1.3 
Headline U/E Rate 6.0% 6.5% 7.4% 8.3% 8.0% 6.5% 0.5 0.9 0.9 -0.3 -1.5 0.8 -0.9 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 16.9% 17.3% 17.9% 18.1% 17.2% 16.8% 0.4 0.6 0.2 -1.0 -0.4 0.4 -0.7 
Social Security Take-up 21.8% 22.3% 22.6% 22.5% 21.6% 21.2% 0.5 0.3 -0.1 -0.8 -0.5 0.2 -0.7 
Hours Per Week (1) 20.8 21.1 21.0 21.1 21.6 21.6 0.3 -0.1 0.1 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 32.6% 32.6% 33.6% 35.4% 32.8% 32.0% 0.1 1.0 1.8 -2.6 -0.8 1.0 -1.7 
Not In Employment (1) 45.2% 44.5% 44.7% 44.4% 43.1% 43.1% -0.7 0.2 -0.3 -1.3 0.0 -0.3 -0.6 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,344 5,299 5,378 5,278 5,629 5,547 18,486 18,216 18,362 17,844 18,827 18,428 -0.4% 2.5% 
Taxes Paid 1,135 1,176 1,211 1,313 1,470 1,450 3,924 4,044 4,137 4,441 4,917 4,817 5.0% 5.1% 
Benefits 2,516 2,577 2,675 2,691 2,681 2,562 8,703 8,857 9,133 9,096 8,965 8,512 2.3% -2.4% 
Business Income 1,471 1,471 1,585 1,765 2,005 1,957 5,090 5,056 5,412 5,966 6,704 6,501 6.2% 5.3% 
Interest Paid 1,083 922 780 719 717 713 3,747 3,169 2,663 2,429 2,397 2,368 -12.8% -0.4% 
Property Income 1,803 1,722 1,753 1,779 1,866 1,844 6,238 5,918 5,985 6,015 6,240 6,128 -0.5% 1.8% 
Disposable Income 11,018 11,038 11,497 11,615 12,215 12,012 38,113 37,944 39,257 39,266 40,852 39,907 1.8% 1.7% 
    Rank 37 36 34 35 34 36 57 55 53 54 49 54   
Resident GRP (Local) 11,073 10,896 11,184 11,353 11,799 12,076 62,002 60,949 62,356 62,898 64,707 66,537 0.8% 3.1% 
    Rank 39 38 37 35 34 33 58 58 54 52 41 39   
Industry GRP (Local) 10,265 10,004 10,182 10,180 10,421 10,648 92,812 91,350 94,188 96,578 95,892 97,818 -0.3% 2.3% 
    Rank 40 42 42 42 39 38 45 45 38 33 31 29   
Headline GRP 11,314 11,247 11,305 11,281 11,349 11,766 102,294 102,697 104,576 107,020 104,430 108,086 -0.1% 2.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 9.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 23.1% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 21.3 5 
2016 21.9 6 
2015 23.2 4 
2014 23.3 4 
2013 23.3 4 
2012 22.8 4 
2011 22.4 4 
2010 20.4 9 
2009 23.2 10 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.5% 25.9% 24.7% 23.3% 
   Age 20-29 9.3% 9.3% 9.4% 10.2% 
   Age 30-54 35.1% 33.8% 31.5% 28.6% 
   Age 55+   28.1% 31.0% 34.4% 37.9% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -237 -97 -231 
   Age 20-29  188 256 710 
   Age 30-54  116 -545 -994 
   Age 55+    2,311 2,649 2,911 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 0.8% 0.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 66.0 8,419.9 32 
    Hi Tech 5.4 979.0 37 
    Info. Tech 1.5 402.1 39 
    Engineering 6.9 813.0 34 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 21.9 34.4 30 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.8 4.0 34 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.5 1.6 40 
    Engineering p.a. 2.3 3.3 35 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 19 19 19 20 19 18 19 20 18 19 20 
   Rank 17 16 17 16 19 16 17 15 20 19 17 
Rainfall (mm) 974 1,528 1,729 1,026 1,655 1,538 1,314 842 1,252 1,109 854 
   Rank 14 4 6 10 9 6 5 9 8 10 24 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 254 257 260 263 266 269 271 272 275 278 281 284 286 288 289 291 293 296 299 301 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 570 596 739 28 32 26 38.0% 35.7% 37.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 474 478 658 28 28 26 50.3% 40.2% 39.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 282 298 290 35 37 39 35.0% 35.0% 37.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 187 180 209 41 46 44 47.7% 44.2% 50.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 96 102 104 63 58 59 44.3% 45.2% 50.9% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 17% 17% 13 32 32 85.2% 70.3% 74.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.63 1.53 1.75 13 33 26 85.8% 70.4% 76.6% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 164.5 187.9 209.6 388.5 419.9 402.5 453.4 28 30 4.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 69704 68851 76618 89703 97150 101561 101080 50 56 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.4 2.7 2.7 4.3 4.3 3.9 4.4 25 24 2.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 58737 62119 69448 78547 84368 86750 86053 23 25 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 31.0% 27.6% 22.0% 39.5% 40.8% 32.1% 34.9% 35 30 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 65.2% 50.2% 36.2% 42.2% 44.5% 36.8% 39.3% 48 26 -1.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 12.0% 10.9% 10.5% 10.4% 10.0% 10.2% 10.5% 23 26 -0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 75.6% 83.0% 66.4% 74.5% 82.7% 79.1% 43 35 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 47 38 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,591 468 333 313 311 406 468 448 38% 
    Residential Renovations 1,041 359 319 294 285 310 318 405 15% 
    Non Residential 860 306 198 199 173 179 258 232 17% 
    Engineering 1,886 755 787 771 718 598 565 535 -25% 
    Total 5,379 1,888 1,637 1,577 1,487 1,493 1,610 1,620 0% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,873 1,627 1,153 1,076 1,063 1,372 1,565 1,489 34% 
    Residential Renovations 1,224 1,248 1,103 1,010 973 1,047 1,065 1,347 12% 
    Non Residential 1,011 1,062 684 686 590 606 864 770 14% 
    Engineering 2,215 2,624 2,721 2,651 2,452 2,022 1,890 1,779 -27% 
    Total 6,323 6,560 5,662 5,423 5,078 5,046 5,383 5,383 -2% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 40 50 59 61 63 59 50 48  
    Residential Renovations 31 29 36 30 41 32 29 12  
    Non Residential 45 56 60 55 63 63 48 52  
    Engineering 37 37 37 41 36 38 41 46  
    Total 40 40 53 56 61 63 59 57  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 161.81 17043.0 47 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 27.82 1584.2 22 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 12.97 689.2 22 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.252 0.133 18 
Rates per Population 541.14 706.4 56 
General Purpose Grants per Population 93.05 65.7 27 
Roads Grants per Population 43.37 28.6 26 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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NSW Northern Rivers 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.77) 

 

EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 91,098 98,930 116,218 120,475 125,157 37 37 36 39 39 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 157,663 167,877 186,594 191,928 200,930 38 36 40 40 40 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,763 5,537 7,065 7,737 8,719 40 41 41 43 34 
POW Emp 84,410 92,115 107,884 110,601 108,856 38 39 36 40 41 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 143,851 153,070 171,399 173,410 171,528 39 39 39 43 43 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,311 4,992 6,359 6,929 7,291 39 43 41 44 40 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.3 32.6 30.9 30.6 30.9 57 56 65 64 56 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.2 33.0 37.9 40.3 43.4 54 59 44 46 27 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.8 32.0 30.6 30.2 30.3 55 53 64 63 55 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.0 32.6 37.1 40.0 42.5 51 57 45 46 27 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 7,948 7,778 7,272 6,100 6,663 7,750 7,713 7,310 6,032 6,313 
B Mining 223 155 344 582 610 205 139 220 248 249 
C Manufacturing 8,218 7,758 9,644 8,937 9,061 7,212 6,836 8,533 8,058 7,689 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 855 706 1,098 1,296 1,329 797 693 1,022 1,153 1,132 
E Construction 6,537 6,972 10,613 10,906 9,462 5,797 6,273 9,743 9,588 8,475 
F Wholesale Trade 3,589 3,813 3,883 3,634 3,785 3,179 3,432 3,467 3,192 3,122 
G Retail Trade 12,012 14,261 16,054 15,205 16,185 11,375 13,702 15,637 14,797 15,133 
H Accommodation & Food Services 9,145 10,291 9,969 11,205 12,075 8,495 9,606 9,188 10,385 10,347 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,514 3,791 4,592 4,603 4,812 3,094 3,332 3,979 4,010 3,600 
J Information Media & Telecoms 2,057 1,633 1,841 1,575 1,636 1,939 1,517 1,587 1,341 1,222 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,020 1,865 2,319 2,248 2,331 1,937 1,666 1,995 1,857 1,789 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,689 1,821 2,308 2,233 2,345 1,495 1,621 2,013 1,947 1,823 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,290 3,988 4,974 5,686 5,986 3,150 3,650 4,393 4,868 4,454 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,484 3,043 3,135 3,841 4,091 2,265 2,777 2,817 3,485 3,288 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,130 4,786 6,828 6,987 7,230 3,870 4,381 6,210 6,261 5,760 
P Education & Training 7,807 8,670 10,084 11,361 12,037 7,244 8,211 9,675 10,647 10,773 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 10,220 11,899 14,997 17,573 18,670 9,647 11,303 14,324 16,733 17,485 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,204 1,607 1,697 1,840 1,965 1,141 1,463 1,509 1,621 1,615 
S Other Services 4,155 4,093 4,566 4,659 4,884 3,819 3,799 4,263 4,379 4,589 
Z TOTAL 91,098 98,930 116,218 120,475 125,157 84,410 92,115 107,884 110,601 108,856 
Z1 Hi Tech 4,514 5,209 6,566 7,023 7,371 4,095 4,611 5,627 5,931 5,485 
Z2 Hi Income 6,664 7,067 8,916 10,057 10,541 6,309 6,381 7,699 8,308 7,676 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 19,231 22,177 26,778 30,775 32,672 18,032 20,977 25,508 29,001 29,873 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 0.2 2.1 0.1 -0.1 1.7 1.7 -2.2 0.3 1.6 -0.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 0.2 2.6 -0.1 -0.1 2.2 2.2 -1.7 0.2 2.0 -0.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 7,426 7,850 8,149 8,581 8,893 8,848 9,011 9,206 9,489 9,653 9,665 9,750 9,999 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 27,413 28,813 29,643 30,893 31,699 31,192 31,477 31,988 32,824 33,183 33,003 32,963 33,440 1.7% 
  - Per Cap Rank 36 32 36 31 33 30 28 34 28 29 32 35 35 0 
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National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.78) 

 
 

 

The Orana region is characterised by low and unreliable rainfall, though 
its plains can be flooded when it rains heavily including across the border 
in Queensland. The Western part is pastoral country, by long tradition 
sheep for wool but gradually diversifying, with base metal mining around 
Cobar. The eastern part of the region supports broad-acre farming, with 
viticulture and coal mining around Mudgee. The Aboriginal population of 
the region is substantial and increasing. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Dubbo, Bourke 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 121 122 123 123 123 123 0.7% 0.7% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 0.1% 
No. Households 44 45 45 45 46 46 0.4% 0.6% 0.7% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 61 62 61 62 63 63 0.6% -1.9% 2.6% 1.6% -0.7% 0.4% 0.4% 
NIEIR Employment 56 57 55 56 58 58 1.3% -3.0% 2.4% 2.4% 0.3% 0.2% 1.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 5.5 5.2 5.7 5.9 5.5 4.9 -6.8% 9.7% 4.2% -6.3% -11.2% 2.1% -8.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.0% 8.4% 9.4% 9.5% 8.8% 7.8% -0.7 1.0 0.1 -0.7 -0.9 0.2 -0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 5.0% 4.5% 5.6% 5.9% 5.6% 4.7% -0.5 1.1 0.3 -0.3 -0.9 0.3 -0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 14.3% 14.4% 15.1% 14.9% 14.4% 14.2% 0.2 0.7 -0.2 -0.5 -0.2 0.2 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 18.5% 18.8% 19.6% 19.8% 19.9% 19.8% 0.3 0.8 0.2 0.1 -0.1 0.4 0.0 
Hours Per Week (1) 26.0 26.3 26.2 26.5 27.3 27.4 0.3 -0.1 0.3 0.8 0.1 0.2 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.3% 24.4% 27.0% 25.1% 23.2% 22.3% -0.9 2.6 -1.8 -1.9 -0.9 0.0 -1.4 
Not In Employment (1) 31.5% 30.7% 31.1% 30.3% 28.1% 27.9% -0.8 0.4 -0.8 -2.2 -0.2 -0.4 -1.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,949 2,907 2,899 3,004 3,034 3,090 24,374 23,872 23,640 24,429 24,642 25,085 0.6% 1.4% 
Taxes Paid 809 808 771 855 904 974 6,687 6,638 6,286 6,953 7,345 7,910 1.9% 6.7% 
Benefits 910 936 964 1,026 1,063 1,049 7,522 7,687 7,860 8,340 8,636 8,514 4.1% 1.1% 
Business Income 1,159 1,134 955 1,116 1,202 1,364 9,582 9,311 7,786 9,072 9,759 11,075 -1.3% 10.6% 
Interest Paid 405 350 292 260 251 250 3,345 2,875 2,379 2,116 2,038 2,026 -13.7% -2.1% 
Property Income 758 716 689 725 731 767 6,262 5,882 5,620 5,894 5,940 6,229 -1.5% 2.9% 
Disposable Income 5,666 5,599 5,441 5,852 5,957 6,223 46,834 45,979 44,377 47,581 48,382 50,517 1.1% 3.1% 
    Rank 61 61 61 61 61 61 22 20 32 21 20 16   
Resident GRP (Local) 4,890 4,893 4,989 5,131 5,314 5,533 65,434 65,374 66,352 68,304 70,853 74,458 1.6% 3.8% 
    Rank 64 64 64 63 61 60 44 42 40 35 31 23   
Industry GRP (Local) 4,748 4,703 4,737 4,821 4,942 5,100 87,603 86,607 91,023 92,394 93,656 97,255 0.5% 2.9% 
    Rank 64 64 64 64 62 61 55 55 49 41 35 30   
Headline GRP 6,447 6,438 6,351 6,441 6,385 6,571 118,946 118,565 122,035 123,442 121,007 125,326 0.0% 1.0% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 10.1% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 3.0% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.6% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 21.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 16.9 18 
2016 17.9 18 
2015 17.5 21 
2014 17.7 21 
2013 16.7 24 
2012 16.1 25 
2011 14.7 32 
2010 17.8 17 
2009 27.0 2 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.6% 29.3% 28.1% 27.1% 
   Age 20-29 11.1% 10.9% 11.6% 11.9% 
   Age 30-54 34.6% 33.2% 31.4% 29.6% 
   Age 55+   23.8% 26.6% 28.9% 31.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -550 -79 -124 
   Age 20-29  -137 256 117 
   Age 30-54  -611 -217 -305 
   Age 55+    469 750 756 
Average Annual Growth  -0.7% 0.6% 0.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 16.4 8,419.9 60 
    Hi Tech 1.3 979.0 59 
    Info. Tech 0.3 402.1 62 
    Engineering 1.4 813.0 63 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.3 34.4 54 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.0 4.0 54 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 60 
    Engineering p.a. 1.1 3.3 62 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 19 18 18 18 17 17 16 19 18 18 19 
   Rank 18 23 18 25 34 26 35 19 18 22 20 
Rainfall (mm) 447 575 604 633 684 738 346 376 460 711 661 
   Rank 45 41 41 41 54 43 63 65 49 38 45 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 122 122 122 122 122 120 119 118 118 117 118 119 120 120 121 122 123 123 123 123 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 380 428 516 65 63 46 25.3% 25.6% 26.4% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 273 294 386 66 66 57 28.9% 24.7% 23.2% 
    Value of Financial Assets 280 302 302 37 35 33 34.8% 35.4% 39.3% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 172 168 172 47 52 54 44.0% 41.2% 41.9% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 127 121 136 19 30 18 59.1% 53.4% 66.4% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 14% 12% 55 56 63 63.3% 57.9% 50.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.21 1.26 1.17 55 55 63 63.8% 58.0% 51.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 95.6 105.2 114.5 200.2 198.1 226.6 243.1 66 63 4.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 84532 84890 105488 106160 133833 123559 137366 16 14 2.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.2 1.3 1.2 2.0 1.6 1.9 1.9 67 64 1.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 53686 60419 70324 72023 79161 82486 86332 27 23 1.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 19.0% 14.9% 11.3% 21.0% 19.7% 17.9% 16.7% 67 66 0.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 64.9% 45.3% 30.8% 36.3% 31.9% 26.5% 24.9% 58 64 -2.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.1% 7.2% 6.7% 6.1% 6.2% 6.1% 6.2% 41 51 -0.7% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 91.2% 89.3% 84.6% 79.4% 82.6% 86.1% 10 23 -0.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 42 46 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 380 128 107 127 148 147 128 126 5% 
    Residential Renovations 440 152 131 119 113 125 126 159 13% 
    Non Residential 282 167 116 70 67 103 118 140 42% 
    Engineering 856 335 371 387 300 248 253 240 -30% 
    Total 1,959 783 724 704 630 622 624 666 -7% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,064 1,070 883 1,044 1,211 1,192 1,036 1,022 4% 
    Residential Renovations 1,234 1,265 1,082 981 926 1,013 1,026 1,293 12% 
    Non Residential 790 1,394 958 575 549 834 956 1,137 41% 
    Engineering 2,399 2,791 3,065 3,179 2,449 2,018 2,054 1,951 -31% 
    Total 5,487 6,520 5,988 5,780 5,134 5,057 5,072 5,404 -8% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 64 67 67 63 60 65 64 61  
    Residential Renovations 29 27 39 37 49 37 37 17  
    Non Residential 60 33 48 60 64 49 43 31  
    Engineering 34 33 33 33 37 40 38 41  
    Total 54 41 45 50 59 62 63 56  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 90.97 17043.0 63 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 38.25 1584.2 12 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 20.23 689.2 9 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.643 0.133 2 
Rates per Population 738.89 706.4 27 
General Purpose Grants per Population 310.64 65.7 3 
Roads Grants per Population 164.32 28.6 3 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 52,624 52,555 53,675 55,873 57,165 58 61 62 64 64 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 96,237 95,278 95,806 100,492 104,657 57 58 61 63 63 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,159 3,624 3,330 3,849 4,470 58 59 65 64 60 
POW Emp 50,433 50,941 51,821 54,199 52,435 60 61 63 63 64 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 91,774 91,758 92,090 96,948 95,104 58 60 61 61 63 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,041 3,519 3,185 3,707 4,036 58 60 64 63 61 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.9 34.3 34.6 35.2 12 2 11 9 10 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.8 38.0 34.8 38.3 42.7 32 35 64 63 30 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.0 34.6 34.2 34.4 34.9 12 6 11 11 10 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.1 38.3 34.6 38.2 42.4 29 26 64 61 28 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 10,313 10,223 9,248 7,694 8,107 10,353 10,222 9,228 7,672 7,186 
B Mining 1,845 1,201 1,932 2,868 2,979 1,843 1,292 1,968 3,018 3,092 
C Manufacturing 3,252 3,264 3,487 3,286 3,305 3,022 3,165 3,251 3,101 3,254 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 528 480 720 924 934 533 492 670 882 877 
E Construction 2,724 2,953 3,515 3,636 3,050 2,535 2,862 3,463 3,542 3,001 
F Wholesale Trade 2,176 2,442 1,959 1,975 2,017 2,027 2,285 1,832 1,848 1,664 
G Retail Trade 5,805 6,028 5,935 5,771 6,052 5,425 5,780 5,771 5,652 5,590 
H Accommodation & Food Services 4,170 4,194 3,284 3,652 3,857 3,986 4,063 3,210 3,619 3,583 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,313 2,164 2,321 2,450 2,510 2,177 2,049 2,170 2,283 2,120 
J Information Media & Telecoms 855 661 588 566 577 814 627 496 483 427 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,096 836 934 939 964 1,088 785 844 848 785 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 492 522 580 659 683 459 497 546 632 592 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,390 1,649 1,748 1,957 2,016 1,345 1,574 1,638 1,808 1,638 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,094 1,341 1,035 1,251 1,297 1,024 1,264 962 1,189 1,129 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,856 2,944 3,741 4,076 4,126 2,723 2,762 3,470 3,781 3,539 
P Education & Training 4,080 4,075 4,514 4,972 5,162 3,800 3,883 4,358 4,834 4,860 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,996 5,038 5,651 6,272 6,514 4,708 4,829 5,516 6,146 6,186 
R Arts & Recreation Services 536 533 552 665 688 592 595 556 658 641 
S Other Services 2,102 2,007 1,933 2,261 2,328 1,980 1,916 1,872 2,202 2,271 
Z TOTAL 52,624 52,555 53,675 55,873 57,165 50,433 50,941 51,821 54,199 52,435 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,031 2,264 2,357 2,601 2,681 1,897 2,136 2,169 2,408 2,274 
Z2 Hi Income 4,797 4,162 5,069 6,346 6,555 4,720 4,103 4,863 6,220 6,021 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 9,613 9,645 10,717 11,909 12,365 9,100 9,307 10,431 11,638 11,687 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -2.5 -0.5 0.1 -0.3 2.5 2.3 -2.2 0.1 4.9 2.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.2 0.7 0.8 0.0 -0.1 0.7 0.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -2.7 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 3.7 3.3 -1.7 -0.4 6.3 3.3 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,160 3,298 3,345 3,458 3,606 3,544 3,643 3,795 3,808 3,735 3,614 3,661 3,748 1.7% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,546 27,897 28,456 29,445 30,553 29,802 30,399 31,615 31,478 30,671 29,470 29,767 30,443 1.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 43 40 43 47 45 45 41 35 41 47 58 57 54 0 
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Most of the Southern Tablelands region is over 600 metres above sea 
level, though the region slopes down to 500 metres at its north-west 
corner. Its high plains were once famous for fine-wool merino sheep while 
the slopes around Young are well-known for horticulture. The region 
includes Sydney’s Southern Highlands, which have long offered rural 
escapes for well-heeled city people. More recently the growth of Canberra 
has resulted in Queanbeyan becoming a commuter suburb and much of 
the surrounding area being bought up for hobby farms. Winter tourism to 
the Australian Alps has also developed. 

[This region comprises former NSW Southern Inland less the former Gundagai, Tumut and 
Tumbarumba shires.] 

 

Major centres: 

Cooma, Queanbeyan, Young, Goulburn, Moss Vale 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 194 195 197 198 201 202 1.0% 0.8% 0.7% 1.1% 0.8% 0.8% 0.9% 
No. Households 73 73 74 75 76 77 1.0% 0.9% 1.2% 1.7% 1.6% 1.0% 1.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 103 105 103 103 106 106 1.2% -1.1% 0.0% 2.5% -0.4% 0.0% 1.0% 
NIEIR Employment 98 99 97 97 100 99 0.9% -1.9% 0.2% 3.4% -1.6% -0.3% 0.9% 
NIEIR Unemployment 5.6 6.0 6.8 6.6 5.8 7.0 6.9% 12.3% -2.8% -11.7% 20.4% 5.3% 3.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.5% 5.8% 6.5% 6.4% 5.5% 6.6% 0.3 0.8 -0.2 -0.9 1.1 0.3 0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 2.5% 2.9% 3.7% 3.6% 2.9% 4.3% 0.4 0.8 -0.1 -0.7 1.4 0.4 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.3% 8.3% 8.5% 8.3% 8.0% 7.9% 0.1 0.2 -0.2 -0.3 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 10.7% 10.8% 11.1% 11.2% 10.9% 10.7% 0.1 0.3 0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 26.4 26.7 26.6 26.9 27.6 27.4 0.3 -0.1 0.3 0.6 -0.1 0.2 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 20.7% 20.2% 21.9% 21.9% 20.1% 21.3% -0.5 1.7 0.0 -1.8 1.2 0.4 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 30.5% 29.8% 30.0% 29.1% 27.5% 27.8% -0.7 0.2 -0.9 -1.6 0.3 -0.5 -0.7 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,734 5,599 5,637 5,694 5,859 5,741 29,617 28,642 28,599 28,695 29,204 28,396 -0.2% 0.4% 
Taxes Paid 1,382 1,370 1,364 1,504 1,581 1,556 7,137 7,011 6,919 7,581 7,880 7,694 2.9% 1.7% 
Benefits 1,312 1,351 1,428 1,450 1,459 1,414 6,775 6,914 7,244 7,306 7,274 6,995 3.4% -1.2% 
Business Income 1,097 1,066 1,119 1,324 1,422 1,521 5,666 5,456 5,680 6,672 7,088 7,523 6.5% 7.2% 
Interest Paid 869 786 664 601 591 588 4,488 4,024 3,369 3,031 2,945 2,907 -11.5% -1.1% 
Property Income 1,391 1,321 1,309 1,353 1,371 1,375 7,185 6,758 6,641 6,821 6,832 6,799 -0.9% 0.8% 
Disposable Income 9,117 8,980 9,279 9,622 9,843 9,914 47,093 45,944 47,075 48,489 49,061 49,035 1.8% 1.5% 
    Rank 45 46 45 43 44 45 19 22 20 17 16 23   
Resident GRP (Local) 10,045 10,016 10,307 10,571 10,910 11,163 81,570 81,113 83,216 85,219 87,017 89,121 1.7% 2.8% 
    Rank 45 44 42 41 37 36 21 20 18 13 11 11   
Industry GRP (Local) 7,614 7,563 7,657 7,752 7,891 8,125 103,887 103,086 105,982 107,509 107,504 112,493 0.6% 2.4% 
    Rank 52 52 53 52 51 50 22 19 17 19 15 9   
Headline GRP 9,511 9,625 9,641 9,686 9,787 10,239 129,772 131,189 133,438 134,331 133,328 141,758 0.6% 2.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 3.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 2.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 12.6% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 58.4% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.3 36 
2016 14.8 36 
2015 15.1 35 
2014 15.4 35 
2013 15.0 35 
2012 14.4 35 
2011 13.9 37 
2010 13.0 42 
2009 14.2 42 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.6% 27.4% 26.3% 25.0% 
   Age 20-29 10.6% 10.4% 10.6% 11.1% 
   Age 30-54 36.5% 35.3% 33.5% 30.8% 
   Age 55+   24.3% 26.9% 29.7% 33.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  99 222 -44 
   Age 20-29  117 342 375 
   Age 30-54  220 151 -495 
   Age 55+    1,365 1,736 1,888 
Average Annual Growth  1.0% 1.3% 0.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 45.8 8,419.9 39 
    Hi Tech 6.6 979.0 31 
    Info. Tech 3.7 402.1 26 
    Engineering 5.8 813.0 36 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 22.6 34.4 27 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.2 4.0 17 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.8 1.6 14 
    Engineering p.a. 2.9 3.3 24 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 14 14 14 14 13 12 12 13 12 14 15 
   Rank 63 62 62 63 62 63 64 62 62 60 54 
Rainfall (mm) 718 589 610 747 1,007 1,089 708 701 741 894 997 
   Rank 25 38 40 26 29 23 27 25 27 22 13 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 162 164 167 170 172 175 176 177 179 181 184 187 190 192 194 195 197 198 201 202 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 550 651 848 32 23 15 36.7% 39.0% 43.4% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 397 498 717 48 48 20 42.1% 41.8% 43.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 369 385 392 18 14 11 45.8% 45.2% 50.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 216 232 261 26 25 24 55.2% 56.8% 63.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 117 125 128 30 27 24 54.4% 55.3% 62.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 17% 18% 19 25 31 81.9% 73.8% 75.1% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.57 1.61 1.77 20 23 24 82.5% 73.8% 77.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 134.7 162.2 196.1 321.9 353.3 411.5 457.9 42 29 5.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 87183 84668 91219 102710 122629 122665 123309 19 23 1.8% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.6 1.9 2.2 3.1 2.8 3.3 3.7 47 37 3.2% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 60289 65710 73372 79649 89420 93502 95917 11 10 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 25.5% 22.1% 19.8% 31.8% 30.8% 29.3% 30.8% 51 38 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 62.7% 46.0% 34.3% 36.2% 35.3% 33.2% 32.6% 55 46 -1.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 11.4% 9.7% 8.8% 7.9% 6.7% 7.0% 7.4% 27 41 -1.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 85.1% 92.7% 73.4% 80.1% 84.2% 83.4% 27 26 -0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 62 45 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 961 314 285 278 254 415 453 451 61% 
    Residential Renovations 700 243 215 196 190 208 213 271 15% 
    Non Residential 726 183 123 133 145 114 139 159 3% 
    Engineering 1,382 509 546 572 446 368 377 382 -28% 
    Total 3,769 1,249 1,169 1,180 1,036 1,105 1,182 1,264 5% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,715 1,638 1,474 1,424 1,289 2,091 2,257 2,232 57% 
    Residential Renovations 1,249 1,267 1,108 1,003 965 1,050 1,063 1,339 12% 
    Non Residential 1,303 956 635 682 735 573 693 789 0% 
    Engineering 2,464 2,658 2,821 2,926 2,265 1,856 1,878 1,889 -30% 
    Total 6,731 6,519 6,039 6,035 5,254 5,570 5,890 6,249 2% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 46 49 46 46 55 34 31 32  
    Residential Renovations 27 26 35 32 42 29 30 14  
    Non Residential 38 60 62 56 55 64 60 51  
    Engineering 32 34 36 35 42 43 43 42  
    Total 35 42 44 46 58 53 48 41  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 124.84 17043.0 54 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 24.32 1584.2 26 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 13.72 689.2 20 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.305 0.133 12 
Rates per Population 622.21 706.4 47 
General Purpose Grants per Population 121.23 65.7 22 
Roads Grants per Population 68.37 28.6 19 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 80,068 82,165 91,241 97,691 98,866 42 46 46 46 46 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 143,144 144,628 158,716 168,104 177,569 41 45 47 47 47 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,852 5,522 6,556 7,769 8,809 38 42 43 42 33 
POW Emp 65,785 66,840 70,503 73,290 72,231 50 51 52 54 54 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 115,140 114,051 119,640 123,130 124,947 51 51 53 55 55 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,741 4,142 4,546 5,338 5,771 50 55 56 54 51 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.4 33.9 33.5 33.1 34.5 31 22 23 27 14 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.9 38.2 41.3 46.2 49.6 26 33 22 23 9 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.7 32.8 32.6 32.3 33.3 39 36 39 30 23 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.5 36.3 38.0 43.4 46.2 32 38 37 30 15 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 8,208 7,981 7,038 6,511 6,886 8,290 8,152 7,191 6,619 7,575 
B Mining 580 318 427 524 525 489 287 335 418 411 
C Manufacturing 6,227 6,178 6,875 6,381 6,262 5,426 5,519 6,103 5,919 5,561 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,259 1,094 1,333 1,649 1,646 1,097 940 1,147 1,333 1,450 
E Construction 5,217 6,430 10,079 7,415 7,373 4,926 5,785 8,758 6,508 6,522 
F Wholesale Trade 3,329 3,017 2,729 2,754 2,738 2,429 2,327 1,944 1,865 1,801 
G Retail Trade 8,291 9,144 9,479 10,079 10,289 7,252 7,997 8,145 8,619 8,247 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,659 7,736 6,384 7,062 7,288 7,793 7,866 6,467 7,237 6,829 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,992 3,730 4,163 4,276 4,281 3,198 2,980 3,155 3,169 3,341 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,757 1,381 1,278 1,306 1,304 994 698 625 610 548 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,575 1,421 1,561 1,680 1,668 1,189 932 986 976 914 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,212 1,334 1,462 1,634 1,638 1,054 1,145 1,196 1,227 1,108 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,931 4,550 4,993 6,049 6,062 2,560 2,677 2,802 3,302 3,000 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,019 2,417 2,100 2,700 2,745 1,468 1,744 1,499 2,079 1,936 
O Public Administration & Safety 7,611 7,634 11,899 15,007 15,094 3,579 3,281 4,552 5,415 4,911 
P Education & Training 5,536 5,705 6,397 7,345 7,471 4,363 4,516 5,008 5,607 5,594 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 7,100 7,644 8,337 9,764 9,973 5,791 6,190 6,746 7,890 8,022 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,145 1,164 1,377 1,734 1,778 1,200 1,244 1,269 1,607 1,529 
S Other Services 3,421 3,287 3,332 3,822 3,846 2,685 2,560 2,575 2,889 2,932 
Z TOTAL 80,068 82,165 91,241 97,691 98,866 65,785 66,840 70,503 73,290 72,231 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,650 6,206 7,023 7,935 7,941 4,197 4,337 4,739 5,219 4,773 
Z2 Hi Income 6,786 7,074 7,787 9,284 9,289 4,692 4,351 4,582 5,311 4,870 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 13,781 14,512 16,112 18,843 19,222 11,354 11,949 13,023 15,104 15,145 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 -0.6 1.7 0.1 0.1 1.7 2.0 -2.2 0.2 2.3 0.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 -0.2 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -0.8 1.9 -0.1 0.0 2.6 2.6 -1.7 0.0 3.4 0.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,119 5,542 5,707 6,098 6,516 6,520 6,699 6,879 7,098 7,354 7,635 7,833 7,946 4.3% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 29,126 31,249 31,840 33,629 35,429 34,913 35,318 35,914 36,661 37,623 38,735 39,474 39,602 2.6% 
  - Per Cap Rank 28 25 22 21 17 18 15 16 14 14 14 11 12 0 
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The NSW coast south of Nowra relied on coastal shipping for transport 
longer than any other closer-settled part of Australia and therefore was 
slow to develop – first for fishing, forestry and dairying and now as a resort 
and retirement area for Sydney and Canberra. Coastal attractions include 
headlands and secluded beaches while the ranges inland include national 
parks as well as woodchip forests. Industry spills over from Wollongong to 
Nowra near the northern boundary of the region. 

[This region is unchanged from previous State of the Regions reports.] 

 

Major centres: 

Nowra, Bega 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 167 168 170 172 173 174 0.5% 1.1% 0.9% 0.9% 0.5% 0.8% 0.7% 
No. Households 66 66 67 68 69 70 1.0% 1.1% 1.3% 1.5% 1.4% 1.1% 1.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 75 76 76 75 77 76 1.0% 0.6% -1.2% 2.2% -1.7% 0.1% 0.2% 
NIEIR Employment 65 65 65 65 67 65 -0.1% -0.7% -0.6% 3.6% -2.9% -0.5% 0.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 9.5 10.3 11.2 10.7 10.0 10.7 8.3% 9.2% -4.9% -6.1% 6.7% 4.0% 0.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 12.7% 13.6% 14.7% 14.2% 13.0% 14.1% 0.9 1.2 -0.5 -1.2 1.1 0.5 0.0 
Headline U/E Rate 6.7% 7.9% 8.8% 8.4% 7.7% 9.5% 1.2 0.9 -0.4 -0.7 1.8 0.6 0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 15.8% 16.1% 16.7% 16.8% 16.1% 15.9% 0.3 0.6 0.1 -0.7 -0.3 0.3 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 20.1% 20.6% 21.1% 21.1% 20.6% 20.2% 0.5 0.5 0.1 -0.5 -0.3 0.4 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 20.3 20.6 20.6 20.8 21.3 21.4 0.4 -0.1 0.2 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 33.6% 33.4% 34.4% 34.9% 33.0% 34.2% -0.2 0.9 0.6 -2.0 1.3 0.4 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 46.6% 45.7% 45.9% 45.3% 43.8% 43.7% -1.0 0.2 -0.6 -1.5 -0.2 -0.5 -0.8 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,992 2,947 3,000 2,995 3,122 3,005 17,872 17,527 17,644 17,452 18,020 17,257 0.0% 0.2% 
Taxes Paid 613 621 645 716 765 712 3,661 3,692 3,792 4,169 4,413 4,091 5.3% -0.2% 
Benefits 1,637 1,657 1,724 1,739 1,723 1,646 9,779 9,856 10,139 10,135 9,948 9,453 2.0% -2.7% 
Business Income 735 739 804 939 1,011 943 4,392 4,393 4,726 5,474 5,836 5,415 8.5% 0.2% 
Interest Paid 530 458 393 370 371 369 3,166 2,721 2,313 2,155 2,141 2,120 -11.3% -0.1% 
Property Income 1,073 1,016 1,031 1,075 1,100 1,062 6,409 6,045 6,064 6,262 6,348 6,099 0.1% -0.6% 
Disposable Income 6,560 6,529 6,780 6,963 7,139 6,907 39,190 38,826 39,875 40,573 41,210 39,670 2.0% -0.4% 
    Rank 55 56 55 55 55 55 52 50 50 49 46 57   
Resident GRP (Local) 6,282 6,202 6,391 6,528 6,723 6,812 63,714 63,179 64,648 65,831 67,434 69,040 1.3% 2.2% 
    Rank 58 58 58 58 57 56 52 50 48 40 38 35   
Industry GRP (Local) 5,945 5,823 5,947 6,002 6,139 6,229 97,131 95,797 99,453 101,829 101,423 106,004 0.3% 1.9% 
    Rank 58 58 58 59 56 56 32 35 29 25 24 16   
Headline GRP 7,008 7,030 7,155 7,202 7,278 7,437 114,503 115,657 119,655 122,188 120,249 126,546 0.9% 1.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 4.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.2% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 23.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 70.4% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 23.8 2 
2016 24.1 2 
2015 25.0 2 
2014 25.4 1 
2013 25.4 1 
2012 25.0 2 
2011 24.4 2 
2010 18.7 15 
2009 21.0 16 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.6% 24.9% 23.2% 22.0% 
   Age 20-29 8.1% 8.0% 8.4% 9.2% 
   Age 30-54 32.9% 31.4% 28.8% 26.0% 
   Age 55+   32.5% 35.7% 39.5% 42.9% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -164 -191 -122 
   Age 20-29  101 243 381 
   Age 30-54  -55 -367 -596 
   Age 55+    1,457 1,837 1,692 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 26.5 8,419.9 53 
    Hi Tech 1.5 979.0 55 
    Info. Tech 0.3 402.1 60 
    Engineering 2.6 813.0 56 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 15.2 34.4 47 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.9 4.0 57 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 62 
    Engineering p.a. 1.5 3.3 59 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 16 16 16 17 16 14 14 16 16 15 16 
   Rank 46 46 44 46 41 57 56 48 40 47 42 
Rainfall (mm) 942 726 649 718 827 1,028 840 764 986 1,163 825 
   Rank 15 30 34 30 46 25 22 21 20 6 29 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 143 146 148 151 153 155 156 157 158 160 161 163 165 166 167 168 170 172 173 174 
 

Population Profile 

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

 



NSW South Coast 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.88) 

 

HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 612 652 832 24 22 18 40.8% 39.0% 42.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 468 502 743 32 32 18 49.6% 42.2% 44.6% 
    Value of Financial Assets 288 301 288 33 36 41 35.7% 35.3% 37.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 143 151 199 60 62 46 36.6% 37.1% 48.4% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 92 101 99 66 59 63 42.5% 44.6% 48.4% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 14% 17% 43 52 35 69.2% 60.2% 72.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.32 1.31 1.75 43 52 28 69.6% 60.3% 76.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 142.8 172.7 198.0 370.0 354.1 355.9 412.3 38 34 4.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 62636 61026 67538 73638 92160 94627 89436 63 65 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.3 2.9 2.9 5.0 3.9 3.8 4.6 21 22 2.3% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 51912 57450 64941 74610 83077 87189 89997 34 18 2.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 28.9% 25.1% 20.2% 36.2% 31.4% 25.0% 26.2% 42 49 0.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 65.4% 46.8% 33.2% 40.0% 36.2% 29.7% 29.6% 52 55 -2.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 9.1% 6.9% 6.9% 5.9% 5.9% 6.5% 6.9% 42 45 0.0% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 85.0% 91.1% 77.2% 81.1% 87.7% 87.1% 28 21 0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 63 52 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 901 366 291 302 343 345 362 354 13% 
    Residential Renovations 738 259 229 211 205 224 229 291 16% 
    Non Residential 389 199 135 135 168 270 239 101 39% 
    Engineering 691 247 284 294 236 182 177 165 -36% 
    Total 2,719 1,071 938 942 952 1,021 1,007 912 4% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,844 2,202 1,736 1,797 2,019 2,011 2,087 2,033 10% 
    Residential Renovations 1,510 1,557 1,367 1,253 1,204 1,306 1,324 1,673 13% 
    Non Residential 796 1,196 809 800 988 1,574 1,380 583 36% 
    Engineering 1,413 1,483 1,695 1,750 1,387 1,060 1,022 949 -37% 
    Total 5,562 6,437 5,606 5,599 5,597 5,951 5,814 5,238 1% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 40 33 39 37 34 36 36 36  
    Residential Renovations 17 13 22 10 16 6 13 2  
    Non Residential 60 44 54 51 39 21 23 63  
    Engineering 53 61 57 55 59 63 64 64  
    Total 53 47 54 54 52 43 51 60  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 102.53 17043.0 58 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 18.03 1584.2 41 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.46 689.2 40 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.239 0.133 23 
Rates per Population 591.82 706.4 51 
General Purpose Grants per Population 104.09 65.7 23 
Roads Grants per Population 37.29 28.6 32 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 50,125 54,924 61,885 65,440 65,338 61 59 58 55 56 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 84,509 91,195 98,665 103,136 107,753 61 61 60 62 61 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,755 3,204 3,770 4,270 4,780 60 61 62 60 58 
POW Emp 47,000 51,511 57,684 61,202 58,766 61 60 60 59 59 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 78,414 84,313 91,124 95,353 96,002 62 61 62 62 62 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,541 2,926 3,437 3,933 4,198 63 64 62 60 58 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.4 31.9 30.7 30.3 31.7 67 67 67 67 40 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.6 35.1 38.2 41.4 44.4 35 45 42 40 22 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.1 31.5 30.4 30.0 31.4 65 60 65 66 42 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.4 34.7 37.7 41.2 43.7 35 47 39 37 21 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 3,151 2,781 2,409 2,161 2,280 3,008 2,696 2,374 2,151 2,349 
B Mining 114 98 193 213 215 92 63 131 119 113 
C Manufacturing 4,282 4,408 5,284 5,218 5,114 4,083 4,180 4,884 4,829 4,503 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 612 493 744 828 824 598 490 677 745 687 
E Construction 4,190 5,293 6,588 5,782 4,880 3,753 4,826 6,121 5,296 4,755 
F Wholesale Trade 1,819 1,663 1,436 1,439 1,444 1,581 1,459 1,255 1,228 1,074 
G Retail Trade 6,920 8,348 9,050 8,578 8,749 6,616 8,019 8,740 8,385 8,319 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,922 6,533 5,992 6,818 6,985 5,648 6,221 5,685 6,528 6,440 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 1,819 2,026 2,376 2,483 2,497 1,603 1,770 2,048 2,215 2,474 
J Information Media & Telecoms 876 726 745 745 744 821 678 650 675 614 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,063 934 1,008 1,070 1,072 1,019 822 874 901 847 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 926 944 1,159 1,190 1,192 883 917 1,098 1,119 1,021 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,783 2,177 2,531 3,089 3,113 1,724 2,021 2,274 2,714 2,396 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,314 1,765 1,851 2,063 2,105 1,247 1,621 1,671 1,906 1,774 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,779 3,798 5,117 5,788 5,795 3,345 3,289 4,448 5,124 4,645 
P Education & Training 3,635 4,080 4,777 5,390 5,498 3,300 3,821 4,536 5,087 4,854 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,037 5,781 7,094 8,798 9,007 4,871 5,713 6,937 8,619 8,356 
R Arts & Recreation Services 657 916 1,008 1,142 1,162 733 876 906 1,071 1,038 
S Other Services 2,225 2,161 2,521 2,645 2,661 2,076 2,030 2,375 2,489 2,506 
Z TOTAL 50,125 54,924 61,885 65,440 65,338 47,000 51,511 57,684 61,202 58,766 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,637 3,124 3,728 4,192 4,215 2,549 2,916 3,370 3,705 3,344 
Z2 Hi Income 3,474 3,818 4,526 5,208 5,240 3,347 3,449 3,959 4,465 4,006 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 9,329 10,777 12,880 15,330 15,667 8,904 10,410 12,378 14,777 14,249 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -0.5 1.5 0.1 0.0 1.7 1.7 -2.2 0.3 2.1 0.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 -0.7 1.6 -0.1 0.0 2.6 2.7 -1.7 0.4 3.3 1.0 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,290 4,534 4,562 4,711 4,890 4,860 5,087 5,374 5,536 5,606 5,713 5,845 5,949 3.3% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 27,479 28,800 28,841 29,483 30,369 29,844 30,845 32,294 33,073 33,334 33,602 34,061 34,338 1.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 35 33 40 46 46 44 35 31 26 26 29 29 28 0 
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The City of Melbourne is effectively an orphan within the RDA structure 
and is hence a small region both in population and area but not in 
employment. It is located at the head of navigation on the Yarra River, 
where the Port of Melbourne and adjacent logistics zone is still cheek-by-
jowl with the city centre, though over the past decade the Docklands 
development has moved the boundary downstream by about a kilometre. 
The region has the usual state-capital emphasis on finance and 
administration and has extended considerably into knowledge economy 
activities. Through state investment it has also become a focus for sports 
and entertainment. In the process it has gentrified, with considerable 
high-rise redevelopment. 

 

Major centres: 

Melbourne 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 105 116 122 129 136 144 10.4% 5.0% 5.6% 5.7% 5.4% 7.0% 5.5% 
No. Households 51 55 58 64 71 77 7.1% 6.4% 10.3% 10.8% 8.4% 7.9% 9.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 64 69 73 76 79 83 7.3% 5.8% 5.2% 3.9% 5.0% 6.1% 4.5% 
NIEIR Employment 62 66 69 73 76 80 7.0% 5.0% 5.1% 4.6% 5.6% 5.7% 5.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 2.4 2.8 3.4 3.7 3.3 3.1 16.2% 23.4% 7.0% -10.0% -7.6% 15.3% -8.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 3.7% 4.1% 4.7% 4.8% 4.2% 3.7% 0.3 0.7 0.1 -0.6 -0.5 0.4 -0.6 
Headline U/E Rate 3.6% 4.0% 4.7% 4.8% 4.2% 3.8% 0.4 0.7 0.1 -0.6 -0.4 0.4 -0.5 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 4.0% 3.8% 3.7% 3.5% 3.3% 3.1% -0.2 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 -0.2 -0.2 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 5.1% 4.8% 4.7% 4.6% 4.5% 4.2% -0.3 -0.1 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 -0.2 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.1 20.1 19.4 18.6 18.3 18.2 -2.0 -0.7 -0.8 -0.3 -0.1 -1.2 -0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 32.4% 34.8% 34.7% 35.1% 35.2% 34.2% 2.4 0.0 0.4 0.1 -1.0 0.9 -0.5 
Not In Employment (1) 41.8% 47.0% 49.0% 51.1% 51.8% 52.2% 5.3 1.9 2.1 0.7 0.3 3.1 0.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 3,800 4,012 4,083 4,145 4,481 4,915 36,051 34,484 33,424 32,128 32,865 34,210 2.9% 8.9% 
Taxes Paid 1,187 1,261 1,284 1,362 1,469 1,651 11,261 10,842 10,507 10,557 10,777 11,489 4.7% 10.1% 
Benefits 196 180 193 197 198 197 1,856 1,546 1,583 1,531 1,450 1,374 0.3% 0.0% 
Business Income 756 844 1,024 1,080 1,165 1,215 7,173 7,254 8,383 8,369 8,544 8,456 12.6% 6.1% 
Interest Paid 589 566 536 570 579 573 5,586 4,865 4,391 4,415 4,245 3,985 -1.1% 0.3% 
Property Income 813 759 785 810 841 879 7,711 6,526 6,429 6,281 6,168 6,118 -0.1% 4.2% 
Disposable Income 4,840 5,027 5,412 5,491 5,891 6,275 45,912 43,216 44,296 42,563 43,212 43,674 4.3% 6.9% 
    Rank 64 64 62 64 62 60 23 34 34 39 38 43   
Resident GRP (Local) 6,973 7,035 7,088 7,120 7,150 7,252 76,530 69,665 66,846 63,506 60,880 59,409 0.7% 0.9% 
    Rank 54 55 54 54 55 54 23 33 37 50 53 55   
Industry GRP (Local) 45,737 45,924 46,065 45,592 45,463 45,858 96,060 94,935 93,469 90,614 88,039 85,953 -0.1% 0.3% 
    Rank 4 4 4 4 4 4 33 36 40 47 47 48   
Headline GRP 72,946 74,814 75,687 77,460 80,953 85,254 153,206 154,658 153,572 153,951 156,765 159,793 2.0% 4.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 2.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 19.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 9.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 33.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 3.1 66 
2016 3.4 64 
2015 3.6 64 
2014 3.6 64 
2013 3.6 65 
2012 4.0 65 
2011 3.9 64 
2010 10.9 48 
2009 12.1 49 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 18.0% 14.8% 12.8% 9.6% 
   Age 20-29 34.9% 39.9% 40.8% 38.3% 
   Age 30-54 32.3% 31.8% 33.0% 38.6% 
   Age 55+   14.8% 13.5% 13.4% 13.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  347 187 53 
   Age 20-29  2,596 1,781 2,378 
   Age 30-54  1,533 1,515 4,137 
   Age 55+    514 527 1,031 
Average Annual Growth  7.2% 4.3% 6.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 336.0 8,419.9 7 
    Hi Tech 43.3 979.0 7 
    Info. Tech 19.8 402.1 5 
    Engineering 24.0 813.0 9 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 233.8 34.4 1 
    Hi Tech p.a. 30.1 4.0 1 
    Info. Tech p.a. 13.8 1.6 2 
    Engineering p.a. 16.7 3.3 1 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 16 17 16 17 17 17 12 7 7 
   Rank 43 40 42 42 42 32 32 35 65 67 67 
Rainfall (mm) 372 454 373 620 949 734 524 585 364 261 319 
   Rank 54 53 60 43 34 44 41 40 56 66 67 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 48 50 53 55 60 66 71 76 80 85 90 94 98 100 105 116 122 129 136 144 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 942 861 344 9 12 65 62.8% 51.6% 17.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 687 754 217 8 8 67 72.8% 63.4% 13.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 431 345 237 12 25 56 53.4% 40.5% 30.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 175 237 109 43 22 67 44.7% 58.2% 26.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 111 93 79 42 66 67 51.7% 41.0% 38.9% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 24% 17% 41 1 37 72.0% 100.0% 70.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.38 2.17 1.21 41 1 60 72.3% 100.0% 53.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 252.1 299.7 455.6 463.8 585.7 559.8 565.9 8 18 3.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 106071 75,375 76,222 96,885 97,080 87,123 77,096 34 67 0.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.4 4.0 6.0 4.8 6.0 6.4 7.3 9 10 3.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 56837 63548 73203 86280 94418 91303 87536 17 21 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 46.0% 39.1% 40.9% 38.9% 45.2% 37.1% 36.0% 13 29 -0.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 103.4% 74.1% 47.5% 49.1% 39.6% 33.9% 32.6% 8 47 -3.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 61.0% 63.6% 69.1% 76.8% 79.0% 82.8% 86.5% 1 1 1.5% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 4.5% 1.6% 5.8% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 67 67 -12.8% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.0 1.9 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.7 54 67 -0.9% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,331 981 1,349 1,699 1,354 1,908 2,564 2,505 58% 
    Residential Renovations 347 111 124 128 146 142 154 179 19% 
    Non Residential 7,661 1,335 1,772 2,313 2,203 1,835 1,714 1,849 -14% 
    Engineering 2,803 1,185 1,208 1,100 1,044 1,047 1,169 1,214 2% 
    Total 13,142 3,612 4,453 5,240 4,747 4,932 5,600 5,747 13% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 8,287 9,789 12,795 14,607 11,086 14,790 18,803 17,438 33% 
    Residential Renovations 1,232 1,103 1,180 1,098 1,197 1,100 1,127 1,243 0% 
    Non Residential 27,245 13,323 16,810 19,883 18,030 14,226 12,570 12,866 -28% 
    Engineering 9,933 11,824 11,456 9,460 8,542 8,113 8,571 8,452 -15% 
    Total 46,698 36,038 42,241 45,048 38,855 38,228 41,072 39,999 -5% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
    Residential Renovations 31 44 28 26 17 23 23 22  
    Non Residential 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
    Engineering 5 5 8 14 14 12 8 6  
    Total 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 2  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 227.27 17043.0 31 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 2.48 1584.2 67 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 0.66 689.2 67 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.014 0.133 67 
Rates per Population 1666.96 706.4 1 
General Purpose Grants per Population 18.18 65.7 67 
Roads Grants per Population 4.85 28.6 67 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 25,463 30,573 48,757 61,509 80,567 67 67 63 62 52 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 43,851 52,432 83,819 105,468 114,113 67 67 63 61 57 
UR Income ($m cvm) 1,815 2,653 4,436 5,372 5,311 67 66 56 56 55 
POW Emp 246,847 304,592 387,255 476,131 533,527 6 6 5 4 4 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 465,139 564,382 685,351 846,204 925,924 6 5 4 4 4 
POW Income ($m cvm) 17,849 25,151 34,212 44,136 43,917 5 4 4 4 4 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.1 33.0 33.1 33.0 27.2 59 48 36 29 67 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 41.4 50.6 52.9 50.9 46.5 4 2 5 12 16 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 36.2 35.6 34.0 34.2 33.4 3 2 14 12 19 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.4 44.6 49.9 52.2 47.4 5 7 3 8 12 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 101 178 144 180 255 304 479 433 637 674 
B Mining 85 102 139 281 374 1,266 1,081 1,621 2,304 2,308 
C Manufacturing 1,791 1,726 2,570 2,491 3,460 11,306 13,832 16,484 15,828 18,051 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 92 136 375 601 784 2,158 2,695 4,557 8,496 7,414 
E Construction 605 654 1,412 2,592 3,309 5,724 8,352 12,841 16,711 18,582 
F Wholesale Trade 1,037 1,238 2,032 2,160 2,799 6,517 7,489 9,755 11,053 11,332 
G Retail Trade 2,266 2,718 4,158 4,435 5,929 11,704 16,078 18,429 18,006 21,736 
H Accommodation & Food Services 2,923 3,725 4,820 6,483 8,716 15,246 21,153 22,336 26,842 33,050 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 823 903 1,431 1,551 1,986 10,678 12,292 16,163 18,475 18,467 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,139 1,423 2,041 2,318 2,987 19,565 21,850 24,285 27,944 30,809 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,579 2,155 4,206 5,214 6,655 36,986 43,669 57,442 70,380 77,576 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 360 522 839 1,125 1,462 2,642 4,053 5,267 7,509 8,607 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,800 5,165 8,773 12,128 15,607 42,087 55,412 68,961 92,633 104,619 
N Administrative & Support Services 891 1,152 1,810 2,146 2,802 11,279 15,498 19,739 22,067 25,224 
O Public Administration & Safety 1,065 1,181 2,596 3,176 4,115 23,291 25,075 39,575 51,376 57,893 
P Education & Training 2,498 2,715 4,115 5,073 6,716 13,578 16,295 21,053 26,351 30,790 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 2,679 3,075 4,675 6,150 8,142 17,679 21,681 27,924 33,924 39,393 
R Arts & Recreation Services 887 964 1,409 1,933 2,527 8,459 10,379 11,720 15,513 15,764 
S Other Services 843 841 1,212 1,472 1,944 6,378 7,229 8,671 10,081 11,238 
Z TOTAL 25,463 30,573 48,757 61,509 80,567 246,847 304,592 387,255 476,131 533,527 
Z1 Hi Tech 4,356 5,711 9,600 12,900 16,628 46,891 61,658 76,306 98,343 110,776 
Z2 Hi Income 6,144 8,331 14,621 19,323 24,835 89,112 111,981 144,097 182,270 203,674 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 6,064 6,754 10,199 13,156 17,385 39,715 48,355 60,697 75,788 85,947 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.8 -1.9 1.2 0.1 0.3 -1.5 -1.1 -2.2 -0.5 0.4 -2.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.0 -0.1 -2.4 -2.4 0.0 0.0 -2.5 -3.0 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.9 -2.0 1.7 -0.1 0.4 -4.1 -3.6 -1.7 -0.5 -2.1 -5.3 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 2,583 2,748 2,883 3,026 2,987 2,855 3,017 3,258 3,304 3,349 3,787 4,295 4,645 5.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 36,157 36,138 35,971 35,443 33,213 30,296 30,908 32,507 31,339 28,792 30,995 33,295 34,073 -0.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 11 11 12 14 25 38 34 27 43 59 45 33 31 0 
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The present municipality of Boroondarra began with the land boom of the 
1880s and was for the most part built up by 1950. Whitehorse and 
Monash likewise began as rail-served commuter settlements but filled up 
rapidly in the post-war period as motoring improved the accessibility of 
housing built away from railway stations. The region remains a commuter 
residential area for Melbourne City, with some development of 
knowledge-economy activities in Boroondarra and a cluster of knowledge-
related activities around Monash University. It also retains the middle to 
high social status it originally derived from being located on gentle hills. 

 

Major centres: 

Camberwell, Box Hill, Ringwood 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 508 514 521 528 535 541 1.3% 1.3% 1.3% 1.4% 1.1% 1.3% 1.2% 
No. Households 180 182 184 187 190 193 0.9% 1.3% 1.6% 1.7% 1.7% 1.3% 1.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 268 269 270 274 284 293 0.5% 0.2% 1.6% 3.5% 3.3% 0.8% 3.4% 
NIEIR Employment 255 257 256 259 269 278 0.5% -0.3% 1.4% 3.7% 3.4% 0.5% 3.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 12.7 12.7 14.2 15.0 14.9 15.2 0.6% 11.3% 5.9% -0.4% 2.0% 5.8% 0.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.7% 4.7% 5.3% 5.5% 5.3% 5.2% 0.0 0.5 0.2 -0.2 -0.1 0.3 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 3.5% 3.6% 4.3% 4.7% 4.5% 4.7% 0.1 0.7 0.4 -0.2 0.2 0.4 0.0 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 4.5% 4.6% 4.7% 4.6% 4.3% 4.2% 0.0 0.1 -0.1 -0.3 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 5.7% 5.6% 5.7% 5.6% 5.2% 5.0% 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.4 -0.3 0.0 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.5 23.3 23.4 23.3 23.7 24.5 -0.2 0.0 -0.1 0.5 0.7 -0.1 0.6 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.1% 25.6% 26.8% 26.8% 25.2% 22.8% 0.5 1.2 0.0 -1.6 -2.3 0.6 -2.0 
Not In Employment (1) 38.1% 38.6% 38.5% 38.7% 37.5% 35.6% 0.5 -0.1 0.2 -1.2 -1.9 0.2 -1.6 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 15,929 16,045 15,523 15,669 16,515 17,278 31,376 31,201 29,784 29,691 30,875 31,953 -0.5% 5.0% 
Taxes Paid 4,539 4,657 4,550 4,688 4,991 5,243 8,941 9,056 8,730 8,884 9,331 9,696 1.1% 5.7% 
Benefits 2,918 2,991 3,027 3,031 3,091 3,022 5,747 5,816 5,807 5,744 5,778 5,590 1.3% -0.1% 
Business Income 3,346 3,752 4,298 4,499 4,796 4,940 6,591 7,297 8,246 8,524 8,966 9,136 10.4% 4.8% 
Interest Paid 2,583 2,231 2,157 2,265 2,424 2,398 5,087 4,338 4,139 4,293 4,532 4,435 -4.3% 2.9% 
Property Income 4,553 4,336 4,247 4,282 4,433 4,500 8,968 8,432 8,149 8,114 8,288 8,322 -2.0% 2.5% 
Disposable Income 24,549 25,128 25,376 25,709 26,706 27,408 48,354 48,865 48,690 48,715 49,928 50,687 1.6% 3.3% 
    Rank 14 12 14 15 14 14 17 15 16 16 13 15   
Resident GRP (Local) 29,548 29,598 29,940 30,272 30,771 31,246 86,649 85,826 85,675 85,497 85,626 86,718 0.8% 1.6% 
    Rank 13 13 13 13 13 12 15 14 12 12 12 12   
Industry GRP (Local) 29,673 29,700 30,112 30,520 30,904 31,439 108,903 108,767 110,107 110,051 109,131 107,475 0.9% 1.5% 
    Rank 10 10 10 10 10 10 17 16 16 16 12 14   
Headline GRP 33,970 34,585 35,003 36,203 37,694 39,228 124,671 126,658 127,991 130,543 133,110 134,099 2.1% 4.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 



Melbourne Eastern Inner 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.95) 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 1.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 12.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 7.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 51.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 11.0 45 
2016 11.6 46 
2015 11.8 44 
2014 11.9 44 
2013 11.9 44 
2012 11.9 43 
2011 11.8 44 
2010 8.1 59 
2009 9.2 59 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 23.5% 23.5% 22.8% 21.8% 
   Age 20-29 14.8% 15.5% 16.8% 17.2% 
   Age 30-54 35.5% 34.2% 33.1% 32.5% 
   Age 55+   26.2% 26.8% 27.3% 28.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  721 546 382 
   Age 20-29  1,092 2,167 1,577 
   Age 30-54  -57 620 1,569 
   Age 55+    1,485 1,878 3,087 
Average Annual Growth  0.7% 1.1% 1.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 336.5 8,419.9 6 
    Hi Tech 40.9 979.0 8 
    Info. Tech 13.7 402.1 11 
    Engineering 33.3 813.0 5 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 62.2 34.4 6 
    Hi Tech p.a. 7.6 4.0 7 
    Info. Tech p.a. 2.5 1.6 10 
    Engineering p.a. 6.2 3.3 4 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 15 16 14 16 16 16 13 11 11 
   Rank 54 54 54 54 53 40 41 44 60 65 66 
Rainfall (mm) 402 521 459 692 1,030 855 599 683 503 619 767 
   Rank 50 45 51 35 26 35 37 27 43 44 34 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 458 460 462 465 465 466 468 471 476 482 488 496 499 502 508 514 521 528 535 541 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 1,309 1,510 1,888 4 3 2 87.3% 90.5% 96.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 943 1,189 1,665 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 608 623 601 5 4 4 75.4% 73.1% 78.1% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 242 302 377 14 6 2 61.7% 74.0% 91.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 128 138 142 18 18 14 59.2% 60.8% 69.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 19% 22% 23 5 2 80.4% 82.3% 93.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.54 1.79 2.13 23 5 3 81.0% 82.3% 93.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 272.9 262.2 462.5 602.5 896.2 919.4 1189.9 10 4 7.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 81417 84620 90155 107599 127603 124486 126513 20 21 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.3 3.1 5.1 5.5 6.9 7.3 9.3 16 2 5.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 55239 62400 71707 84006 91948 89416 86247 22 24 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 51.1% 34.8% 42.3% 51.8% 70.9% 62.0% 76.5% 23 4 3.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 100.7% 71.1% 50.9% 53.2% 56.7% 44.2% 53.9% 13 8 -1.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 11.0% 13.9% 12.1% 14.1% 14.4% 15.7% 18.0% 20 16 1.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 64.5% 63.9% 60.6% 43.3% 36.1% 38.0% 51 54 -2.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2 11 9 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,512 1,535 1,560 1,720 1,844 1,962 2,330 2,158 26% 
    Residential Renovations 1,369 427 456 447 485 450 455 502 1% 
    Non Residential 2,090 725 852 876 726 761 925 796 1% 
    Engineering 1,969 763 766 682 698 690 675 696 -4% 
    Total 8,940 3,450 3,634 3,725 3,755 3,863 4,384 4,153 12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,368 3,058 3,073 3,344 3,539 3,719 4,355 3,991 21% 
    Residential Renovations 923 851 898 869 931 852 850 929 -2% 
    Non Residential 1,410 1,444 1,678 1,704 1,394 1,442 1,730 1,472 -3% 
    Engineering 1,327 1,520 1,509 1,326 1,340 1,307 1,262 1,288 -8% 
    Total 6,027 6,873 7,158 7,243 7,204 7,320 8,197 7,681 7% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 29 10 6 7 7 8 6 7  
    Residential Renovations 60 64 60 53 47 57 59 62  
    Non Residential 23 28 17 14 23 22 15 19  
    Engineering 55 60 62 63 60 57 59 55  
    Total 43 38 33 31 31 32 23 28  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 339.10 17043.0 15 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 10.57 1584.2 55 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 2.83 689.2 62 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.040 0.133 64 
Rates per Population 633.95 706.4 45 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.77 65.7 57 
Roads Grants per Population 5.30 28.6 66 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 228,069 232,992 244,138 255,013 276,893 10 11 14 16 16 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 397,882 391,930 403,497 419,657 454,037 10 11 16 16 16 
UR Income ($m cvm) 13,960 16,090 18,692 20,753 20,756 6 7 9 13 14 
POW Emp 230,194 242,169 258,674 272,473 292,527 8 8 7 7 8 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 408,107 417,081 437,989 456,330 487,706 8 8 8 8 9 
POW Income ($m cvm) 13,748 16,088 18,532 20,878 20,950 10 8 9 9 11 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.5 32.3 31.8 31.6 31.5 55 60 59 54 44 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 35.1 41.1 46.3 49.5 45.7 20 18 10 16 18 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.1 33.1 32.6 32.2 32.1 33 32 41 35 33 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.7 38.6 42.3 45.8 43.0 24 24 17 20 25 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 671 770 565 559 651 402 462 331 285 535 
B Mining 628 473 507 612 669 101 63 80 199 209 
C Manufacturing 26,476 25,044 23,890 19,194 21,612 29,826 29,583 30,109 22,506 23,272 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,265 1,311 1,897 2,423 2,584 1,784 1,742 2,517 2,575 2,081 
E Construction 10,772 9,514 14,639 15,568 17,065 13,065 14,426 20,022 22,692 25,095 
F Wholesale Trade 13,487 12,260 14,602 13,428 14,258 16,995 16,254 19,519 18,554 18,779 
G Retail Trade 25,559 28,690 26,312 25,802 28,391 27,441 32,236 30,609 29,998 30,334 
H Accommodation & Food Services 14,193 15,154 13,623 16,050 17,718 11,366 12,092 10,749 12,216 13,246 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 6,903 6,635 7,310 7,640 8,040 6,104 6,354 7,385 9,586 9,973 
J Information Media & Telecoms 8,187 7,956 7,234 7,161 7,592 8,486 7,783 7,107 6,177 6,690 
K Financial & Insurance Services 13,184 13,244 15,629 16,484 17,378 8,275 7,798 8,745 9,069 9,506 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,216 3,943 4,043 4,425 4,747 2,971 3,664 3,800 4,379 4,743 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 24,709 27,989 29,733 33,705 35,867 21,810 23,818 24,826 27,750 29,758 
N Administrative & Support Services 7,048 8,129 8,414 8,960 9,717 7,635 9,122 9,601 10,265 11,436 
O Public Administration & Safety 10,115 8,963 11,725 12,059 12,903 8,692 8,020 10,694 10,757 11,674 
P Education & Training 21,630 22,861 23,983 25,824 28,231 24,668 26,318 28,398 33,344 37,344 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 26,537 27,376 28,039 31,976 35,186 26,966 29,248 31,114 37,212 41,507 
R Arts & Recreation Services 4,035 4,230 3,856 4,482 4,903 2,898 3,009 2,678 3,114 3,675 
S Other Services 9,455 8,449 8,137 8,658 9,381 10,711 10,178 10,389 11,794 12,669 
Z TOTAL 228,069 232,992 244,138 255,013 276,893 230,194 242,169 258,674 272,473 292,527 
Z1 Hi Tech 33,200 36,293 37,730 40,386 43,238 31,825 34,032 35,574 35,556 37,898 
Z2 Hi Income 42,846 46,487 51,277 56,269 59,776 34,340 36,334 39,238 43,359 46,430 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 52,202 54,468 55,877 62,282 68,320 54,531 58,575 62,190 73,670 82,526 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.4 0.2 2.9 0.1 0.1 -0.7 -0.5 -2.2 -0.3 -0.9 -3.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -1.0 -0.6 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.0 1.6 1.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.4 -0.9 2.2 -0.1 0.3 -0.3 0.0 -1.7 -0.2 0.6 -2.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 17,171 17,539 17,715 18,152 18,847 18,987 19,103 19,541 20,404 21,177 21,183 21,560 22,792 1.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 36,704 37,237 37,244 37,688 38,603 38,308 38,273 38,931 40,190 41,182 40,644 40,853 42,609 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 9 9 11 10 11 9 11 10 6 6 7 7 4 0 
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Melbourne Outer East comprises an arc of outer suburbs on the eastern 
boundary of the metropolitan area. In the inner part of the region hills 
restrict the Yarra river to a gorge, but above Yarra Glen there are hobby 
farms and cool-climate wineries. The outer part of the region comprises 
forested water reserves. Nearer Melbourne the region has been 
subdivided for commuter suburbs, many of which depend on the Eastern 
Freeway and the Ringwood railway line for access to Melbourne City. 

 

Major centres: 

Doncaster, Lilydale. 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 529 531 535 539 544 546 0.4% 0.7% 0.7% 1.0% 0.3% 0.6% 0.6% 
No. Households 185 187 188 191 194 196 0.7% 1.0% 1.3% 1.5% 1.3% 1.0% 1.4% 
NIEIR Workforce 298 296 297 300 302 309 -0.9% 0.4% 1.0% 0.8% 2.2% 0.2% 1.5% 
NIEIR Employment 279 275 273 275 279 286 -1.1% -0.8% 0.6% 1.6% 2.5% -0.4% 2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 19.9 20.4 23.7 25.0 23.1 22.8 2.8% 16.2% 5.4% -7.7% -1.0% 8.0% -4.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.7% 6.9% 8.0% 8.3% 7.6% 7.4% 0.2 1.1 0.3 -0.7 -0.2 0.6 -0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 4.1% 4.4% 5.4% 5.8% 5.3% 5.2% 0.3 1.0 0.4 -0.5 -0.1 0.6 -0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 6.3% 6.6% 7.1% 7.2% 6.8% 6.7% 0.2 0.5 0.1 -0.3 -0.1 0.3 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 8.2% 8.5% 9.0% 9.0% 8.7% 8.4% 0.3 0.5 0.0 -0.3 -0.2 0.3 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.9 24.8 25.1 25.6 26.1 27.0 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.9 0.2 0.7 
Not Employed Share (1) 21.4% 22.1% 22.9% 22.6% 21.9% 19.4% 0.7 0.8 -0.3 -0.7 -2.5 0.4 -1.6 
Not In Employment (1) 34.5% 34.7% 33.9% 32.8% 31.4% 29.0% 0.1 -0.8 -1.1 -1.4 -2.4 -0.6 -1.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 15,067 14,858 14,336 14,320 14,807 15,331 28,480 27,980 26,798 26,578 27,220 28,092 -1.7% 3.5% 
Taxes Paid 3,535 3,492 3,339 3,466 3,591 3,692 6,681 6,576 6,241 6,432 6,602 6,765 -0.7% 3.2% 
Benefits 3,373 3,430 3,547 3,503 3,522 3,438 6,375 6,459 6,630 6,501 6,475 6,300 1.3% -0.9% 
Business Income 2,113 2,273 2,471 2,575 2,731 2,851 3,994 4,281 4,619 4,779 5,021 5,224 6.8% 5.2% 
Interest Paid 2,329 1,961 1,764 1,736 1,826 1,806 4,403 3,693 3,298 3,222 3,356 3,310 -9.3% 2.0% 
Property Income 3,431 3,245 3,156 3,190 3,259 3,290 6,485 6,110 5,899 5,920 5,991 6,029 -2.4% 1.6% 
Disposable Income 22,513 22,620 22,700 22,802 23,360 23,944 42,556 42,596 42,432 42,320 42,944 43,874 0.4% 2.5% 
    Rank 17 17 17 18 18 18 39 37 39 43 40 42   
Resident GRP (Local) 25,716 25,784 25,861 26,054 26,235 26,567 72,568 72,928 72,954 73,328 73,319 74,775 0.4% 1.0% 
    Rank 17 17 17 18 18 17 29 27 27 27 25 21   
Industry GRP (Local) 18,471 18,380 18,371 18,424 18,863 19,232 95,873 96,713 97,465 97,276 96,287 95,149 -0.1% 2.2% 
    Rank 22 22 22 22 22 22 34 31 32 32 30 33   
Headline GRP 20,912 20,750 20,842 21,327 22,389 23,354 108,541 109,183 110,575 112,603 114,290 115,545 0.7% 4.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 2.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 3.8% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 10.3% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 63.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.4 35 
2016 15.1 34 
2015 15.4 34 
2014 15.6 33 
2013 15.2 34 
2012 15.0 33 
2011 14.7 33 
2010 10.8 50 
2009 12.1 50 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.1% 26.5% 24.9% 23.8% 
   Age 20-29 13.0% 12.9% 13.2% 13.4% 
   Age 30-54 37.5% 35.9% 34.6% 32.6% 
   Age 55+   21.4% 24.7% 27.4% 30.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -1,080 -930 -298 
   Age 20-29  71 733 662 
   Age 30-54  -892 -258 -979 
   Age 55+    3,764 3,632 3,989 
Average Annual Growth  0.4% 0.6% 0.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 195.5 8,419.9 13 
    Hi Tech 20.8 979.0 14 
    Info. Tech 8.0 402.1 15 
    Engineering 20.6 813.0 13 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 35.8 34.4 14 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.8 4.0 14 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.5 1.6 16 
    Engineering p.a. 3.8 3.3 15 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 14 15 14 15 15 15 15 15 15 
   Rank 59 57 59 57 57 50 50 54 51 51 55 
Rainfall (mm) 497 585 533 782 1,184 979 680 785 641 928 1,149 
   Rank 39 39 43 23 17 29 31 19 33 19 7 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 484 490 496 501 504 506 506 507 509 513 518 524 526 528 529 531 535 539 544 546 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 739 833 1,126 16 13 9 49.3% 49.9% 57.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 611 699 1,045 17 17 8 64.8% 58.8% 62.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 357 377 375 19 16 14 44.3% 44.3% 48.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 228 243 294 18 18 13 58.2% 59.6% 71.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 113 121 122 39 33 36 52.3% 53.1% 59.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 19% 20% 9 13 6 87.1% 78.2% 86.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.67 1.71 1.99 9 12 7 87.7% 78.4% 87.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 218.5 195.8 302.2 409.1 547.4 542.5 695.6 26 11 6.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 77979 80989 90850 102029 121578 114589 114924 25 37 1.7% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.8 2.4 3.3 4.0 4.5 4.7 6.0 32 12 4.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 50868 57743 65637 76421 83504 81822 79386 32 34 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 44.3% 28.1% 30.1% 38.7% 47.2% 39.4% 48.1% 34 17 2.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 78.2% 55.0% 37.9% 42.6% 45.2% 33.3% 38.1% 34 28 -1.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 2.5% 4.6% 4.3% 5.1% 4.6% 5.3% 7.2% 58 43 2.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 84.2% 75.1% 72.1% 64.8% 49.3% 52.8% 32 50 -2.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 7 16 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,003 819 803 775 827 1,046 1,208 1,222 45% 
    Residential Renovations 1,395 437 464 452 490 451 453 499 0% 
    Non Residential 1,520 456 395 354 384 541 469 337 19% 
    Engineering 2,208 969 1,002 883 803 786 859 878 -6% 
    Total 7,127 2,681 2,665 2,465 2,504 2,824 2,989 2,936 15% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,277 1,552 1,518 1,460 1,545 1,941 2,221 2,239 42% 
    Residential Renovations 890 829 877 852 915 838 833 914 -2% 
    Non Residential 970 865 747 668 718 1,003 863 618 16% 
    Engineering 1,407 1,837 1,894 1,663 1,501 1,458 1,579 1,609 -8% 
    Total 4,543 5,082 5,037 4,642 4,680 5,241 5,495 5,380 12% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 60 55 44 44 44 39 32 31  
    Residential Renovations 62 65 61 55 51 59 60 64  
    Non Residential 47 65 56 57 57 42 49 62  
    Engineering 53 50 51 57 56 53 48 49  
    Total 65 66 64 65 65 58 55 58  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 375.86 17043.0 13 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 23.79 1584.2 29 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.80 689.2 49 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.079 0.133 44 
Rates per Population 690.97 706.4 38 
General Purpose Grants per Population 43.74 65.7 42 
Roads Grants per Population 10.67 28.6 54 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 227,716 257,028 269,020 278,139 286,151 11 6 9 13 15 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 402,947 436,697 450,163 461,173 500,941 8 8 11 13 11 
UR Income ($m cvm) 12,676 14,983 17,285 19,625 19,765 10 9 15 17 17 
POW Emp 170,409 180,639 185,415 192,666 202,122 16 16 17 19 21 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 292,911 298,268 305,646 312,005 336,899 16 17 17 21 18 
POW Income ($m cvm) 8,645 9,590 11,071 12,381 12,430 18 19 19 22 23 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 32.7 32.2 31.9 33.7 45 54 55 52 19 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.5 34.3 38.4 42.6 39.5 42 52 39 34 37 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.1 31.8 31.7 31.1 32.1 50 55 55 52 34 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.5 32.2 36.2 39.7 36.9 54 61 55 49 43 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,981 3,149 2,384 2,095 2,273 3,111 3,026 2,253 2,064 2,283 
B Mining 435 338 406 432 442 317 213 251 208 221 
C Manufacturing 35,080 37,909 38,660 31,142 32,866 31,936 32,804 33,780 28,918 30,255 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,600 1,663 2,146 2,709 2,709 637 682 817 894 833 
E Construction 17,813 21,203 26,616 30,790 33,152 13,915 15,318 19,397 22,348 23,875 
F Wholesale Trade 15,692 15,913 18,180 16,509 16,459 12,540 11,914 13,786 12,289 12,351 
G Retail Trade 29,306 36,409 34,094 32,386 33,444 25,662 29,866 27,485 26,955 28,946 
H Accommodation & Food Services 12,787 14,856 13,011 14,585 15,148 12,145 12,993 10,986 12,892 13,151 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,154 8,768 9,722 9,548 9,424 4,843 4,974 5,551 5,287 5,253 
J Information Media & Telecoms 6,414 6,485 5,787 5,581 5,562 1,892 1,713 1,441 1,707 1,823 
K Financial & Insurance Services 10,744 10,691 11,340 11,556 11,474 4,176 3,502 3,537 3,257 3,508 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,873 3,778 3,803 4,165 4,194 2,125 2,573 2,514 2,627 2,816 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 16,507 18,873 19,377 22,644 22,660 8,460 8,593 8,644 10,464 11,210 
N Administrative & Support Services 6,700 8,691 8,951 9,502 9,661 4,716 5,787 5,578 6,352 6,961 
O Public Administration & Safety 9,489 9,205 12,063 13,166 13,243 4,693 4,133 5,336 5,561 5,985 
P Education & Training 15,767 18,565 20,026 22,953 23,593 12,707 14,142 14,904 16,579 16,880 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 20,761 25,052 26,918 31,447 32,638 15,426 17,496 18,340 22,316 23,240 
R Arts & Recreation Services 3,498 3,964 3,670 4,119 4,226 2,574 2,711 2,490 2,876 3,081 
S Other Services 11,113 11,515 11,865 12,811 12,982 8,532 8,200 8,326 9,073 9,448 
Z TOTAL 227,716 257,028 269,020 278,139 286,151 170,409 180,639 185,415 192,666 202,122 
Z1 Hi Tech 28,584 31,585 33,556 34,200 34,629 19,973 20,047 21,040 21,642 22,738 
Z2 Hi Income 31,058 33,963 35,944 39,691 39,661 14,592 14,084 14,501 16,206 17,480 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 40,026 47,581 50,614 58,519 60,456 30,707 34,349 35,735 41,771 43,201 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.0 0.5 2.9 0.1 0.0 -0.3 -0.2 -2.2 0.0 -0.8 -3.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.2 0.0 0.0 1.5 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.9 1.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 0.1 2.7 -0.1 0.1 1.0 1.2 -1.7 0.2 0.9 -1.6 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 16,418 16,967 17,443 18,146 18,648 18,328 18,322 19,067 19,214 19,048 19,285 19,904 20,574 2.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 32,467 33,484 34,269 35,363 36,000 34,966 34,804 36,140 36,320 35,870 36,047 36,941 37,823 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 16 16 16 16 15 17 18 15 17 17 18 17 17 0 
 

 
 



Melbourne Northern Inner 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.102) 

 
 

 

Melbourne North begins five kilometres north of the CBD and extends to 
the inner ring road; it also includes Richmond in the inner east. The 
western half of the region is relatively flat and its development was 
originally based on brick-making. For over a century this part of the region 
was working class but the decline of manufacturing has resulted increased 
commuting, as has always been the mainstay of the hillier eastern half of 
the region. LaTrobe University is the centre of a knowledge precinct and 
Heidelburg of a medical precinct. The region is noted for its ethnic 
diversity. 

 

Major centres: 

Coburg, Preston 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 506 514 524 533 543 552 1.7% 1.8% 1.8% 1.9% 1.5% 1.8% 1.7% 
No. Households 194 197 200 205 210 215 1.5% 1.8% 2.2% 2.5% 2.3% 1.8% 2.4% 
NIEIR Workforce 286 289 293 300 302 312 1.1% 1.2% 2.3% 0.9% 3.2% 1.5% 2.0% 
NIEIR Employment 269 271 271 277 282 293 0.8% 0.3% 2.0% 2.0% 3.8% 1.0% 2.9% 
NIEIR Unemployment 17.8 18.7 21.3 22.6 19.8 18.5 5.1% 14.4% 5.9% -12.3% -6.8% 8.4% -9.6% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.2% 6.4% 7.3% 7.5% 6.6% 5.9% 0.2 0.8 0.3 -1.0 -0.6 0.4 -0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 5.4% 5.8% 6.8% 7.2% 6.2% 5.6% 0.4 1.0 0.4 -1.0 -0.6 0.6 -0.8 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.4% 8.4% 8.6% 8.4% 7.8% 7.6% 0.0 0.2 -0.2 -0.5 -0.2 0.0 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 10.5% 10.4% 10.6% 10.4% 9.9% 9.4% -0.1 0.1 -0.2 -0.5 -0.4 0.0 -0.5 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.0 23.7 23.6 23.4 23.9 24.6 -0.3 -0.1 -0.2 0.4 0.7 -0.2 0.6 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.4% 24.9% 26.1% 26.1% 25.6% 22.9% 0.5 1.2 -0.1 -0.5 -2.7 0.6 -1.6 
Not In Employment (1) 36.7% 37.6% 37.8% 38.3% 37.2% 35.3% 0.9 0.2 0.6 -1.2 -1.9 0.5 -1.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 15,430 15,379 15,144 15,279 15,743 16,567 30,502 29,898 28,910 28,662 28,979 30,039 -0.3% 4.1% 
Taxes Paid 3,965 4,023 3,973 4,216 4,411 4,689 7,838 7,820 7,585 7,908 8,119 8,501 2.1% 5.5% 
Benefits 2,140 2,135 2,177 2,228 2,253 2,220 4,230 4,151 4,155 4,180 4,148 4,025 1.4% -0.2% 
Business Income 2,355 2,732 3,051 3,212 3,448 3,628 4,655 5,311 5,824 6,026 6,346 6,578 10.9% 6.3% 
Interest Paid 2,287 1,955 1,777 1,740 1,753 1,734 4,521 3,801 3,392 3,265 3,226 3,144 -8.7% -0.2% 
Property Income 3,343 3,177 3,206 3,311 3,365 3,443 6,608 6,176 6,121 6,212 6,194 6,243 -0.3% 2.0% 
Disposable Income 21,422 21,795 22,307 22,732 23,335 24,245 42,346 42,373 42,584 42,644 42,952 43,960 2.0% 3.3% 
    Rank 19 19 19 19 19 17 40 39 38 38 39 41   
Resident GRP (Local) 27,252 27,367 27,591 27,576 27,635 28,067 76,728 75,885 75,092 73,612 72,800 73,773 0.4% 0.9% 
    Rank 15 15 15 15 14 14 22 22 21 24 26 25   
Industry GRP (Local) 23,137 23,174 23,282 23,200 23,038 23,352 101,388 100,842 101,538 99,850 97,927 95,900 0.1% 0.3% 
    Rank 16 16 17 17 15 15 27 25 26 28 27 32   
Headline GRP 26,962 27,139 27,318 27,753 28,267 29,330 118,150 118,098 119,138 119,448 120,153 120,450 1.0% 2.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 19.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 14.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 9.2 55 
2016 9.7 53 
2015 9.8 52 
2014 9.8 52 
2013 9.8 51 
2012 10.0 50 
2011 10.3 51 
2010 13.9 35 
2009 15.6 33 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 21.6% 21.0% 20.4% 20.7% 
   Age 20-29 17.5% 17.8% 18.4% 16.0% 
   Age 30-54 37.0% 37.5% 37.7% 39.1% 
   Age 55+   23.8% 23.7% 23.5% 24.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  362 764 2,244 
   Age 20-29  1,031 1,812 -977 
   Age 30-54  1,988 2,788 4,970 
   Age 55+    939 1,394 2,849 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 1.4% 1.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 159.3 8,419.9 17 
    Hi Tech 25.5 979.0 12 
    Info. Tech 10.4 402.1 13 
    Engineering 17.1 813.0 17 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 28.9 34.4 18 
    Hi Tech p.a. 4.6 4.0 13 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.9 1.6 13 
    Engineering p.a. 3.1 3.3 17 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 16 15 15 16 15 16 16 16 15 15 15 
   Rank 50 50 50 50 50 41 42 42 45 49 53 
Rainfall (mm) 401 456 450 602 964 815 586 580 472 664 931 
   Rank 51 52 53 45 33 39 38 41 46 41 17 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 448 448 447 449 450 452 454 458 464 472 480 490 495 499 506 514 524 533 543 552 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 781 866 996 14 11 10 52.1% 51.9% 51.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 676 785 945 10 10 9 71.7% 66.0% 56.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 304 310 294 29 32 37 37.8% 36.4% 38.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 199 229 243 34 28 30 50.9% 56.2% 59.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 108 111 113 47 46 47 50.3% 49.1% 55.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 19% 19% 22 10 19 80.4% 80.1% 80.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.54 1.74 1.82 22 10 20 81.0% 80.2% 79.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 198.1 196.3 358.7 442.6 631.1 608.1 714.9 25 10 6.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 66560 67626 73859 91759 105432 103598 104650 52 49 2.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.0 2.9 4.9 4.8 6.0 5.9 6.9 18 11 4.2% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 56898 63738 73613 86952 95867 92846 89185 16 20 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 36.1% 25.6% 32.1% 36.8% 48.0% 39.6% 45.2% 40 22 2.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 78.2% 56.0% 39.6% 39.6% 35.7% 27.8% 27.4% 31 61 -3.4% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 18.2% 19.8% 19.3% 20.4% 20.5% 22.7% 26.3% 11 9 1.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 47.7% 45.0% 47.4% 31.7% 22.0% 18.1% 59 61 -4.6% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.0 19 36 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,008 1,389 1,459 1,584 1,667 1,728 1,878 1,859 16% 
    Residential Renovations 1,464 452 485 476 521 481 485 536 1% 
    Non Residential 1,624 574 560 432 385 442 531 492 6% 
    Engineering 901 436 465 417 383 380 417 430 -3% 
    Total 6,996 2,850 2,969 2,909 2,956 3,031 3,311 3,317 9% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,050 2,782 2,884 3,079 3,182 3,241 3,457 3,370 10% 
    Residential Renovations 999 905 959 926 995 902 892 972 -4% 
    Non Residential 1,107 1,150 1,107 840 735 830 977 892 1% 
    Engineering 614 873 920 810 732 712 768 780 -8% 
    Total 4,769 5,711 5,870 5,655 5,643 5,685 6,094 6,014 4% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 35 19 12 11 12 15 13 14  
    Residential Renovations 54 62 55 46 39 52 54 59  
    Non Residential 39 49 35 49 56 51 41 46  
    Engineering 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 67  
    Total 63 60 48 53 51 50 43 46  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 395.60 17043.0 12 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 13.98 1584.2 43 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 3.09 689.2 60 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.043 0.133 61 
Rates per Population 728.18 706.4 31 
General Purpose Grants per Population 25.74 65.7 50 
Roads Grants per Population 5.68 28.6 65 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 206,701 215,659 241,276 268,154 293,378 12 14 16 14 12 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 366,029 373,324 406,378 446,774 486,478 12 14 15 14 12 
UR Income ($m cvm) 11,160 13,252 16,497 20,671 20,858 16 16 17 14 13 
POW Emp 188,285 190,687 206,585 228,205 243,505 13 15 16 15 14 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 336,307 331,644 350,909 380,973 396,262 13 14 16 15 14 
POW Income ($m cvm) 10,485 11,766 13,960 16,556 16,143 14 13 15 14 15 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.1 33.3 32.4 32.0 31.9 43 35 51 50 38 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.5 35.5 40.6 46.3 42.9 49 44 30 22 28 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.4 32.7 32.1 31.3 27 24 37 41 44 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.2 35.5 39.8 43.5 40.7 42 43 27 28 33 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 532 691 580 594 693 251 289 235 274 279 
B Mining 389 348 386 514 566 217 151 161 260 278 
C Manufacturing 30,491 25,655 23,768 19,527 22,045 33,670 28,628 26,346 20,371 21,849 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,139 1,263 1,732 2,526 2,723 579 660 864 1,320 1,413 
E Construction 10,715 12,366 15,395 17,989 20,382 10,560 11,573 15,362 19,652 21,713 
F Wholesale Trade 10,159 9,454 11,149 10,444 11,160 11,968 11,578 13,814 12,527 12,665 
G Retail Trade 20,431 23,290 23,207 23,735 26,190 22,806 25,746 25,422 26,554 27,830 
H Accommodation & Food Services 14,283 15,459 14,662 17,953 19,985 11,038 11,661 11,043 14,238 15,352 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,898 8,555 10,085 10,802 11,437 5,073 4,955 5,863 6,347 6,772 
J Information Media & Telecoms 7,089 7,727 8,194 8,521 9,188 4,896 4,965 4,595 4,181 4,287 
K Financial & Insurance Services 9,543 10,375 13,060 14,407 15,301 6,030 5,690 7,232 7,587 7,663 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,294 2,923 3,098 3,641 3,917 2,210 2,752 2,982 3,728 3,806 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 16,960 20,562 24,566 31,483 33,939 11,989 13,305 15,130 19,814 20,253 
N Administrative & Support Services 6,752 8,156 8,895 9,762 10,639 5,006 5,873 6,194 7,101 7,314 
O Public Administration & Safety 11,548 11,146 16,563 18,770 20,191 7,529 6,831 9,315 10,216 10,304 
P Education & Training 18,683 20,164 23,880 28,010 30,687 14,567 15,248 17,076 19,793 22,063 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 23,431 24,623 28,190 33,533 36,909 27,629 29,190 32,915 40,690 44,398 
R Arts & Recreation Services 4,201 4,773 5,065 6,466 7,108 2,566 2,773 2,791 3,577 4,194 
S Other Services 9,162 8,129 8,803 9,477 10,316 9,700 8,819 9,247 9,974 11,073 
Z TOTAL 206,701 215,659 241,276 268,154 293,378 188,285 190,687 206,585 228,205 243,505 
Z1 Hi Tech 26,267 28,356 32,020 37,372 40,366 19,424 19,664 21,453 24,608 25,432 
Z2 Hi Income 30,696 35,891 43,888 52,694 56,599 20,849 22,112 26,228 31,928 32,535 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 46,315 49,560 57,134 68,008 74,704 44,762 47,211 52,782 64,061 70,655 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.3 0.8 3.4 0.1 0.1 -0.2 0.0 -2.2 -0.1 -1.0 -3.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.3 0.6 3.5 -0.1 0.2 0.3 0.6 -1.7 -0.1 -0.2 -3.0 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 15,495 16,091 16,564 17,235 17,935 18,081 18,237 18,800 19,154 19,478 20,311 20,833 21,288 2.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 34,142 35,124 35,703 36,508 37,331 36,902 36,824 37,670 37,862 37,867 38,774 39,081 39,186 1.2% 
  - Per Cap Rank 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 12 13 13 13 13 15 0 
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The western part of Melbourne Outer North comprises gentle basalt 
slopes, the sites of manufacturing industries and increasingly of wholesale 
and logistics enterprises attached to the southern end of the Hume 
Highway and Melbourne Airport – which lies on the boundary of Western 
Melbourne. The population of this half of the region was traditionally 
working class and ethnically diverse, and so quite distinct from the people 
of the hilly commuter residential area which comprises the east of the 
region. Latrobe University lies at the junction of the two. 

 

Major centres: 

Whittlesea, Broadmeadows, Eltham 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 411 425 438 452 469 482 3.4% 3.2% 3.2% 3.7% 2.7% 3.3% 3.2% 
No. Households 130 135 139 144 150 155 3.5% 3.5% 3.5% 3.7% 3.5% 3.5% 3.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 218 222 228 237 242 253 1.9% 2.8% 3.8% 2.1% 4.8% 2.8% 3.4% 
NIEIR Employment 198 202 206 213 220 230 2.2% 1.7% 3.4% 3.3% 4.8% 2.4% 4.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 20.1 19.9 22.6 24.1 21.9 23.0 -1.0% 13.4% 6.6% -8.9% 4.9% 6.2% -2.2% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.2% 9.0% 9.9% 10.2% 9.1% 9.1% -0.3 0.9 0.3 -1.1 0.0 0.3 -0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 6.2% 6.1% 7.2% 7.8% 7.1% 7.5% -0.1 1.1 0.6 -0.7 0.4 0.5 -0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.2% 9.4% 9.7% 9.6% 9.0% 8.7% 0.2 0.3 -0.1 -0.6 -0.3 0.1 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 11.9% 12.1% 12.7% 12.6% 12.1% 12.0% 0.2 0.5 0.0 -0.5 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.1 21.5 21.1 20.8 20.7 21.0 -0.6 -0.3 -0.3 0.0 0.3 -0.4 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 29.9% 30.3% 30.9% 30.4% 30.4% 28.2% 0.4 0.6 -0.5 0.0 -2.2 0.2 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 41.9% 43.5% 44.4% 45.3% 45.4% 44.7% 1.6 0.9 0.9 0.1 -0.7 1.1 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 10,544 10,605 10,550 10,729 11,254 11,945 25,671 24,964 24,067 23,726 23,990 24,789 0.6% 5.5% 
Taxes Paid 2,359 2,393 2,350 2,523 2,677 2,820 5,744 5,633 5,361 5,579 5,706 5,852 2.3% 5.7% 
Benefits 1,658 1,663 1,796 1,864 1,908 1,933 4,038 3,915 4,097 4,122 4,068 4,012 4.0% 1.8% 
Business Income 1,303 1,489 1,641 1,787 1,943 2,078 3,172 3,504 3,745 3,952 4,142 4,313 11.1% 7.8% 
Interest Paid 1,571 1,346 1,172 1,121 1,112 1,100 3,825 3,169 2,675 2,479 2,370 2,283 -10.6% -0.9% 
Property Income 2,016 1,933 1,974 2,061 2,127 2,197 4,908 4,551 4,503 4,557 4,535 4,558 0.7% 3.2% 
Disposable Income 14,559 14,894 15,493 16,028 16,761 17,738 35,446 35,060 35,344 35,443 35,731 36,809 3.3% 5.2% 
    Rank 27 27 27 27 27 25 65 65 66 66 66 64   
Resident GRP (Local) 16,328 16,534 16,569 16,512 16,523 16,745 57,909 57,067 55,736 54,088 52,393 52,223 0.4% 0.7% 
    Rank 27 27 27 27 27 26 64 63 64 66 66 66   
Industry GRP (Local) 14,342 14,688 14,750 14,694 15,000 15,331 86,933 86,353 85,353 82,272 80,095 77,946 0.8% 2.1% 
    Rank 26 25 26 26 26 26 56 56 60 64 63 63   
Headline GRP 17,915 18,238 18,470 19,215 20,337 21,389 108,597 107,226 106,881 107,582 108,596 108,746 2.4% 5.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 11.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 18.1% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.0% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 10.9 47 
2016 11.4 47 
2015 11.6 46 
2014 11.6 46 
2013 11.2 46 
2012 11.4 45 
2011 11.5 46 
2010 13.5 37 
2009 15.3 35 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 31.7% 30.3% 28.5% 28.1% 
   Age 20-29 14.1% 14.3% 15.2% 14.5% 
   Age 30-54 38.1% 36.9% 35.8% 34.8% 
   Age 55+   16.0% 18.5% 20.5% 22.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,171 2,060 3,695 
   Age 20-29  1,117 2,435 1,422 
   Age 30-54  1,726 3,395 4,144 
   Age 55+    2,851 3,796 4,944 
Average Annual Growth  2.1% 3.1% 3.2% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 153.7 8,419.9 19 
    Hi Tech 16.3 979.0 17 
    Info. Tech 4.0 402.1 24 
    Engineering 21.5 813.0 11 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 31.9 34.4 16 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.4 4.0 16 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.8 1.6 25 
    Engineering p.a. 4.5 3.3 8 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 

0
1,000
2,000
3,000
4,000
5,000
6,000

2002-2007 2007-2012 2012-2017

0-19 20-29 30-54 55+

TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 15 16 14 15 15 16 15 15 15 
   Rank 53 53 53 53 54 48 47 49 46 48 49 
Rainfall (mm) 378 376 399 577 853 660 466 448 400 410 570 
   Rank 53 58 57 50 44 49 50 58 54 57 56 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 293 299 305 313 318 324 329 336 343 352 363 375 386 398 411 425 438 452 469 482 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 522 540 676 40 39 29 34.8% 32.4% 34.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 483 511 677 25 25 23 51.2% 43.0% 40.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 257 247 230 58 57 59 31.9% 29.0% 29.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 218 218 231 25 32 34 55.6% 53.4% 56.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 110 111 114 45 47 46 51.0% 49.0% 56.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 18% 18% 11 16 30 86.6% 77.5% 75.2% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.66 1.69 1.75 11 16 27 87.3% 77.6% 76.4% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 197.7 183.2 269.5 347.1 442.4 398.5 441.6 32 31 4.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 79815 84801 89929 101969 114136 109467 112613 18 41 1.4% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.5 2.1 3.0 3.4 3.9 3.6 3.9 40 32 3.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 58645 65501 76256 90282 100590 97054 92964 12 14 1.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 35.1% 23.3% 23.4% 28.0% 32.2% 24.9% 26.9% 45 47 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 56.7% 40.2% 29.6% 32.3% 33.8% 26.3% 27.9% 66 59 -1.7% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 2.7% 3.7% 4.0% 4.0% 3.8% 5.0% 6.6% 60 47 2.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 90.3% 91.7% 86.9% 80.2% 77.1% 79.6% 12 34 -0.6% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.5 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.4 2.3 2.3 3 7 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,291 1,333 1,243 1,254 1,138 1,326 1,454 1,417 15% 
    Residential Renovations 891 289 317 317 353 331 338 378 6% 
    Non Residential 2,124 674 713 603 726 904 810 635 15% 
    Engineering 2,734 1,168 1,223 1,130 1,046 914 990 1,034 -14% 
    Total 9,041 3,464 3,496 3,304 3,263 3,475 3,592 3,465 5% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,915 3,350 3,026 2,952 2,597 2,932 3,099 2,941 5% 
    Residential Renovations 793 727 771 746 806 732 721 785 -4% 
    Non Residential 1,894 1,696 1,737 1,420 1,655 1,999 1,727 1,318 5% 
    Engineering 2,426 2,935 2,977 2,661 2,386 2,021 2,110 2,146 -22% 
    Total 8,028 8,708 8,512 7,778 7,444 7,684 7,656 7,191 -5% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 18 9 8 13 20 18 20 19  
    Residential Renovations 65 67 67 65 60 65 65 67  
    Non Residential 14 18 15 18 16 10 17 27  
    Engineering 32 31 34 40 39 39 35 36  
    Total 27 24 28 29 29 25 28 32  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 291.06 17043.0 20 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 24.05 1584.2 27 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.05 689.2 53 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.100 0.133 39 
Rates per Population 620.45 706.4 48 
General Purpose Grants per Population 51.27 65.7 37 
Roads Grants per Population 10.77 28.6 53 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 131,669 145,410 166,240 197,457 229,462 26 26 26 23 20 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 234,043 250,757 283,446 325,769 351,601 26 26 27 24 21 
UR Income ($m cvm) 7,155 8,183 10,292 12,830 12,874 26 27 27 27 26 
POW Emp 118,335 124,110 140,008 164,972 196,686 24 25 23 23 23 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 212,914 217,593 240,796 277,032 316,564 23 25 24 23 23 
POW Income ($m cvm) 6,234 6,898 8,782 10,844 11,460 27 28 26 26 25 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.2 32.8 31.7 29.5 41 41 43 53 64 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.6 32.6 36.3 39.4 36.6 47 60 57 54 46 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.6 33.7 33.1 32.3 31.0 22 21 27 31 47 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.3 31.7 36.5 39.1 36.2 57 63 51 56 51 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,229 1,203 940 859 1,085 1,352 1,344 1,106 1,047 1,467 
B Mining 210 123 228 288 338 182 131 157 198 220 
C Manufacturing 28,168 27,799 28,561 25,285 30,951 33,114 32,630 33,602 30,065 34,312 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 968 1,047 1,423 2,228 2,617 927 1,028 1,384 2,770 2,200 
E Construction 9,178 11,272 16,124 21,255 20,628 8,967 10,458 14,440 19,831 20,891 
F Wholesale Trade 7,329 7,368 8,871 9,226 10,682 7,462 7,064 8,374 8,410 10,488 
G Retail Trade 15,190 18,901 19,373 22,194 26,818 11,178 13,481 13,766 17,805 22,843 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,077 8,932 8,517 10,773 13,011 6,038 7,013 6,665 8,802 10,459 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 9,114 9,427 12,725 15,750 18,125 14,906 14,359 18,326 22,279 28,277 
J Information Media & Telecoms 3,041 3,034 2,880 3,296 3,800 1,110 1,077 1,013 1,137 1,483 
K Financial & Insurance Services 5,520 5,556 6,377 7,884 9,093 1,267 1,106 1,281 1,765 2,208 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,382 1,889 2,114 2,725 3,161 1,202 1,461 1,632 2,017 2,623 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 6,816 7,651 8,482 11,291 12,943 3,038 3,026 3,274 4,588 5,617 
N Administrative & Support Services 3,666 4,796 5,522 7,107 8,427 2,589 3,258 3,573 4,909 6,549 
O Public Administration & Safety 5,927 6,009 9,075 11,320 13,195 4,111 3,962 5,778 7,035 9,238 
P Education & Training 7,785 8,999 10,785 14,108 16,588 8,168 9,131 10,580 12,836 14,839 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,276 12,981 15,361 21,141 25,381 7,349 8,170 9,368 12,423 14,456 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,810 2,118 1,992 2,626 3,076 1,179 1,309 1,222 1,530 2,166 
S Other Services 5,982 6,306 6,888 8,099 9,546 4,197 4,105 4,467 5,524 6,347 
Z TOTAL 131,669 145,410 166,240 197,457 229,462 118,335 124,110 140,008 164,972 196,686 
Z1 Hi Tech 16,484 17,362 19,042 20,227 23,545 16,465 16,520 17,761 16,583 18,477 
Z2 Hi Income 14,274 15,407 17,898 23,047 26,551 5,495 5,398 6,224 8,620 10,753 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 20,872 24,098 28,138 37,874 45,045 16,696 18,609 21,170 26,789 31,462 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.3 2.6 0.1 0.0 -0.3 -0.2 -2.2 0.1 -0.6 -2.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.6 -0.2 0.0 0.0 -0.6 -0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 -0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 0.0 2.4 -0.1 0.1 -1.0 -0.9 -1.7 0.4 -1.0 -3.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 9,967 10,375 10,678 10,730 10,702 10,888 11,556 12,443 12,894 13,208 13,788 14,393 14,949 3.7% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,299 30,874 31,149 30,456 29,509 29,039 29,900 31,280 31,391 31,092 31,454 31,826 31,867 0.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 23 26 26 37 51 54 48 42 42 46 43 40 42 0 
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The region begins across the Yarra from the City of Melbourne and has 
benefited from the spillover of CBD functions into the inner suburbs. The 
bayside suburbs a little further out have long been solidly prosperous 
while at the other extreme Dandenong was a low-status former market 
town with saleyards and manufacturing. The part of the region away from 
the Bay is known for its ethnically diverse population and has several 
successful shopping malls, including Chadstone and Southlands. The 
manufacturing base is doing its best to convert to knowledge-intensive 
industry. 

 

Major centres: 

St. Kilda, Prahran, Southland, Clayton, Dandenong 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 732 743 757 770 783 795 1.5% 1.9% 1.7% 1.7% 1.5% 1.7% 1.6% 
No. Households 280 283 287 292 297 303 1.1% 1.2% 1.8% 1.9% 1.9% 1.4% 1.9% 
NIEIR Workforce 416 422 423 428 436 447 1.6% 0.3% 1.2% 1.7% 2.5% 1.0% 2.1% 
NIEIR Employment 389 393 392 396 406 418 0.8% -0.1% 1.1% 2.5% 2.8% 0.6% 2.7% 
NIEIR Unemployment 26.4 29.6 31.5 32.0 29.6 28.9 12.4% 6.3% 1.6% -7.6% -2.3% 6.7% -5.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.3% 7.0% 7.4% 7.5% 6.8% 6.5% 0.7 0.4 0.0 -0.7 -0.3 0.4 -0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 4.8% 5.5% 6.0% 6.2% 5.8% 5.6% 0.7 0.5 0.2 -0.4 -0.2 0.5 -0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 6.7% 6.8% 7.1% 7.0% 6.6% 6.4% 0.1 0.3 -0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.1 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 8.3% 8.5% 8.8% 8.7% 8.2% 7.9% 0.2 0.3 -0.2 -0.4 -0.3 0.1 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.8 24.5 24.3 24.3 24.8 25.6 -0.4 -0.1 0.0 0.5 0.7 -0.2 0.6 
Not Employed Share (1) 23.0% 23.2% 24.5% 24.8% 23.9% 22.0% 0.1 1.4 0.3 -0.9 -1.9 0.6 -1.4 
Not In Employment (1) 34.7% 35.7% 36.0% 36.1% 34.7% 32.7% 1.0 0.3 0.1 -1.4 -2.0 0.5 -1.7 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 24,894 24,697 24,277 24,182 25,149 25,959 34,002 33,228 32,063 31,406 32,112 32,656 -1.0% 3.6% 
Taxes Paid 7,445 7,502 7,518 7,652 8,030 8,386 10,169 10,093 9,929 9,938 10,253 10,549 0.9% 4.7% 
Benefits 3,505 3,518 3,718 3,737 3,769 3,731 4,788 4,734 4,910 4,854 4,813 4,694 2.2% -0.1% 
Business Income 4,898 5,451 6,148 6,252 6,688 6,915 6,690 7,334 8,120 8,119 8,540 8,700 8.5% 5.2% 
Interest Paid 3,623 3,074 2,830 2,864 2,985 2,953 4,948 4,135 3,738 3,720 3,811 3,715 -7.5% 1.5% 
Property Income 6,759 6,289 6,387 6,306 6,465 6,517 9,231 8,462 8,435 8,189 8,255 8,199 -2.3% 1.7% 
Disposable Income 36,515 36,703 37,727 37,638 38,857 39,546 49,874 49,383 49,825 48,882 49,615 49,750 1.0% 2.5% 
    Rank 3 4 3 3 3 3 15 14 14 14 15 19   
Resident GRP (Local) 44,420 44,086 44,469 44,562 44,880 45,606 87,833 86,288 85,611 84,493 84,020 85,102 0.1% 1.2% 
    Rank 3 4 4 4 3 3 13 13 13 14 14 13   
Industry GRP (Local) 42,493 42,025 42,235 42,098 42,250 42,943 104,422 103,158 104,155 102,784 100,750 98,855 -0.3% 1.0% 
    Rank 5 5 5 5 5 5 20 18 20 23 25 27   
Headline GRP 49,433 49,191 49,592 50,918 52,389 54,456 121,477 120,746 122,297 124,317 124,929 125,359 1.0% 3.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 3.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 12.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 3.6% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 11.3% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 54.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 9.4 54 
2016 9.7 52 
2015 9.9 51 
2014 9.9 50 
2013 9.6 52 
2012 9.6 52 
2011 9.6 53 
2010 9.3 56 
2009 10.1 57 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 22.2% 21.9% 21.4% 21.6% 
   Age 20-29 15.6% 15.8% 16.5% 14.8% 
   Age 30-54 37.9% 37.2% 36.6% 36.7% 
   Age 55+   24.3% 25.1% 25.4% 26.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,195 1,563 2,970 
   Age 20-29  1,392 2,565 -567 
   Age 30-54  1,901 2,783 4,734 
   Age 55+    2,827 2,991 5,396 
Average Annual Growth  1.1% 1.4% 1.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 420.5 8,419.9 4 
    Hi Tech 51.3 979.0 4 
    Info. Tech 24.3 402.1 3 
    Engineering 43.4 813.0 3 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 52.9 34.4 9 
    Hi Tech p.a. 6.5 4.0 12 
    Info. Tech p.a. 3.1 1.6 8 
    Engineering p.a. 5.5 3.3 7 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 15 16 14 15 16 16 15 16 16 
   Rank 52 52 52 52 51 44 44 46 44 45 43 
Rainfall (mm) 371 507 435 693 1,012 810 515 639 507 547 684 
   Rank 55 48 55 34 28 40 43 34 41 48 41 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 631 633 636 641 646 650 656 662 671 683 695 709 715 720 732 743 757 770 783 795 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 1,284 1,336 1,463 5 5 4 85.6% 80.1% 74.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 887 996 1,214 4 4 5 94.1% 83.8% 72.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 620 594 528 4 5 5 76.9% 69.8% 68.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 223 254 279 21 16 17 57.0% 62.3% 68.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 126 132 131 21 21 20 58.3% 58.0% 64.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 18% 19% 32 18 21 77.1% 74.9% 80.1% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.48 1.63 1.78 32 19 22 77.6% 74.9% 77.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 255.5 260.4 459.5 576.9 791.8 758.1 948.2 11 8 6.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 71348 75275 82893 103850 122860 119879 117487 35 34 2.2% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.6 3.4 5.5 5.4 6.3 6.2 7.9 12 6 4.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 56382 63509 73128 85737 93285 90574 87249 18 22 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 46.7% 33.8% 40.8% 48.2% 61.2% 50.1% 60.2% 25 7 2.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 100.4% 71.3% 47.0% 50.8% 43.4% 36.3% 38.8% 12 27 -2.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 27.1% 29.3% 28.4% 31.2% 31.8% 33.3% 35.5% 5 6 0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 49.8% 44.9% 45.9% 29.4% 25.2% 26.0% 57 59 -3.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.1 43 33 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 5,772 2,420 2,926 2,615 2,528 2,810 3,214 3,342 16% 
    Residential Renovations 2,151 666 714 698 762 700 706 780 1% 
    Non Residential 3,373 1,134 870 673 770 1,000 1,151 1,056 39% 
    Engineering 4,707 1,891 1,378 1,234 1,113 1,129 1,236 1,279 -2% 
    Total 16,003 6,111 5,888 5,220 5,173 5,639 6,306 6,458 13% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,725 3,362 3,997 3,518 3,338 3,649 4,104 4,205 10% 
    Residential Renovations 1,016 926 975 939 1,006 909 901 981 -4% 
    Non Residential 1,592 1,575 1,188 906 1,017 1,299 1,470 1,329 32% 
    Engineering 2,218 2,627 1,882 1,661 1,470 1,467 1,578 1,609 -7% 
    Total 7,551 8,489 8,042 7,023 6,832 7,324 8,052 8,124 7% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 22 8 3 6 9 9 7 6  
    Residential Renovations 52 60 53 42 37 51 52 57  
    Non Residential 18 22 32 44 37 27 20 26  
    Engineering 36 36 52 58 57 52 49 48  
    Total 30 28 30 33 33 31 25 22  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 586.90 17043.0 4 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 21.63 1584.2 34 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 4.53 689.2 55 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.045 0.133 60 
Rates per Population 749.39 706.4 25 
General Purpose Grants per Population 27.62 65.7 48 
Roads Grants per Population 5.79 28.6 64 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 306,424 325,412 357,728 388,721 417,730 2 2 2 2 3 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 544,760 559,937 611,635 656,797 711,248 2 2 2 2 2 
UR Income ($m cvm) 18,827 23,062 28,418 31,776 31,733 3 3 3 4 3 
POW Emp 323,672 351,838 390,788 406,937 434,401 4 4 4 5 5 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 587,712 622,116 676,555 693,925 736,043 4 4 5 5 5 
POW Income ($m cvm) 19,056 23,063 28,031 29,849 29,070 4 5 5 5 5 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.1 32.9 32.5 32.7 40 44 41 38 31 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.6 41.2 46.5 48.4 44.6 24 17 9 17 20 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 34.0 33.3 32.8 32.6 14 16 23 25 27 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.4 37.1 41.4 43.0 39.5 33 33 20 32 35 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,457 1,670 1,343 1,419 1,640 1,205 1,325 1,051 1,057 1,269 
B Mining 801 657 743 960 1,044 453 446 467 613 583 
C Manufacturing 47,415 44,815 45,101 37,678 42,023 63,658 64,501 69,372 59,053 64,960 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,539 1,804 2,546 3,718 3,934 2,247 2,567 3,390 3,796 5,888 
E Construction 14,260 15,595 21,053 27,192 29,630 18,782 22,230 30,419 36,634 40,640 
F Wholesale Trade 18,923 17,953 21,717 20,532 21,604 23,948 23,389 28,420 27,970 30,882 
G Retail Trade 32,319 38,100 37,816 37,400 40,544 36,079 43,906 44,424 43,894 45,522 
H Accommodation & Food Services 19,346 20,993 19,664 23,076 25,188 19,481 21,561 20,595 23,697 25,549 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 11,276 11,095 12,406 13,534 14,168 13,866 14,619 17,517 17,377 17,039 
J Information Media & Telecoms 11,711 11,871 11,679 11,693 12,287 8,679 8,815 8,470 8,134 8,285 
K Financial & Insurance Services 16,224 18,085 22,912 25,039 26,153 12,713 12,838 14,996 14,185 14,445 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 4,525 5,854 6,494 7,722 8,182 5,180 6,656 7,464 7,940 8,219 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 32,905 38,156 43,179 51,182 53,931 27,726 32,036 35,873 39,864 40,540 
N Administrative & Support Services 10,682 12,764 13,706 15,179 16,246 10,114 12,195 13,361 14,965 15,643 
O Public Administration & Safety 12,305 11,456 15,669 17,768 18,824 10,178 9,637 12,860 13,453 14,048 
P Education & Training 21,714 24,242 27,070 30,900 33,340 18,622 21,371 23,819 27,309 28,776 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 29,340 31,859 35,718 42,295 45,993 27,592 31,211 34,832 41,456 44,901 
R Arts & Recreation Services 6,889 6,938 6,850 8,156 8,748 6,293 6,626 6,444 7,044 7,092 
S Other Services 12,792 11,504 12,060 13,276 14,252 16,855 15,906 17,014 18,494 20,117 
Z TOTAL 306,424 325,412 357,728 388,721 417,730 323,672 351,838 390,788 406,937 434,401 
Z1 Hi Tech 48,384 53,302 58,387 63,303 67,085 47,872 52,765 58,872 59,691 62,108 
Z2 Hi Income 56,817 65,106 76,437 87,451 92,000 46,657 52,027 59,686 63,857 65,064 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 57,944 63,039 69,639 81,351 88,081 52,506 59,208 65,096 75,810 80,769 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.4 0.0 2.8 0.1 0.1 -0.9 -0.6 -2.2 -0.3 -0.9 -3.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.7 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.4 -0.5 2.6 -0.1 0.2 -0.4 -0.1 -1.7 -0.2 0.1 -2.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 25,081 25,987 26,572 27,141 27,370 26,960 27,282 28,651 29,069 29,110 30,066 31,048 31,670 2.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 38,237 39,241 39,575 39,759 39,373 38,052 38,165 39,800 39,704 39,167 39,708 40,323 40,438 0.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 5 5 5 6 9 10 12 6 9 10 9 9 11 0 
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By an accident of local government boundary reform Melbourne Outer 
South includes part of the ranges east of the Melbourne metropolitan 
area, but the greater part of the region is flat, comprising low hills, former 
sand dunes and former swamps redeemed by their proximity to Port Philip 
and Westernport Bays. Deep water in Westernport Bay has resulted in 
port and industrial development but further growth is hindered by poor 
freight transport connections to the rest of Victoria. The region includes a 
growing urban fringe, nearly all developed within the past two decades 
and dependent on uncomfortably long-distance commuting. Further out 
there is intensive agriculture with retirement housing on the more 
attractive slopes. 

 

Major centres: 

Frankston, Berwick, Cranbourne, Mornington 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 630 644 659 676 695 711 2.2% 2.3% 2.5% 2.8% 2.3% 2.3% 2.6% 
No. Households 218 222 227 232 238 244 2.0% 2.1% 2.3% 2.4% 2.7% 2.1% 2.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 340 345 351 361 371 386 1.6% 1.6% 2.8% 2.8% 4.1% 2.0% 3.5% 
NIEIR Employment 310 314 317 325 336 351 1.3% 1.0% 2.4% 3.3% 4.6% 1.5% 4.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 29.7 31.1 33.6 35.8 35.2 34.8 4.8% 8.2% 6.4% -1.7% -0.9% 6.4% -1.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.7% 9.0% 9.6% 9.9% 9.5% 9.0% 0.3 0.6 0.3 -0.4 -0.5 0.4 -0.4 
Headline U/E Rate 5.6% 5.9% 6.4% 6.9% 6.8% 6.6% 0.3 0.5 0.5 -0.1 -0.2 0.4 -0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.4% 8.7% 9.1% 9.1% 8.6% 8.3% 0.3 0.4 0.0 -0.5 -0.3 0.2 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 11.4% 11.6% 12.3% 12.2% 11.8% 11.3% 0.3 0.6 0.0 -0.5 -0.4 0.3 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.7 23.4 23.1 22.8 23.0 23.5 -0.4 -0.2 -0.4 0.2 0.5 -0.3 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.2% 25.5% 26.2% 26.1% 25.5% 23.1% 0.3 0.7 -0.2 -0.5 -2.4 0.3 -1.5 
Not In Employment (1) 37.5% 38.5% 39.2% 40.1% 39.5% 38.1% 1.0 0.6 0.9 -0.5 -1.4 0.9 -1.0 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 15,949 15,983 15,822 16,012 16,890 17,813 25,299 24,805 24,013 23,702 24,319 25,067 0.1% 5.5% 
Taxes Paid 3,666 3,653 3,631 3,851 4,109 4,294 5,815 5,670 5,511 5,701 5,916 6,043 1.7% 5.6% 
Benefits 3,785 3,780 4,070 4,135 4,162 4,160 6,005 5,866 6,176 6,121 5,993 5,854 3.0% 0.3% 
Business Income 2,639 2,820 3,082 3,183 3,427 3,663 4,186 4,377 4,677 4,712 4,934 5,155 6.5% 7.3% 
Interest Paid 2,730 2,356 2,061 1,969 1,977 1,956 4,331 3,656 3,128 2,914 2,846 2,752 -10.3% -0.3% 
Property Income 3,498 3,301 3,343 3,433 3,546 3,642 5,549 5,123 5,073 5,082 5,106 5,125 -0.6% 3.0% 
Disposable Income 24,284 24,611 25,503 26,020 27,164 28,511 38,521 38,195 38,705 38,517 39,111 40,121 2.3% 4.7% 
    Rank 15 15 13 14 13 10 56 53 54 58 58 53   
Resident GRP (Local) 26,634 26,953 27,003 26,786 26,872 27,519 64,223 63,881 62,758 60,933 59,604 60,213 0.2% 1.4% 
    Rank 16 16 16 16 17 16 49 48 52 58 57 52   
Industry GRP (Local) 17,774 18,058 18,106 18,128 18,236 18,701 94,675 94,326 93,668 90,657 88,731 87,573 0.7% 1.6% 
    Rank 23 23 23 23 23 23 37 37 39 46 45 45   
Headline GRP 20,063 20,275 20,529 21,069 21,813 23,132 106,865 105,905 106,205 105,362 106,137 108,324 1.6% 4.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.0% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.1% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 66.9% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.6 33 
2016 15.3 32 
2015 15.9 30 
2014 16.0 32 
2013 15.4 32 
2012 15.6 29 
2011 15.7 27 
2010 13.6 36 
2009 15.0 38 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.9% 28.9% 27.8% 27.2% 
   Age 20-29 12.3% 12.5% 13.1% 13.1% 
   Age 30-54 36.7% 35.9% 34.9% 33.5% 
   Age 55+   21.0% 22.7% 24.2% 26.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  2,909 3,059 3,574 
   Age 20-29  1,890 2,677 2,139 
   Age 30-54  3,996 4,346 3,573 
   Age 55+    4,759 5,443 6,764 
Average Annual Growth  2.7% 2.7% 2.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 145.0 8,419.9 22 
    Hi Tech 12.0 979.0 24 
    Info. Tech 5.9 402.1 17 
    Engineering 16.7 813.0 19 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 20.4 34.4 32 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.7 4.0 35 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.8 1.6 24 
    Engineering p.a. 2.3 3.3 33 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 

0
10
20
30
40
50
60

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

Melbourne Southern Outer Australian Average

Population Change by Age Group 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

2002-2007 2007-2012 2012-2017

0-19 20-29 30-54 55+

TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 15 16 14 15 15 15 15 15 14 
   Rank 56 55 55 55 55 49 53 55 52 53 56 
Rainfall (mm) 468 657 626 846 1,058 944 671 807 662 588 705 
   Rank 41 33 36 17 22 30 32 16 32 47 38 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 434 445 458 472 485 500 513 525 538 553 570 589 604 617 630 644 659 676 695 711 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 630 658 839 22 21 17 42.0% 39.4% 43.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 534 598 830 20 20 14 56.6% 50.3% 49.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 310 296 277 27 39 45 38.4% 34.8% 36.1% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 213 236 269 27 23 19 54.4% 57.9% 65.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 105 112 117 55 44 39 48.7% 49.5% 57.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 21% 19% 20% 8 4 10 88.5% 82.4% 84.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.70 1.80 1.97 8 4 9 89.2% 82.7% 86.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 173.3 157.0 236.8 342.6 442.5 420.2 479.9 43 27 5.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 71461 74501 80614 92637 113114 108898 113171 37 40 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.5 2.1 3.0 3.7 3.9 3.9 4.3 41 25 3.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 44505 50403 51998 57655 60299 59925 58534 50 56 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 40.5% 26.0% 30.7% 44.5% 54.6% 43.2% 47.3% 37 18 2.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 83.7% 58.5% 45.7% 53.7% 61.0% 47.2% 47.7% 26 14 -1.0% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 3.6% 5.4% 5.3% 5.1% 5.4% 5.8% 6.4% 55 49 0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 94.4% 90.5% 88.2% 86.4% 80.2% 75.7% 4 38 -1.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 25 17 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 5,205 1,861 1,714 1,715 1,712 1,859 2,088 2,334 22% 
    Residential Renovations 1,717 555 596 588 648 602 611 678 3% 
    Non Residential 1,524 621 629 524 598 645 687 733 18% 
    Engineering 2,071 949 1,045 996 872 825 886 905 -10% 
    Total 10,518 3,986 3,985 3,823 3,830 3,931 4,271 4,652 10% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,951 3,018 2,719 2,661 2,598 2,752 3,006 3,285 13% 
    Residential Renovations 975 899 946 912 983 891 879 955 -4% 
    Non Residential 865 1,007 998 813 907 954 989 1,032 9% 
    Engineering 1,173 1,538 1,658 1,546 1,324 1,221 1,275 1,274 -17% 
    Total 5,964 6,463 6,321 5,933 5,812 5,819 6,150 6,546 2% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 16 11 14 17 19 20 23 17  
    Residential Renovations 57 63 57 49 40 54 55 60  
    Non Residential 57 58 44 50 43 45 40 38  
    Engineering 61 59 58 61 61 60 56 56  
    Total 45 46 42 48 48 46 40 37  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 468.25 17043.0 6 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 34.31 1584.2 17 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 7.91 689.2 32 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.090 0.133 42 
Rates per Population 674.20 706.4 42 
General Purpose Grants per Population 49.40 65.7 38 
Roads Grants per Population 11.40 28.6 50 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 192,168 223,380 267,703 309,981 351,359 13 12 11 8 6 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 339,843 386,730 454,626 515,244 566,763 14 12 8 10 7 
UR Income ($m cvm) 11,038 13,527 17,167 20,340 20,728 17 14 16 16 15 
POW Emp 130,498 141,635 160,194 187,742 213,548 20 20 21 21 18 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 216,811 225,214 256,742 293,316 324,818 22 23 22 22 20 
POW Income ($m cvm) 6,688 7,579 9,191 11,480 11,909 22 24 24 24 24 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 33.3 32.7 32.0 31.0 46 34 46 51 53 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.5 35.0 37.8 39.5 36.6 36 50 46 53 48 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.0 30.6 30.8 30.0 29.3 67 66 62 65 63 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.8 33.7 35.8 39.1 36.7 44 51 57 57 45 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 5,039 4,484 3,757 3,934 4,879 5,551 4,691 3,860 4,063 5,136 
B Mining 426 390 634 795 906 336 285 387 393 402 
C Manufacturing 36,408 39,616 47,243 42,872 50,011 14,871 14,674 16,580 15,327 18,482 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,594 1,678 2,467 3,558 3,957 604 613 819 1,298 1,414 
E Construction 15,806 21,436 31,319 38,515 43,906 12,504 15,066 21,641 26,072 28,860 
F Wholesale Trade 12,864 13,623 16,829 17,748 19,737 5,457 5,374 6,119 6,376 7,508 
G Retail Trade 24,172 31,292 33,519 37,044 42,199 20,698 25,048 25,683 28,318 34,073 
H Accommodation & Food Services 10,858 13,498 12,951 16,330 18,681 10,790 12,163 11,231 14,665 16,511 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,635 10,220 13,559 14,681 16,184 4,273 4,619 5,851 6,414 6,458 
J Information Media & Telecoms 4,129 3,997 4,185 4,535 5,005 1,627 1,459 1,377 1,454 1,617 
K Financial & Insurance Services 6,538 6,258 7,478 9,259 10,178 2,677 2,117 2,327 2,503 2,709 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,600 3,423 4,031 4,757 5,247 1,894 2,325 2,606 2,950 3,204 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 9,225 10,804 12,538 16,601 18,364 5,573 5,670 6,196 7,957 8,737 
N Administrative & Support Services 5,506 7,409 8,575 10,719 12,048 3,693 4,760 4,930 6,316 7,034 
O Public Administration & Safety 9,223 8,594 11,964 14,488 15,977 6,511 5,269 6,789 8,083 8,603 
P Education & Training 11,111 13,386 16,473 21,603 24,465 11,070 12,668 15,018 18,581 20,674 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 16,066 20,253 25,360 33,896 38,660 13,849 16,202 19,445 25,063 28,598 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,826 3,518 3,606 4,794 5,391 2,401 2,748 2,655 3,486 4,117 
S Other Services 9,143 9,499 11,214 13,854 15,566 6,119 5,883 6,678 8,423 9,410 
Z TOTAL 192,168 223,380 267,703 309,981 351,359 130,498 141,635 160,194 187,742 213,548 
Z1 Hi Tech 21,070 23,913 28,857 31,434 35,316 9,795 9,968 11,185 12,402 14,071 
Z2 Hi Income 18,659 20,402 24,862 31,782 35,137 9,780 9,359 10,545 12,815 13,968 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 30,003 37,158 45,439 60,292 68,516 27,320 31,618 37,119 47,130 53,389 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 -0.1 2.1 0.1 -0.1 -0.5 -0.5 -2.2 0.1 -0.4 -2.6 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.7 -0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 -0.6 1.7 -0.1 0.0 -0.5 -0.3 -1.7 0.4 0.1 -2.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 15,509 16,501 16,843 17,017 17,181 17,382 18,405 20,245 20,934 21,164 22,080 23,412 24,648 4.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,214 31,414 31,315 30,784 30,128 29,519 30,478 32,825 33,207 32,846 33,510 34,656 35,489 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 24 21 24 32 48 49 40 26 25 32 30 24 23 0 
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Melbourne West starts five kilometres from the CBD, on the other side of 
the port, and extends to the edge of the metropolitan area. Its economic 
base originally lay in manufacturing and logistics but current development 
emphasises the latter. Slow growth in manufacturing coupled with rapid 
housing construction has increased commuting to Melbourne CBD. The 
extra commuters have severely stretched available transport capacity, 
leading to proposals for large-scale public investment in additional roads 
and railways. The region continues its fringe expansion and also continues 
the multicultural traditions first established in the post-war period. 

 

Major centres: 

Footscray, Werribee, Sunshine 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 769 791 815 840 866 892 2.9% 3.1% 3.0% 3.2% 3.0% 3.0% 3.1% 
No. Households 264 270 277 285 293 302 2.5% 2.6% 2.6% 2.9% 3.2% 2.6% 3.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 411 422 432 451 464 484 2.6% 2.4% 4.3% 2.9% 4.4% 3.1% 3.6% 
NIEIR Employment 377 385 395 411 424 441 2.1% 2.6% 4.1% 3.3% 4.0% 2.9% 3.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 34.7 37.3 37.3 39.6 39.3 42.8 7.3% 0.0% 6.2% -0.7% 8.7% 4.5% 3.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.4% 8.8% 8.6% 8.8% 8.5% 8.8% 0.4 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 0.4 0.1 0.0 
Headline U/E Rate 6.7% 7.3% 7.0% 7.4% 7.4% 8.1% 0.6 -0.3 0.4 0.0 0.7 0.2 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.0% 9.2% 9.4% 9.2% 8.6% 8.3% 0.2 0.2 -0.2 -0.6 -0.4 0.1 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 11.8% 11.9% 12.2% 12.0% 11.4% 10.8% 0.2 0.3 -0.2 -0.6 -0.6 0.1 -0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.5 22.0 21.6 21.3 21.6 22.1 -0.5 -0.3 -0.4 0.4 0.5 -0.4 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 29.5% 29.6% 29.7% 28.7% 28.2% 26.6% 0.1 0.1 -1.0 -0.6 -1.6 -0.2 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 40.8% 42.2% 43.1% 44.0% 43.1% 41.8% 1.4 0.9 1.0 -0.9 -1.3 1.1 -1.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 21,276 21,517 21,679 22,070 23,112 24,099 27,677 27,212 26,595 26,287 26,682 27,023 1.2% 4.5% 
Taxes Paid 4,857 4,939 4,955 5,294 5,621 5,855 6,318 6,246 6,078 6,305 6,489 6,565 2.9% 5.2% 
Benefits 3,197 3,208 3,407 3,520 3,556 3,562 4,159 4,057 4,179 4,193 4,105 3,994 3.3% 0.6% 
Business Income 2,327 2,704 2,999 3,270 3,533 3,706 3,027 3,420 3,679 3,895 4,079 4,156 12.0% 6.5% 
Interest Paid 3,248 2,795 2,477 2,387 2,394 2,369 4,225 3,535 3,038 2,843 2,764 2,656 -9.8% -0.4% 
Property Income 4,016 3,892 4,037 4,202 4,337 4,405 5,224 4,922 4,952 5,005 5,007 4,940 1.5% 2.4% 
Disposable Income 28,469 29,346 30,724 31,750 33,038 34,260 37,034 37,113 37,691 37,817 38,142 38,416 3.7% 3.9% 
    Rank 7 7 6 5 5 5 64 59 60 61 61 60   
Resident GRP (Local) 33,950 34,239 34,489 34,366 34,678 35,389 63,562 62,672 61,436 59,600 58,697 58,896 0.4% 1.5% 
    Rank 7 8 9 8 7 6 54 55 57 61 58 56   
Industry GRP (Local) 25,447 25,848 26,351 26,673 26,985 27,467 93,615 92,349 91,169 87,501 85,225 83,489 1.6% 1.5% 
    Rank 13 13 13 13 13 13 41 41 47 56 52 54   
Headline GRP 23,845 23,850 24,332 25,375 26,191 26,977 87,720 85,214 84,182 83,243 82,718 82,000 2.1% 3.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 



Melbourne Western 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.1% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 12.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.7% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 68.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 10.4 48 
2016 10.8 49 
2015 11.1 48 
2014 11.1 48 
2013 10.9 48 
2012 11.2 47 
2011 11.8 43 
2010 15.0 30 
2009 16.1 29 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.5% 26.8% 26.1% 26.6% 
   Age 20-29 15.3% 15.7% 16.3% 14.5% 
   Age 30-54 38.0% 37.6% 37.3% 37.4% 
   Age 55+   19.1% 20.0% 20.2% 21.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  3,530 5,492 7,185 
   Age 20-29  2,881 4,842 690 
   Age 30-54  5,484 8,849 9,211 
   Age 55+    4,122 5,326 7,461 
Average Annual Growth  2.7% 3.5% 3.0% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 157.3 8,419.9 18 
    Hi Tech 11.7 979.0 25 
    Info. Tech 5.9 402.1 16 
    Engineering 22.9 813.0 10 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 17.6 34.4 38 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.3 4.0 43 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.7 1.6 30 
    Engineering p.a. 2.6 3.3 29 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 15 16 14 17 17 17 17 17 16 
   Rank 51 51 51 51 52 28 28 32 30 34 39 
Rainfall (mm) 322 324 303 478 753 562 373 441 363 375 506 
   Rank 62 62 64 57 51 55 58 59 57 61 64 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 527 536 544 555 566 579 592 608 625 646 670 698 723 746 769 791 815 840 866 892 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 573 624 778 26 30 24 38.2% 37.4% 39.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 542 608 795 19 19 15 57.4% 51.1% 47.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 242 248 237 60 55 55 30.0% 29.1% 30.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 210 232 253 28 24 25 53.7% 56.9% 61.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 107 111 113 51 48 48 49.6% 48.8% 55.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 19% 19% 12 6 15 85.9% 81.9% 82.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.65 1.79 1.91 12 6 11 86.6% 82.2% 83.6% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 185.3 175.7 294.0 366.7 503.0 472.0 541.4 37 20 5.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 72038 73417 79355 95289 108580 107585 108749 40 46 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.6 2.4 3.8 3.9 4.6 4.4 5.0 31 19 3.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 58378 64354 73848 85111 91372 87578 83014 15 27 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 33.3% 22.9% 26.7% 32.6% 41.7% 33.9% 38.0% 46 28 2.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 63.0% 45.3% 32.0% 35.9% 40.2% 31.8% 32.0% 59 50 -1.7% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 12.4% 12.2% 11.1% 10.8% 10.8% 11.7% 13.2% 21 23 0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 68.5% 69.4% 71.5% 66.9% 59.6% 55.2% 48 48 -1.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 12 11 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 6,962 2,756 2,166 2,063 2,019 2,143 2,747 2,951 25% 
    Residential Renovations 1,848 597 649 646 717 667 678 756 4% 
    Non Residential 3,070 1,039 1,106 1,145 1,259 1,346 1,439 1,298 16% 
    Engineering 3,111 1,390 1,499 1,341 1,225 1,257 1,492 2,096 19% 
    Total 14,991 5,782 5,421 5,196 5,221 5,414 6,357 7,101 19% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,317 3,696 2,818 2,609 2,476 2,552 3,172 3,309 14% 
    Residential Renovations 885 801 844 817 880 795 783 848 -5% 
    Non Residential 1,470 1,394 1,438 1,448 1,545 1,603 1,661 1,456 7% 
    Engineering 1,486 1,865 1,950 1,696 1,503 1,498 1,723 2,351 8% 
    Total 7,158 7,755 7,051 6,571 6,404 6,448 7,339 7,963 9% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 12 6 13 19 23 21 18 16  
    Residential Renovations 62 66 63 58 56 61 64 65  
    Non Residential 22 35 23 17 18 19 18 21  
    Engineering 51 48 49 56 55 51 45 28  
    Total 31 32 35 38 37 37 32 25  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 610.04 17043.0 3 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 42.20 1584.2 9 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.97 689.2 36 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.081 0.133 43 
Rates per Population 704.28 706.4 35 
General Purpose Grants per Population 48.72 65.7 39 
Roads Grants per Population 8.05 28.6 57 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 232,103 256,731 309,122 376,132 438,060 8 7 4 3 2 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 414,488 446,872 532,356 629,068 691,327 7 6 4 3 3 
UR Income ($m cvm) 12,544 14,868 20,412 26,450 26,806 11 10 6 7 7 
POW Emp 183,545 200,069 235,797 271,830 328,991 14 13 10 8 7 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 327,893 347,031 403,988 451,305 515,934 14 11 10 9 7 
POW Income ($m cvm) 9,822 11,266 14,803 17,948 18,884 16 15 13 12 14 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.5 33.1 32.2 30.3 32 30 34 44 60 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.3 33.3 38.3 42.0 38.8 52 58 40 36 39 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.4 33.4 32.9 31.9 30.2 25 26 28 44 56 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.0 32.5 36.6 39.8 36.6 52 58 48 47 47 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,432 1,535 1,355 1,305 1,672 1,295 1,374 1,201 1,052 1,387 
B Mining 412 366 510 661 767 277 246 325 315 348 
C Manufacturing 45,359 45,068 47,239 43,714 52,095 40,643 39,984 41,997 39,432 49,316 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,585 1,626 2,408 3,845 4,417 1,218 1,365 1,733 2,060 2,580 
E Construction 13,565 15,693 23,495 31,158 37,693 12,705 15,123 21,453 27,238 31,716 
F Wholesale Trade 13,603 13,254 16,229 17,736 20,313 11,865 11,575 13,934 14,841 18,638 
G Retail Trade 24,739 30,592 33,356 38,392 45,352 22,676 27,870 30,294 34,436 46,260 
H Accommodation & Food Services 14,606 17,527 17,339 23,167 27,321 10,570 12,038 11,797 15,545 18,589 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 17,118 18,805 26,472 32,081 36,306 14,727 16,347 22,924 26,446 30,360 
J Information Media & Telecoms 5,995 6,647 7,259 8,323 9,453 2,492 2,741 2,772 2,466 3,130 
K Financial & Insurance Services 9,979 10,832 14,797 19,472 21,979 2,422 2,308 2,941 3,588 4,106 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,556 3,384 4,261 5,522 6,323 2,077 2,631 3,234 3,830 4,613 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 13,758 16,131 19,764 28,070 31,751 6,262 6,776 7,889 9,432 11,091 
N Administrative & Support Services 7,942 10,137 12,339 15,221 17,662 4,923 6,102 7,054 8,953 10,768 
O Public Administration & Safety 13,387 12,606 18,638 22,924 26,341 10,594 9,785 13,827 14,533 17,054 
P Education & Training 14,096 16,385 20,468 26,841 31,162 13,897 16,174 20,046 25,049 28,622 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 17,912 21,033 26,323 36,214 42,590 14,420 16,745 20,427 27,850 32,609 
R Arts & Recreation Services 4,273 5,134 5,595 7,604 8,780 2,338 2,742 2,827 3,854 5,198 
S Other Services 9,786 9,976 11,277 13,883 16,082 8,148 8,145 9,120 10,909 12,606 
Z TOTAL 232,103 256,731 309,122 376,132 438,060 183,545 200,069 235,797 271,830 328,991 
Z1 Hi Tech 29,316 31,663 37,297 44,111 50,211 20,238 20,022 22,632 23,837 28,168 
Z2 Hi Income 27,977 32,085 42,443 57,217 64,833 11,263 12,042 15,070 18,515 21,548 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 36,281 42,552 52,386 70,658 82,532 30,655 35,660 43,300 56,753 66,429 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.0 0.7 3.1 0.1 0.0 -0.3 -0.2 -2.2 0.0 -1.0 -3.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.2 -0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 -0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 0.7 3.2 -0.1 0.1 -0.6 -0.5 -1.7 0.3 -1.3 -3.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 18,218 19,088 19,604 20,050 20,907 21,703 22,635 23,514 24,361 25,570 26,862 27,404 27,899 4.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,756 31,392 31,360 31,029 31,204 31,104 31,300 31,538 31,690 32,339 32,952 32,641 32,209 0.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 20 22 23 30 37 31 31 37 39 36 34 37 39 0 
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The Geelong region comprises the City of Greater Geelong plus the small 
Borough of Queenscliffe. The region is thus largely urban, though open 
paddocks survive on the Bellarine Peninsula and on the basalt plain which 
separates Geelong from the Melbourne metropolitan area. The port of 
Geelong remains active, largely in the export of grain and woodchips. The 
city developed during the twentieth century through manufacturing, but 
more recently this has not provided it with a robust economic base, 
resulting in the growth of commuter traffic to metropolitan Melbourne. 

 

Major centres: 

Geelong 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 221 224 228 233 238 242 1.4% 1.6% 2.1% 2.4% 1.4% 1.7% 1.9% 
No. Households 85 87 89 91 93 95 1.7% 2.0% 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 2.0% 2.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 116 117 116 117 120 127 1.3% -1.4% 1.6% 2.5% 5.4% 0.5% 3.9% 
NIEIR Employment 105 106 104 105 109 116 0.5% -1.6% 0.7% 3.7% 6.2% -0.1% 5.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 10.4 11.3 11.4 12.4 11.4 11.2 9.4% 0.4% 9.4% -8.2% -2.4% 6.3% -5.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.9% 9.7% 9.8% 10.6% 9.5% 8.8% 0.7 0.2 0.8 -1.1 -0.7 0.6 -0.9 
Headline U/E Rate 5.6% 6.4% 6.5% 7.7% 6.7% 6.1% 0.8 0.1 1.2 -1.0 -0.6 0.7 -0.8 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 10.9% 11.2% 11.8% 11.8% 11.3% 11.1% 0.3 0.6 -0.1 -0.5 -0.2 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 14.0% 14.3% 14.9% 14.8% 14.5% 14.2% 0.3 0.5 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 0.3 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.7 22.7 22.7 22.7 22.9 23.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.3% 26.6% 28.6% 29.3% 28.2% 23.9% 0.3 2.0 0.7 -1.1 -4.3 1.0 -2.7 
Not In Employment (1) 40.3% 40.3% 40.2% 40.2% 39.6% 37.8% 0.0 -0.1 0.0 -0.6 -1.8 0.0 -1.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,496 5,461 5,239 5,219 5,599 5,946 24,846 24,343 22,985 22,421 23,484 24,605 -1.7% 6.7% 
Taxes Paid 1,300 1,284 1,247 1,306 1,434 1,534 5,878 5,721 5,472 5,611 6,016 6,349 0.1% 8.4% 
Benefits 1,609 1,590 1,585 1,600 1,620 1,577 7,271 7,086 6,955 6,874 6,796 6,527 -0.2% -0.7% 
Business Income 778 829 945 991 1,087 1,192 3,515 3,695 4,147 4,256 4,559 4,933 8.4% 9.7% 
Interest Paid 834 725 633 599 578 571 3,772 3,233 2,778 2,573 2,422 2,364 -10.5% -2.3% 
Property Income 1,370 1,288 1,256 1,283 1,345 1,391 6,191 5,743 5,510 5,511 5,643 5,757 -2.2% 4.1% 
Disposable Income 8,777 8,772 8,755 8,846 9,372 9,822 39,678 39,100 38,407 38,004 39,311 40,645 0.3% 5.4% 
    Rank 47 47 48 48 46 46 50 48 56 60 57 50   
Resident GRP (Local) 9,299 9,475 9,458 9,430 9,401 9,501 65,060 65,658 64,808 63,517 61,983 62,511 0.5% 0.4% 
    Rank 48 47 47 47 45 44 47 40 47 49 48 48   
Industry GRP (Local) 8,422 8,523 8,482 8,360 8,367 8,443 88,129 89,035 89,956 88,556 84,951 81,175 -0.2% 0.5% 
    Rank 49 49 49 48 48 48 54 52 52 50 53 58   
Headline GRP 10,042 10,083 10,170 10,354 10,605 10,971 105,085 105,326 107,863 109,678 107,673 105,480 1.0% 2.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.6% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 13.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 17.3% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 70.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 16.1 22 
2016 17.3 21 
2015 18.1 19 
2014 18.1 18 
2013 18.1 18 
2012 18.3 16 
2011 18.4 15 
2010 17.6 19 
2009 19.0 22 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.7% 25.8% 24.7% 24.3% 
   Age 20-29 12.8% 12.7% 13.1% 13.2% 
   Age 30-54 34.7% 33.8% 32.7% 31.2% 
   Age 55+   25.7% 27.6% 29.5% 31.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  108 246 818 
   Age 20-29  187 532 597 
   Age 30-54  247 473 630 
   Age 55+    1,253 1,615 2,062 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 1.3% 1.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 49.8 8,419.9 37 
    Hi Tech 5.4 979.0 36 
    Info. Tech 2.5 402.1 31 
    Engineering 6.7 813.0 35 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 20.6 34.4 31 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.2 4.0 26 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.0 1.6 19 
    Engineering p.a. 2.8 3.3 25 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 14 15 14 11 11 12 11 15 15 
   Rank 58 58 58 58 58 66 66 66 66 50 50 
Rainfall (mm) 264 328 276 457 620 498 324 392 300 499 657 
   Rank 65 61 66 61 58 61 65 64 64 54 46 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 188 190 192 195 198 200 202 203 205 207 210 212 216 219 221 224 228 233 238 242 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 615 644 739 23 25 27 41.0% 38.6% 37.8% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 463 536 646 33 33 27 49.1% 45.1% 38.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 313 293 287 26 42 42 38.8% 34.4% 37.3% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 161 186 194 53 44 48 41.1% 45.5% 47.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 100 99 104 62 61 60 46.3% 43.5% 50.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 18% 16% 40 23 38 72.2% 74.2% 70.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.38 1.62 1.63 40 22 36 72.7% 74.4% 71.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 153.9 136.9 202.8 323.7 386.3 385.0 406.0 53 35 5.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 63776 66802 76219 87655 101122 94125 100612 54 58 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.4 2.1 2.7 3.8 3.8 4.1 4.0 44 30 3.3% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 57715 62906 73045 83700 89570 86012 81492 20 32 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 27.8% 18.2% 18.4% 28.6% 32.2% 27.6% 28.4% 64 41 2.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 59.7% 43.8% 29.4% 34.8% 38.0% 32.6% 33.2% 60 43 -1.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.7% 9.3% 8.3% 8.9% 9.0% 9.1% 9.4% 30 33 0.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 84.8% 89.5% 90.3% 88.5% 88.0% 88.4% 29 18 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 30 53 -0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,566 606 594 715 728 757 800 811 16% 
    Residential Renovations 686 214 230 226 245 227 230 255 2% 
    Non Residential 1,131 337 312 294 321 487 496 370 46% 
    Engineering 666 287 309 276 260 261 288 296 0% 
    Total 4,049 1,443 1,446 1,511 1,555 1,732 1,815 1,733 17% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,455 2,768 2,687 3,188 3,193 3,252 3,358 3,358 10% 
    Residential Renovations 1,076 979 1,041 1,005 1,077 976 966 1,056 -4% 
    Non Residential 1,775 1,538 1,410 1,311 1,410 2,093 2,082 1,531 38% 
    Engineering 1,045 1,309 1,398 1,228 1,142 1,121 1,206 1,225 -6% 
    Total 6,351 6,593 6,537 6,733 6,822 7,441 7,611 7,170 11% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 28 20 15 9 11 14 14 15  
    Residential Renovations 45 53 44 31 30 44 47 52  
    Non Residential 16 23 24 21 20 9 6 15  
    Engineering 64 64 63 64 64 62 60 57  
    Total 39 39 40 35 34 29 30 33  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 184.64 17043.0 42 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 16.34 1584.2 42 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 3.12 689.2 58 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.105 0.133 38 
Rates per Population 774.47 706.4 23 
General Purpose Grants per Population 68.54 65.7 30 
Roads Grants per Population 13.07 28.6 41 

 

Construction Value by Type 

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

2011 2014 2017

Res New Res Renovations Non-Res Engineering



VIC Geelong 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.125) 

 

EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 75,515 85,882 96,771 105,221 116,329 47 45 45 45 43 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 131,783 143,490 158,811 169,622 186,253 48 46 46 46 45 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,052 4,905 6,004 6,967 7,098 49 50 46 49 44 
POW Emp 70,312 79,262 88,597 95,564 104,011 45 45 44 46 44 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 119,524 128,157 142,351 150,175 160,062 48 46 47 48 48 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,648 4,459 5,290 6,091 6,040 51 51 46 50 49 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.6 32.1 31.6 31.0 30.8 54 66 63 63 58 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.7 34.2 37.8 41.1 38.1 46 53 45 42 43 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.7 31.1 30.9 30.2 29.6 58 63 61 61 62 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.5 34.8 37.2 40.6 37.7 47 46 44 39 41 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,118 1,282 1,197 1,093 1,269 950 1,060 986 904 1,073 
B Mining 132 116 201 295 323 113 84 143 153 162 
C Manufacturing 13,565 13,037 14,668 11,684 13,022 12,303 12,023 13,582 10,940 10,874 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 714 817 1,063 1,289 1,393 596 647 825 1,036 1,099 
E Construction 5,100 6,701 8,186 10,078 11,710 4,495 5,899 7,276 8,543 9,662 
F Wholesale Trade 3,183 3,430 3,789 3,516 3,780 2,612 2,672 2,936 2,647 2,820 
G Retail Trade 9,802 12,237 13,022 13,249 14,702 9,703 12,158 13,005 13,119 13,459 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,920 6,715 6,041 7,269 8,125 5,878 6,632 5,895 7,070 8,377 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,944 3,504 4,511 4,713 4,991 2,444 2,824 3,543 3,482 3,631 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,352 1,498 1,496 1,384 1,491 1,106 1,168 1,105 944 978 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,096 2,135 2,498 3,233 3,444 1,643 1,532 1,739 2,585 2,615 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 798 1,029 1,308 1,416 1,525 779 921 1,162 1,298 1,338 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 4,150 4,464 4,884 5,798 6,252 3,612 3,715 4,005 4,797 4,984 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,020 2,840 2,985 3,294 3,621 2,009 2,779 2,887 2,892 3,047 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,847 3,947 5,811 6,694 7,235 3,271 3,190 4,641 5,129 5,270 
P Education & Training 6,301 7,242 8,652 10,177 11,182 6,138 7,079 8,398 9,937 11,380 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 8,122 10,023 11,364 14,328 16,003 8,589 10,410 11,737 14,765 17,197 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,030 1,488 1,399 1,680 1,855 927 1,271 1,217 1,496 1,823 
S Other Services 3,322 3,375 3,697 4,031 4,406 3,144 3,200 3,515 3,826 4,222 
Z TOTAL 75,515 85,882 96,771 105,221 116,329 70,312 79,262 88,597 95,564 104,011 
Z1 Hi Tech 9,182 8,981 10,238 9,843 10,595 8,149 7,879 8,939 8,678 8,974 
Z2 Hi Income 7,260 7,886 9,164 10,873 11,685 6,292 6,486 7,410 8,724 8,983 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 15,453 18,753 21,415 26,186 29,039 15,653 18,760 21,353 26,198 30,400 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 0.7 2.9 0.1 -0.1 -0.4 -0.4 -2.2 0.1 -1.2 -3.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 0.7 3.2 -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 -1.7 0.3 -0.7 -3.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,400 5,823 6,158 6,496 6,708 6,770 6,998 7,543 7,884 7,950 8,036 8,274 8,593 4.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,777 28,671 30,102 31,398 32,010 31,861 32,454 34,459 35,640 35,435 35,255 35,546 36,043 2.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 42 35 31 29 30 28 24 22 18 20 21 20 21 0 
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Gippsland is a clearly-defined region east of Melbourne and south of the 
ranges. Despite its strong sense of identity, Gippsland is strikingly diverse. 
Bass Coast shire depends heavily on tourism and retirement as its 
economic base. The hills of South Gippsland stand apart from the Great 
Dividing Range and are well-watered, supporting dairy farming near to 
Melbourne and plantation forestry further away. The East Gippsland plain 
has lower rainfall and includes one of Australia’s few irrigation areas 
outside the Murray Darling basin. The hills which bound the region to the 
north are forested, with continuing debate about the sustainability of the 
forest industry. The La Trobe Valley is known for its brown-coal based 
power stations, which produce Australia’s cheapest electricity at the cost 
of high greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Major centres: 

Warragul, Traralgon, Sale, Bairnsdale 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 263 264 266 268 271 271 0.5% 0.5% 0.8% 1.1% 0.0% 0.6% 0.5% 
No. Households 104 106 107 108 109 111 1.2% 1.2% 1.2% 1.2% 1.1% 1.2% 1.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 133 129 128 131 133 137 -2.9% -1.5% 2.7% 1.8% 2.7% -0.6% 2.2% 
NIEIR Employment 118 115 113 116 117 118 -2.8% -1.9% 2.5% 0.9% 1.5% -0.8% 1.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 15.0 14.4 14.8 15.3 16.6 18.5 -3.4% 2.2% 3.8% 8.6% 11.5% 0.8% 10.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 11.2% 11.2% 11.6% 11.7% 12.5% 13.5% -0.1 0.4 0.1 0.8 1.1 0.2 0.9 
Headline U/E Rate 5.0% 5.0% 5.3% 5.6% 6.8% 8.3% 0.0 0.3 0.3 1.2 1.5 0.2 1.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.2% 13.6% 14.5% 14.7% 14.1% 14.2% 0.5 0.9 0.2 -0.5 0.0 0.5 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 16.7% 17.2% 18.3% 18.5% 18.6% 19.0% 0.5 1.1 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.1 23.1 23.5 23.7 24.2 25.3 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.5 1.1 0.2 0.8 
Not Employed Share (1) 28.0% 29.8% 30.9% 29.1% 28.9% 26.8% 1.8 1.1 -1.8 -0.2 -2.1 0.4 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 39.3% 39.1% 38.1% 37.7% 36.4% 33.5% -0.2 -1.0 -0.4 -1.2 -3.0 -0.5 -2.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,792 5,566 5,455 5,541 5,620 5,905 22,031 21,065 20,538 20,701 20,772 21,824 -1.5% 3.2% 
Taxes Paid 1,478 1,391 1,382 1,493 1,523 1,662 5,623 5,265 5,205 5,578 5,629 6,144 0.3% 5.5% 
Benefits 2,086 2,106 2,187 2,200 2,236 2,208 7,934 7,971 8,233 8,219 8,265 8,160 1.8% 0.2% 
Business Income 1,558 1,427 1,571 1,734 1,707 2,027 5,926 5,402 5,917 6,478 6,309 7,491 3.6% 8.1% 
Interest Paid 833 716 619 569 545 539 3,169 2,709 2,332 2,125 2,015 1,994 -12.0% -2.6% 
Property Income 1,575 1,437 1,453 1,503 1,507 1,581 5,990 5,441 5,471 5,616 5,569 5,843 -1.5% 2.5% 
Disposable Income 10,699 10,258 10,538 10,912 10,942 11,591 40,695 38,824 39,678 40,764 40,444 42,839 0.7% 3.1% 
    Rank 40 41 40 39 40 37 46 51 52 48 54 44   
Resident GRP (Local) 10,722 10,751 10,721 10,560 10,346 10,448 65,221 65,651 65,688 64,767 63,081 64,583 -0.5% -0.5% 
    Rank 40 39 40 42 42 40 45 41 43 45 45 42   
Industry GRP (Local) 10,166 10,188 10,136 9,933 9,640 9,617 91,100 93,873 95,511 92,235 89,581 89,095 -0.8% -1.6% 
    Rank 41 41 43 43 44 44 48 38 35 42 40 41   
Headline GRP 17,120 17,604 17,073 17,083 17,057 18,457 153,418 162,198 160,886 158,622 158,512 170,983 -0.1% 3.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 8.2% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.7% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 21.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 71.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 19.0 12 
2016 20.4 10 
2015 20.2 10 
2014 20.7 8 
2013 20.5 10 
2012 19.5 10 
2011 19.1 9 
2010 18.9 14 
2009 20.5 17 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.4% 26.5% 25.0% 24.2% 
   Age 20-29 10.0% 10.3% 11.1% 10.6% 
   Age 30-54 34.9% 33.0% 30.9% 28.9% 
   Age 55+   26.7% 30.2% 33.1% 36.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -454 109 6 
   Age 20-29  320 736 -100 
   Age 30-54  -356 13 -604 
   Age 55+    2,181 2,539 2,268 
Average Annual Growth  0.7% 1.3% 0.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 36.7 8,419.9 46 
    Hi Tech 2.0 979.0 50 
    Info. Tech 0.6 402.1 49 
    Engineering 5.7 813.0 40 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.6 34.4 51 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.7 4.0 58 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 58 
    Engineering p.a. 2.1 3.3 39 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 14 13 13 14 13 14 14 15 14 13 14 
   Rank 64 64 64 64 64 60 59 57 58 61 60 
Rainfall (mm) 553 675 655 914 1,131 1,024 708 813 724 857 1,024 
   Rank 33 32 32 13 18 26 26 15 29 25 9 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 235 235 236 237 237 238 240 241 243 246 249 252 257 261 263 264 266 268 271 271 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 527 562 635 37 35 33 35.1% 33.7% 32.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 399 426 496 47 47 36 42.3% 35.8% 29.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 267 287 293 49 43 38 33.1% 33.7% 38.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 138 150 154 62 63 63 35.2% 36.8% 37.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 100 99 105 61 62 57 46.6% 43.5% 51.4% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 15% 13% 57 50 55 62.8% 61.9% 57.1% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.20 1.35 1.31 57 50 53 63.3% 62.0% 57.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 118.9 116.3 132.4 246.8 278.2 265.6 268.8 60 59 4.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 69955 67772 76346 84200 101824 95250 103089 51 53 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.8 1.8 1.9 3.0 2.8 2.9 2.7 57 49 2.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 43552 49703 55476 59194 63673 65123 60984 51 54 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 28.4% 19.5% 15.8% 30.4% 32.0% 24.8% 24.7% 60 55 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 71.7% 50.3% 37.0% 40.3% 40.9% 32.0% 32.1% 47 49 -2.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 4.8% 5.5% 6.3% 6.7% 6.4% 6.5% 6.5% 54 48 0.8% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 86.7% 96.1% 89.2% 91.6% 91.9% 93.2% 25 10 0.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 55 66 -0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,143 751 671 647 584 600 626 592 -4% 
    Residential Renovations 931 294 314 303 332 307 304 333 0% 
    Non Residential 869 297 256 260 313 245 208 206 -20% 
    Engineering 2,783 1,338 1,532 1,369 1,255 1,214 1,268 1,277 -10% 
    Total 6,727 2,680 2,772 2,579 2,484 2,365 2,406 2,408 -8% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,824 2,883 2,551 2,451 2,200 2,243 2,314 2,189 -6% 
    Residential Renovations 1,229 1,127 1,195 1,146 1,248 1,146 1,124 1,232 -2% 
    Non Residential 1,147 1,138 973 983 1,179 914 771 760 -22% 
    Engineering 3,667 5,135 5,827 5,182 4,726 4,534 4,686 4,719 -11% 
    Total 8,867 10,284 10,545 9,762 9,352 8,836 8,895 8,900 -10% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 19 15 19 24 28 29 27 34  
    Residential Renovations 31 42 27 20 11 18 24 26  
    Non Residential 36 51 47 39 30 46 56 53  
    Engineering 20 15 20 26 24 21 17 17  
    Total 22 19 22 23 25 21 19 19  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 278.16 17043.0 22 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 41.42 1584.2 11 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 18.78 689.2 12 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.216 0.133 27 
Rates per Population 1028.19 706.4 10 
General Purpose Grants per Population 153.12 65.7 19 
Roads Grants per Population 69.43 28.6 18 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 97,586 98,190 110,323 118,168 117,625 35 38 39 41 42 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 171,908 167,282 185,603 198,342 212,576 35 37 41 39 39 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,403 6,434 7,149 8,237 7,957 34 34 39 41 39 
POW Emp 93,584 93,562 103,444 111,592 107,944 34 37 39 38 42 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 162,276 156,246 171,897 184,817 190,986 34 38 37 37 39 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,084 5,942 6,552 7,681 7,127 34 33 39 38 41 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.9 32.8 32.4 32.3 34.8 49 51 52 43 12 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.4 38.5 38.5 41.5 37.4 43 30 37 39 44 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.3 32.1 32.0 31.8 34.0 46 50 52 46 13 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.3 38.0 38.1 41.6 37.3 41 30 36 35 42 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 13,628 12,103 11,142 9,782 10,285 13,632 12,171 11,156 9,763 10,091 
B Mining 1,471 994 1,509 1,913 1,880 1,419 996 1,476 1,843 1,730 
C Manufacturing 9,120 9,270 10,900 9,819 10,118 8,103 8,003 9,302 8,493 8,842 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 3,224 3,120 3,502 3,933 3,794 2,914 2,846 3,199 3,547 3,516 
E Construction 6,779 6,565 10,733 13,270 12,171 6,213 6,190 9,690 13,057 12,232 
F Wholesale Trade 3,647 3,516 3,597 3,712 3,664 3,146 2,954 2,950 3,057 2,801 
G Retail Trade 11,024 12,414 13,598 13,190 13,248 10,457 11,837 13,015 12,580 11,827 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,215 7,712 6,905 8,289 8,404 7,787 8,460 7,470 8,836 8,739 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,351 3,552 4,176 4,528 4,401 3,160 3,316 3,874 4,019 3,626 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,314 1,044 1,154 1,049 1,040 1,275 1,020 998 894 836 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,688 1,796 1,996 1,985 1,942 2,561 1,604 1,715 1,647 1,578 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 979 1,069 1,270 1,443 1,418 993 1,038 1,231 1,345 1,238 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,330 3,480 3,692 4,497 4,442 3,079 3,087 3,195 3,899 3,572 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,486 2,913 2,939 3,056 3,045 2,311 2,715 2,698 2,832 2,616 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,893 4,584 6,605 7,344 7,173 4,647 4,241 6,008 6,610 6,008 
P Education & Training 7,962 8,163 9,090 10,015 10,076 7,418 7,702 8,669 9,706 9,252 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 9,027 10,600 12,033 14,101 14,305 9,280 10,399 11,672 13,673 13,689 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,309 1,479 1,353 1,555 1,572 1,360 1,451 1,327 1,539 1,509 
S Other Services 4,140 3,819 4,127 4,689 4,647 3,830 3,531 3,799 4,254 4,241 
Z TOTAL 97,586 98,190 110,323 118,168 117,625 93,584 93,562 103,444 111,592 107,944 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,207 5,307 5,808 6,413 6,370 4,649 4,587 4,933 5,504 5,208 
Z2 Hi Income 8,587 7,340 8,628 9,670 9,500 8,073 6,657 7,646 8,500 7,878 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 18,297 20,242 22,477 25,670 25,953 18,058 19,553 21,668 24,917 24,450 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 -0.7 1.4 0.1 -0.3 -0.4 -0.6 -2.2 0.0 0.2 -2.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 -0.1 0.6 0.0 0.1 1.3 1.4 0.0 -0.1 1.3 0.8 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.4 -1.0 2.0 -0.1 -0.3 0.9 0.7 -1.7 -0.7 2.0 -1.3 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,696 5,855 6,146 6,567 7,039 7,185 7,399 7,911 8,062 7,874 8,036 8,269 8,207 3.1% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 23,763 24,259 25,252 26,706 28,273 28,461 28,814 30,358 30,665 29,799 30,258 30,891 30,335 2.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 63 64 63 59 60 59 55 47 48 54 52 49 57 0 
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Ballarat lies in high country very close to the watershed between the 
Murray basin and the southward flowing creeks. Its hinterland is similarly 
astride the divide, extending west to the Wimmera plains on the SA 
border. Ballarat has diversified its economic base, benefiting by being near 
Melbourne but not of it. Its tourism industry is based largely on its 
goldfields heritage while that further west concentrates on the small but 
spectacular peaks of the Grampians. The Wimmera is some of Australia’s 
best grain-growing country. 

 

Major centres: 

Ballarat, Ararat, Horsham 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 227 230 232 235 238 239 1.2% 1.0% 1.0% 1.3% 0.4% 1.1% 0.8% 
No. Households 88 90 91 93 95 96 1.8% 1.7% 1.7% 1.7% 1.5% 1.7% 1.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 120 121 122 123 123 127 1.0% 0.2% 1.1% 0.3% 2.8% 0.8% 1.6% 
NIEIR Employment 108 109 110 111 111 114 1.1% 0.7% 1.0% 0.2% 2.5% 0.9% 1.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 12.0 12.0 11.6 11.9 12.1 12.9 0.4% -3.5% 2.4% 1.7% 6.4% -0.3% 4.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.0% 9.9% 9.6% 9.7% 9.8% 10.1% -0.1 -0.4 0.1 0.1 0.3 -0.1 0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 5.1% 5.2% 4.7% 5.0% 5.5% 6.2% 0.1 -0.5 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.0 0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 12.4% 12.5% 13.0% 13.1% 12.6% 12.5% 0.2 0.5 0.1 -0.5 -0.1 0.3 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 15.5% 15.7% 16.3% 16.6% 16.5% 16.5% 0.2 0.6 0.3 -0.1 0.0 0.4 0.0 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.6 23.5 23.6 23.8 24.1 25.0 -0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.9 0.1 0.6 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.8% 25.5% 25.4% 24.9% 25.5% 23.2% -0.3 -0.2 -0.5 0.7 -2.4 -0.3 -0.8 
Not In Employment (1) 37.8% 38.1% 37.8% 37.2% 36.6% 34.3% 0.3 -0.3 -0.6 -0.7 -2.3 -0.2 -1.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,107 5,161 5,102 5,078 5,194 5,437 22,478 22,437 21,950 21,627 21,830 22,768 -0.2% 3.5% 
Taxes Paid 1,291 1,332 1,280 1,321 1,378 1,558 5,681 5,792 5,509 5,628 5,791 6,525 0.8% 8.6% 
Benefits 1,729 1,693 1,708 1,705 1,723 1,680 7,608 7,359 7,351 7,261 7,243 7,034 -0.5% -0.7% 
Business Income 1,487 1,701 1,619 1,579 1,631 2,206 6,543 7,397 6,968 6,724 6,854 9,237 2.0% 18.2% 
Interest Paid 752 656 575 539 523 518 3,311 2,853 2,475 2,296 2,199 2,168 -10.5% -2.0% 
Property Income 1,292 1,246 1,218 1,233 1,242 1,336 5,687 5,417 5,239 5,252 5,219 5,593 -1.5% 4.1% 
Disposable Income 9,328 9,576 9,545 9,523 9,660 10,553 41,054 41,628 41,068 40,560 40,603 44,194 0.7% 5.3% 
    Rank 44 43 43 45 45 42 45 41 46 50 51 38   
Resident GRP (Local) 9,044 9,181 9,144 9,090 8,973 9,081 62,069 62,589 62,053 61,502 60,029 61,197 0.2% 0.0% 
    Rank 49 49 49 48 48 47 57 56 55 56 55 51   
Industry GRP (Local) 7,856 7,930 7,876 7,828 7,740 7,826 85,445 85,917 85,249 83,999 82,856 82,078 -0.1% 0.0% 
    Rank 51 51 51 51 52 53 59 58 61 61 58 55   
Headline GRP 9,185 9,234 9,214 9,428 9,549 10,382 99,910 100,046 99,725 101,167 102,226 108,888 0.9% 4.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.5% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 10.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.9 23 
2016 17.8 19 
2015 17.9 20 
2014 17.9 19 
2013 17.7 19 
2012 18.5 15 
2011 18.6 14 
2010 19.4 12 
2009 23.0 11 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.7% 27.1% 26.1% 25.3% 
   Age 20-29 11.2% 11.2% 11.9% 12.0% 
   Age 30-54 35.3% 34.1% 32.3% 30.4% 
   Age 55+   24.9% 27.5% 29.7% 32.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -294 328 231 
   Age 20-29  166 611 332 
   Age 30-54  -47 207 -172 
   Age 55+    1,458 1,824 1,945 
Average Annual Growth  0.6% 1.4% 1.0% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 28.0 8,419.9 52 
    Hi Tech 3.1 979.0 42 
    Info. Tech 1.6 402.1 37 
    Engineering 4.2 813.0 46 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 11.7 34.4 61 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.3 4.0 42 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.7 1.6 29 
    Engineering p.a. 1.7 3.3 52 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 14 15 14 15 15 15 15 15 14 
   Rank 60 60 60 60 60 47 54 53 50 54 57 
Rainfall (mm) 437 456 445 631 913 549 409 483 390 525 779 
   Rank 46 51 54 42 38 58 54 56 55 50 33 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 201 203 204 205 206 207 208 209 211 212 215 218 222 224 227 230 232 235 238 239 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 461 482 555 52 50 42 30.8% 28.9% 28.4% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 327 378 460 59 59 42 34.7% 31.8% 27.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 279 268 261 38 49 49 34.7% 31.4% 34.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 145 164 167 59 55 58 37.0% 40.1% 40.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 107 104 110 52 56 53 49.5% 46.0% 53.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 15% 14% 56 42 51 63.0% 64.0% 59.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.21 1.40 1.37 56 42 50 63.4% 64.2% 59.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 112.1 114.7 147.2 226.4 258.9 263.6 275.4 63 56 4.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 63588 65306 82588 90373 105690 102580 112012 57 45 2.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.8 1.8 1.9 2.5 2.5 2.6 2.6 58 51 1.9% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 40129 46731 60085 56874 62534 62901 61122 56 53 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 29.8% 21.1% 17.9% 30.1% 31.7% 26.9% 27.0% 56 46 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 80.8% 55.4% 35.7% 43.3% 43.0% 35.7% 35.1% 33 35 -2.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.9% 6.8% 6.8% 6.6% 5.5% 5.5% 5.6% 43 58 -0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 88.6% 95.5% 92.9% 92.9% 92.7% 93.7% 20 9 0.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.9 41 65 -0.4% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,342 525 530 566 504 543 544 484 -2% 
    Residential Renovations 699 217 234 231 251 230 230 253 0% 
    Non Residential 690 311 346 274 236 257 217 220 -19% 
    Engineering 845 361 417 379 359 394 394 365 0% 
    Total 3,575 1,413 1,527 1,449 1,349 1,424 1,385 1,321 -5% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,047 2,339 2,332 2,459 2,168 2,314 2,287 2,025 -5% 
    Residential Renovations 1,067 965 1,030 1,003 1,080 980 966 1,058 -4% 
    Non Residential 1,052 1,388 1,524 1,193 1,013 1,095 912 920 -22% 
    Engineering 1,288 1,607 1,836 1,646 1,543 1,678 1,657 1,530 -3% 
    Total 5,453 6,298 6,721 6,301 5,805 6,067 5,821 5,534 -7% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 36 29 23 22 29 27 30 37  
    Residential Renovations 48 55 47 33 29 43 46 51  
    Non Residential 41 36 19 25 38 36 45 45  
    Engineering 57 57 53 59 53 47 47 51  
    Total 55 49 38 42 49 41 50 54  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 229.60 17043.0 30 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 42.01 1584.2 10 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 21.71 689.2 7 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.278 0.133 13 
Rates per Population 965.04 706.4 13 
General Purpose Grants per Population 176.57 65.7 14 
Roads Grants per Population 91.24 28.6 11 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 79,038 90,298 100,160 107,952 113,620 43 42 44 44 44 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 141,981 155,727 170,032 180,270 193,617 43 42 44 45 42 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,388 6,144 5,930 7,122 7,088 43 36 47 46 45 
POW Emp 70,169 79,444 86,643 91,937 95,349 46 44 47 47 48 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 124,765 134,933 145,763 151,376 160,913 45 43 46 47 47 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,826 5,313 4,989 5,933 5,833 48 38 49 51 50 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.5 33.2 32.6 32.1 32.8 26 40 48 46 29 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.9 39.5 34.9 39.5 36.6 45 25 63 52 47 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 32.7 32.4 31.7 32.5 31 39 47 49 30 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.7 39.4 34.2 39.2 36.3 45 22 65 55 50 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 9,782 10,010 9,451 8,202 8,520 10,037 10,284 9,557 8,246 8,763 
B Mining 480 437 780 974 996 457 436 664 888 795 
C Manufacturing 9,938 10,832 12,094 10,807 11,945 7,781 8,577 9,598 8,474 9,883 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 790 764 955 1,333 1,397 668 666 815 986 954 
E Construction 4,261 6,703 8,807 9,708 9,052 3,707 5,612 7,438 7,911 7,380 
F Wholesale Trade 3,131 3,260 3,470 3,493 3,609 2,395 2,560 2,675 2,632 2,546 
G Retail Trade 8,900 11,195 11,439 11,812 12,706 8,083 10,065 10,396 10,586 11,111 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,584 6,613 5,737 6,960 7,498 5,302 6,272 5,431 6,561 6,930 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,178 3,597 4,560 5,077 5,229 2,415 2,661 3,243 3,647 3,627 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,629 1,688 1,907 1,754 1,846 1,395 1,489 1,513 1,330 1,273 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,757 1,706 1,895 2,074 2,160 1,418 1,302 1,423 1,456 1,388 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 782 889 1,044 1,210 1,274 696 796 909 1,013 973 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,574 3,175 3,994 5,102 5,409 2,305 2,828 3,162 3,986 3,872 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,594 2,330 2,251 2,625 2,806 1,374 1,974 1,856 2,155 2,095 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,699 3,823 5,990 7,067 7,370 3,310 3,273 4,829 5,546 5,380 
P Education & Training 6,476 7,229 8,389 9,343 10,010 5,881 6,452 7,499 8,218 8,755 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 9,664 11,161 12,309 14,654 15,706 8,732 9,912 11,204 13,363 14,442 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,247 1,480 1,478 1,682 1,797 1,145 1,355 1,322 1,450 1,522 
S Other Services 3,570 3,408 3,610 4,075 4,289 3,069 2,929 3,110 3,489 3,658 
Z TOTAL 79,038 90,298 100,160 107,952 113,620 70,169 79,444 86,643 91,937 95,349 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,466 6,587 7,949 8,633 9,147 4,489 5,382 6,163 6,644 6,849 
Z2 Hi Income 5,515 6,241 7,811 9,376 9,857 4,745 5,263 6,098 7,208 6,891 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 17,388 19,869 22,175 25,679 27,514 15,758 17,719 20,025 23,031 24,719 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.5 -1.8 0.1 0.1 -0.3 0.1 -0.1 -2.2 0.2 1.9 -0.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.2 -0.3 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.8 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -2.3 0.4 -0.1 -0.3 1.0 0.8 -1.7 -0.2 3.3 0.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,171 5,318 5,561 5,838 6,188 6,282 6,345 6,755 7,158 7,308 7,410 7,477 7,556 3.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 24,874 25,417 26,415 27,489 28,771 28,755 28,627 30,098 31,505 31,769 31,882 31,846 31,759 2.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 60 59 58 56 56 57 57 51 40 41 40 39 44 0 
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The North East of Victoria comprises the triangle between the Victorian 
snowfields and the Murray River. It is accessed from Melbourne via the 
Hume Highway, which takes advantage of the gap in the ranges near 
Kilmore. The division between the hill country and the plains is sharp, with 
the Hume running on the plains alongside the hills while the direct 
highway to Brisbane diverges across the plains. These major transport 
routes have encouraged the development of agricultural processing and 
logistics, but the region remains largely rural with irrigation on the plains, 
intensive agriculture in the mountain valleys and forest plantations on the 
hills. The hills close to Melbourne have hobby farms and resorts including 
mountain-top ski resorts. There are worries as to the effect of climate 
change both on the snowfields and on agriculture. 

 

Major centres: 

Wodonga, Wangaratta, Shepparton 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 269 271 274 276 279 279 0.8% 0.9% 0.8% 1.0% 0.2% 0.8% 0.6% 
No. Households 103 104 105 106 108 109 1.2% 1.3% 1.1% 1.2% 1.1% 1.2% 1.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 144 144 146 150 155 155 0.6% 0.9% 3.2% 2.8% 0.0% 1.6% 1.4% 
NIEIR Employment 129 130 131 134 139 140 0.3% 0.8% 2.7% 3.5% 0.5% 1.3% 2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.3 14.7 14.9 16.1 15.6 15.0 2.7% 1.4% 8.1% -3.0% -4.2% 4.0% -3.6% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.0% 10.2% 10.2% 10.7% 10.1% 9.7% 0.2 0.1 0.5 -0.6 -0.4 0.2 -0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 5.7% 5.9% 5.6% 6.3% 5.9% 5.7% 0.2 -0.3 0.7 -0.4 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 11.7% 12.1% 12.8% 12.8% 12.3% 12.2% 0.4 0.7 0.0 -0.5 -0.1 0.4 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 15.2% 15.5% 16.0% 16.2% 15.9% 15.9% 0.3 0.5 0.2 -0.3 0.0 0.3 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.5 24.5 24.8 24.9 25.4 26.4 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.4 1.0 0.1 0.7 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.0% 23.8% 23.5% 21.6% 19.5% 18.4% -0.2 -0.4 -1.9 -2.1 -1.1 -0.8 -1.6 
Not In Employment (1) 35.5% 35.5% 34.8% 34.4% 33.3% 30.5% 0.0 -0.7 -0.4 -1.2 -2.8 -0.3 -2.0 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,847 5,877 5,849 5,962 6,278 6,286 21,716 21,648 21,355 21,592 22,509 22,489 0.7% 2.7% 
Taxes Paid 1,370 1,375 1,380 1,512 1,594 1,690 5,090 5,065 5,038 5,474 5,715 6,047 3.3% 5.7% 
Benefits 2,201 2,223 2,197 2,230 2,308 2,264 8,175 8,187 8,020 8,076 8,276 8,102 0.4% 0.8% 
Business Income 1,515 1,569 1,659 1,885 1,872 2,321 5,628 5,779 6,058 6,824 6,712 8,305 7.5% 11.0% 
Interest Paid 868 748 645 606 588 582 3,225 2,754 2,353 2,193 2,109 2,082 -11.3% -2.0% 
Property Income 1,439 1,359 1,367 1,434 1,464 1,499 5,344 5,004 4,990 5,194 5,250 5,364 -0.1% 2.2% 
Disposable Income 10,727 10,813 11,007 11,514 11,873 12,320 39,843 39,830 40,185 41,694 42,570 44,080 2.4% 3.4% 
    Rank 39 38 38 37 35 34 49 47 47 47 42 40   
Resident GRP (Local) 10,610 10,689 10,685 10,639 10,560 10,761 62,394 62,785 62,556 62,172 61,194 62,870 0.1% 0.6% 
    Rank 41 41 41 40 39 37 56 53 53 55 52 45   
Industry GRP (Local) 9,860 9,846 9,797 9,758 9,669 9,843 84,588 84,606 84,564 82,923 80,181 81,532 -0.3% 0.4% 
    Rank 44 44 44 45 43 41 61 60 62 62 62 57   
Headline GRP 12,428 12,486 12,461 12,630 12,726 14,026 106,613 107,295 107,563 107,323 105,535 116,181 0.5% 5.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.2% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 18.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 71.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 18.4 14 
2016 19.4 15 
2015 19.4 12 
2014 20.0 12 
2013 20.6 9 
2012 20.5 5 
2011 20.4 6 
2010 21.8 5 
2009 25.5 6 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.3% 27.8% 26.6% 25.8% 
   Age 20-29 10.6% 10.4% 10.7% 11.0% 
   Age 30-54 35.7% 34.4% 32.2% 29.7% 
   Age 55+   24.4% 27.4% 30.5% 33.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -233 2 136 
   Age 20-29  53 446 371 
   Age 30-54  -78 -322 -728 
   Age 55+    1,968 2,326 2,306 
Average Annual Growth  0.7% 0.9% 0.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 45.3 8,419.9 40 
    Hi Tech 1.8 979.0 53 
    Info. Tech 1.0 402.1 42 
    Engineering 5.3 813.0 41 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 16.2 34.4 43 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.6 4.0 60 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.4 1.6 47 
    Engineering p.a. 1.9 3.3 45 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 14 15 14 14 14 15 14 15 15 
   Rank 55 59 57 59 59 59 58 56 53 52 52 
Rainfall (mm) 420 515 531 736 1,067 873 524 735 534 605 833 
   Rank 47 46 44 28 21 33 42 22 38 46 28 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 239 241 244 247 248 251 252 253 255 257 259 261 264 266 269 271 274 276 279 279 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 475 483 558 50 49 40 31.7% 29.0% 28.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 364 373 460 54 54 43 38.6% 31.4% 27.6% 
    Value of Financial Assets 262 270 263 57 47 47 32.5% 31.6% 34.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 151 160 165 56 57 60 38.5% 39.1% 40.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 108 105 113 49 55 49 49.9% 46.2% 55.4% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 15% 13% 53 49 53 64.5% 62.3% 57.6% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.24 1.36 1.32 53 48 52 65.0% 62.6% 57.6% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 142.7 138.8 162.6 264.6 270.4 256.7 270.7 51 58 3.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 70235 71430 83162 93750 103394 104137 112483 44 42 2.2% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.8 2.6 2.5 2.4 46 53 1.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 46413 51708 60847 62275 69118 69547 70024 46 42 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 32.1% 22.5% 17.6% 31.1% 28.8% 22.4% 21.6% 49 61 -0.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 71.4% 51.3% 34.2% 40.2% 37.1% 29.8% 28.1% 46 58 -2.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.9% 6.3% 6.0% 6.5% 6.2% 6.2% 6.1% 47 53 -0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 90.3% 94.8% 92.6% 92.5% 96.7% 97.5% 13 3 0.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 35 57 -0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,756 694 616 640 582 599 614 569 -3% 
    Residential Renovations 841 258 278 272 297 275 275 302 1% 
    Non Residential 797 372 296 272 310 281 252 242 -12% 
    Engineering 1,386 619 658 591 546 539 588 620 -3% 
    Total 4,780 1,941 1,848 1,774 1,736 1,694 1,729 1,733 -4% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,235 2,603 2,289 2,357 2,127 2,168 2,200 2,035 -5% 
    Residential Renovations 1,072 967 1,033 1,002 1,084 997 986 1,081 -2% 
    Non Residential 1,015 1,394 1,098 1,001 1,133 1,018 905 865 -14% 
    Engineering 1,765 2,321 2,444 2,175 1,995 1,952 2,108 2,219 -5% 
    Total 6,086 7,285 6,864 6,536 6,339 6,135 6,199 6,200 -6% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 30 26 24 26 31 31 33 35  
    Residential Renovations 47 54 46 34 26 41 42 49  
    Non Residential 45 34 36 35 34 40 47 48  
    Engineering 44 41 40 47 45 42 36 34  
    Total 44 35 36 39 38 40 39 42  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 279.98 17043.0 21 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 44.68 1584.2 7 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 21.45 689.2 8 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.236 0.133 24 
Rates per Population 1003.84 706.4 11 
General Purpose Grants per Population 160.21 65.7 17 
Roads Grants per Population 76.91 28.6 16 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 105,732 113,712 124,851 129,047 138,824 30 31 34 35 33 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 190,520 197,429 213,269 218,174 236,705 30 30 34 37 33 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,698 7,134 7,392 8,385 8,411 31 32 37 40 36 
POW Emp 95,667 103,024 112,280 116,570 120,724 33 32 33 34 37 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 170,494 175,903 189,860 194,657 204,849 33 32 33 34 33 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,182 6,402 6,613 7,635 7,493 32 31 38 39 37 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 33.4 32.8 32.5 32.8 23 33 42 36 28 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.9 36.1 34.7 38.4 35.5 56 43 65 62 53 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 32.8 32.5 32.1 32.6 29 35 43 40 26 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.4 36.4 34.8 39.2 36.6 48 37 61 54 48 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 14,166 13,974 12,988 11,161 12,336 14,016 14,020 13,031 11,282 12,487 
B Mining 221 222 288 407 441 214 189 272 375 380 
C Manufacturing 15,078 16,172 17,829 15,805 17,885 13,485 14,462 15,862 14,000 14,992 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,293 1,081 1,459 1,777 1,879 1,172 1,071 1,373 1,582 1,717 
E Construction 5,999 8,730 10,749 10,778 10,307 5,194 7,423 9,457 9,527 9,091 
F Wholesale Trade 4,297 4,231 4,359 4,381 4,621 3,398 3,556 3,493 3,478 3,325 
G Retail Trade 11,968 13,608 14,380 14,227 15,454 10,707 12,408 13,243 13,027 13,672 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,995 8,660 7,784 8,664 9,421 6,936 7,604 6,728 7,840 8,557 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 4,322 4,705 5,776 6,278 6,624 3,535 3,830 4,525 4,886 4,623 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,493 1,349 1,395 1,400 1,483 1,353 1,245 1,185 1,213 1,163 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,224 1,926 2,152 2,223 2,356 1,881 1,510 1,677 1,677 1,617 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,049 1,185 1,388 1,454 1,553 895 1,016 1,178 1,248 1,246 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,416 3,816 4,201 4,782 5,098 3,052 3,306 3,571 4,102 3,984 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,091 2,837 3,137 3,381 3,636 2,045 2,675 2,811 3,061 2,992 
O Public Administration & Safety 6,949 5,986 8,832 9,839 10,555 6,749 5,646 7,819 8,698 8,718 
P Education & Training 7,518 7,975 8,952 10,043 10,841 6,773 7,372 8,506 9,736 10,287 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 10,010 11,673 13,296 15,923 17,352 9,450 10,874 12,483 15,118 15,733 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,111 1,321 1,301 1,543 1,657 988 1,162 1,127 1,391 1,572 
S Other Services 4,532 4,261 4,585 4,981 5,323 3,822 3,656 3,940 4,331 4,568 
Z TOTAL 105,732 113,712 124,851 129,047 138,824 95,667 103,024 112,280 116,570 120,724 
Z1 Hi Tech 6,532 6,898 7,852 8,268 8,984 5,455 5,598 6,164 6,757 6,768 
Z2 Hi Income 6,702 6,922 8,061 8,864 9,427 6,006 5,972 6,739 7,383 7,139 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 18,639 20,969 23,549 27,509 29,851 17,211 19,408 22,115 26,245 27,592 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -1.0 1.0 0.1 -0.3 0.0 -0.2 -2.2 0.1 1.0 -1.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 -0.6 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.9 1.1 0.0 -0.1 1.5 1.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 -1.7 1.0 -0.1 -0.3 1.0 0.9 -1.7 -0.2 2.7 -0.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 6,331 6,922 7,332 7,623 7,745 7,539 7,392 7,672 7,911 7,911 8,142 8,439 8,539 3.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,134 27,320 28,753 29,663 29,869 28,841 27,983 28,791 29,385 29,140 29,727 30,560 30,616 1.7% 
  - Per Cap Rank 56 47 42 44 49 56 62 59 59 58 57 52 53 0 
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Bendigo lies where the hills of Central Victoria give way to the plains of 
Northern Victoria and the region continues north and west to the Murray 
and to the SA border. The region is accordingly divided into relatively well-
watered hill country which is well within the Melbourne hobby-farm belt 
and much drier farmland with small pockets of intensive irrigation along 
the river. Bendigo and many of the towns of the region were founded in 
the nineteenth-century gold rushes and from gold moved on to 
manufacturing. Recent times have not been kind to these manufacturing 
industries but heritage urban centres underpin tourism and proximity to 
Melbourne encourages retirement migration. The region is one of several 
in Victoria where there are worries about climate change but Bendigo has 
had some success in attracting knowledge-based activities. 

 

Major centres: 

Castlemaine, Bendigo, Echuca, Mildura 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 312 314 317 319 322 321 0.7% 0.7% 0.8% 0.8% 0.0% 0.7% 0.4% 
No. Households 120 122 123 125 126 127 1.2% 1.2% 1.2% 1.1% 1.0% 1.2% 1.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 162 161 164 168 164 167 -0.3% 1.6% 2.4% -2.4% 1.7% 1.2% -0.4% 
NIEIR Employment 146 145 146 149 147 148 -0.8% 1.0% 2.1% -1.8% 0.9% 0.8% -0.5% 
NIEIR Unemployment 15.7 16.4 17.5 18.5 17.1 18.5 4.3% 7.1% 5.2% -7.5% 8.6% 5.6% 0.2% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.7% 10.2% 10.7% 11.0% 10.4% 11.1% 0.5 0.5 0.3 -0.6 0.7 0.4 0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 5.0% 5.5% 5.9% 6.3% 6.2% 7.4% 0.5 0.4 0.4 -0.1 1.2 0.4 0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 12.7% 13.0% 13.7% 13.8% 13.2% 13.0% 0.3 0.7 0.1 -0.6 -0.1 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 16.1% 16.4% 17.2% 17.4% 17.1% 17.1% 0.3 0.8 0.2 -0.3 0.0 0.5 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.9 23.9 24.6 24.9 24.7 25.6 0.0 0.7 0.3 -0.2 0.9 0.3 0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.6% 26.4% 25.7% 24.2% 26.0% 24.6% 0.7 -0.7 -1.5 1.8 -1.4 -0.5 0.2 
Not In Employment (1) 37.2% 37.2% 35.4% 34.6% 35.0% 32.5% 0.0 -1.8 -0.8 0.4 -2.5 -0.9 -1.0 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 6,753 6,660 6,695 6,626 6,680 6,849 21,646 21,199 21,152 20,775 20,776 21,304 -0.6% 1.7% 
Taxes Paid 1,728 1,722 1,702 1,781 1,825 2,092 5,540 5,481 5,377 5,583 5,675 6,506 1.0% 8.4% 
Benefits 2,484 2,462 2,492 2,570 2,655 2,640 7,964 7,835 7,872 8,058 8,259 8,213 1.1% 1.4% 
Business Income 2,187 2,376 2,326 2,388 2,394 3,408 7,010 7,562 7,347 7,488 7,445 10,602 3.0% 19.5% 
Interest Paid 1,027 899 784 733 709 701 3,292 2,860 2,479 2,300 2,204 2,181 -10.6% -2.2% 
Property Income 1,844 1,753 1,753 1,785 1,773 1,936 5,910 5,579 5,537 5,597 5,514 6,024 -1.1% 4.1% 
Disposable Income 12,929 12,984 13,173 13,322 13,361 14,725 41,445 41,325 41,619 41,769 41,558 45,805 1.0% 5.1% 
    Rank 31 31 32 32 32 29 44 42 44 46 45 32   
Resident GRP (Local) 12,268 12,417 12,586 12,544 12,201 12,349 62,460 63,091 63,889 63,627 61,466 62,874 0.7% -0.8% 
    Rank 34 34 33 33 32 32 55 51 50 47 51 44   
Industry GRP (Local) 10,880 10,947 11,049 11,037 10,709 10,806 84,549 86,181 86,878 85,376 84,638 85,345 0.5% -1.1% 
    Rank 39 37 37 36 36 34 62 57 57 57 54 49   
Headline GRP 14,465 14,519 14,711 15,017 14,890 15,828 112,409 114,308 115,672 116,169 117,682 125,014 1.3% 2.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 71.0% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 17.9 17 
2016 19.9 12 
2015 19.3 15 
2014 18.9 16 
2013 19.0 16 
2012 19.2 11 
2011 19.4 8 
2010 22.8 3 
2009 26.7 3 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.0% 27.7% 26.3% 25.4% 
   Age 20-29 10.7% 10.6% 11.1% 11.4% 
   Age 30-54 35.0% 33.6% 31.8% 29.6% 
   Age 55+   25.3% 28.0% 30.8% 33.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -250 -258 -54 
   Age 20-29  173 558 404 
   Age 30-54  -179 -398 -790 
   Age 55+    2,063 2,352 2,381 
Average Annual Growth  0.6% 0.7% 0.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 61.9 8,419.9 33 
    Hi Tech 7.4 979.0 30 
    Info. Tech 1.8 402.1 35 
    Engineering 9.5 813.0 28 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 19.2 34.4 34 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.3 4.0 24 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.6 1.6 38 
    Engineering p.a. 3.0 3.3 20 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 16 16 15 16 15 16 16 17 16 16 16 
   Rank 49 48 49 49 49 39 34 37 39 40 40 
Rainfall (mm) 457 386 450 658 1,131 587 393 486 362 413 584 
   Rank 44 57 52 40 19 53 56 53 58 56 53 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 282 284 287 290 292 293 295 296 298 301 303 306 308 309 312 314 317 319 322 321 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 458 515 600 54 44 35 30.5% 30.8% 30.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 337 398 479 56 56 38 35.7% 33.5% 28.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 266 283 288 51 45 40 33.0% 33.2% 37.5% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 145 166 168 58 53 57 37.1% 40.6% 40.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 110 107 116 44 53 41 51.1% 47.2% 56.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 14% 15% 13% 58 44 54 61.2% 63.2% 57.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.17 1.38 1.31 58 44 54 61.7% 63.5% 57.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 127.4 124.9 162.3 246.1 272.9 279.4 292.2 58 50 4.2% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 69806 70174 85526 96151 105959 105454 118303 49 32 2.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.8 1.8 2.0 2.6 2.6 2.7 2.7 56 48 2.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 44275 51005 66287 59310 64074 65422 63822 48 50 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 30.3% 20.9% 17.7% 30.7% 31.4% 26.3% 26.1% 57 50 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 75.3% 52.4% 33.2% 42.1% 41.8% 35.0% 34.0% 45 40 -2.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 4.9% 6.6% 6.2% 6.1% 6.0% 6.1% 6.1% 45 54 -0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 92.1% 94.2% 90.2% 93.3% 95.8% 96.8% 9 4 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 40 62 -0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,716 636 656 710 648 696 628 556 -7% 
    Residential Renovations 959 293 316 309 337 309 306 335 -1% 
    Non Residential 952 451 378 345 676 737 323 262 -5% 
    Engineering 1,424 504 509 449 409 402 440 455 -5% 
    Total 5,050 1,883 1,860 1,814 2,071 2,143 1,697 1,608 -5% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,872 2,055 2,104 2,261 2,048 2,184 1,952 1,729 -9% 
    Residential Renovations 1,046 946 1,014 983 1,065 968 952 1,042 -3% 
    Non Residential 1,038 1,456 1,210 1,099 2,136 2,310 1,006 816 -7% 
    Engineering 1,555 1,630 1,632 1,431 1,293 1,259 1,370 1,416 -7% 
    Total 5,511 6,088 5,961 5,774 6,542 6,720 5,280 5,003 -7% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 41 35 30 28 33 30 40 42  
    Residential Renovations 49 59 50 36 31 46 48 53  
    Non Residential 44 27 30 31 11 6 39 49  
    Engineering 49 56 60 62 62 58 54 54  
    Total 54 58 46 51 36 35 60 61  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 306.77 17043.0 19 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 53.55 1584.2 3 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 25.43 689.2 2 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.257 0.133 16 
Rates per Population 954.14 706.4 14 
General Purpose Grants per Population 166.55 65.7 15 
Roads Grants per Population 79.10 28.6 15 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 117,802 129,281 140,790 145,891 146,854 27 28 28 29 30 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 213,778 223,523 239,877 245,296 263,400 27 28 28 29 28 
UR Income ($m cvm) 6,669 9,077 8,499 9,539 9,529 27 26 32 34 31 
POW Emp 107,045 116,349 125,356 128,679 126,612 28 26 29 30 31 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 191,835 197,665 211,612 213,345 223,984 27 26 30 32 30 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,962 8,100 7,330 8,151 7,985 28 21 32 36 31 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 33.2 32.8 32.3 34.5 18 38 44 42 15 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.2 40.6 35.4 38.9 36.2 44 22 62 60 51 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.5 32.7 32.5 31.9 34.0 24 38 46 45 14 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.1 41.0 34.6 38.2 35.7 43 16 63 62 53 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 17,615 17,381 15,581 12,622 12,979 17,191 17,233 15,526 12,491 12,677 
B Mining 402 414 942 1,351 1,361 492 530 763 1,107 961 
C Manufacturing 14,097 15,336 17,397 15,218 16,152 12,470 13,168 14,890 13,023 13,914 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,370 1,326 1,674 2,036 2,022 1,123 1,098 1,328 1,504 1,370 
E Construction 6,705 8,947 11,616 10,580 9,542 5,946 7,856 10,469 9,301 8,393 
F Wholesale Trade 5,444 5,283 4,725 4,618 4,547 4,568 4,459 3,962 3,801 3,376 
G Retail Trade 14,017 16,296 17,074 17,354 17,652 13,107 15,500 16,372 16,516 15,809 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,702 8,646 7,741 8,960 9,172 7,091 8,019 7,120 8,255 8,188 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,183 5,519 6,652 6,995 6,837 3,699 4,051 4,708 4,987 4,781 
J Information Media & Telecoms 2,183 2,298 2,249 1,950 1,924 1,986 1,921 1,806 1,531 1,383 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,692 2,710 3,601 4,024 3,978 2,633 2,575 3,018 3,407 3,237 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,138 1,290 1,439 1,539 1,540 1,039 1,161 1,251 1,368 1,255 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,966 4,594 5,117 6,311 6,327 3,375 3,772 4,057 4,963 4,492 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,584 3,439 3,550 3,966 4,008 2,407 3,078 3,130 3,429 3,130 
O Public Administration & Safety 5,324 5,197 8,113 8,957 8,887 4,681 4,414 6,552 6,981 6,351 
P Education & Training 9,149 9,878 11,274 12,830 12,982 8,107 8,826 10,160 11,459 11,204 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,972 14,115 15,427 18,705 19,059 11,550 12,893 14,435 17,611 19,078 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,352 1,769 1,692 2,163 2,195 1,228 1,491 1,398 1,821 1,897 
S Other Services 4,908 4,841 4,928 5,712 5,692 4,353 4,302 4,411 5,125 5,115 
Z TOTAL 117,802 129,281 140,790 145,891 146,854 107,045 116,349 125,356 128,679 126,612 
Z1 Hi Tech 7,391 8,160 9,030 9,743 9,835 6,280 6,523 7,172 7,576 7,167 
Z2 Hi Income 8,173 9,063 11,224 13,442 13,410 7,501 8,003 9,105 10,853 9,916 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 22,473 25,762 28,392 33,698 34,235 20,885 23,211 25,994 30,892 32,180 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.5 -2.0 -0.1 0.1 -0.3 -0.1 -0.3 -2.2 0.1 2.0 -0.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.3 -0.6 0.1 0.0 0.2 1.0 1.1 0.0 -0.1 1.5 1.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 -2.9 -0.1 -0.1 -0.4 1.1 0.8 -1.7 -0.5 4.0 0.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 7,339 7,707 8,130 8,535 8,844 8,824 8,790 9,087 9,385 9,437 9,597 9,736 9,783 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 24,900 26,019 27,242 28,386 29,198 28,865 28,567 29,374 30,086 30,036 30,322 30,526 30,427 1.7% 
  - Per Cap Rank 59 54 52 53 53 55 59 57 52 50 51 53 55 0 
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For most of the twentieth century the basalt plain west of Melbourne was 
known for its wealthy squatters but the declining price of wool has forced 
a gradual diversification. Intensive agriculture is well-established in the 
strip from Colac to Warrnambool while in the southern part of the region 
the Otway ranges are forested. The coast is graced by a series of resorts. 
The Surf Coast resorts at the eastern end of the region are within 
commuter range of Geelong and weekend range of Melbourne. At the 
western end, Portland combines a bulk port, heavy industry and tourism 
while Warrnambool is a major commercial centre with some 
manufacturing. 
 

Major centres: 

Colac, Warrnambool, Hamilton, Portland 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 150 150 150 150 151 150 0.1% -0.1% 0.2% 0.4% -0.4% 0.1% 0.0% 
No. Households 58 58 58 59 59 59 0.7% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 81 83 82 81 81 84 1.5% -0.3% -1.5% -0.5% 3.6% -0.1% 1.6% 
NIEIR Employment 74 76 75 74 75 77 1.5% -1.0% -1.5% 1.6% 2.5% -0.3% 2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 6.9 7.0 7.5 7.4 5.9 6.9 1.3% 7.5% -1.7% -20.6% 18.3% 2.3% -3.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.5% 8.5% 9.1% 9.1% 7.3% 8.3% 0.0 0.7 0.0 -1.8 1.0 0.2 -0.4 
Headline U/E Rate 4.9% 4.9% 5.4% 5.4% 3.6% 4.8% 0.0 0.5 0.0 -1.8 1.2 0.2 -0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 10.1% 10.5% 11.3% 11.4% 11.1% 11.1% 0.4 0.8 0.1 -0.4 0.0 0.4 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 12.8% 13.1% 14.0% 14.1% 14.0% 14.2% 0.3 0.9 0.1 -0.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.5 25.5 25.9 26.3 27.0 28.2 0.0 0.4 0.4 0.6 1.3 0.3 1.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 21.2% 19.6% 19.7% 20.4% 19.3% 16.1% -1.6 0.2 0.7 -1.1 -3.3 -0.3 -2.2 
Not In Employment (1) 32.9% 32.9% 31.9% 30.7% 29.0% 25.7% 0.0 -1.1 -1.2 -1.7 -3.3 -0.7 -2.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 3,348 3,386 3,247 3,160 3,339 3,448 22,322 22,542 21,647 21,026 22,126 22,953 -1.9% 4.5% 
Taxes Paid 926 923 930 963 1,019 1,220 6,177 6,147 6,202 6,411 6,754 8,119 1.3% 12.5% 
Benefits 1,150 1,173 1,213 1,175 1,175 1,138 7,667 7,810 8,086 7,820 7,786 7,572 0.7% -1.6% 
Business Income 1,480 1,473 1,642 1,737 1,746 2,541 9,867 9,807 10,950 11,561 11,569 16,913 5.5% 20.9% 
Interest Paid 491 420 353 327 320 317 3,275 2,796 2,352 2,178 2,123 2,110 -12.7% -1.6% 
Property Income 938 890 898 901 929 1,043 6,252 5,927 5,987 5,999 6,156 6,941 -1.3% 7.6% 
Disposable Income 6,828 6,875 7,043 7,049 7,223 8,235 45,525 45,769 46,955 46,909 47,866 54,815 1.1% 8.1% 
    Rank 54 54 54 54 54 53 26 23 21 24 21 9   
Resident GRP (Local) 6,868 6,913 6,886 6,827 6,740 6,849 72,729 73,575 73,888 73,775 72,676 74,963 -0.2% 0.2% 
    Rank 56 56 56 57 56 55 28 23 25 22 27 20   
Industry GRP (Local) 6,240 6,249 6,210 6,135 6,001 6,050 93,213 92,284 92,803 92,866 90,408 89,849 -0.6% -0.7% 
    Rank 57 57 57 58 57 57 43 42 42 38 38 40   
Headline GRP 7,776 7,805 7,756 7,807 7,748 8,740 116,153 115,265 115,912 118,190 116,730 129,805 0.1% 5.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 16.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 66.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 13.8 39 
2016 16.3 26 
2015 16.7 24 
2014 17.2 23 
2013 17.1 21 
2012 16.8 20 
2011 16.8 19 
2010 17.6 18 
2009 19.9 19 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.8% 27.5% 26.5% 25.5% 
   Age 20-29 10.5% 10.2% 10.4% 10.5% 
   Age 30-54 35.2% 34.2% 32.3% 29.8% 
   Age 55+   25.6% 28.0% 30.8% 34.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -154 -26 -271 
   Age 20-29  13 145 39 
   Age 30-54  -41 -197 -737 
   Age 55+    879 1,161 1,038 
Average Annual Growth  0.5% 0.7% 0.0% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 21.6 8,419.9 55 
    Hi Tech 2.4 979.0 46 
    Info. Tech 0.8 402.1 45 
    Engineering 2.6 813.0 57 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 14.4 34.4 48 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.6 4.0 38 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.5 1.6 41 
    Engineering p.a. 1.7 3.3 51 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 14 14 14 14 13 14 15 14 14 14 14 
   Rank 61 61 63 61 61 56 55 58 55 58 59 
Rainfall (mm) 535 651 612 742 919 699 568 820 527 538 817 
   Rank 34 34 38 27 37 48 39 13 39 49 30 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 139 139 140 140 141 142 142 142 143 145 146 147 148 149 150 150 150 150 151 150 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 703 732 885 18 16 11 46.9% 43.9% 45.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 506 541 685 24 24 22 53.7% 45.5% 41.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 345 349 371 22 24 16 42.8% 41.0% 48.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 148 158 171 57 59 55 37.7% 38.6% 41.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 123 121 139 24 31 16 57.2% 53.2% 67.9% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 13% 13% 11% 61 63 65 55.3% 53.4% 48.2% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.06 1.16 1.11 61 63 65 55.7% 53.6% 48.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 127.2 134.1 186.0 302.4 344.1 328.3 348.6 56 42 4.7% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 71084 70913 88864 98893 115456 115482 139641 47 12 3.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.8 1.9 2.2 3.1 3.0 2.9 2.7 49 50 1.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 45404 53351 66960 65883 70242 71438 68770 43 43 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 29.6% 21.5% 20.0% 34.8% 38.6% 30.7% 31.7% 53 36 1.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 90.5% 62.1% 39.1% 49.6% 52.1% 42.0% 42.0% 22 21 -1.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.2% 5.6% 5.0% 5.3% 5.6% 5.8% 5.8% 52 55 0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 93.1% 94.4% 92.2% 96.1% 97.0% 94.7% 7 7 0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 51 60 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,287 450 444 419 365 367 362 367 -11% 
    Residential Renovations 529 161 173 169 184 168 168 185 -1% 
    Non Residential 499 251 224 153 118 118 137 150 -18% 
    Engineering 562 272 298 267 242 237 273 275 -3% 
    Total 2,876 1,135 1,139 1,008 909 891 941 976 -8% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,914 3,016 2,961 2,789 2,433 2,445 2,401 2,440 -11% 
    Residential Renovations 1,197 1,082 1,152 1,122 1,226 1,119 1,115 1,229 -1% 
    Non Residential 1,129 1,683 1,497 1,019 786 783 910 1,000 -18% 
    Engineering 1,272 1,824 1,986 1,780 1,616 1,580 1,809 1,830 -3% 
    Total 6,512 7,605 7,595 6,710 6,062 5,927 6,235 6,499 -8% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 16 12 11 14 24 24 25 25  
    Residential Renovations 35 47 32 24 13 22 25 28  
    Non Residential 35 19 21 34 48 54 46 39  
    Engineering 58 51 48 54 51 48 44 43  
    Total 37 34 31 36 42 44 38 38  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 172.77 17043.0 46 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 23.86 1584.2 28 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 17.67 689.2 13 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.240 0.133 21 
Rates per Population 1145.01 706.4 4 
General Purpose Grants per Population 158.13 65.7 18 
Roads Grants per Population 117.08 28.6 5 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 58,175 65,520 71,764 74,331 77,408 53 52 52 53 54 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 106,446 113,278 123,258 125,942 134,908 54 52 52 55 53 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,477 4,789 4,766 5,305 5,251 55 54 54 57 56 
POW Emp 54,298 60,796 65,454 66,946 67,333 56 53 53 56 56 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 98,482 103,902 112,062 112,394 116,542 56 56 55 56 56 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,202 4,287 4,250 4,677 4,452 56 53 57 57 56 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 33.2 33.0 32.6 33.5 9 39 37 35 21 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.7 42.3 38.7 42.1 38.9 34 12 36 35 38 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 32.9 32.9 32.3 33.3 16 34 29 32 22 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.5 41.3 37.9 41.6 38.2 31 14 38 33 40 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 11,990 12,030 11,527 9,923 10,508 11,898 12,109 11,765 10,083 10,129 
B Mining 110 128 420 479 485 200 256 456 384 341 
C Manufacturing 6,232 6,905 8,044 7,482 8,110 5,563 6,210 6,904 6,368 6,794 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 518 546 780 956 993 543 563 715 867 1,051 
E Construction 3,354 4,345 5,334 6,432 5,613 3,255 4,192 5,218 5,807 5,227 
F Wholesale Trade 2,380 2,468 2,815 2,662 2,758 2,356 2,400 2,536 2,419 2,323 
G Retail Trade 6,450 7,609 8,126 7,724 8,193 5,865 7,026 7,524 7,290 7,304 
H Accommodation & Food Services 4,520 5,534 4,890 5,481 5,869 4,562 5,500 4,831 5,645 6,191 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 1,962 2,410 2,947 2,906 2,916 1,721 2,086 2,520 2,465 2,274 
J Information Media & Telecoms 809 749 777 784 811 703 603 591 646 626 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,028 1,009 1,168 1,343 1,401 932 878 966 1,003 982 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 520 675 777 786 835 530 626 693 651 648 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,782 2,186 2,457 2,900 3,063 1,485 1,743 1,909 2,197 2,132 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,038 1,691 1,755 2,050 2,151 1,099 1,629 1,588 1,888 1,835 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,440 2,271 3,526 3,840 3,977 2,182 2,049 2,997 3,251 3,079 
P Education & Training 4,412 4,886 5,458 6,047 6,423 3,579 3,971 4,518 4,937 5,055 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,821 7,164 7,893 9,111 9,708 5,258 6,322 6,989 7,978 8,140 
R Arts & Recreation Services 622 753 793 1,008 1,077 614 715 721 936 989 
S Other Services 2,188 2,160 2,279 2,416 2,519 1,953 1,919 2,014 2,131 2,213 
Z TOTAL 58,175 65,520 71,764 74,331 77,408 54,298 60,796 65,454 66,946 67,333 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,743 3,086 3,885 4,137 4,369 2,424 2,678 3,013 3,085 3,037 
Z2 Hi Income 3,265 3,871 4,899 5,751 5,999 3,066 3,434 4,058 4,474 4,301 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 10,855 12,803 14,144 16,166 17,208 9,451 11,007 12,227 13,850 14,185 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.5 -1.6 0.3 0.1 -0.6 0.0 -0.4 -2.2 0.0 1.6 -0.7 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.4 -0.5 0.3 0.0 0.3 1.3 1.5 0.0 -0.1 1.8 1.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.2 -2.4 0.5 -0.1 -0.5 1.6 1.1 -1.7 -0.8 4.0 0.6 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,935 4,035 4,222 4,540 4,849 4,814 4,727 4,851 4,904 4,841 4,889 4,966 5,064 1.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 27,724 28,320 29,450 31,402 33,229 32,669 31,857 32,507 32,698 32,232 32,596 33,044 33,563 1.6% 
  - Per Cap Rank 34 37 37 28 24 25 27 28 30 37 37 34 34 0 
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The boundaries of the City of Brisbane were drawn not long after the First 
World War to encompass the then city with plenty of room for expansion. 
With the exception of its north-west quarter, which is a water reserve and 
too hilly for urban development, the urban area has now overflowed 
these boundaries. It comprises a large and heterogeneous metropolitan 
region, roughly equivalent to the central and middle regions in Melbourne 
or Sydney. The region includes the rapidly-developing Brisbane CBD, the 
down-river port and adjacent airport with substantial areas of flat land 
reserved for manufacturing and logistics, though these areas are 
vulnerable to rising sea levels. The knowledge economy is flourishing 
around Brisbane CBD and supports large areas of rather hilly commuter 
suburbs. 

 

Major centres: 

Brisbane, Garden City, Chermside 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 1,110 1,130 1,146 1,162 1,180 1,196 1.7% 1.5% 1.4% 1.6% 1.3% 1.5% 1.4% 
No. Households 401 405 413 426 441 453 1.1% 1.9% 3.0% 3.7% 2.7% 2.0% 3.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 640 648 659 665 675 678 1.3% 1.7% 0.8% 1.5% 0.4% 1.3% 1.0% 
NIEIR Employment 608 611 621 626 638 636 0.5% 1.6% 0.8% 2.0% -0.4% 1.0% 0.8% 
NIEIR Unemployment 31.7 36.7 38.1 38.6 36.4 41.8 16.0% 3.7% 1.4% -5.7% 14.9% 6.8% 4.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.0% 5.7% 5.8% 5.8% 5.4% 6.2% 0.7 0.1 0.0 -0.4 0.8 0.3 0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 4.2% 5.0% 5.2% 5.3% 5.2% 6.1% 0.8 0.2 0.1 -0.1 0.9 0.4 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 5.8% 6.0% 6.1% 6.1% 5.8% 5.7% 0.1 0.2 -0.1 -0.3 -0.1 0.1 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 7.7% 7.9% 8.0% 8.0% 7.9% 7.8% 0.1 0.1 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 0.1 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.7 25.0 25.2 24.9 24.9 24.8 -0.7 0.2 -0.3 0.0 -0.1 -0.3 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 22.7% 23.4% 23.2% 23.4% 22.8% 23.4% 0.7 -0.3 0.3 -0.7 0.6 0.2 0.0 
Not In Employment (1) 32.2% 34.2% 33.7% 34.5% 34.4% 34.8% 2.0 -0.5 0.8 -0.1 0.4 0.8 0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 39,145 39,358 39,779 40,315 40,139 39,468 35,255 34,839 34,702 34,690 34,008 33,007 1.0% -1.1% 
Taxes Paid 10,723 11,022 11,163 11,964 12,060 12,006 9,657 9,757 9,738 10,295 10,218 10,041 3.7% 0.2% 
Benefits 5,269 5,333 5,546 5,474 5,424 5,221 4,746 4,721 4,838 4,710 4,595 4,366 1.3% -2.3% 
Business Income 6,723 5,437 4,744 5,357 5,588 5,475 6,055 4,813 4,138 4,610 4,735 4,579 -7.3% 1.1% 
Interest Paid 5,219 4,444 4,035 4,009 4,170 4,171 4,700 3,934 3,520 3,449 3,533 3,488 -8.4% 2.0% 
Property Income 11,532 10,901 11,109 11,424 11,657 11,883 10,386 9,649 9,691 9,830 9,876 9,938 -0.3% 2.0% 
Disposable Income 58,775 57,425 58,351 59,670 59,739 59,128 52,934 50,832 50,903 51,344 50,614 49,449 0.5% -0.5% 
    Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 10 12 13 13 12 22   
Resident GRP (Local) 68,783 67,664 68,219 67,299 65,661 64,706 87,421 84,760 84,415 82,327 79,457 77,987 -0.7% -1.9% 
    Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 14 16 15 16 15 16   
Industry GRP (Local) 85,430 84,169 84,490 83,135 80,486 78,649 104,160 101,893 100,643 98,217 93,512 91,590 -0.9% -2.7% 
    Rank 1 2 2 2 2 2 21 23 28 30 36 38   
Headline GRP 101,523 104,309 108,042 109,864 112,326 112,586 123,782 126,272 128,697 129,794 130,505 131,110 2.7% 1.2% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 13.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 3.8% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 9.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 55.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 8.8 56 
2016 9.1 56 
2015 9.2 55 
2014 9.5 54 
2013 9.3 55 
2012 9.0 56 
2011 8.8 55 
2010 9.8 54 
2009 10.9 53 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 25.1% 24.5% 23.8% 23.0% 
   Age 20-29 17.2% 17.8% 18.6% 17.3% 
   Age 30-54 36.6% 36.3% 36.0% 36.3% 
   Age 55+   21.2% 21.5% 21.6% 23.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  3,827 3,492 2,197 
   Age 20-29  4,781 5,435 4 
   Age 30-54  6,905 6,534 7,041 
   Age 55+    4,874 4,561 7,840 
Average Annual Growth  2.2% 1.9% 1.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 753.5 8,419.9 1 
    Hi Tech 87.3 979.0 2 
    Info. Tech 43.7 402.1 2 
    Engineering 68.8 813.0 1 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 63.0 34.4 5 
    Hi Tech p.a. 7.3 4.0 8 
    Info. Tech p.a. 3.7 1.6 4 
    Engineering p.a. 5.8 3.3 6 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 21 21 21 21 21 20 21 22 21 21 22 
   Rank 9 11 9 10 10 7 8 8 9 8 8 
Rainfall (mm) 733 860 1,099 668 1,812 1,244 1,093 486 1,340 718 670 
   Rank 24 25 12 39 8 17 11 54 5 36 44 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 839 853 867 886 908 931 950 968 988 1,010 1,033 1,058 1,073 1,090 1,110 1,130 1,146 1,162 1180 1196 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 975 929 865 7 10 13 65.0% 55.7% 44.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 646 665 667 14 14 24 68.5% 55.9% 40.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 562 516 464 7 8 8 69.7% 60.6% 60.3% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 233 252 266 17 17 20 59.5% 61.7% 64.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 142 141 130 9 17 21 66.0% 62.3% 63.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 17% 18% 39 33 26 72.5% 69.8% 76.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.39 1.52 1.72 39 34 32 73.0% 69.8% 75.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 212.0 221.6 274.7 449.3 548.9 536.1 583.0 18 17 4.8% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 76,930 78,584 89,121 119148 142109 132154 119259 27 31 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.8 2.8 3.1 3.8 3.9 4.1 4.9 24 20 2.7% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 59734 65149 78952 96245 106642 101508 85262 14 26 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 36.8% 28.2% 22.9% 33.8% 37.5% 31.9% 38.0% 33 27 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 81.1% 59.6% 37.8% 36.0% 31.2% 24.8% 26.9% 24 62 -3.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 18.4% 17.0% 17.3% 19.3% 19.8% 21.2% 25.9% 13 10 2.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 62.3% 56.2% 53.4% 30.8% 21.4% 15.9% 53 62 -6.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 28 34 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 8,561 2,907 2,938 2,773 3,215 4,110 5,361 5,460 67% 
    Residential Renovations 5,093 1,617 1,603 1,311 1,348 1,356 1,533 1,456 2% 
    Non Residential 9,532 3,176 3,509 3,167 2,932 2,461 2,452 2,321 -25% 
    Engineering 22,267 9,023 13,574 14,486 15,378 10,109 6,116 6,098 -49% 
    Total 45,454 16,722 21,625 21,738 22,872 18,036 15,463 15,334 -26% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,706 2,667 2,646 2,455 2,804 3,536 4,542 4,566 60% 
    Residential Renovations 1,610 1,484 1,444 1,161 1,176 1,167 1,299 1,218 -3% 
    Non Residential 3,012 2,914 3,161 2,803 2,558 2,118 2,078 1,941 -28% 
    Engineering 7,030 8,279 12,226 12,823 13,415 8,698 5,182 5,099 -51% 
    Total 14,359 15,343 19,476 19,242 19,953 15,519 13,101 12,824 -29% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 23 24 16 23 17 11 4 4  
    Residential Renovations 13 19 17 19 20 16 15 31  
    Non Residential 6 6 7 6 7 8 7 8  
    Engineering 10 9 7 9 9 10 15 15  
    Total 9 9 9 11 11 11 11 9  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 821.50 17043.0 1 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 23.25 1584.2 30 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 15.04 689.2 16 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.047 0.133 59 
Rates per Population 696.02 706.4 36 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.70 65.7 59 
Roads Grants per Population 12.74 28.6 44 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 412,298 456,879 553,464 608,857 635,469 1 1 1 1 1 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 735,536 790,239 959,348 1,049,113 1,064,087 1 1 1 1 1 
UR Income ($m cvm) 24,400 31,261 42,280 49,904 42,938 1 1 1 1 1 
POW Emp 495,853 578,565 734,319 820,176 858,712 1 1 1 1 1 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 894,870 1,013,079 1,280,553 1,421,611 1,443,317 1 2 1 1 1 
POW Income ($m cvm) 29,174 38,736 54,871 66,551 56,881 2 2 2 2 2 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.3 33.3 33.1 32.2 34 36 29 25 37 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.2 39.6 44.1 47.6 40.4 30 24 16 18 35 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 33.7 33.5 33.3 32.3 19 22 21 20 31 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.6 38.2 42.8 46.8 39.4 30 28 13 17 36 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,081 2,586 1,852 1,516 1,679 1,963 2,382 1,851 1,438 1,515 
B Mining 1,689 2,129 4,253 9,044 9,498 2,487 2,589 5,377 11,182 10,686 
C Manufacturing 38,507 41,733 50,887 41,874 39,182 52,628 62,104 80,757 68,818 63,289 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,789 4,017 5,948 7,462 7,690 4,683 5,873 9,061 11,562 11,232 
E Construction 23,322 24,872 36,899 43,266 44,239 29,259 34,221 54,080 63,737 67,208 
F Wholesale Trade 22,643 20,704 24,826 22,985 23,722 30,367 30,607 37,873 36,880 38,042 
G Retail Trade 43,884 52,190 55,220 53,291 57,583 48,176 60,934 67,406 65,272 71,928 
H Accommodation & Food Services 32,273 35,976 33,791 39,417 43,080 33,135 38,682 37,605 43,738 49,675 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 20,215 22,469 28,306 30,970 32,138 31,082 36,825 49,272 56,012 57,873 
J Information Media & Telecoms 11,184 11,091 11,193 10,772 11,180 14,773 14,927 15,593 15,223 16,100 
K Financial & Insurance Services 18,074 19,497 25,677 25,794 26,481 23,103 25,646 34,256 35,963 37,499 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 7,998 9,652 12,401 12,176 12,683 8,990 11,115 15,166 15,392 16,486 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 37,977 42,862 56,261 73,054 75,327 44,519 51,556 68,548 91,161 95,655 
N Administrative & Support Services 13,306 16,157 18,762 21,335 22,617 15,756 20,328 24,638 28,598 31,056 
O Public Administration & Safety 28,477 30,485 46,097 51,450 53,330 36,452 41,902 64,423 76,145 80,607 
P Education & Training 37,944 44,023 50,046 56,279 60,099 37,596 44,936 52,672 60,839 64,886 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 45,111 51,223 63,532 77,625 82,536 50,808 61,220 78,683 96,366 101,088 
R Arts & Recreation Services 7,699 8,340 7,903 8,997 9,608 8,496 9,723 9,435 10,999 11,364 
S Other Services 17,124 16,874 19,609 21,552 22,798 21,581 22,995 27,623 30,853 32,525 
Z TOTAL 412,298 456,879 553,464 608,857 635,469 495,853 578,565 734,319 820,176 858,712 
Z1 Hi Tech 49,276 55,185 73,038 87,057 88,671 61,262 71,072 96,656 115,766 118,837 
Z2 Hi Income 65,622 73,395 98,691 121,925 125,935 79,705 91,115 124,676 157,729 164,576 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 90,753 103,585 121,482 142,902 152,242 96,900 115,880 140,790 168,204 177,338 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.1 0.4 2.9 0.1 0.2 -1.7 -1.4 -2.2 0.0 -2.1 -4.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.5 0.8 0.0 -0.1 -0.6 -0.7 0.0 0.0 -1.2 -1.5 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 1.0 3.7 -0.1 0.1 -2.3 -2.1 -1.7 0.1 -3.3 -5.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 34,396 36,605 37,381 37,723 39,430 39,961 41,157 43,197 44,613 45,688 46,611 46,872 48,750 3.6% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 36,208 37,815 37,841 37,341 38,153 37,781 38,352 39,635 40,180 40,443 40,662 40,332 41,304 1.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 10 6 7 12 12 12 9 7 7 8 6 8 9 0 
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The Gold Coast region consists of a single LGA bounded to the east by the 
famous beaches and to the west and south by the slopes of Mt 
Tambourine and the Lamington plateau. Though Brisbane is nearby, 
transport capacity is limited by a series of rivers requiring bridges. The 
Gold Coast was developed since the motor vehicle became the 
predominant mode of urban transport but has already been retrofitted 
with a trunk railway to Brisbane. The City began with tourism and 
retirement but is increasingly a knowledge-economy centre in its own 
right. Much of it is low-lying and would be vulnerable were sea level to 
rise. 
 

Major centres: 

Coolangatta, Surfers Paradise, Southport 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 527 537 546 556 568 584 2.0% 1.6% 1.8% 2.2% 2.9% 1.8% 2.6% 
No. Households 193 193 194 196 200 205 0.0% 0.6% 1.1% 2.1% 2.5% 0.5% 2.3% 
NIEIR Workforce 286 286 292 298 308 311 -0.2% 2.1% 2.3% 3.4% 0.8% 1.4% 2.1% 
NIEIR Employment 264 265 271 276 287 288 0.2% 2.1% 2.2% 4.0% 0.4% 1.5% 2.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 22.0 20.9 21.2 21.9 21.0 22.5 -5.3% 1.7% 3.5% -4.0% 7.0% -0.1% 1.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.7% 7.3% 7.3% 7.4% 6.8% 7.2% -0.4 0.0 0.1 -0.5 0.4 -0.1 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 6.0% 5.7% 5.7% 5.8% 5.6% 6.3% -0.3 0.0 0.1 -0.2 0.7 -0.1 0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.3% 8.5% 8.8% 9.3% 8.8% 8.4% 0.2 0.3 0.5 -0.5 -0.4 0.3 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 11.9% 12.2% 12.2% 12.1% 11.6% 10.9% 0.3 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 -0.7 0.1 -0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.2 23.3 23.7 23.6 23.8 23.4 -0.9 0.5 -0.1 0.2 -0.5 -0.2 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.3% 26.1% 25.3% 24.7% 23.0% 24.2% 0.9 -0.8 -0.6 -1.7 1.2 -0.2 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 36.4% 38.8% 37.5% 37.9% 37.3% 38.5% 2.3 -1.3 0.4 -0.6 1.3 0.5 0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 13,322 13,581 13,956 14,464 14,667 14,605 25,287 25,280 25,568 26,033 25,838 24,994 2.8% 0.5% 
Taxes Paid 2,961 3,138 3,238 3,564 3,691 3,706 5,621 5,841 5,931 6,414 6,503 6,341 6.4% 2.0% 
Benefits 3,424 3,526 3,643 3,491 3,449 3,277 6,500 6,564 6,674 6,284 6,076 5,608 0.6% -3.1% 
Business Income 2,897 2,360 2,100 2,319 2,478 2,428 5,499 4,393 3,848 4,174 4,365 4,155 -7.1% 2.3% 
Interest Paid 2,173 1,834 1,652 1,633 1,719 1,720 4,124 3,414 3,026 2,939 3,029 2,944 -9.1% 2.6% 
Property Income 3,420 3,236 3,242 3,302 3,420 3,503 6,492 6,024 5,939 5,944 6,025 5,994 -1.2% 3.0% 
Disposable Income 22,280 22,068 22,599 23,251 23,610 23,537 42,292 41,078 41,402 41,850 41,593 40,278 1.4% 0.6% 
    Rank 18 18 18 17 17 19 41 44 45 45 44 52   
Resident GRP (Local) 24,929 24,323 24,606 24,389 24,098 23,989 70,471 67,806 67,902 66,425 64,582 63,065 -0.7% -0.8% 
    Rank 19 20 20 21 22 21 34 35 34 39 43 43   
Industry GRP (Local) 22,979 22,332 22,536 22,315 22,172 22,115 93,969 91,261 90,720 88,606 84,577 83,921 -1.0% -0.4% 
    Rank 17 18 18 18 18 17 40 46 50 49 55 53   
Headline GRP 26,534 26,846 27,829 28,689 30,004 30,391 108,503 109,706 112,030 113,916 114,454 115,325 2.6% 2.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.2% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.6% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 11.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 62.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 13.9 38 
2016 14.6 38 
2015 15.0 36 
2014 16.1 29 
2013 16.0 28 
2012 15.4 31 
2011 15.0 30 
2010 15.1 27 
2009 16.0 30 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 25.2% 24.6% 24.6% 24.0% 
   Age 20-29 14.0% 14.4% 14.8% 14.1% 
   Age 30-54 36.0% 35.3% 34.6% 33.5% 
   Age 55+   24.8% 25.6% 26.1% 28.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  3,109 2,865 2,212 
   Age 20-29  2,413 2,097 948 
   Age 30-54  4,552 3,493 2,736 
   Age 55+    4,388 3,521 5,607 
Average Annual Growth  3.4% 2.4% 2.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 240.0 8,419.9 12 
    Hi Tech 17.8 979.0 16 
    Info. Tech 9.6 402.1 14 
    Engineering 25.5 813.0 7 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 41.1 34.4 13 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.0 4.0 20 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.6 1.6 15 
    Engineering p.a. 4.4 3.3 10 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 21 21 21 22 21 15 21 22 22 21 22 
   Rank 8 9 8 8 9 54 6 7 6 7 9 
Rainfall (mm) 676 1,213 1,768 985 1,602 1,517 1,314 619 1,363 845 618 
   Rank 28 9 5 11 10 8 4 36 4 27 51 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 343 355 367 380 395 411 424 437 450 467 482 496 506 515 527 537 546 556 568 584 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 858 792 802 13 15 20 57.2% 47.4% 41.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 669 635 698 12 12 21 71.0% 53.4% 41.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 394 379 365 14 15 19 48.9% 44.4% 47.5% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 206 221 262 32 31 23 52.5% 54.2% 63.7% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 112 117 115 41 37 42 52.0% 51.5% 56.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 17% 19% 25 27 13 79.4% 73.5% 82.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.52 1.60 1.90 25 26 13 80.0% 73.6% 82.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 229.5 255.9 288.9 493.3 517.2 481.3 530.2 12 21 3.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 52,309 53,541 66,631 89,920 107557 107348 103205 66 52 3.2% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 4.4 4.8 4.3 5.5 4.8 4.5 5.1 5 17 0.3% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 52347 52812 61704 73815 77647 74115 64279 44 48 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 45.4% 40.2% 30.8% 48.3% 48.6% 39.3% 46.3% 12 21 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 73.7% 58.5% 41.4% 50.4% 49.1% 40.6% 44.6% 25 17 -1.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 33.0% 23.6% 23.7% 23.9% 21.8% 21.7% 22.9% 7 13 -0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 58.2% 59.6% 55.4% 52.8% 50.5% 45.2% 56 52 -1.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.2 65 10 0.6% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 6,232 1,143 836 745 981 1,367 2,024 2,569 133% 
    Residential Renovations 2,625 828 818 667 681 682 766 725 0% 
    Non Residential 2,660 1,493 991 635 755 934 1,141 1,008 30% 
    Engineering 4,898 1,776 2,652 3,034 3,304 2,242 1,364 1,338 -45% 
    Total 16,415 5,240 5,297 5,081 5,721 5,226 5,296 5,641 0% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 4,210 2,219 1,587 1,387 1,798 2,461 3,566 4,396 118% 
    Residential Renovations 1,770 1,608 1,553 1,241 1,248 1,228 1,350 1,241 -6% 
    Non Residential 1,790 2,897 1,881 1,182 1,382 1,681 2,011 1,726 22% 
    Engineering 3,302 3,447 5,034 5,647 6,053 4,036 2,402 2,290 -48% 
    Total 11,072 10,170 10,055 9,457 10,481 9,406 9,329 9,654 -5% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 4 32 43 51 40 23 12 5  
    Residential Renovations 7 11 11 11 12 10 12 23  
    Non Residential 14 7 13 26 24 16 9 11  
    Engineering 22 27 24 21 19 23 29 30  
    Total 15 20 23 24 20 20 18 15  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 460.76 17043.0 7 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 11.07 1584.2 51 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 7.37 689.2 34 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.040 0.133 62 
Rates per Population 811.70 706.4 22 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.50 65.7 63 
Roads Grants per Population 12.98 28.6 42 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 138,163 180,451 241,691 264,729 288,824 24 18 15 15 13 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 252,767 317,933 415,018 442,518 468,811 24 17 14 15 14 
UR Income ($m cvm) 7,367 10,633 15,876 17,971 16,313 25 23 19 20 24 
POW Emp 147,741 180,473 231,860 244,542 263,522 18 17 11 11 11 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 265,936 311,241 392,727 399,986 417,257 18 16 11 11 12 
POW Income ($m cvm) 7,600 10,181 14,626 16,021 14,439 20 17 14 17 17 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 33.9 33.0 32.1 31.2 10 21 38 45 49 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.1 33.4 38.3 40.6 34.8 60 56 41 44 56 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.6 33.2 32.6 31.5 30.4 21 29 40 50 53 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.6 32.7 37.2 40.1 34.6 62 56 42 44 57 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,229 1,439 1,163 972 1,087 1,141 1,281 1,031 858 873 
B Mining 429 470 924 1,715 1,826 415 346 578 568 579 
C Manufacturing 12,770 16,470 24,727 19,145 18,130 15,066 17,823 24,845 19,185 17,763 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 672 932 1,400 2,164 2,243 661 870 1,259 1,965 2,009 
E Construction 14,314 17,686 31,223 31,191 41,241 15,061 17,560 29,290 26,567 33,886 
F Wholesale Trade 6,371 7,380 10,408 10,017 10,453 6,665 7,069 9,377 9,043 9,322 
G Retail Trade 18,838 26,074 31,945 32,349 35,113 19,834 26,103 30,986 30,704 34,682 
H Accommodation & Food Services 16,569 22,388 23,078 26,276 28,719 17,910 22,773 23,291 25,811 27,534 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,416 6,840 9,631 10,616 11,195 5,054 5,955 8,020 8,659 9,455 
J Information Media & Telecoms 3,126 4,067 4,675 4,741 4,972 3,437 4,044 4,455 4,320 4,396 
K Financial & Insurance Services 3,979 5,385 7,437 7,719 8,061 4,121 4,983 6,635 6,392 6,435 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 4,901 6,057 7,903 7,855 8,273 5,177 6,022 7,879 7,422 7,627 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 7,715 10,184 13,658 18,306 19,222 8,130 9,767 12,675 15,896 16,110 
N Administrative & Support Services 5,224 7,520 8,988 11,012 11,850 5,498 7,482 8,661 10,152 10,670 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,948 6,269 10,328 12,403 12,974 4,809 5,678 8,819 9,657 9,762 
P Education & Training 8,359 11,796 15,242 19,603 21,146 9,595 12,569 15,543 19,055 20,672 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,482 15,657 22,366 29,305 31,578 12,306 15,880 21,861 29,348 31,283 
R Arts & Recreation Services 5,174 6,134 6,706 7,894 8,480 5,815 6,546 7,088 8,106 8,863 
S Other Services 6,648 7,704 9,890 11,447 12,261 7,046 7,719 9,568 10,832 11,601 
Z TOTAL 138,163 180,451 241,691 264,729 288,824 147,741 180,473 231,860 244,542 263,522 
Z1 Hi Tech 11,266 15,373 22,515 25,079 25,749 12,671 15,400 21,659 22,665 22,542 
Z2 Hi Income 15,016 19,684 27,086 33,999 35,744 15,649 18,594 24,655 28,396 28,830 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 25,015 33,587 44,314 56,801 61,204 27,716 34,996 44,492 56,509 60,818 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.6 2.9 0.1 0.0 -1.4 -1.3 -2.2 0.1 -2.0 -4.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.6 0.9 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 -0.6 0.0 0.0 -1.1 -1.5 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 1.5 3.9 -0.1 -0.1 -1.9 -1.9 -1.7 0.3 -3.4 -5.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 13,092 13,664 14,352 15,270 16,123 16,245 16,438 16,709 17,145 17,761 18,453 19,141 19,512 4.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,878 31,291 31,888 32,702 33,481 32,762 32,478 32,432 32,545 33,062 33,805 34,452 34,373 0.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 19 24 21 23 23 24 23 29 32 30 26 27 27 0 
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The West Moreton region centres on Ipswich, which has long regarded 
itself as independent of Brisbane 40 km to the east. Manufacturing 
industry and power production were originally based on local coal mines 
and the region also attracted defence facilities. In more recent times 
commuting has increased and the hills in the south of the region have 
attracted retirees and horse-lovers. Intensive agriculture is practised in 
the several fertile valleys of tributaries of the Brisbane river. 

 

Major centres: 

Ipswich, Gatton 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 275 282 290 295 303 311 2.7% 2.7% 2.0% 2.4% 2.8% 2.5% 2.6% 
No. Households 94 96 98 100 103 107 1.9% 2.0% 2.6% 3.0% 3.4% 2.2% 3.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 141 143 149 150 152 153 1.4% 4.2% 0.6% 1.5% 1.1% 2.1% 1.3% 
NIEIR Employment 127 128 131 132 135 136 0.4% 2.7% 0.6% 2.8% 0.5% 1.2% 1.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 13.6 15.1 17.7 17.8 16.5 17.4 11.1% 16.9% 0.9% -7.6% 5.8% 9.5% -1.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.7% 10.6% 11.9% 11.9% 10.8% 11.3% 0.9 1.3 0.0 -1.1 0.5 0.8 -0.3 
Headline U/E Rate 5.5% 6.5% 7.9% 8.0% 7.2% 8.2% 1.0 1.4 0.1 -0.8 1.0 0.8 0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 11.9% 12.3% 12.9% 13.1% 12.5% 12.0% 0.4 0.6 0.2 -0.6 -0.5 0.4 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 15.9% 16.4% 17.0% 17.3% 17.1% 16.7% 0.5 0.6 0.3 -0.2 -0.4 0.5 -0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.7 22.9 22.7 22.4 22.2 21.5 -0.8 -0.1 -0.3 -0.3 -0.6 -0.4 -0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 29.3% 30.6% 30.3% 31.0% 30.5% 31.5% 1.3 -0.3 0.7 -0.5 1.1 0.6 0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 37.7% 39.9% 40.2% 41.0% 41.7% 43.4% 2.2 0.3 0.9 0.7 1.7 1.1 1.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 6,723 6,799 6,951 7,031 7,119 7,080 24,476 24,102 23,998 23,797 23,528 22,759 1.5% 0.3% 
Taxes Paid 1,407 1,459 1,504 1,597 1,660 1,649 5,123 5,172 5,194 5,406 5,485 5,301 4.3% 1.6% 
Benefits 1,651 1,668 1,740 1,792 1,801 1,769 6,009 5,913 6,006 6,066 5,952 5,688 2.8% -0.6% 
Business Income 991 842 694 737 811 784 3,610 2,985 2,397 2,496 2,681 2,522 -9.4% 3.1% 
Interest Paid 1,040 871 771 751 771 771 3,785 3,087 2,663 2,541 2,548 2,479 -10.3% 1.3% 
Property Income 1,378 1,311 1,372 1,408 1,462 1,502 5,016 4,649 4,738 4,765 4,833 4,828 0.7% 3.3% 
Disposable Income 10,325 10,341 10,630 10,875 11,058 11,118 37,591 36,658 36,698 36,804 36,549 35,742 1.7% 1.1% 
    Rank 41 40 39 40 39 40 62 62 63 63 64 66   
Resident GRP (Local) 11,591 11,368 11,258 11,112 10,849 10,568 64,513 61,871 59,919 58,207 55,705 53,173 -1.4% -2.5% 
    Rank 35 35 35 37 38 38 48 57 62 63 63 65   
Industry GRP (Local) 9,304 9,064 9,030 8,898 8,756 8,564 94,843 92,371 89,403 87,632 84,033 81,943 -1.5% -1.9% 
    Rank 45 46 46 46 46 46 36 40 53 54 57 56   
Headline GRP 11,878 11,948 12,252 12,431 12,776 12,809 121,079 121,765 121,295 122,426 122,615 122,562 1.5% 1.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 8.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 66.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.9 24 
2016 16.3 25 
2015 16.5 26 
2014 16.4 27 
2013 16.1 27 
2012 16.0 26 
2011 16.3 24 
2010 15.1 26 
2009 15.7 32 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 31.1% 30.1% 29.9% 29.2% 
   Age 20-29 12.3% 12.8% 13.9% 13.7% 
   Age 30-54 36.0% 34.9% 33.6% 32.4% 
   Age 55+   20.6% 22.2% 22.7% 24.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,476 2,245 1,738 
   Age 20-29  1,032 1,590 890 
   Age 30-54  1,707 2,069 1,674 
   Age 55+    2,050 2,011 2,980 
Average Annual Growth  2.9% 3.2% 2.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 42.0 8,419.9 41 
    Hi Tech 4.6 979.0 39 
    Info. Tech 0.7 402.1 48 
    Engineering 5.7 813.0 38 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.5 34.4 52 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.5 4.0 40 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 59 
    Engineering p.a. 1.8 3.3 48 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 20 19 19 20 19 19 20 19 19 19 21 
   Rank 16 17 16 17 20 12 12 16 14 15 15 
Rainfall (mm) 527 797 966 701 1,358 919 1,212 665 912 689 672 
   Rank 35 27 16 33 14 31 8 29 22 39 43 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 195 196 198 200 204 208 213 220 227 235 243 254 261 268 275 282 290 295 303 311 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 513 451 450 43 57 53 34.2% 27.0% 23.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 458 417 478 35 35 39 48.5% 35.1% 28.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 262 238 208 56 62 66 32.5% 27.9% 27.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 207 204 236 31 36 31 52.8% 50.1% 57.4% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 107 109 105 50 52 58 49.8% 48.0% 51.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 18% 20% 14 20 11 84.7% 74.7% 83.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.62 1.63 1.94 15 20 10 85.3% 74.8% 84.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 134.2 136.7 138.8 307.7 359.4 325.2 331.4 54 46 4.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 66594 66080 79974 95450 110180 104708 99436 56 60 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.0 2.1 1.7 3.2 3.3 3.1 3.4 43 39 2.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 53424 58085 68051 80452 89203 85585 74025 31 40 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 26.6% 20.0% 14.0% 30.0% 31.7% 24.7% 26.0% 59 51 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 55.8% 40.8% 28.2% 35.7% 36.0% 28.6% 29.4% 65 56 -1.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 3.2% 2.9% 3.4% 3.4% 3.0% 3.3% 4.3% 66 63 1.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 89.2% 92.7% 91.2% 88.2% 87.7% 80.7% 17 29 -0.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.1 24 21 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,477 721 568 533 541 620 721 909 37% 
    Residential Renovations 1,158 382 383 318 329 333 377 360 4% 
    Non Residential 1,861 602 355 346 380 471 559 472 39% 
    Engineering 2,662 1,311 2,005 2,140 2,221 1,506 953 924 -47% 
    Total 8,158 3,016 3,310 3,336 3,472 2,930 2,611 2,665 -19% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,270 2,695 2,067 1,890 1,867 2,099 2,384 2,922 27% 
    Residential Renovations 1,528 1,426 1,395 1,126 1,137 1,126 1,247 1,157 -4% 
    Non Residential 2,443 2,248 1,293 1,225 1,313 1,595 1,848 1,517 29% 
    Engineering 3,504 4,896 7,298 7,586 7,668 5,097 3,149 2,972 -50% 
    Total 10,746 11,265 12,052 11,827 11,986 9,917 8,629 8,568 -24% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 11 22 31 36 38 32 26 20  
    Residential Renovations 16 21 19 23 25 21 18 38  
    Non Residential 8 10 27 23 26 20 12 18  
    Engineering 21 17 16 16 15 18 22 21  
    Total 16 16 17 18 15 19 20 20  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 222.11 17043.0 35 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 10.47 1584.2 56 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.79 689.2 37 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.078 0.133 45 
Rates per Population 734.07 706.4 30 
General Purpose Grants per Population 34.60 65.7 45 
Roads Grants per Population 22.46 28.6 35 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 78,139 88,779 110,131 127,237 136,702 45 43 40 37 34 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 141,399 154,557 194,366 220,386 221,943 45 43 38 36 37 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,063 5,214 7,093 9,065 7,622 48 47 40 37 40 
POW Emp 67,246 74,173 87,400 98,104 104,507 48 46 46 45 43 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 117,431 124,186 150,367 164,032 163,803 50 49 45 46 46 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,378 4,126 5,473 6,779 5,618 55 56 45 46 54 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.8 33.5 33.9 33.3 31.2 21 29 15 21 48 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.7 33.7 36.5 41.1 34.3 63 55 54 41 58 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.6 32.2 33.1 32.2 30.1 42 48 26 38 57 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.8 33.2 36.4 41.3 34.3 60 53 52 36 58 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 4,738 5,702 5,257 5,327 5,842 5,658 6,319 5,531 5,293 6,030 
B Mining 645 561 777 1,249 1,356 464 394 499 605 620 
C Manufacturing 12,149 13,821 18,303 16,650 15,886 10,119 11,458 14,694 13,147 12,322 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 886 943 1,395 1,928 2,032 672 743 1,070 1,314 1,274 
E Construction 5,112 5,228 9,104 9,652 10,825 4,252 4,316 6,935 7,241 7,852 
F Wholesale Trade 3,804 4,497 5,093 5,630 5,981 2,385 2,704 2,873 3,113 3,255 
G Retail Trade 8,362 10,037 11,799 13,215 14,652 7,422 8,657 9,673 10,860 11,623 
H Accommodation & Food Services 4,121 5,367 5,075 6,920 7,796 4,112 4,976 4,657 6,558 7,087 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 4,467 5,358 7,762 8,803 9,426 3,081 3,639 4,787 5,148 5,489 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,216 1,223 1,157 1,239 1,329 678 698 626 614 661 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,709 1,793 2,313 2,741 2,941 1,033 1,016 1,226 1,424 1,535 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,067 1,175 1,713 1,945 2,093 966 1,050 1,432 1,504 1,639 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,206 3,130 4,253 5,959 6,386 2,475 2,343 3,003 3,679 3,921 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,839 2,636 2,878 3,827 4,211 1,338 1,876 1,953 2,614 2,928 
O Public Administration & Safety 6,775 6,574 8,979 11,694 12,481 6,103 5,456 7,033 8,714 9,282 
P Education & Training 5,789 6,787 7,681 9,622 10,622 6,626 7,687 8,581 10,333 11,483 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 7,917 9,183 11,308 14,311 15,770 6,646 7,467 9,187 11,470 12,634 
R Arts & Recreation Services 888 1,141 1,001 1,355 1,480 714 860 778 1,020 1,143 
S Other Services 3,450 3,624 4,284 5,169 5,594 2,502 2,513 2,860 3,451 3,727 
Z TOTAL 78,139 88,779 110,131 127,237 136,702 67,246 74,173 87,400 98,104 104,507 
Z1 Hi Tech 6,806 6,649 9,371 10,641 11,018 4,750 4,659 6,227 6,241 6,463 
Z2 Hi Income 6,354 6,396 8,625 11,812 12,696 4,429 4,255 5,435 6,753 7,215 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 14,593 17,111 19,990 25,289 27,872 13,986 16,015 18,546 22,823 25,261 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 0.5 2.4 0.1 -0.1 -1.1 -1.0 -2.2 0.3 -1.5 -3.5 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 0.7 1.2 0.0 0.1 -1.7 -1.7 0.0 0.0 -2.4 -2.8 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.5 1.3 3.5 -0.1 -0.1 -2.6 -2.7 -1.7 0.3 -3.9 -6.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,975 5,281 5,695 6,064 6,454 6,482 6,602 6,847 6,934 6,989 7,148 7,366 7,805 3.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 23,359 23,952 25,072 25,794 26,523 25,560 25,282 25,576 25,246 24,774 24,677 24,930 25,796 0.8% 
  - Per Cap Rank 64 66 64 63 65 65 65 66 66 66 67 67 67 0 
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The suburbs between Brisbane and the Gold Coast are pleasantly hilly, 
with flat areas chiefly along the Logan River. The hills are eminently suited 
to residential development and have become commuter suburbs but 
there has been some decentralisation of manufacturing, logistics and 
knowledge-based business. To the east, the region includes the Moreton 
Bay islands, which have somehow avoided conversion to tourist resorts. It 
also includes patches of remnant agriculture and water reserves. 

 

Major centres: 

Beenleigh, Cleveland, Browns Plains 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 440 448 453 459 466 472 1.8% 1.3% 1.2% 1.5% 1.4% 1.4% 1.5% 
No. Households 147 149 152 155 158 162 1.5% 1.5% 2.1% 2.5% 2.5% 1.7% 2.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 239 236 235 231 234 237 -1.4% -0.5% -1.7% 1.2% 1.5% -1.2% 1.4% 
NIEIR Employment 216 213 212 208 211 214 -1.0% -0.5% -2.3% 1.8% 1.2% -1.3% 1.5% 
NIEIR Unemployment 23.7 22.5 22.4 23.1 22.2 23.3 -4.9% -0.4% 3.1% -3.9% 4.9% -0.8% 0.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.9% 9.5% 9.5% 10.0% 9.5% 9.8% -0.4 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.3 0.0 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 6.6% 6.3% 6.3% 6.8% 6.6% 7.1% -0.3 0.0 0.5 -0.2 0.5 0.1 0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.5% 9.8% 10.3% 10.9% 10.4% 10.2% 0.3 0.5 0.6 -0.4 -0.2 0.5 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 13.2% 13.5% 14.0% 14.3% 14.2% 14.1% 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.0 -0.1 0.4 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.5 23.7 24.0 24.0 23.9 23.4 -0.8 0.3 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 -0.2 -0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.5% 28.1% 29.0% 31.0% 30.5% 30.0% 1.6 0.9 1.9 -0.5 -0.4 1.5 -0.5 
Not In Employment (1) 35.5% 37.6% 36.8% 36.9% 37.2% 38.5% 2.1 -0.8 0.1 0.3 1.3 0.5 0.8 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 11,753 11,659 11,428 11,446 11,524 11,668 26,723 26,048 25,205 24,955 24,743 24,710 -0.9% 1.0% 
Taxes Paid 2,420 2,447 2,443 2,585 2,652 2,685 5,503 5,467 5,388 5,637 5,695 5,687 2.2% 1.9% 
Benefits 2,525 2,550 2,662 2,612 2,574 2,472 5,740 5,697 5,871 5,695 5,528 5,235 1.1% -2.7% 
Business Income 1,620 1,274 1,117 1,225 1,307 1,314 3,684 2,847 2,463 2,672 2,805 2,782 -8.9% 3.5% 
Interest Paid 1,899 1,595 1,388 1,339 1,368 1,369 4,318 3,563 3,062 2,920 2,937 2,898 -11.0% 1.1% 
Property Income 2,053 1,885 1,885 1,905 1,964 2,043 4,667 4,212 4,157 4,154 4,217 4,327 -2.5% 3.6% 
Disposable Income 16,990 16,640 16,606 16,737 16,860 17,182 38,629 37,178 36,625 36,492 36,202 36,388 -0.5% 1.3% 
    Rank 25 25 25 26 26 27 55 58 64 65 65 65   
Resident GRP (Local) 19,735 19,246 19,095 18,772 18,200 17,658 67,216 64,776 63,785 62,389 59,849 57,769 -1.7% -3.0% 
    Rank 25 25 25 25 25 25 39 46 51 53 56 58   
Industry GRP (Local) 13,410 12,953 12,933 12,770 12,518 12,309 94,499 92,480 91,777 91,216 88,104 86,154 -1.6% -1.8% 
    Rank 27 30 30 29 27 28 39 39 45 45 46 46   
Headline GRP 14,501 14,538 14,822 15,212 15,665 15,635 102,188 103,802 105,184 108,653 110,250 109,437 1.6% 1.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 15.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 67.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.4 34 
2016 15.3 33 
2015 15.6 33 
2014 16.0 30 
2013 15.3 33 
2012 14.9 34 
2011 14.6 34 
2010 14.0 34 
2009 14.4 41 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 32.0% 30.4% 29.2% 27.9% 
   Age 20-29 13.2% 13.4% 13.9% 13.6% 
   Age 30-54 37.2% 35.5% 33.9% 32.5% 
   Age 55+   17.6% 20.7% 22.9% 26.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,242 1,536 669 
   Age 20-29  1,151 1,569 662 
   Age 30-54  1,634 1,582 812 
   Age 55+    3,897 3,675 4,334 
Average Annual Growth  2.1% 2.0% 1.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 112.3 8,419.9 25 
    Hi Tech 11.1 979.0 27 
    Info. Tech 4.6 402.1 21 
    Engineering 12.6 813.0 26 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 23.8 34.4 25 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.4 4.0 23 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.0 1.6 20 
    Engineering p.a. 2.7 3.3 28 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 20 20 21 21 20 18 19 16 17 20 21 
   Rank 14 14 12 11 12 15 15 40 32 13 13 
Rainfall (mm) 843 1,141 1,826 1,059 2,017 1,678 1,371 768 1,548 822 689 
   Rank 22 12 4 9 5 3 3 20 3 29 40 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 333 337 344 350 358 367 375 383 390 398 407 417 424 431 440 448 453 459 466 472 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 568 503 517 30 46 45 37.8% 30.1% 26.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 532 493 576 21 21 29 56.4% 41.5% 34.6% 
    Value of Financial Assets 274 247 218 43 56 63 34.0% 29.0% 28.3% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 239 238 276 16 21 18 60.9% 58.2% 67.3% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 115 110 106 36 49 56 53.2% 48.3% 52.1% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 21% 20% 22% 6 3 3 89.8% 84.1% 93.6% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.72 1.83 2.18 6 3 2 90.4% 84.2% 95.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 176.1 182.8 199.3 367.8 437.0 399.4 419.8 33 32 4.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 73310 72893 80667 100549 115994 104105 100754 41 57 1.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.4 2.5 2.5 3.7 3.8 3.8 4.2 29 28 2.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 34524 37855 44123 52405 58028 54001 46030 66 66 0.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 54.1% 40.8% 30.1% 52.0% 56.6% 46.1% 52.0% 10 12 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 88.5% 64.5% 44.4% 56.7% 57.3% 50.2% 56.1% 20 5 -0.7% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 4.2% 3.3% 3.4% 3.9% 3.3% 4.0% 5.0% 64 62 2.0% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 80.7% 85.4% 74.7% 70.7% 80.3% 79.8% 37 30 -0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 18 18 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,118 844 660 494 548 787 912 859 50% 
    Residential Renovations 1,836 589 585 481 491 490 550 520 0% 
    Non Residential 1,107 276 260 268 274 221 231 189 -20% 
    Engineering 1,984 752 1,065 1,167 1,250 845 511 484 -47% 
    Total 7,046 2,460 2,570 2,409 2,562 2,344 2,204 2,051 -12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,702 1,956 1,502 1,103 1,209 1,717 1,959 1,818 44% 
    Residential Renovations 1,472 1,365 1,330 1,074 1,082 1,068 1,180 1,101 -4% 
    Non Residential 890 640 590 598 604 483 496 400 -23% 
    Engineering 1,589 1,744 2,421 2,608 2,756 1,843 1,097 1,024 -49% 
    Total 5,652 5,706 5,843 5,383 5,651 5,110 4,733 4,344 -16% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 45 38 45 60 61 46 39 41  
    Residential Renovations 18 23 25 27 28 26 20 47  
    Non Residential 50 67 64 59 61 67 67 67  
    Engineering 49 53 41 42 32 44 62 61  
    Total 49 61 50 58 50 61 65 67  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 269.08 17043.0 23 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 9.20 1584.2 58 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.56 689.2 38 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.059 0.133 52 
Rates per Population 577.77 706.4 54 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.75 65.7 58 
Roads Grants per Population 14.09 28.6 39 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 145,775 164,457 199,116 215,986 217,078 22 22 19 19 21 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 264,815 290,701 348,822 372,778 374,881 21 22 19 19 20 
UR Income ($m cvm) 7,594 9,339 12,720 15,514 13,195 24 25 25 24 25 
POW Emp 101,052 108,860 128,084 141,908 142,867 30 30 27 26 26 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 171,418 177,181 213,148 228,600 226,523 32 31 29 29 28 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,892 5,818 7,698 9,189 7,845 37 34 29 32 33 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 34.0 33.7 33.2 33.2 16 18 17 24 23 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.7 32.1 36.5 41.6 35.2 64 62 55 38 54 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.6 31.3 32.0 31.0 30.5 60 61 51 55 52 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.5 32.8 36.1 40.2 34.6 63 55 56 41 56 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,369 2,204 1,906 1,335 1,432 1,959 1,827 1,439 1,187 1,771 
B Mining 638 709 1,131 1,862 1,909 329 348 436 456 428 
C Manufacturing 19,942 23,994 29,326 26,836 24,164 11,274 12,008 14,662 13,480 11,820 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,107 1,402 1,896 2,586 2,572 540 629 845 1,262 1,143 
E Construction 13,601 15,080 21,972 22,237 21,879 9,625 9,978 15,048 15,860 16,639 
F Wholesale Trade 10,132 9,983 11,652 11,776 11,756 5,957 5,491 6,368 5,941 5,896 
G Retail Trade 18,856 22,638 24,618 24,897 25,947 16,781 19,209 20,845 21,913 21,549 
H Accommodation & Food Services 9,611 10,429 10,798 11,462 12,159 8,860 9,487 9,045 10,178 10,647 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 9,164 10,671 13,071 15,590 15,657 4,276 4,547 5,117 5,950 5,913 
J Information Media & Telecoms 2,887 2,796 2,761 2,721 2,742 1,337 1,316 1,273 1,308 1,293 
K Financial & Insurance Services 4,528 4,635 5,768 5,986 5,983 2,228 2,198 2,726 2,529 2,449 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,801 2,862 4,115 3,640 3,674 2,240 2,297 3,053 2,860 2,830 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 7,533 7,914 9,847 12,440 12,507 4,229 4,244 5,182 6,755 6,578 
N Administrative & Support Services 4,533 6,117 6,672 7,859 8,100 3,406 4,454 4,617 5,853 5,997 
O Public Administration & Safety 7,309 7,777 11,094 12,996 13,061 3,767 3,776 5,364 6,163 6,019 
P Education & Training 9,224 10,729 12,681 15,003 15,631 8,668 10,079 11,657 14,011 14,517 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,791 14,467 18,549 23,978 24,805 8,896 10,385 13,171 17,960 18,904 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,174 2,221 2,395 2,455 2,550 1,455 1,529 1,558 1,559 1,531 
S Other Services 7,573 7,829 8,863 10,327 10,548 5,225 5,057 5,679 6,684 6,943 
Z TOTAL 145,775 164,457 199,116 215,986 217,078 101,052 108,860 128,084 141,908 142,867 
Z1 Hi Tech 13,536 15,101 19,542 21,328 20,763 7,082 7,218 9,292 10,723 10,242 
Z2 Hi Income 14,719 15,499 20,108 24,193 24,347 8,138 8,231 10,351 12,049 11,743 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 23,189 27,418 33,624 41,436 42,986 19,020 21,993 26,386 33,530 34,952 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 1.0 3.2 0.1 0.0 -1.0 -0.9 -2.2 0.2 -2.0 -4.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.5 0.8 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 -0.6 0.0 0.1 -1.0 -1.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.6 1.8 3.9 -0.1 -0.1 -1.5 -1.5 -1.7 0.5 -3.3 -5.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 10,102 10,504 10,426 10,798 11,599 11,852 12,261 12,778 13,076 13,317 13,483 13,668 14,370 3.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,927 27,457 26,741 27,131 28,472 28,406 28,934 29,634 29,731 29,754 29,738 29,801 30,855 1.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 38 44 56 58 57 60 54 56 56 55 56 56 50 0 
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Moreton Bay regional council covers the suburbs between Brisbane and 
the Sunshine Coast. The region consists of the coastal plain below the 
D’Aguilar Range. The plain is divided into segments by short but wide 
rivers, and the cost of bridges constricts the natural traffic flow 
southwards into Brisbane City. The region consists largely of commuter 
suburbs with some decentralisation of jobs and knowledge-economy 
activities. As a resort dating from the 1920s, Redcliffe has the largest 
concentration of pre-war housing in the region. 

 

Major centres: 

Strathpine, Redcliffe, Caboolture 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 400 409 417 425 435 442 2.1% 2.0% 2.0% 2.2% 1.6% 2.1% 1.9% 
No. Households 139 142 145 149 154 158 2.1% 2.4% 2.9% 2.9% 2.7% 2.5% 2.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 209 211 218 225 229 231 1.0% 3.1% 3.5% 1.4% 1.2% 2.5% 1.3% 
NIEIR Employment 193 194 199 204 210 212 0.6% 2.6% 2.6% 2.5% 1.0% 2.0% 1.7% 
NIEIR Unemployment 16.3 17.2 18.7 21.0 19.0 19.7 5.7% 8.4% 12.5% -9.3% 3.8% 8.8% -3.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.8% 8.1% 8.6% 9.3% 8.3% 8.5% 0.4 0.4 0.7 -1.0 0.2 0.5 -0.4 
Headline U/E Rate 5.1% 5.6% 5.9% 6.7% 5.9% 6.2% 0.5 0.3 0.8 -0.8 0.3 0.5 -0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.2% 9.5% 10.0% 10.1% 9.7% 9.5% 0.3 0.5 0.1 -0.5 -0.2 0.3 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 12.8% 13.2% 13.8% 14.1% 13.8% 13.6% 0.4 0.6 0.3 -0.3 -0.2 0.4 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.4 23.7 23.9 23.6 23.3 22.9 -0.7 0.2 -0.2 -0.3 -0.4 -0.3 -0.4 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.0% 26.6% 25.9% 25.1% 24.5% 24.5% 0.6 -0.8 -0.8 -0.5 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 35.8% 37.7% 37.2% 37.8% 38.6% 39.7% 1.9 -0.4 0.6 0.8 1.1 0.7 0.9 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 10,850 10,973 11,286 11,691 11,703 11,830 27,104 26,854 27,067 27,477 26,919 26,770 2.5% 0.6% 
Taxes Paid 2,254 2,344 2,439 2,695 2,733 2,767 5,631 5,736 5,850 6,333 6,286 6,262 6.1% 1.3% 
Benefits 2,560 2,619 2,837 2,792 2,767 2,697 6,395 6,409 6,804 6,563 6,364 6,104 2.9% -1.7% 
Business Income 1,358 1,102 942 1,115 1,168 1,153 3,392 2,696 2,260 2,620 2,686 2,608 -6.4% 1.7% 
Interest Paid 1,714 1,463 1,299 1,259 1,299 1,299 4,281 3,580 3,115 2,958 2,987 2,940 -9.8% 1.6% 
Property Income 1,953 1,856 1,911 2,016 2,066 2,155 4,878 4,541 4,583 4,739 4,751 4,876 1.1% 3.4% 
Disposable Income 15,817 15,853 16,551 17,252 17,302 17,622 39,511 38,797 39,694 40,547 39,798 39,878 2.9% 1.1% 
    Rank 26 26 26 25 25 26 51 52 51 51 55 55   
Resident GRP (Local) 18,057 17,833 17,875 17,673 17,125 16,727 69,239 67,373 66,509 64,758 61,646 59,679 -0.7% -2.7% 
    Rank 26 26 26 26 26 27 36 36 39 46 49 54   
Industry GRP (Local) 11,231 10,995 11,089 11,041 10,848 10,783 98,317 96,256 94,905 93,203 89,560 87,805 -0.6% -1.2% 
    Rank 36 36 36 35 35 35 31 32 36 37 41 43   
Headline GRP 12,362 12,551 12,969 13,416 13,873 13,958 108,212 109,880 110,998 113,254 114,528 113,659 2.8% 2.0% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 



SEQ Moreton Bay 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.163) 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 15.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 68.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.3 28 
2016 16.0 29 
2015 16.2 28 
2014 17.1 24 
2013 16.5 25 
2012 16.2 24 
2011 16.0 25 
2010 13.1 41 
2009 14.1 44 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.3% 29.2% 28.5% 27.6% 
   Age 20-29 11.9% 11.8% 12.5% 12.5% 
   Age 30-54 36.6% 35.5% 34.3% 32.8% 
   Age 55+   21.2% 23.6% 24.7% 27.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  2,453 2,738 1,509 
   Age 20-29  1,149 1,904 1,047 
   Age 30-54  3,114 2,997 1,548 
   Age 55+    3,884 3,519 4,213 
Average Annual Growth  3.4% 3.0% 2.0% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 83.0 8,419.9 29 
    Hi Tech 8.1 979.0 28 
    Info. Tech 2.9 402.1 29 
    Engineering 10.5 813.0 27 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 18.8 34.4 37 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.8 4.0 32 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.7 1.6 32 
    Engineering p.a. 2.4 3.3 31 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 21 21 21 21 21 20 21 21 21 21 22 
   Rank 12 10 10 9 8 6 9 9 8 11 10 
Rainfall (mm) 867 1,227 2,005 1,222 2,444 1,538 994 586 1,331 877 582 
   Rank 20 8 3 6 2 5 15 39 6 24 54 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 265 271 277 283 292 302 313 323 332 345 357 370 381 390 400 409 417 425 435 442 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 569 525 537 29 42 44 37.9% 31.4% 27.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 528 505 565 22 22 31 56.0% 42.5% 33.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 269 252 235 47 54 57 33.4% 29.5% 30.6% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 228 232 263 19 26 22 58.2% 56.8% 64.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 107 114 111 53 42 51 49.5% 50.3% 54.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 21% 19% 20% 4 11 7 91.9% 79.1% 85.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.76 1.72 1.98 4 11 8 92.5% 79.2% 86.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 165.9 182.8 199.5 372.8 434.0 402.3 419.5 34 33 4.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 66,000 64,559 76,879 94,771 113476 109317 105708 58 47 2.4% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.5 2.8 2.6 3.9 3.8 3.7 4.0 23 31 1.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 27584 29446 31350 35990 40363 37760 32363 67 67 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 62.3% 51.5% 41.8% 74.9% 78.4% 64.4% 72.0% 6 5 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 107.4% 80.6% 59.8% 80.2% 73.4% 66.0% 70.7% 4 1 -0.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 6.9% 5.9% 5.8% 5.8% 5.9% 7.6% 9.6% 51 31 2.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 89.2% 87.5% 77.1% 60.4% 71.8% 64.4% 16 45 -1.6% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 26 32 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,335 774 711 699 774 966 933 969 31% 
    Residential Renovations 1,683 559 560 465 486 494 558 530 5% 
    Non Residential 1,112 340 269 211 229 325 472 415 71% 
    Engineering 1,944 852 1,320 1,511 1,648 1,114 677 649 -46% 
    Total 8,074 2,525 2,860 2,886 3,136 2,900 2,641 2,563 -9% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,012 1,983 1,776 1,712 1,855 2,271 2,147 2,193 24% 
    Residential Renovations 1,518 1,434 1,399 1,139 1,165 1,162 1,284 1,200 -2% 
    Non Residential 1,003 872 673 515 548 765 1,087 938 61% 
    Engineering 1,752 2,185 3,297 3,697 3,953 2,618 1,557 1,469 -48% 
    Total 7,286 6,474 7,144 7,063 7,521 6,815 6,075 5,801 -14% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 15 37 37 38 39 28 34 33  
    Residential Renovations 17 20 18 21 22 17 17 34  
    Non Residential 45 64 61 64 65 56 34 42  
    Engineering 44 44 29 28 27 30 51 53  
    Total 31 45 34 32 28 34 44 49  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 225.21 17043.0 34 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 8.46 1584.2 60 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.23 689.2 42 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.065 0.133 49 
Rates per Population 518.03 706.4 57 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.45 65.7 64 
Roads Grants per Population 14.33 28.6 38 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 106,949 129,833 165,363 193,221 210,505 29 27 27 24 24 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 192,383 223,835 286,591 329,616 337,412 29 27 26 22 26 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,641 7,609 10,906 14,076 12,199 32 29 26 26 27 
POW Emp 74,849 82,472 97,915 114,234 122,806 42 43 43 37 33 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 124,807 128,416 160,184 181,186 182,495 44 45 44 39 41 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,493 4,156 5,704 7,250 6,254 53 54 44 42 47 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.6 33.2 33.3 32.8 30.8 25 42 30 33 57 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.3 34.0 38.1 42.7 36.2 58 54 43 32 52 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.1 29.9 31.5 30.5 28.6 66 67 56 57 66 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.0 32.4 35.6 40.0 34.3 66 59 59 45 59 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,501 2,658 2,200 1,893 2,204 2,580 2,593 2,088 1,787 1,936 
B Mining 404 458 1,015 2,018 2,211 234 158 263 345 353 
C Manufacturing 13,045 15,620 20,397 18,549 18,094 8,585 8,907 11,023 10,038 9,424 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 903 1,301 2,008 2,995 3,204 398 477 644 1,132 1,065 
E Construction 8,999 10,550 18,045 19,833 21,818 7,064 7,213 11,904 12,644 13,885 
F Wholesale Trade 6,167 6,278 7,479 7,635 8,209 3,751 3,319 3,708 3,853 4,240 
G Retail Trade 13,353 17,567 20,054 21,940 24,573 11,798 14,076 15,302 17,453 19,153 
H Accommodation & Food Services 6,956 8,769 8,495 10,899 12,438 6,529 7,696 7,049 9,371 10,425 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 6,442 8,076 10,937 13,042 14,056 2,522 2,862 3,574 4,130 4,383 
J Information Media & Telecoms 2,754 2,462 2,581 2,469 2,665 982 753 702 698 735 
K Financial & Insurance Services 3,554 3,795 4,949 5,786 6,203 1,424 1,316 1,657 2,172 2,227 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,997 2,378 3,404 3,552 3,851 1,520 1,646 2,231 2,250 2,369 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 5,893 6,748 8,600 12,092 13,055 3,171 3,117 3,810 5,401 5,601 
N Administrative & Support Services 3,176 4,363 5,129 6,460 7,151 2,256 2,983 3,076 3,761 4,093 
O Public Administration & Safety 6,751 8,276 12,344 15,143 16,320 2,875 3,158 4,520 4,730 4,874 
P Education & Training 6,765 9,159 10,896 13,745 15,414 6,248 8,001 9,151 11,602 13,119 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 10,484 13,581 17,913 24,402 27,170 7,868 9,131 11,595 16,015 17,288 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,495 1,875 1,740 2,253 2,517 1,037 1,159 1,085 1,400 1,625 
S Other Services 5,310 5,918 7,179 8,517 9,351 4,005 3,908 4,534 5,455 6,009 
Z TOTAL 106,949 129,833 165,363 193,221 210,505 74,849 82,472 97,915 114,234 122,806 
Z1 Hi Tech 10,043 11,348 15,634 18,793 19,724 5,908 5,786 7,650 9,113 9,172 
Z2 Hi Income 11,325 12,687 17,064 23,103 24,960 5,527 5,304 6,721 9,136 9,463 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 18,745 24,615 30,548 40,400 45,101 15,153 18,290 21,830 29,017 32,032 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 0.8 2.9 0.1 0.0 -1.1 -1.0 -2.2 0.3 -1.9 -3.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.9 1.1 0.0 0.0 -0.6 -0.7 0.0 0.1 -1.5 -1.8 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.5 1.9 4.0 -0.1 0.0 -1.7 -1.6 -1.7 0.5 -3.6 -5.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 8,696 8,835 8,964 9,546 10,403 10,760 11,289 11,960 12,401 12,996 13,757 14,373 15,173 4.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 27,794 27,345 27,022 27,705 29,100 29,046 29,601 30,663 30,977 31,806 32,993 33,780 34,901 1.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 33 46 54 54 54 53 50 43 46 40 33 31 24 0 
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The Sunshine Coast lies between the coast and the Blackall Range. The 
older towns along the railway line which follows the foot of the range 
were built to serve the region’s intensive agricultural developments, a 
function which they still perform though agriculture is gradually giving 
way to exurban housing. Over the past three decades the major urban 
developments in the region have been along the coast, prompted by 
tourism and retirement, but the cool, wet townships along the top of the 
range have also become retirement destinations. The region has 
ambitions to emulate the Gold Coast in a shift into the knowledge 
economy but is still at the beginning of this transition. 
 

Major centres: 

Caloundra, Nambour, Maroochydore, Noosa Heads 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 324 330 336 341 347 355 1.8% 1.7% 1.6% 1.7% 2.3% 1.7% 2.0% 
No. Households 121 121 122 123 126 128 0.2% 0.6% 1.3% 2.0% 2.2% 0.7% 2.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 163 164 170 174 175 170 0.8% 3.8% 2.4% 0.3% -2.7% 2.3% -1.2% 
NIEIR Employment 149 149 155 157 160 158 0.3% 3.8% 1.7% 1.9% -1.4% 1.9% 0.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.1 14.9 15.4 16.9 14.5 12.1 5.7% 3.3% 9.7% -14.5% -16.1% 6.2% -15.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.7% 9.1% 9.1% 9.7% 8.3% 7.1% 0.4 0.0 0.6 -1.4 -1.1 0.3 -1.3 
Headline U/E Rate 6.0% 6.5% 6.3% 7.0% 5.8% 4.8% 0.5 -0.2 0.7 -1.2 -1.0 0.3 -1.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.7% 9.8% 10.3% 10.7% 10.2% 9.9% 0.2 0.5 0.4 -0.5 -0.3 0.4 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 13.5% 13.7% 13.9% 14.0% 13.7% 13.3% 0.2 0.3 0.1 -0.3 -0.4 0.2 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.2 22.6 23.3 23.1 22.6 22.1 -0.6 0.7 -0.2 -0.5 -0.5 0.0 -0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.2% 27.9% 26.0% 25.5% 25.1% 27.2% 0.7 -1.9 -0.5 -0.4 2.0 -0.6 0.8 
Not In Employment (1) 39.1% 40.6% 38.8% 39.2% 40.6% 41.9% 1.5 -1.7 0.4 1.4 1.3 0.1 1.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 7,191 7,477 7,837 7,970 7,887 7,744 22,167 22,651 23,343 23,370 22,727 21,822 3.5% -1.4% 
Taxes Paid 1,542 1,631 1,745 1,899 1,931 1,893 4,752 4,941 5,197 5,568 5,564 5,335 7.2% -0.1% 
Benefits 2,752 2,823 2,869 2,770 2,738 2,594 8,484 8,552 8,544 8,121 7,890 7,310 0.2% -3.2% 
Business Income 1,697 1,365 1,244 1,391 1,475 1,428 5,232 4,135 3,707 4,079 4,250 4,024 -6.4% 1.3% 
Interest Paid 1,225 1,038 935 930 970 970 3,775 3,145 2,786 2,727 2,795 2,734 -8.8% 2.1% 
Property Income 2,133 1,987 2,047 2,174 2,223 2,287 6,577 6,020 6,097 6,375 6,407 6,444 0.6% 2.6% 
Disposable Income 13,500 13,490 13,994 14,325 14,286 14,148 41,615 40,864 41,681 42,004 41,167 39,866 2.0% -0.6% 
    Rank 29 30 29 29 30 31 43 45 43 44 47 56   
Resident GRP (Local) 14,007 13,738 13,982 13,856 13,436 13,350 68,639 66,457 66,895 65,637 62,779 61,563 -0.4% -1.8% 
    Rank 30 30 30 31 31 31 37 39 36 41 46 49   
Industry GRP (Local) 12,647 12,316 12,517 12,475 12,208 12,169 94,556 92,163 90,476 88,195 84,167 85,224 -0.5% -1.2% 
    Rank 32 32 31 30 30 29 38 43 51 51 56 50   
Headline GRP 14,143 14,333 14,964 15,408 15,830 16,068 105,738 107,257 108,161 108,929 109,134 112,527 2.9% 2.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.6% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.6% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 64.9% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 18.3 15 
2016 19.2 17 
2015 19.3 14 
2014 20.5 10 
2013 20.9 8 
2012 20.4 6 
2011 20.4 5 
2010 16.1 23 
2009 17.8 26 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.6% 25.7% 24.8% 24.0% 
   Age 20-29 10.2% 10.3% 10.2% 10.5% 
   Age 30-54 35.6% 34.5% 33.1% 30.9% 
   Age 55+   27.5% 29.5% 31.8% 34.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,622 1,135 926 
   Age 20-29  903 613 786 
   Age 30-54  2,279 1,359 420 
   Age 55+    3,444 3,391 3,964 
Average Annual Growth  3.1% 2.1% 1.8% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 109.8 8,419.9 26 
    Hi Tech 12.4 979.0 23 
    Info. Tech 4.6 402.1 21 
    Engineering 14.3 813.0 23 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 30.9 34.4 17 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.5 4.0 15 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.3 1.6 18 
    Engineering p.a. 4.0 3.3 12 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 

0

20

40

60

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

SEQ Sunshine Coast Australian Average

Population Change by Age Group 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

2002-2007 2007-2012 2012-2017

0-19 20-29 30-54 55+

TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 20 20 21 21 20 20 21 20 21 20 21 
   Rank 15 13 13 12 13 8 10 11 10 12 11 
Rainfall (mm) 2,238 3,368 3,045 3,934 2,942 2,351 1,779 859 1,607 1,157 796 
   Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 7 2 7 31 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 223 229 236 242 251 261 270 278 285 292 300 308 314 318 324 330 336 341 347 355 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 866 797 844 12 14 16 57.7% 47.8% 43.2% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 670 621 719 11 11 19 71.0% 52.2% 43.2% 
    Value of Financial Assets 386 376 373 15 17 15 48.0% 44.1% 48.5% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 190 199 248 38 39 27 48.5% 48.8% 60.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 104 115 111 56 39 52 48.3% 50.8% 54.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 16% 19% 28 38 22 78.1% 67.0% 79.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.49 1.46 1.85 28 38 16 78.6% 67.1% 81.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 198.8 227.2 258.3 481.4 497.9 466.0 507.1 16 24 3.9% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 52272 52651 65351 81123 102607 105151 98211 67 61 3.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.8 4.3 4.0 5.9 4.9 4.4 5.2 6 15 0.9% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 43154 44242 52169 63484 66095 63121 54528 58 61 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 47.8% 42.8% 32.7% 55.0% 55.0% 44.7% 52.1% 8 11 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 86.8% 68.0% 46.1% 58.7% 56.9% 49.3% 56.5% 18 3 -0.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 21.7% 15.8% 15.3% 16.0% 13.2% 13.0% 13.3% 14 22 -0.8% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 65.5% 73.4% 70.1% 64.6% 73.6% 74.8% 50 40 0.6% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.1 66 19 0.5% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,670 888 714 649 751 955 1,117 1,300 59% 
    Residential Renovations 1,661 530 527 431 442 443 495 466 0% 
    Non Residential 1,199 348 331 408 728 732 379 367 1% 
    Engineering 2,619 1,111 1,615 1,774 1,932 1,297 817 796 -45% 
    Total 9,148 2,877 3,188 3,262 3,853 3,427 2,807 2,928 -11% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,988 2,791 2,202 1,967 2,237 2,801 3,218 3,662 51% 
    Residential Renovations 1,801 1,664 1,623 1,306 1,318 1,298 1,426 1,314 -5% 
    Non Residential 1,300 1,095 1,022 1,235 2,167 2,147 1,092 1,033 -3% 
    Engineering 2,837 3,490 4,980 5,375 5,753 3,804 2,356 2,242 -48% 
    Total 9,925 9,039 9,827 9,883 11,475 10,050 8,090 8,251 -15% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 6 18 26 34 27 19 15 12  
    Residential Renovations 5 9 9 8 8 8 7 15  
    Non Residential 29 54 41 22 10 7 33 37  
    Engineering 26 26 25 23 23 25 30 33  
    Total 18 23 24 22 16 18 24 21  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 263.66 17043.0 25 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 6.81 1584.2 64 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.61 689.2 50 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.047 0.133 58 
Rates per Population 759.80 706.4 24 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.62 65.7 60 
Roads Grants per Population 16.17 28.6 37 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 80,504 104,113 138,390 148,758 158,094 41 35 29 28 29 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 141,725 174,867 229,669 244,775 254,402 44 35 30 30 29 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,103 5,696 8,326 9,708 8,631 47 40 34 33 35 
POW Emp 78,484 98,654 128,173 133,752 142,792 41 35 26 28 27 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 135,761 161,642 209,401 215,051 223,566 41 36 31 31 31 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,892 5,205 7,434 8,348 7,450 46 41 31 35 38 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.9 32.3 31.9 31.6 30.9 50 62 57 55 54 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.0 32.6 36.3 39.7 33.9 62 61 58 51 60 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.3 31.5 31.4 30.9 30.1 47 58 58 56 59 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.7 32.2 35.5 38.8 33.3 61 60 60 58 61 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 3,777 3,909 3,478 2,632 2,903 3,899 3,925 3,480 2,714 2,967 
B Mining 395 415 900 1,864 1,952 214 147 284 358 360 
C Manufacturing 6,499 8,102 10,730 9,209 8,582 6,231 7,371 9,565 8,036 7,287 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 551 694 973 1,589 1,626 483 618 854 1,320 1,299 
E Construction 8,672 9,706 18,316 17,933 20,638 8,118 8,915 16,465 14,970 17,195 
F Wholesale Trade 3,329 3,984 4,823 4,832 4,996 3,142 3,650 4,323 4,152 4,165 
G Retail Trade 11,101 15,419 19,155 18,793 20,120 11,152 15,279 18,750 18,179 18,984 
H Accommodation & Food Services 9,155 12,096 12,639 13,810 14,911 9,176 11,945 12,305 13,280 13,927 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,881 3,888 5,103 5,672 5,918 2,513 3,230 4,231 4,636 4,861 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,894 1,763 1,982 1,944 2,023 1,745 1,566 1,715 1,708 1,716 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,092 2,535 3,867 4,201 4,309 2,188 2,387 3,554 3,795 3,736 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,513 2,928 4,130 3,811 3,953 2,480 2,836 3,976 3,569 3,593 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,917 5,272 7,365 9,599 9,998 3,854 4,934 6,757 8,483 8,493 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,469 3,855 4,473 5,276 5,628 2,394 3,692 4,194 4,894 5,085 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,883 3,986 6,723 7,056 7,305 2,599 3,362 5,560 5,595 5,579 
P Education & Training 5,681 8,228 10,651 12,483 13,318 5,679 7,892 10,023 11,534 12,183 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 7,732 11,022 15,346 19,609 20,968 7,614 10,735 14,650 18,465 22,953 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,299 1,909 2,084 2,309 2,459 1,361 1,894 2,073 2,233 2,235 
S Other Services 3,665 4,401 5,652 6,134 6,486 3,642 4,275 5,416 5,833 6,175 
Z TOTAL 80,504 104,113 138,390 148,758 158,094 78,484 98,654 128,173 133,752 142,792 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,520 7,244 10,242 12,400 12,685 5,318 6,663 9,248 10,874 10,736 
Z2 Hi Income 7,455 9,531 14,018 17,956 18,652 7,249 8,661 12,280 14,616 14,590 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 14,712 21,159 28,081 34,401 36,745 14,654 20,522 26,746 32,232 37,371 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 0.6 2.7 0.1 -0.1 -1.2 -1.1 -2.2 0.2 -1.8 -3.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 1.1 1.4 0.0 -0.1 -0.4 -0.5 0.0 0.0 -1.4 -1.8 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 1.8 4.1 -0.1 -0.2 -1.5 -1.6 -1.7 0.2 -3.2 -5.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 7,875 8,175 8,457 8,934 9,450 9,430 9,570 10,012 10,485 10,962 11,456 11,439 11,915 3.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 29,133 29,427 29,702 30,607 31,458 30,581 30,494 31,456 32,323 33,205 34,121 33,540 34,335 1.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 27 31 35 33 35 36 38 39 34 28 24 32 29 0 
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Toowoomba is only 120 km inland from Brisbane, at the top of a short 
steep climb. From here the creeks flow at gentle gradients westward into 
the Darling Basin and some of Australia’s best farming country is devoted 
to intensive agriculture. Toowoomba is the chief commercial centre for 
the downs and a centre for agricultural processing. To the south, the 
region includes the northern end of the New England granite massif, well 
known for its orchards, while to the west the country becomes dry and 
pastoral. On the Darling Downs coal is mined to feed power stations and 
for export. Coal seam methane production is expanding rapidly, also with 
an eye to export markets via Gladstone. 
 

Major centres: 

Toowoomba, Warwick, Roma 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 263 267 269 270 271 271 1.3% 0.8% 0.5% 0.4% -0.2% 0.9% 0.1% 
No. Households 97 99 100 102 104 105 1.5% 1.9% 1.9% 1.7% 1.4% 1.8% 1.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 139 140 141 138 139 141 0.7% 0.7% -2.1% 0.2% 1.8% -0.2% 1.0% 
NIEIR Employment 128 129 131 128 128 128 0.5% 1.1% -2.2% 0.3% -0.3% -0.2% 0.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 11.0 11.3 10.8 10.7 10.5 13.4 3.1% -4.1% -1.3% -1.9% 27.3% -0.8% 11.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.9% 8.0% 7.7% 7.7% 7.6% 9.5% 0.2 -0.4 0.1 -0.2 1.9 0.0 0.9 
Headline U/E Rate 4.2% 4.5% 4.1% 4.2% 4.3% 6.5% 0.3 -0.4 0.1 0.1 2.2 0.0 1.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 10.5% 10.4% 10.8% 10.9% 10.6% 10.5% 0.0 0.3 0.1 -0.3 -0.1 0.1 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 13.6% 13.6% 13.9% 14.7% 15.2% 15.3% 0.0 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.1 0.4 0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 27.2 26.7 27.2 27.1 27.0 26.9 -0.5 0.5 -0.1 -0.1 -0.1 0.0 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 22.3% 22.7% 22.1% 23.7% 23.6% 23.1% 0.4 -0.6 1.6 -0.1 -0.5 0.5 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 28.5% 29.8% 28.5% 28.7% 28.9% 29.1% 1.3 -1.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 6,449 6,630 6,687 6,513 6,485 6,473 24,499 24,857 24,858 24,095 23,904 23,901 0.3% -0.3% 
Taxes Paid 1,570 1,674 1,674 1,687 1,781 1,904 5,965 6,274 6,222 6,242 6,563 7,031 2.4% 6.2% 
Benefits 1,891 1,925 1,954 2,167 2,327 2,411 7,185 7,216 7,266 8,018 8,579 8,902 4.6% 5.5% 
Business Income 2,229 1,933 1,681 1,823 2,005 2,313 8,468 7,246 6,248 6,743 7,389 8,543 -6.5% 12.7% 
Interest Paid 989 868 774 743 750 750 3,757 3,253 2,879 2,751 2,763 2,769 -9.1% 0.4% 
Property Income 1,273 1,220 1,190 1,171 1,216 1,279 4,835 4,575 4,422 4,333 4,484 4,721 -2.7% 4.5% 
Disposable Income 11,487 11,345 11,254 11,484 11,757 12,231 43,640 42,530 41,840 42,487 43,338 45,165 0.0% 3.2% 
    Rank 34 35 37 38 36 35 34 38 42 40 37 33   
Resident GRP (Local) 11,460 11,328 11,190 10,920 10,531 10,180 69,307 67,821 66,760 65,195 62,752 61,218 -1.6% -3.4% 
    Rank 36 36 36 38 40 42 35 34 38 42 47 50   
Industry GRP (Local) 11,607 11,453 11,280 10,964 10,538 10,196 88,359 87,058 85,355 84,842 81,273 78,548 -1.9% -3.6% 
    Rank 34 33 34 37 37 39 53 53 59 58 59 61   
Headline GRP 18,860 19,216 19,630 18,895 18,493 18,741 143,574 146,074 148,540 146,219 142,628 144,372 0.1% -0.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 4.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 18.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 66.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 19.7 9 
2016 19.8 14 
2015 18.9 18 
2014 17.4 22 
2013 17.0 22 
2012 16.5 23 
2011 17.2 18 
2010 14.2 33 
2009 18.7 24 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.1% 29.1% 28.4% 27.7% 
   Age 20-29 12.7% 12.3% 12.4% 12.0% 
   Age 30-54 34.3% 33.2% 31.8% 30.3% 
   Age 55+   22.9% 25.3% 27.4% 30.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  296 638 25 
   Age 20-29  158 445 -18 
   Age 30-54  376 354 -342 
   Age 55+    1,794 1,935 1,854 
Average Annual Growth  1.1% 1.3% 0.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 52.9 8,419.9 36 
    Hi Tech 3.0 979.0 43 
    Info. Tech 0.8 402.1 44 
    Engineering 7.4 813.0 33 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 19.5 34.4 33 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.1 4.0 51 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 50 
    Engineering p.a. 2.7 3.3 26 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 21 20 21 21 19 20 20 20 20 21 21 
   Rank 11 15 14 15 18 11 11 12 11 9 12 
Rainfall (mm) 365 534 497 547 759 659 473 397 500 628 626 
   Rank 56 44 45 52 49 50 49 62 44 43 50 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 225 227 229 231 233 235 237 241 243 246 250 254 257 260 263 267 269 270 271 271 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 480 480 475 49 51 50 32.0% 28.8% 24.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 389 421 432 51 51 46 41.2% 35.4% 26.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 264 259 259 53 51 51 32.8% 30.5% 33.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 173 200 217 46 38 41 44.1% 49.0% 52.7% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 116 112 116 33 45 40 54.0% 49.4% 57.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 17% 17% 49 31 36 67.4% 71.3% 71.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.29 1.55 1.63 49 31 35 67.9% 71.4% 71.4% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 133.0 138.0 143.3 260.5 302.9 308.8 302.7 52 47 3.9% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 76152 75463 91948 105790 115348 108453 114815 33 38 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.9 1.9 1.7 2.6 2.7 3.0 2.9 50 44 2.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 43650 55678 70150 68716 76949 72995 63657 39 51 0.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 32.4% 21.3% 14.1% 28.2% 29.2% 26.2% 26.6% 55 48 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 77.1% 49.0% 31.5% 35.9% 35.1% 29.0% 30.8% 50 54 -2.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.9% 7.2% 7.3% 7.5% 7.9% 8.4% 9.5% 40 32 1.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 88.5% 90.6% 81.5% 82.6% 67.8% 72.9% 21 42 -0.9% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 38 64 -0.4% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,357 502 435 507 507 512 436 387 -8% 
    Residential Renovations 1,302 411 415 341 350 351 394 371 1% 
    Non Residential 622 306 263 243 306 358 529 445 64% 
    Engineering 3,790 1,852 2,918 3,304 3,556 2,350 1,463 1,440 -46% 
    Total 7,070 3,072 4,032 4,395 4,719 3,571 2,821 2,643 -31% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,781 1,931 1,654 1,900 1,883 1,895 1,606 1,430 -9% 
    Residential Renovations 1,711 1,584 1,577 1,280 1,302 1,298 1,451 1,369 -1% 
    Non Residential 817 1,179 999 910 1,137 1,324 1,949 1,643 61% 
    Engineering 4,975 7,131 11,088 12,385 13,220 8,693 5,392 5,317 -47% 
    Total 9,284 11,825 15,318 16,475 17,542 13,210 10,398 9,758 -32% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 45 40 40 35 37 41 49 50  
    Residential Renovations 9 12 10 9 9 7 6 10  
    Non Residential 60 47 43 43 33 24 10 12  
    Engineering 16 12 9 10 10 11 14 12  
    Total 20 14 12 12 12 13 14 14  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 246.70 17043.0 28 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 65.34 1584.2 1 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 23.65 689.2 3 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.361 0.133 9 
Rates per Population 909.36 706.4 17 
General Purpose Grants per Population 240.84 65.7 6 
Roads Grants per Population 87.17 28.6 13 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 99,635 107,787 122,514 128,648 127,838 33 34 35 36 37 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 182,375 193,950 222,527 232,531 231,557 33 32 32 32 35 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,571 7,450 7,529 9,109 7,594 33 30 36 36 41 
POW Emp 101,332 109,698 124,067 131,361 129,807 29 28 31 29 28 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 183,986 195,289 223,705 235,645 232,541 29 27 27 27 27 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,640 7,485 7,591 9,256 7,611 29 26 30 31 35 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.6 34.9 34.8 34.8 6 4 9 8 11 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.5 38.4 33.8 39.2 32.8 48 32 67 56 64 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 34.2 34.7 34.5 34.5 15 13 9 10 12 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.7 38.3 33.9 39.3 32.7 46 27 66 53 63 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 17,407 17,584 17,079 15,062 15,226 17,092 17,488 17,114 15,113 15,723 
B Mining 621 612 1,413 3,166 3,104 775 781 1,586 3,584 3,275 
C Manufacturing 9,274 9,655 12,801 10,691 9,202 10,072 10,073 12,844 10,769 9,062 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 767 858 1,359 1,809 1,760 834 876 1,343 2,071 2,037 
E Construction 5,565 8,089 10,649 9,497 9,521 5,839 8,296 11,117 10,214 10,258 
F Wholesale Trade 4,243 4,697 4,632 4,841 4,745 4,352 4,770 4,646 4,851 4,683 
G Retail Trade 11,205 12,575 13,572 13,799 14,045 11,180 12,679 13,734 14,106 14,695 
H Accommodation & Food Services 6,253 6,998 6,183 7,617 7,893 6,228 7,025 6,256 7,731 7,928 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 4,850 5,238 5,886 6,589 6,477 4,826 5,169 5,772 6,572 6,463 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,409 1,447 1,173 1,229 1,218 1,482 1,501 1,215 1,215 1,190 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,084 1,956 2,900 3,019 2,996 2,310 2,282 2,955 3,122 3,037 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 997 1,090 1,496 1,649 1,639 1,039 1,156 1,532 1,689 1,671 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,187 3,596 4,118 5,281 5,251 3,267 3,669 4,202 5,389 5,285 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,667 2,195 2,060 2,608 2,665 1,632 2,156 2,044 2,644 2,701 
O Public Administration & Safety 5,973 5,925 8,598 8,884 8,679 6,081 6,011 8,642 8,850 8,544 
P Education & Training 9,202 9,476 10,449 11,822 12,030 9,108 9,509 10,466 11,884 11,982 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 9,978 10,677 12,658 14,945 15,218 10,237 11,104 13,056 15,274 14,861 
R Arts & Recreation Services 913 1,015 898 1,024 1,039 902 998 877 1,064 1,175 
S Other Services 4,041 4,103 4,591 5,118 5,128 4,077 4,152 4,666 5,219 5,237 
Z TOTAL 99,635 107,787 122,514 128,648 127,838 101,332 109,698 124,067 131,361 129,807 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,514 5,986 7,428 8,479 8,163 5,823 6,203 7,512 8,663 8,308 
Z2 Hi Income 6,627 6,927 9,299 12,547 12,435 7,088 7,497 9,612 13,203 12,700 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 20,093 21,168 24,005 27,790 28,288 20,246 21,612 24,398 28,223 28,018 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -2.1 -0.1 0.1 -0.3 -0.7 -0.9 -2.2 0.1 1.4 -0.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.2 0.4 1.0 0.0 0.2 -0.3 -0.2 0.0 -0.1 -0.8 -1.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -1.9 0.8 -0.1 -0.5 -0.6 -1.0 -1.7 -0.5 1.3 -1.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,965 6,038 6,048 6,334 6,689 6,456 6,424 6,838 7,217 7,537 7,776 7,908 8,199 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,136 25,100 24,853 25,712 26,743 25,415 24,998 26,321 27,420 28,256 28,908 29,259 30,223 1.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 55 61 65 64 64 66 66 64 63 63 60 61 61 0 
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The City of Cairns lies on the coast, with the Great Barrier Reef offshore. 
Inland, a tropical rain forest grows on the scarp up to the Atherton and 
Evelyn tablelands. The reef, the forest and the beaches provide the basis 
of the tourist trade, though sadly all three are threatened by climate 
change. Both the coastal strip and the tablelands are well-watered and 
fertile and support intensive agriculture, particularly sugar, though many 
of the former canefields and several sugar mills have been sacrificed to 
urban expansion. Beyond the high rainfall country is a vast area of 
sparsely-populated pastoral country, while to the north lie the islands 
which are the home of the Torres Strait Island peoples. 
 

Major centres: 

Cairns, Innisfail, Mareeba, Atherton 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 268 272 275 277 280 281 1.4% 1.0% 0.8% 0.9% 0.4% 1.1% 0.7% 
No. Households 96 96 97 97 98 99 0.2% 0.4% 0.5% 0.7% 0.5% 0.4% 0.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 148 148 147 144 145 149 0.6% -1.0% -2.3% 0.7% 2.9% -0.9% 1.8% 
NIEIR Employment 131 131 131 128 128 128 -0.1% 0.0% -2.1% 0.3% -0.3% -0.8% 0.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 16.8 17.9 16.4 15.7 16.5 21.1 6.2% -8.3% -3.9% 4.7% 28.0% -2.2% 15.7% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 11.4% 12.0% 11.2% 11.0% 11.4% 14.2% 0.6 -0.9 -0.2 0.4 2.8 -0.1 1.6 
Headline U/E Rate 8.2% 8.7% 8.0% 7.9% 8.9% 12.4% 0.5 -0.7 -0.1 1.0 3.5 -0.1 2.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 12.3% 13.0% 13.4% 13.3% 12.7% 12.5% 0.7 0.5 -0.1 -0.6 -0.2 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 17.1% 18.0% 18.5% 18.9% 18.6% 18.5% 0.9 0.5 0.4 -0.3 -0.1 0.6 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.1 24.4 24.6 24.5 24.3 24.1 -0.7 0.2 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 -0.2 -0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.7% 27.4% 27.7% 29.4% 29.5% 29.4% 0.8 0.3 1.7 0.1 -0.1 0.9 0.0 
Not In Employment (1) 34.0% 35.9% 35.3% 35.6% 35.9% 36.5% 1.9 -0.6 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.4 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 6,502 6,568 6,383 6,357 6,318 6,415 24,221 24,120 23,212 22,926 22,571 22,819 -0.7% 0.5% 
Taxes Paid 1,444 1,486 1,385 1,466 1,476 1,521 5,377 5,456 5,036 5,287 5,273 5,409 0.5% 1.9% 
Benefits 1,681 1,671 1,726 1,709 1,703 1,642 6,260 6,138 6,275 6,161 6,085 5,841 0.6% -2.0% 
Business Income 1,639 1,413 1,075 1,190 1,263 1,360 6,104 5,188 3,911 4,293 4,513 4,839 -10.1% 6.9% 
Interest Paid 999 849 744 717 738 738 3,722 3,117 2,706 2,584 2,636 2,625 -10.5% 1.5% 
Property Income 1,329 1,265 1,169 1,172 1,204 1,260 4,952 4,644 4,251 4,228 4,302 4,482 -4.1% 3.7% 
Disposable Income 10,779 10,646 10,218 10,307 10,340 10,619 40,150 39,096 37,154 37,171 36,942 37,772 -1.5% 1.5% 
    Rank 38 39 41 41 41 41 48 49 62 62 63 61   
Resident GRP (Local) 11,369 11,283 11,079 10,824 10,514 10,243 63,789 62,700 61,327 59,799 57,843 56,592 -1.6% -2.7% 
    Rank 37 37 38 39 41 41 51 54 58 59 59 61   
Industry GRP (Local) 10,987 10,804 10,534 10,232 9,935 9,679 86,199 85,240 83,347 82,736 80,406 78,875 -2.3% -2.7% 
    Rank 38 39 39 40 42 42 58 59 64 63 61 60   
Headline GRP 15,297 15,393 15,594 15,585 15,668 15,676 120,012 121,453 123,388 126,016 126,798 127,748 0.6% 0.3% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings. 
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 10.1% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 3.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 10.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 14.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.5 27 
2016 16.5 24 
2015 16.6 25 
2014 16.9 26 
2013 15.7 30 
2012 15.6 28 
2011 15.0 29 
2010 19.4 13 
2009 22.9 13 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.7% 28.8% 28.2% 27.6% 
   Age 20-29 13.3% 12.5% 12.7% 12.0% 
   Age 30-54 38.0% 37.3% 35.3% 33.1% 
   Age 55+   19.0% 21.4% 23.8% 27.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  884 1,063 377 
   Age 20-29  211 665 -49 
   Age 30-54  1,360 697 -338 
   Age 55+    2,007 2,297 2,546 
Average Annual Growth  1.9% 1.9% 0.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 38.6 8,419.9 44 
    Hi Tech 3.1 979.0 41 
    Info. Tech 1.5 402.1 40 
    Engineering 5.2 813.0 43 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.7 34.4 50 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.1 4.0 48 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.5 1.6 39 
    Engineering p.a. 1.9 3.3 47 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 25 25 25 26 25 24 25 25 23 24 25 
   Rank 4 4 4 4 3 2 2 3 3 4 2 
Rainfall (mm) 1,297 1,471 1,570 1,373 1,975 1,479 1,241 1,488 1,150 1,287 1,256 
   Rank 6 6 7 4 6 9 6 1 10 4 3 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 216 217 219 220 223 226 230 234 239 245 252 258 262 264 268 272 275 277 280 281 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 551 495 506 31 48 47 36.7% 29.7% 25.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 474 439 467 29 29 41 50.3% 36.9% 28.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 271 257 262 45 53 48 33.6% 30.1% 34.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 194 200 223 37 37 38 49.5% 49.1% 54.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 121 105 108 27 54 55 56.0% 46.5% 52.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 18% 18% 38 19 24 72.5% 74.9% 78.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.39 1.64 1.77 38 18 25 73.1% 75.2% 77.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 163.7 204.2 187.4 324.6 350.2 327.6 337.7 22 44 2.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 73053 74143 89355 111774 109350 99858 103830 38 51 1.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.3 2.9 2.2 3.1 3.2 3.3 3.3 20 41 0.7% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 44619 49649 57533 67520 67836 64592 55452 52 60 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 39.2% 35.6% 22.4% 35.5% 38.4% 31.5% 34.5% 18 31 -0.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 92.3% 65.3% 45.9% 46.3% 54.4% 46.6% 49.9% 19 12 -1.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 17.4% 15.7% 16.8% 16.7% 17.1% 17.1% 16.9% 15 18 0.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 69.8% 77.5% 70.2% 90.5% 92.9% 89.4% 47 16 1.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.1 33 23 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,120 419 528 368 342 421 418 389 -1% 
    Residential Renovations 1,310 408 403 329 331 330 366 343 -2% 
    Non Residential 1,477 431 416 322 179 175 199 178 -40% 
    Engineering 2,362 1,011 1,531 1,732 1,858 1,272 841 804 -43% 
    Total 7,270 2,269 2,878 2,752 2,710 2,197 1,824 1,715 -31% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,761 1,583 1,968 1,352 1,243 1,518 1,492 1,385 -4% 
    Residential Renovations 1,700 1,542 1,501 1,209 1,205 1,189 1,309 1,220 -5% 
    Non Residential 1,910 1,632 1,550 1,181 651 632 709 635 -42% 
    Engineering 3,064 3,825 5,703 6,361 6,757 4,586 3,006 2,860 -44% 
    Total 9,435 8,582 10,721 10,104 9,855 7,924 6,517 6,100 -33% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 23 52 35 52 58 54 54 51  
    Residential Renovations 10 15 14 14 15 13 14 29  
    Non Residential 15 21 18 27 59 62 59 60  
    Engineering 23 23 21 19 18 20 24 22  
    Total 20 26 20 21 22 24 35 43  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 206.72 17043.0 38 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 55.16 1584.2 2 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 11.20 689.2 25 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.321 0.133 11 
Rates per Population 738.52 706.4 28 
General Purpose Grants per Population 197.07 65.7 10 
Roads Grants per Population 40.03 28.6 29 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 103,839 107,817 126,969 130,908 129,392 32 33 31 34 35 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 190,017 192,369 226,001 231,624 229,009 31 33 31 34 36 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,395 6,041 8,441 8,850 7,575 35 37 33 38 42 
POW Emp 98,591 104,801 124,929 127,459 122,709 32 31 30 31 34 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 178,219 184,318 219,970 222,580 214,502 30 29 28 30 32 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,012 5,778 8,154 8,468 7,011 35 35 28 34 42 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.3 34.2 34.0 34.0 8 10 13 14 17 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.4 31.4 37.4 38.2 33.1 65 65 48 64 63 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.8 33.8 33.9 33.6 33.6 17 19 17 17 17 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.1 31.4 37.1 38.0 32.7 64 66 46 63 64 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 9,287 8,814 7,875 6,953 7,075 9,071 8,778 7,821 7,063 7,250 
B Mining 1,943 1,277 1,790 2,912 3,039 1,396 894 1,104 1,790 1,563 
C Manufacturing 7,258 7,076 8,750 6,991 6,204 7,081 7,133 8,493 6,683 5,847 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 741 937 1,419 1,626 1,609 842 951 1,393 1,434 1,379 
E Construction 7,535 6,451 12,331 13,762 10,996 6,918 6,247 12,197 13,153 10,610 
F Wholesale Trade 3,759 3,698 3,816 3,787 3,807 3,444 3,484 3,686 3,708 3,712 
G Retail Trade 11,582 13,562 14,667 14,037 14,578 10,622 13,025 14,487 13,938 13,566 
H Accommodation & Food Services 11,618 12,272 12,290 12,059 12,527 10,577 11,767 12,164 11,868 11,967 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 6,070 6,524 7,989 7,834 7,924 5,911 6,417 7,825 7,617 7,447 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,397 1,230 1,301 1,167 1,181 1,295 1,176 1,247 1,186 1,148 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,000 1,783 2,133 1,964 1,992 1,873 1,725 2,122 1,939 1,870 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,916 1,896 2,580 2,349 2,383 1,769 1,922 2,561 2,305 2,254 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 4,032 4,097 4,978 5,801 5,890 3,754 3,946 4,925 5,699 5,513 
N Administrative & Support Services 3,683 4,042 4,412 4,491 4,611 3,339 3,821 4,258 4,309 4,289 
O Public Administration & Safety 8,596 10,911 13,037 11,509 11,268 9,276 10,804 13,280 11,303 10,708 
P Education & Training 6,962 8,147 8,993 10,521 10,797 6,680 7,860 8,914 10,421 10,658 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 9,325 9,266 11,976 15,212 15,523 9,031 9,223 11,942 15,096 14,840 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,830 1,911 1,929 2,271 2,314 1,714 1,838 1,895 2,267 2,349 
S Other Services 4,305 3,924 4,704 5,660 5,675 3,998 3,789 4,612 5,681 5,739 
Z TOTAL 103,839 107,817 126,969 130,908 129,392 98,591 104,801 124,929 127,459 122,709 
Z1 Hi Tech 6,005 6,005 7,251 8,093 8,040 5,564 5,827 7,135 7,886 7,525 
Z2 Hi Income 10,350 9,309 11,342 13,033 13,294 9,175 8,616 10,515 11,698 11,162 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 18,117 19,324 22,898 28,004 28,634 17,424 18,921 22,751 27,784 27,847 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 1.1 3.2 0.1 -0.1 -1.5 -1.4 -2.2 0.2 -2.6 -4.6 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 -0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 -0.7 -0.7 0.0 0.0 -0.6 -1.0 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 1.0 3.5 -0.1 -0.3 -2.0 -2.2 -1.7 -0.1 -2.9 -5.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 6,052 6,711 7,311 7,833 8,130 7,950 7,719 7,564 7,598 7,720 7,790 7,963 8,330 3.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,365 28,703 30,639 31,989 32,295 30,862 29,515 28,608 28,300 28,350 28,328 28,717 29,758 1.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 45 34 27 24 28 33 51 60 61 61 62 62 62 0 
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The Fitzroy Central West region comprises an east-west strip from the 
coast to the NT border, perceived as a region by the uniting effect of the 
Central Railway – though highway access from Brisbane to the western 
parts of the region is now via Toowoomba and Roma. Coal is mined in the 
central part of the region and railed to the port of Gladstone for export, 
but coal seam methane is taking over as fuel for the energy-intensive 
industries which have developed there and is shortly to be exported. As 
the long-standing commercial capital of the region, Rockhampton has 
benefited from these developments. Intensive agriculture is practised on 
the downs round Biloela and Emerald, with the rest of the region utilised 
for extensive cattle grazing. 

 

Major centres: 

Rockhampton, Gladstone, Longreach 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 235 241 246 247 247 246 2.5% 1.8% 0.8% -0.2% -0.6% 1.7% -0.4% 
No. Households 82 85 87 89 89 90 3.2% 2.7% 1.5% 0.7% 0.7% 2.4% 0.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 132 131 134 134 135 133 -0.5% 2.0% 0.3% 0.7% -1.5% 0.6% -0.4% 
NIEIR Employment 122 121 123 124 124 120 -0.3% 1.6% 0.7% -0.3% -3.0% 0.7% -1.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 9.8 9.5 10.2 9.8 11.0 12.7 -2.8% 7.3% -4.2% 13.0% 15.0% 0.0% 14.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.4% 7.3% 7.6% 7.3% 8.2% 9.6% -0.2 0.4 -0.3 0.9 1.4 0.0 1.1 
Headline U/E Rate 5.2% 5.3% 5.9% 5.5% 6.6% 8.0% 0.1 0.6 -0.4 1.1 1.4 0.1 1.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.2% 8.1% 8.3% 8.2% 8.1% 8.3% -0.1 0.3 -0.1 -0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 
Social Security Take-up 11.0% 10.9% 11.4% 12.4% 13.2% 14.2% -0.1 0.5 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.5 0.9 
Hours Per Week (1) 28.0 27.6 27.6 26.7 26.5 26.5 -0.4 0.0 -1.0 -0.2 0.0 -0.5 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 22.2% 24.2% 24.2% 23.9% 23.6% 24.8% 2.0 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 1.2 0.6 0.5 
Not In Employment (1) 26.2% 27.2% 27.2% 29.8% 30.3% 30.4% 1.0 0.0 2.6 0.4 0.1 1.2 0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 8,212 8,348 8,578 8,536 8,485 8,151 34,908 34,616 34,928 34,494 34,366 33,198 1.3% -2.3% 
Taxes Paid 2,080 2,202 2,299 2,399 2,485 2,482 8,841 9,130 9,362 9,695 10,066 10,108 4.9% 1.7% 
Benefits 1,167 1,161 1,270 1,395 1,460 1,526 4,961 4,812 5,169 5,638 5,912 6,216 6.1% 4.6% 
Business Income 1,396 1,181 1,131 1,207 1,307 1,481 5,933 4,899 4,603 4,877 5,292 6,030 -4.7% 10.8% 
Interest Paid 1,093 945 798 727 701 701 4,644 3,920 3,249 2,939 2,839 2,856 -12.7% -1.8% 
Property Income 1,262 1,216 1,248 1,251 1,294 1,314 5,367 5,041 5,083 5,055 5,239 5,352 -0.3% 2.5% 
Disposable Income 11,028 10,907 11,414 11,593 11,647 11,582 46,877 45,226 46,476 46,849 47,170 47,172 1.7% 0.0% 
    Rank 36 37 36 36 37 38 21 25 23 25 26 27   
Resident GRP (Local) 12,805 12,513 12,208 11,590 10,971 10,495 81,821 78,167 75,079 71,056 67,697 65,690 -3.3% -4.8% 
    Rank 33 33 34 34 36 39 20 21 22 30 37 40   
Industry GRP (Local) 13,040 12,786 12,461 11,814 11,168 10,728 104,638 102,562 98,533 93,622 89,072 87,691 -3.2% -4.7% 
    Rank 29 31 32 33 34 36 19 21 31 35 44 44   
Headline GRP 17,696 19,072 19,878 19,376 19,449 19,719 142,007 152,988 157,181 153,540 155,117 161,191 3.1% 0.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 8.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 2.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 64.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 13.2 40 
2016 12.5 42 
2015 12.0 42 
2014 11.1 47 
2013 10.6 49 
2012 10.6 49 
2011 11.2 48 
2010 13.1 40 
2009 13.5 46 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 31.0% 29.6% 28.7% 28.2% 
   Age 20-29 13.0% 13.5% 14.0% 13.1% 
   Age 30-54 36.3% 35.7% 34.6% 33.3% 
   Age 55+   19.7% 21.3% 22.6% 25.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  416 830 332 
   Age 20-29  655 802 -176 
   Age 30-54  917 1,000 58 
   Age 55+    1,294 1,529 1,846 
Average Annual Growth  1.6% 1.9% 0.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 30.5 8,419.9 49 
    Hi Tech 2.3 979.0 47 
    Info. Tech 0.6 402.1 51 
    Engineering 4.6 813.0 45 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 12.4 34.4 57 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.9 4.0 56 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 54 
    Engineering p.a. 1.9 3.3 46 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 24 23 23 23 22 21 21 23 21 21 22 
   Rank 6 6 6 6 6 5 5 4 7 10 7 
Rainfall (mm) 420 591 613 620 1,056 642 685 464 515 522 537 
   Rank 48 37 37 44 23 51 30 57 40 51 61 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 195 195 195 196 198 201 204 207 211 214 219 223 225 229 235 241 246 247 247 246 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 522 531 463 41 41 52 34.8% 31.8% 23.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 470 483 407 30 30 53 49.9% 40.6% 24.4% 
    Value of Financial Assets 272 287 286 44 44 43 33.8% 33.7% 37.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 221 240 230 24 19 35 56.4% 58.8% 56.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 126 131 129 20 22 22 58.3% 57.7% 63.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 17% 16% 31 29 40 77.8% 72.1% 68.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.49 1.58 1.55 31 28 39 78.3% 72.6% 67.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 118.6 139.5 137.4 277.3 365.3 353.9 284.2 50 52 3.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 83661 81028 95134 116512 132321 126697 127451 24 19 2.2% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.5 1.8 1.6 2.5 2.8 2.9 2.4 54 54 1.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 47224 60376 73173 87245 97092 87711 74683 28 38 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 27.1% 20.6% 14.2% 24.7% 30.4% 26.4% 23.8% 58 57 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 71.9% 46.0% 31.6% 32.1% 36.0% 30.8% 31.0% 56 53 -1.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 8.4% 7.3% 7.8% 7.4% 7.5% 7.5% 7.9% 39 38 0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 84.7% 88.7% 83.4% 85.8% 83.7% 87.3% 30 20 0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.0 27 42 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,505 437 559 782 681 399 250 190 -59% 
    Residential Renovations 1,103 355 358 298 313 315 351 329 3% 
    Non Residential 715 300 351 542 613 313 198 162 -55% 
    Engineering 6,546 2,725 4,056 4,990 5,431 3,408 2,087 1,948 -49% 
    Total 9,868 3,817 5,325 6,612 7,038 4,435 2,886 2,630 -48% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,262 1,908 2,376 3,242 2,774 1,613 1,011 774 -60% 
    Residential Renovations 1,653 1,550 1,524 1,236 1,276 1,273 1,422 1,341 0% 
    Non Residential 1,070 1,311 1,494 2,248 2,494 1,266 802 660 -56% 
    Engineering 9,806 11,901 17,241 20,690 22,114 13,770 8,452 7,935 -50% 
    Total 14,790 16,670 22,635 27,415 28,658 17,922 11,687 10,711 -49% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 31 41 22 8 18 49 65 65  
    Residential Renovations 12 14 12 12 10 9 8 13  
    Non Residential 41 40 22 9 8 28 55 57  
    Engineering 5 4 4 6 6 8 9 7  
    Total 9 8 7 6 6 10 12 11  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 258.18 17043.0 26 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 47.70 1584.2 5 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 17.62 689.2 14 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.253 0.133 17 
Rates per Population 1045.65 706.4 8 
General Purpose Grants per Population 193.18 65.7 12 
Roads Grants per Population 71.36 28.6 17 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 89,094 92,208 110,050 121,898 118,395 38 41 41 38 41 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 160,463 163,886 202,043 227,227 218,990 37 39 36 35 38 
UR Income ($m cvm) 5,167 6,424 8,582 10,370 7,968 36 35 31 31 38 
POW Emp 90,405 93,499 111,063 124,617 122,333 35 38 34 32 35 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 161,481 164,447 202,524 230,797 224,525 35 35 32 28 29 
POW Income ($m cvm) 5,235 6,476 8,621 10,605 8,200 31 30 27 27 30 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.6 34.2 35.3 35.8 35.6 24 13 6 6 8 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.2 39.2 42.5 45.6 36.4 39 27 20 25 50 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.8 35.1 35.6 35.3 26 18 7 5 7 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.4 39.4 42.6 45.9 36.5 34 21 15 19 49 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 8,707 9,033 7,967 6,596 6,481 8,428 8,949 7,997 6,680 6,514 
B Mining 4,961 3,919 7,536 10,270 10,248 5,290 4,301 8,212 11,458 11,941 
C Manufacturing 8,165 8,765 12,017 11,414 10,156 8,426 8,933 11,927 11,652 11,184 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,869 1,878 2,631 3,122 3,093 1,858 1,895 2,595 3,135 3,717 
E Construction 6,394 7,036 10,928 13,595 10,735 6,839 7,428 11,479 14,494 11,922 
F Wholesale Trade 3,238 3,809 3,475 3,819 3,747 3,278 3,928 3,425 3,788 3,637 
G Retail Trade 9,707 10,302 11,070 11,343 11,681 9,727 10,329 11,070 11,327 11,056 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,082 7,623 6,883 7,699 8,024 7,107 7,649 7,010 7,819 8,362 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,562 5,614 6,614 7,580 7,547 5,659 5,622 6,557 7,734 7,489 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,252 962 926 850 837 1,277 968 915 838 821 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,726 1,489 1,770 1,783 1,771 1,742 1,483 1,749 1,747 1,715 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,313 1,245 1,813 2,035 2,051 1,346 1,339 1,801 1,992 2,011 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 3,168 3,145 4,039 5,728 5,764 3,233 3,168 4,036 5,778 5,812 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,028 2,474 2,505 2,943 2,985 2,058 2,464 2,486 2,996 3,049 
O Public Administration & Safety 4,630 4,634 6,852 7,054 6,878 4,701 4,645 6,773 7,164 6,985 
P Education & Training 7,580 8,168 8,925 9,409 9,618 7,600 8,212 8,950 9,372 9,509 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 7,432 7,786 9,231 10,894 11,006 7,452 7,825 9,218 10,828 10,793 
R Arts & Recreation Services 837 870 736 852 859 816 866 718 852 854 
S Other Services 3,443 3,455 4,133 4,912 4,913 3,568 3,496 4,146 4,963 4,963 
Z TOTAL 89,094 92,208 110,050 121,898 118,395 90,405 93,499 111,063 124,617 122,333 
Z1 Hi Tech 4,883 4,684 6,313 7,810 7,679 5,130 4,805 6,286 7,914 7,877 
Z2 Hi Income 10,798 9,530 14,556 19,226 19,219 11,235 9,930 15,192 20,483 20,962 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 15,849 16,825 18,892 21,155 21,483 15,867 16,902 18,885 21,052 21,155 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.5 2.8 0.1 -0.3 -1.9 -2.0 -2.2 -0.2 -2.4 -4.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 1.2 1.6 0.0 0.0 -0.6 -0.6 0.0 -0.1 -1.8 -2.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 1.7 4.4 -0.1 -0.5 -2.3 -2.7 -1.7 -0.5 -4.0 -7.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 4,742 5,110 5,605 6,386 6,950 6,843 6,716 6,840 7,143 7,605 7,828 7,683 7,892 4.7% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 23,222 24,697 26,609 29,780 31,784 30,646 29,788 29,870 30,365 31,534 31,877 31,047 31,963 2.7% 
  - Per Cap Rank 65 63 57 43 32 35 49 52 50 42 41 46 40 0 
 

 
 



QLD Mackay 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.182) 

 
 

 

The Pioneer River has significant flow because it drains high-rainfall 
country on the windward side of the Eungella Range. The Pioneer Valley 
is therefore an important sugar area. The City of Mackay is located by the 
river about ten kilometres inland. Offshore the Whitsunday Islands and 
Great Barrier Reef attract tourists, while inland, over the Range, the large 
coal mines of the northern part of the Bowen Basin supply the world 
through the ports of Dalrymple Bay/Hay Point and Abbot Point – one to 
the north of Mackay and one to the south and both located so that the 
supplying rail lines avoid the highest parts of the ranges. 

 

Major centres: 

Mackay, Bowen 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 176 180 182 182 182 179 2.1% 1.1% 0.2% -0.3% -1.5% 1.1% -0.9% 
No. Households 59 61 63 64 64 64 3.0% 2.7% 1.2% 0.1% -0.1% 2.3% 0.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 102 103 105 105 104 103 1.0% 1.6% 0.2% -0.8% -1.0% 1.0% -0.9% 
NIEIR Employment 98 99 100 98 96 96 1.3% 0.8% -1.5% -2.0% -0.4% 0.2% -1.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 4.5 4.3 5.2 6.9 8.1 7.4 -4.5% 21.2% 32.7% 16.0% -8.0% 15.4% 3.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.4% 4.2% 5.0% 6.6% 7.7% 7.2% -0.2 0.8 1.6 1.1 -0.5 0.7 0.3 
Headline U/E Rate 3.6% 3.5% 4.3% 5.9% 7.2% 6.2% -0.1 0.8 1.6 1.3 -1.0 0.8 0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 5.8% 5.7% 6.0% 6.6% 6.6% 6.8% -0.1 0.2 0.6 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1 
Social Security Take-up 8.3% 8.4% 9.1% 10.2% 11.3% 11.8% 0.1 0.7 1.1 1.0 0.5 0.7 0.8 
Hours Per Week (1) 29.4 28.9 29.2 28.7 28.6 28.9 -0.5 0.3 -0.6 -0.1 0.3 -0.3 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 19.6% 19.9% 19.8% 20.7% 21.7% 20.2% 0.3 -0.1 0.9 1.0 -1.5 0.4 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 22.5% 23.9% 23.1% 24.6% 24.7% 23.9% 1.4 -0.9 1.5 0.2 -0.8 0.7 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 7,047 7,140 6,984 6,682 6,546 6,676 39,984 39,667 38,376 36,655 36,008 37,281 -1.8% 0.0% 
Taxes Paid 1,796 1,901 1,807 1,785 1,790 1,865 10,192 10,559 9,931 9,790 9,847 10,414 -0.2% 2.2% 
Benefits 763 764 867 985 1,043 1,110 4,332 4,244 4,766 5,405 5,737 6,198 8.9% 6.1% 
Business Income 989 841 679 734 778 872 5,612 4,671 3,733 4,025 4,281 4,868 -9.5% 9.0% 
Interest Paid 775 658 553 486 461 462 4,397 3,654 3,040 2,666 2,538 2,578 -14.4% -2.5% 
Property Income 1,070 1,047 973 951 964 1,014 6,073 5,819 5,347 5,217 5,301 5,663 -3.9% 3.3% 
Disposable Income 9,095 9,042 8,956 8,889 8,819 9,195 51,605 50,237 49,213 48,763 48,512 51,348 -0.8% 1.7% 
    Rank 46 45 46 46 50 48 12 13 15 15 19 14   
Resident GRP (Local) 11,269 10,723 10,241 9,773 9,211 8,765 92,926 86,974 82,479 78,966 74,990 73,058 -4.6% -5.3% 
    Rank 38 40 44 45 47 48 10 11 19 20 22 28   
Industry GRP (Local) 12,102 11,421 10,985 10,546 9,960 9,448 116,290 108,439 102,774 99,680 95,405 90,871 -4.5% -5.3% 
    Rank 33 34 38 38 41 45 12 17 22 29 32 39   
Headline GRP 15,736 16,858 17,876 17,880 18,263 18,837 151,210 160,066 167,242 169,002 174,951 181,175 4.3% 2.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 2.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.2% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 10.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 63.4% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 12.1 43 
2016 11.8 44 
2015 11.1 49 
2014 9.7 53 
2013 8.4 57 
2012 8.4 58 
2011 8.5 57 
2010 10.9 49 
2009 10.4 55 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.8% 28.1% 27.3% 26.8% 
   Age 20-29 13.1% 14.1% 15.1% 13.4% 
   Age 30-54 38.3% 37.8% 36.7% 35.5% 
   Age 55+   18.8% 20.1% 20.9% 24.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  624 766 -22 
   Age 20-29  827 882 -539 
   Age 30-54  1,347 1,014 -218 
   Age 55+    1,136 1,028 1,344 
Average Annual Growth  2.7% 2.2% 0.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 39.3 8,419.9 43 
    Hi Tech 2.9 979.0 44 
    Info. Tech 1.4 402.1 41 
    Engineering 4.0 813.0 48 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 21.9 34.4 29 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.6 4.0 36 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.8 1.6 26 
    Engineering p.a. 2.2 3.3 36 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 23 23 23 23 22 20 21 23 23 22 23 
   Rank 7 7 7 7 7 9 7 5 4 6 6 
Rainfall (mm) 1,272 1,492 1,353 1,222 2,236 1,296 1,239 939 693 910 920 
   Rank 7 5 9 7 4 15 7 5 31 21 18 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 134 134 134 135 138 141 144 149 154 158 162 166 168 172 176 180 182 182 182 179 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 708 639 571 17 27 38 47.2% 38.3% 29.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 576 544 429 18 18 47 61.0% 45.8% 25.8% 
    Value of Financial Assets 355 324 351 20 30 22 44.0% 38.0% 45.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 223 229 209 22 27 43 56.9% 56.2% 50.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 145 142 144 8 15 12 67.1% 62.8% 70.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 15% 13% 47 43 56 68.6% 63.6% 56.6% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.31 1.39 1.27 46 43 55 69.1% 63.9% 55.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 138.4 175.9 168.5 400.3 430.8 398.0 298.0 36 49 2.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 84439 86033 99540 124869 147898 134297 143675 13 10 2.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.7 2.2 1.8 3.3 2.9 3.0 2.1 39 60 -0.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 52646 61995 70788 88959 112547 101837 90682 26 17 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 29.0% 26.7% 19.1% 36.8% 35.2% 29.5% 23.6% 36 58 -0.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 76.3% 53.7% 39.5% 43.0% 41.4% 34.0% 32.2% 39 48 -2.4% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 10.0% 10.5% 9.9% 10.9% 9.8% 10.2% 10.7% 26 25 0.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 86.6% 80.5% 71.4% 81.0% 76.0% 88.9% 26 17 0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.1 23 24 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,671 444 458 748 664 330 175 113 -67% 
    Residential Renovations 791 255 259 216 222 223 246 230 0% 
    Non Residential 865 547 467 370 446 310 191 86 -54% 
    Engineering 4,641 2,191 3,530 4,031 4,351 2,831 1,812 1,915 -45% 
    Total 7,969 3,437 4,714 5,365 5,684 3,694 2,424 2,344 -46% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,376 2,588 2,599 4,155 3,649 1,811 963 629 -67% 
    Residential Renovations 1,597 1,487 1,468 1,198 1,222 1,221 1,355 1,283 -1% 
    Non Residential 1,743 3,188 2,652 2,058 2,453 1,703 1,048 483 -55% 
    Engineering 9,355 12,772 20,028 22,398 23,911 15,530 9,969 10,693 -45% 
    Total 16,070 20,036 26,747 29,808 31,235 20,264 13,335 13,088 -47% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 10 27 18 4 6 44 66 66  
    Residential Renovations 14 18 15 15 14 11 11 19  
    Non Residential 15 5 9 11 9 15 37 65  
    Engineering 6 3 3 5 4 6 7 4  
    Total 7 5 4 5 4 9 10 7  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 209.15 17043.0 37 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 9.98 1584.2 57 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.08 689.2 45 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.077 0.133 46 
Rates per Population 1150.57 706.4 3 
General Purpose Grants per Population 54.91 65.7 36 
Roads Grants per Population 33.45 28.6 34 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 65,227 66,287 86,836 97,686 94,964 51 51 47 47 47 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 119,610 120,441 161,358 184,870 179,117 50 51 45 43 46 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,944 4,887 7,244 9,191 6,866 53 51 38 35 47 
POW Emp 66,873 66,938 87,687 104,065 103,973 49 50 45 44 45 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 122,012 120,461 161,734 196,168 193,997 46 50 43 33 38 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,077 4,895 7,285 10,024 7,549 44 46 34 29 36 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.3 34.9 35.7 36.4 36.3 4 1 4 4 5 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.0 40.6 44.9 49.7 38.3 31 23 14 15 42 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.1 34.6 35.5 36.3 35.9 11 7 5 3 5 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.4 40.6 45.0 51.1 38.9 27 18 9 9 38 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 6,844 6,692 6,082 4,791 4,928 6,935 6,797 6,138 4,789 4,978 
B Mining 5,723 5,251 10,994 14,042 13,834 6,115 5,472 12,007 17,780 18,098 
C Manufacturing 5,831 5,290 7,438 7,662 6,746 6,116 5,278 7,176 7,755 7,681 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 552 603 783 968 948 556 601 784 960 1,224 
E Construction 4,793 5,165 8,739 10,440 8,218 5,139 5,525 9,451 12,350 10,376 
F Wholesale Trade 2,896 3,005 3,582 3,838 3,779 2,951 3,001 3,468 3,811 3,873 
G Retail Trade 6,755 7,673 9,063 9,094 9,347 6,679 7,560 8,896 8,916 9,519 
H Accommodation & Food Services 6,549 6,283 6,991 7,526 7,718 6,780 6,499 7,183 7,849 8,260 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 4,669 4,354 5,492 6,645 6,561 4,713 4,369 5,355 6,734 6,550 
J Information Media & Telecoms 832 646 617 647 646 843 627 589 640 650 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,332 1,118 1,341 1,239 1,233 1,358 1,104 1,306 1,243 1,250 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 982 1,008 1,612 1,888 1,869 1,002 1,049 1,588 1,935 1,943 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,139 2,401 3,361 4,229 4,192 2,251 2,461 3,391 4,459 4,454 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,382 1,905 2,139 2,848 2,857 1,387 1,866 2,105 3,052 3,080 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,067 2,208 3,437 3,877 3,831 2,086 2,180 3,337 3,894 3,854 
P Education & Training 4,111 4,501 4,968 5,375 5,516 4,066 4,425 4,844 5,269 5,399 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,343 4,905 5,939 7,220 7,381 4,371 4,840 5,832 7,150 7,267 
R Arts & Recreation Services 574 566 535 563 573 566 558 524 575 622 
S Other Services 2,855 2,714 3,723 4,795 4,787 2,958 2,727 3,711 4,902 4,894 
Z TOTAL 65,227 66,287 86,836 97,686 94,964 66,873 66,938 87,687 104,065 103,973 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,573 3,969 5,780 7,381 7,064 3,804 4,009 5,718 7,660 7,528 
Z2 Hi Income 9,827 9,516 16,792 21,027 20,756 10,380 9,774 17,788 25,160 25,452 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 9,027 9,972 11,442 13,158 13,470 9,004 9,823 11,201 12,994 13,288 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 1.2 3.5 0.1 -0.4 -1.9 -2.2 -2.2 -0.3 -3.1 -5.6 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 1.5 1.8 0.0 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 0.0 0.0 -1.6 -2.0 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.4 3.0 5.4 -0.1 -0.7 -1.9 -2.5 -1.7 -0.3 -5.0 -7.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,529 4,062 4,705 5,323 5,714 5,684 5,716 5,968 6,179 6,393 6,576 6,334 6,138 5.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 24,420 27,212 30,516 33,731 35,356 34,339 33,931 34,788 35,060 35,520 36,134 34,745 33,764 2.7% 
  - Per Cap Rank 61 49 28 20 18 19 20 21 23 19 17 23 33 0 
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Townsville is a major city and port with an economic base emphasising 
defence and minerals processing. Nearby are two intensive agricultural 
areas both originally developed for sugar: the Burdekin Delta and the 
Herbert River Valley. Despite nearby Magnetic Island and the Barrier Reef, 
the region is less involved in tourism than the other Queensland east coast 
regions. The Great Northern Railway runs west from Townsville across 
pastoral black soil plains to Mt Isa, a mining town not far from the 
Queensland border now servicing a number of other significant base 
metal mines. 

 

Major centres: 

Townsville, Ingham, Ayr, Mt Isa 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 265 269 272 274 275 274 1.8% 1.1% 0.5% 0.4% -0.4% 1.1% 0.0% 
No. Households 92 94 95 97 98 98 1.5% 1.6% 1.5% 1.0% 0.6% 1.5% 0.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 151 146 147 149 147 146 -3.3% 0.8% 1.4% -1.3% -0.5% -0.4% -0.9% 
NIEIR Employment 138 135 135 135 132 128 -2.1% 0.1% -0.3% -1.9% -3.6% -0.8% -2.8% 
NIEIR Unemployment 12.5 10.5 11.5 13.9 14.6 18.6 -15.8% 9.2% 21.4% 4.9% 27.4% 3.7% 15.6% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.3% 7.2% 7.8% 9.3% 9.9% 12.7% -1.1 0.6 1.5 0.6 2.8 0.4 1.7 
Headline U/E Rate 6.4% 5.3% 5.9% 7.5% 8.5% 12.0% -1.1 0.6 1.6 1.0 3.5 0.4 2.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.6% 8.6% 9.1% 9.7% 9.5% 9.5% 0.0 0.5 0.6 -0.2 0.0 0.4 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 12.3% 12.5% 13.2% 14.0% 14.6% 14.7% 0.2 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.6 0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 27.1 26.5 26.8 26.3 26.0 25.9 -0.6 0.3 -0.5 -0.3 -0.1 -0.3 -0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 23.2% 25.9% 26.3% 26.6% 28.0% 29.8% 2.7 0.4 0.3 1.4 1.8 1.1 1.6 
Not In Employment (1) 28.6% 30.3% 29.5% 30.8% 31.5% 31.7% 1.6 -0.7 1.3 0.7 0.2 0.7 0.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 8,310 8,255 8,108 8,165 7,664 7,484 31,389 30,637 29,775 29,829 27,895 27,343 -0.6% -4.3% 
Taxes Paid 1,969 1,971 1,949 2,087 2,003 2,007 7,436 7,316 7,157 7,623 7,290 7,334 2.0% -1.9% 
Benefits 1,391 1,406 1,557 1,646 1,683 1,714 5,255 5,218 5,719 6,012 6,126 6,263 5.8% 2.1% 
Business Income 1,699 1,283 1,173 1,338 1,391 1,491 6,416 4,763 4,309 4,889 5,061 5,448 -7.6% 5.6% 
Interest Paid 1,139 961 828 774 766 766 4,301 3,567 3,041 2,829 2,788 2,800 -12.1% -0.5% 
Property Income 1,266 1,155 1,130 1,145 1,121 1,136 4,783 4,285 4,151 4,182 4,079 4,149 -3.3% -0.4% 
Disposable Income 11,899 11,401 11,452 11,806 11,309 11,307 44,945 42,314 42,056 43,133 41,161 41,311 -0.3% -2.1% 
    Rank 33 34 35 34 38 39 30 40 40 37 48 48   
Resident GRP (Local) 13,102 13,320 13,204 12,638 11,919 11,389 72,812 72,944 71,863 68,683 64,770 62,621 -1.2% -5.1% 
    Rank 32 32 32 32 33 35 27 26 29 33 40 46   
Industry GRP (Local) 12,857 13,099 12,989 12,399 11,686 11,204 93,369 97,310 96,351 92,586 89,078 88,260 -1.2% -4.9% 
    Rank 31 29 29 31 33 33 42 30 34 39 43 42   
Headline GRP 20,408 20,349 20,835 21,112 20,838 20,434 148,208 151,164 154,551 157,649 158,838 160,964 1.1% -1.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 7.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.8% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 64.0% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.2 30 
2016 14.9 35 
2015 13.9 39 
2014 13.6 39 
2013 12.3 42 
2012 11.7 44 
2011 11.3 47 
2010 14.3 32 
2009 15.1 37 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.7% 29.5% 28.5% 27.2% 
   Age 20-29 15.7% 15.4% 16.0% 15.4% 
   Age 30-54 35.9% 35.1% 34.2% 33.3% 
   Age 55+   17.7% 19.9% 21.3% 24.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  471 896 -157 
   Age 20-29  403 1,084 -63 
   Age 30-54  865 1,261 86 
   Age 55+    1,675 1,707 1,927 
Average Annual Growth  1.5% 2.0% 0.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 70.8 8,419.9 31 
    Hi Tech 6.0 979.0 34 
    Info. Tech 2.4 402.1 32 
    Engineering 5.7 813.0 39 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 25.9 34.4 21 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.2 4.0 27 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.9 1.6 22 
    Engineering p.a. 2.1 3.3 40 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 25 25 25 25 24 24 24 25 25 25 25 
   Rank 5 5 5 5 5 3 3 2 2 3 3 
Rainfall (mm) 856 760 1,416 1,060 1,550 1,022 708 728 493 719 636 
   Rank 21 29 8 8 11 27 28 23 45 34 49 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 214 216 218 221 223 225 227 231 235 240 246 251 255 260 265 269 272 274 275 274 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 524 456 386 39 55 63 34.9% 27.3% 19.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 480 438 398 26 26 56 50.9% 36.8% 23.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 266 243 216 52 61 65 33.0% 28.5% 28.1% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 221 225 229 23 30 36 56.5% 55.2% 55.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 128 120 115 17 34 45 59.4% 52.9% 56.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 18% 18% 33 22 27 77.0% 74.5% 76.6% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.47 1.62 1.72 33 21 31 77.6% 74.7% 75.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 137.5 165.7 171.2 289.6 362.5 329.0 298.1 40 48 2.9% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 92762 91018 95471 116458 131369 116679 112397 8 44 1.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.5 1.9 1.9 2.6 2.9 2.9 2.8 53 47 2.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 52352 62900 63760 79602 82000 79946 67622 21 45 0.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 27.1% 22.1% 18.2% 26.8% 32.8% 25.8% 25.1% 50 54 0.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 75.0% 48.8% 38.4% 37.9% 41.3% 32.4% 35.0% 51 37 -1.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 13.3% 11.9% 12.3% 12.7% 12.3% 12.5% 13.3% 22 21 0.5% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 74.3% 79.1% 75.3% 83.2% 67.6% 79.8% 44 32 0.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 16 31 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,346 557 563 549 518 464 358 270 -33% 
    Residential Renovations 1,206 389 386 315 323 324 356 332 -1% 
    Non Residential 1,507 589 476 540 504 317 382 371 -30% 
    Engineering 4,692 1,683 2,423 2,704 2,915 2,079 1,236 1,142 -45% 
    Total 9,750 3,217 3,848 4,108 4,260 3,185 2,333 2,115 -38% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,119 2,144 2,126 2,036 1,901 1,695 1,304 986 -34% 
    Residential Renovations 1,601 1,497 1,458 1,170 1,187 1,184 1,297 1,213 -3% 
    Non Residential 2,000 2,266 1,798 2,005 1,852 1,159 1,390 1,356 -31% 
    Engineering 6,232 6,481 9,154 10,036 10,706 7,597 4,498 4,171 -46% 
    Total 12,952 12,388 14,536 15,247 15,646 11,634 8,490 7,727 -39% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 13 34 29 32 35 47 59 63  
    Residential Renovations 13 17 16 16 18 15 16 32  
    Non Residential 11 9 14 12 14 33 21 25  
    Engineering 13 14 12 13 11 13 19 18  
    Total 12 12 13 14 13 14 22 27  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 235.01 17043.0 29 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 45.07 1584.2 6 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 14.14 689.2 18 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.252 0.133 19 
Rates per Population 855.32 706.4 20 
General Purpose Grants per Population 164.03 65.7 16 
Roads Grants per Population 51.47 28.6 23 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 112,254 108,838 126,589 138,349 127,186 28 32 32 31 38 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 199,752 190,997 229,988 252,678 244,498 28 34 29 28 31 
UR Income ($m cvm) 6,655 6,958 9,496 10,618 9,019 28 33 28 29 32 
POW Emp 112,670 109,209 125,764 137,695 126,947 26 29 28 27 30 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 198,446 189,174 226,824 249,424 240,581 26 28 26 26 26 
POW Income ($m cvm) 6,667 6,924 9,379 10,373 8,835 23 27 23 28 29 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.7 34.9 35.1 37.0 38 25 8 7 4 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.3 36.4 41.3 42.0 36.9 29 41 23 37 45 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.9 33.3 34.7 34.8 36.4 34 28 8 7 4 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.6 36.6 41.4 41.6 36.7 25 34 21 34 44 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 7,588 7,024 6,515 5,466 5,042 7,656 7,306 6,642 5,527 5,174 
B Mining 5,964 4,802 7,193 8,442 7,865 6,052 4,942 7,504 8,891 7,832 
C Manufacturing 8,825 8,822 11,222 10,560 8,682 9,030 8,782 11,018 10,435 8,687 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,174 1,202 1,887 2,132 1,990 1,174 1,217 1,837 2,138 2,046 
E Construction 7,056 6,461 10,888 14,599 10,899 7,161 6,652 10,924 14,598 11,058 
F Wholesale Trade 4,609 3,837 3,934 3,925 3,661 4,699 3,848 3,880 3,871 3,597 
G Retail Trade 12,160 12,661 12,945 13,439 13,065 11,904 12,447 12,714 13,402 13,584 
H Accommodation & Food Services 8,194 8,261 7,723 8,563 8,432 8,095 8,167 7,626 8,404 8,162 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,715 5,748 6,572 7,108 6,614 5,789 5,799 6,484 6,998 6,363 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,860 1,694 1,755 1,689 1,598 1,894 1,692 1,728 1,638 1,533 
K Financial & Insurance Services 2,187 1,852 2,083 2,089 1,961 2,206 1,845 2,053 2,029 1,877 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,481 1,506 2,039 2,080 1,960 1,478 1,543 2,031 2,096 1,973 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 4,392 4,011 4,732 5,817 5,484 4,509 4,069 4,744 5,752 5,345 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,635 3,320 3,319 3,892 3,727 2,639 3,284 3,270 3,857 3,687 
O Public Administration & Safety 12,294 12,134 14,659 15,030 14,075 12,339 12,138 14,469 14,809 13,683 
P Education & Training 9,201 9,315 10,103 11,026 10,628 9,145 9,243 9,990 10,863 10,462 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 10,214 10,483 13,213 15,579 14,938 10,220 10,574 13,122 15,545 15,427 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,292 1,557 1,338 1,497 1,453 2,262 1,528 1,305 1,471 1,379 
S Other Services 4,413 4,149 4,468 5,415 5,111 4,418 4,131 4,422 5,371 5,078 
Z TOTAL 112,254 108,838 126,589 138,349 127,186 112,670 109,209 125,764 137,695 126,947 
Z1 Hi Tech 6,633 6,015 7,285 8,275 7,624 6,730 6,043 7,225 8,162 7,443 
Z2 Hi Income 13,770 12,060 15,684 18,337 17,174 14,039 12,273 15,976 18,631 16,880 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 21,707 21,355 24,655 28,101 27,019 21,627 21,345 24,417 27,880 27,267 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.3 2.5 0.1 0.0 -1.5 -1.4 -2.2 0.1 -1.8 -3.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.9 1.2 0.0 -0.1 -0.6 -0.7 0.0 0.0 -1.6 -1.9 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 1.2 3.7 -0.1 -0.3 -1.9 -2.1 -1.7 -0.1 -3.1 -5.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,741 6,293 6,637 7,280 8,010 8,095 7,984 7,960 8,231 8,484 8,350 8,212 8,341 3.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,256 27,226 28,239 30,332 32,532 32,191 31,252 30,647 31,089 31,489 30,664 30,003 30,359 1.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 53 48 46 39 27 27 32 44 45 43 48 55 56 0 
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The coast of Wide Bay is sandy, lending itself to sweeping beaches and 
including the great forested sand dune of Fraser Island – all of which 
support tourism, with retirement settlement on the mainland. Inland 
much of the region comprises dry rocky hills but intensive agriculture is 
practised on the downs round Kingaroy and made possible by irrigation 
from the Burnett on the plains round Bundaberg, as well as in several 
other pockets along the river. Kingaroy is known for peanuts and 
Bundaberg for sugar and its derivative rum. The traditional rival to 
Bundaberg as a regional centre is Maryborough, which started out as a 
port for the Gympie gold rush but keeps going as a centre for engineering 
and commerce. 

 

Major centres: 

Kingaroy, Gympie, Maryborough, Bundaberg 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 284 286 288 289 291 291 0.9% 0.6% 0.4% 0.5% 0.1% 0.6% 0.3% 
No. Households 107 108 109 110 111 112 0.7% 0.8% 0.9% 1.0% 1.0% 0.8% 1.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 131 132 130 127 130 131 1.1% -1.6% -2.2% 2.0% 0.8% -0.9% 1.4% 
NIEIR Employment 111 111 109 105 107 109 0.5% -2.2% -3.8% 2.7% 1.6% -1.9% 2.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 20.3 21.2 21.5 22.8 22.5 21.9 4.3% 1.3% 6.0% -1.3% -2.5% 3.9% -1.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 15.5% 16.0% 16.5% 17.9% 17.3% 16.7% 0.5 0.5 1.4 -0.6 -0.6 0.8 -0.6 
Headline U/E Rate 7.7% 8.1% 8.6% 10.1% 9.8% 9.0% 0.4 0.5 1.5 -0.3 -0.8 0.8 -0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 17.9% 18.2% 19.0% 20.0% 19.4% 19.3% 0.3 0.9 0.9 -0.6 -0.1 0.7 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 23.1% 23.6% 24.3% 25.5% 25.7% 25.9% 0.5 0.7 1.2 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 21.3 21.0 21.5 21.6 21.4 21.3 -0.3 0.6 0.1 -0.1 -0.1 0.1 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 35.3% 35.0% 36.2% 38.2% 36.5% 34.9% -0.3 1.2 2.0 -1.7 -1.6 1.0 -1.7 
Not In Employment (1) 44.0% 44.9% 43.4% 43.2% 43.6% 43.9% 0.8 -1.5 -0.2 0.4 0.3 -0.3 0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,254 5,303 5,081 4,988 5,067 5,138 18,503 18,520 17,635 17,247 17,430 17,653 -1.7% 1.5% 
Taxes Paid 1,075 1,124 1,089 1,098 1,171 1,187 3,785 3,924 3,780 3,796 4,030 4,079 0.7% 4.0% 
Benefits 2,343 2,358 2,312 2,449 2,541 2,503 8,253 8,234 8,023 8,468 8,743 8,599 1.5% 1.1% 
Business Income 1,119 949 893 855 985 923 3,939 3,314 3,101 2,955 3,389 3,170 -8.6% 3.9% 
Interest Paid 983 835 724 691 703 703 3,462 2,917 2,514 2,389 2,418 2,416 -11.1% 0.9% 
Property Income 1,413 1,329 1,287 1,276 1,339 1,382 4,975 4,641 4,466 4,411 4,606 4,750 -3.3% 4.1% 
Disposable Income 9,824 9,734 9,507 9,534 9,880 9,972 34,600 33,991 32,995 32,968 33,990 34,261 -1.0% 2.3% 
    Rank 42 42 44 44 43 44 67 66 67 67 67 67   
Resident GRP (Local) 9,710 9,474 9,299 9,054 8,818 8,620 56,814 55,437 54,588 53,506 52,134 51,482 -2.3% -2.4% 
    Rank 46 48 48 49 49 49 66 65 67 67 67 67   
Industry GRP (Local) 9,143 8,860 8,650 8,404 8,183 8,010 86,778 84,299 84,439 84,809 80,757 78,167 -2.8% -2.4% 
    Rank 46 48 47 47 49 51 57 61 63 59 60 62   
Headline GRP 11,048 11,065 11,257 11,415 11,587 11,625 104,855 105,282 109,896 115,188 114,348 113,439 1.1% 0.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 13.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 4.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 11.6% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 30.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 74.2% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 25.1 1 
2016 25.7 1 
2015 25.7 1 
2014 24.3 3 
2013 24.2 3 
2012 23.9 3 
2011 23.8 3 
2010 20.4 8 
2009 25.5 4 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.0% 26.5% 25.8% 24.8% 
   Age 20-29 9.7% 9.4% 9.4% 9.4% 
   Age 30-54 33.7% 32.3% 30.2% 27.5% 
   Age 55+   28.7% 31.8% 34.6% 38.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  930 801 -219 
   Age 20-29  416 424 125 
   Age 30-54  1,286 316 -1,152 
   Age 55+    3,347 3,073 2,667 
Average Annual Growth  2.5% 1.7% 0.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 37.0 8,419.9 45 
    Hi Tech 2.0 979.0 49 
    Info. Tech 0.5 402.1 52 
    Engineering 5.2 813.0 44 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 12.7 34.4 56 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.7 4.0 59 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 61 
    Engineering p.a. 1.8 3.3 50 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 21 20 21 21 20 19 20 21 20 20 21 
   Rank 10 12 11 14 14 13 13 10 12 14 14 
Rainfall (mm) 634 1,017 880 833 1,480 1,190 1,182 646 797 727 520 
   Rank 29 17 19 18 12 22 9 32 24 33 63 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 223 224 225 228 231 236 242 248 255 261 267 274 278 280 284 286 288 289 291 291 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 507 441 440 45 59 55 33.8% 26.4% 22.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 425 383 418 42 42 50 45.1% 32.2% 25.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 247 231 222 59 65 62 30.7% 27.1% 28.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 166 173 201 50 48 45 42.3% 42.4% 48.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 95 87 89 64 67 66 44.3% 38.5% 43.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 18% 19% 34 17 14 77.0% 77.3% 82.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.47 1.69 1.90 34 17 12 77.5% 77.5% 83.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 135.5 143.8 138.5 287.6 309.1 280.2 277.2 47 53 3.2% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 64225 61902 69031 82603 90000 82264 85006 61 66 1.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.2 2.4 2.1 3.6 3.5 3.4 3.3 35 40 1.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 36637 42131 47772 54948 56407 53506 46953 64 65 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 38.7% 28.9% 19.8% 38.5% 40.6% 32.3% 33.2% 32 34 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 81.7% 57.1% 39.8% 45.0% 48.6% 39.5% 41.4% 28 23 -1.5% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.4% 6.2% 6.6% 6.2% 6.7% 6.9% 7.0% 48 44 0.6% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 90.2% 83.8% 78.5% 91.1% 91.2% 90.1% 14 15 0.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 45 49 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,257 543 396 373 375 394 394 428 6% 
    Residential Renovations 1,452 464 462 380 385 383 429 405 -1% 
    Non Residential 681 318 200 144 212 240 243 208 24% 
    Engineering 2,358 932 1,392 1,574 1,729 1,156 718 679 -46% 
    Total 6,748 2,257 2,450 2,471 2,701 2,173 1,784 1,720 -26% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,762 1,939 1,396 1,304 1,302 1,363 1,354 1,470 5% 
    Residential Renovations 1,774 1,657 1,626 1,326 1,337 1,324 1,478 1,390 -2% 
    Non Residential 831 1,137 703 502 736 830 835 714 23% 
    Engineering 2,881 3,329 4,902 5,497 6,000 3,997 2,470 2,333 -46% 
    Total 8,249 8,062 8,628 8,629 9,375 7,513 6,137 5,908 -27% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 21 39 47 53 54 60 57 49  
    Residential Renovations 7 10 8 7 6 5 5 7  
    Non Residential 58 52 59 65 54 50 52 56  
    Engineering 27 28 26 22 20 24 28 29  
    Total 25 31 27 28 23 27 41 48  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 215.92 17043.0 36 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 26.37 1584.2 23 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 11.49 689.2 24 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.175 0.133 28 
Rates per Population 742.82 706.4 26 
General Purpose Grants per Population 90.73 65.7 28 
Roads Grants per Population 39.52 28.6 30 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 84,587 86,811 105,689 110,737 110,578 40 44 43 43 45 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 151,471 151,355 183,642 188,304 187,288 39 44 42 42 44 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,036 4,848 6,264 7,078 5,880 50 53 45 47 53 
POW Emp 84,278 86,099 103,071 105,363 102,474 39 41 41 43 46 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 149,500 148,297 177,394 176,182 170,134 37 41 36 40 44 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,991 4,741 6,002 6,512 5,270 45 49 42 47 55 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.4 33.5 33.4 32.7 32.6 29 28 25 34 32 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 26.6 32.0 34.1 37.6 31.4 67 63 66 65 67 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.1 33.1 33.1 32.2 31.9 32 31 25 37 35 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 26.7 32.0 33.8 37.0 31.0 67 62 67 67 67 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 11,985 11,750 11,198 9,514 9,859 12,033 11,853 11,283 9,516 9,167 
B Mining 763 665 1,462 2,590 2,609 670 523 904 978 941 
C Manufacturing 8,691 8,469 11,017 10,062 8,668 8,853 8,446 10,735 9,642 8,254 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,081 1,049 1,637 2,031 1,997 1,052 1,064 1,582 1,888 1,715 
E Construction 5,577 5,951 10,549 7,881 7,411 5,322 5,629 9,992 7,025 6,658 
F Wholesale Trade 3,419 3,369 3,292 3,315 3,294 3,378 3,267 3,166 3,144 3,100 
G Retail Trade 10,359 11,736 13,223 13,700 14,091 10,195 11,581 13,027 13,421 13,284 
H Accommodation & Food Services 6,664 6,979 7,084 7,795 8,109 6,582 6,878 6,933 7,533 7,564 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,526 3,702 4,486 4,821 4,830 3,442 3,596 4,272 4,355 4,215 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,249 980 1,073 1,075 1,076 1,257 991 1,046 1,074 1,035 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,637 1,358 1,667 1,765 1,762 1,673 1,366 1,643 1,722 1,641 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,393 1,232 1,860 1,800 1,797 1,369 1,355 1,833 1,779 1,713 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,911 2,410 3,155 3,922 3,921 2,879 2,352 3,043 3,758 3,579 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,778 2,363 2,738 3,224 3,306 1,848 2,374 2,691 2,993 2,959 
O Public Administration & Safety 3,923 4,115 6,424 6,566 6,498 4,122 4,162 6,327 6,287 5,939 
P Education & Training 6,954 7,282 8,325 9,619 9,900 6,885 7,248 8,277 9,511 9,664 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 8,401 9,201 11,868 15,538 15,856 8,529 9,311 11,824 15,343 15,461 
R Arts & Recreation Services 756 831 666 847 873 749 819 645 846 984 
S Other Services 3,520 3,372 3,965 4,670 4,723 3,439 3,283 3,849 4,547 4,602 
Z TOTAL 84,587 86,811 105,689 110,737 110,578 84,278 86,099 103,071 105,363 102,474 
Z1 Hi Tech 5,121 4,319 5,652 6,768 6,497 5,210 4,226 5,443 6,442 5,985 
Z2 Hi Income 6,102 5,325 7,523 9,736 9,752 6,055 5,145 6,826 7,804 7,457 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 16,111 17,314 20,859 26,004 26,628 16,163 17,378 20,746 25,701 26,109 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.5 0.4 2.2 0.1 -0.3 -1.1 -1.3 -2.2 0.2 -1.4 -3.5 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.2 -0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.1 -0.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 0.1 2.7 -0.1 -0.4 -0.8 -1.2 -1.7 -0.3 -1.0 -3.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,493 5,949 6,319 6,569 6,951 7,046 7,041 7,237 7,435 7,517 7,405 7,373 7,702 3.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 22,715 23,966 24,799 25,182 25,989 25,745 25,373 25,847 26,186 26,249 25,699 25,495 26,495 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 66 65 66 66 67 64 64 65 65 65 65 66 66 0 
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The Adelaide CBD reflects the vision of Colonel Light, who placed it half-
way between the port and the Mt Lofty scarp. Adelaide has always 
cherished its gardens, and these are particularly well looked after in the 
suburbs between the CBD and the scarp. Adelaide airport lies within the 
region, close to the CBD. The gracious beach-side suburbs of Holdfast Bay 
are nearby. Up to 1950 the suburbs ended where the Mt Lofty scarp 
reached the sea, but the commuter belt now extends well south. The CBD 
provides the economic base of the region, with much of the rest 
comprising commuter suburbs. 

 

Major centres: 

Adelaide, Glenelg 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 560 564 569 573 576 580 0.8% 0.8% 0.7% 0.5% 0.7% 0.8% 0.6% 
No. Households 222 223 224 227 229 232 0.5% 0.7% 1.0% 1.2% 1.0% 0.7% 1.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 308 308 305 303 307 314 0.2% -1.2% -0.5% 1.3% 2.2% -0.5% 1.7% 
NIEIR Employment 286 286 281 278 281 286 0.2% -1.8% -1.0% 1.0% 1.7% -0.9% 1.4% 
NIEIR Unemployment 22.0 22.1 23.6 24.7 25.7 27.7 0.2% 6.9% 4.6% 4.2% 7.6% 3.9% 5.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.2% 7.2% 7.7% 8.1% 8.4% 8.8% 0.0 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3 
Headline U/E Rate 4.4% 4.6% 5.3% 5.9% 6.4% 7.1% 0.2 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.7% 8.8% 9.0% 9.0% 8.7% 8.5% 0.0 0.3 0.0 -0.4 -0.2 0.1 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 11.1% 11.1% 11.4% 11.5% 11.4% 11.3% 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.0 -0.1 0.1 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.7 23.4 23.2 23.3 23.1 23.6 -0.2 -0.2 0.1 -0.2 0.5 -0.1 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.0% 24.0% 25.6% 26.6% 25.9% 24.3% 0.0 1.7 1.0 -0.7 -1.6 0.9 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 37.8% 38.3% 38.9% 38.6% 39.2% 38.0% 0.5 0.6 -0.3 0.6 -1.2 0.3 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 15,623 15,871 16,109 16,328 16,454 15,883 27,906 28,135 28,329 28,502 28,566 27,390 1.5% -1.4% 
Taxes Paid 3,889 3,918 3,941 4,222 4,314 4,183 6,947 6,945 6,930 7,370 7,489 7,213 2.8% -0.5% 
Benefits 3,826 3,910 4,109 4,139 4,147 4,003 6,835 6,931 7,226 7,225 7,199 6,904 2.7% -1.7% 
Business Income 3,074 2,468 2,240 2,677 2,856 2,744 5,490 4,375 3,939 4,672 4,959 4,733 -4.5% 1.3% 
Interest Paid 2,218 1,891 1,688 1,653 1,716 1,725 3,962 3,353 2,968 2,886 2,979 2,974 -9.3% 2.1% 
Property Income 3,982 3,755 3,758 3,840 3,940 3,947 7,113 6,657 6,608 6,703 6,840 6,806 -1.2% 1.4% 
Disposable Income 25,221 24,888 25,372 26,160 26,564 25,881 45,049 44,120 44,618 45,663 46,116 44,630 1.2% -0.5% 
    Rank 12 14 15 13 15 15 29 28 30 30 30 36   
Resident GRP (Local) 28,076 27,690 28,035 27,931 27,033 26,300 74,762 73,558 74,201 73,677 71,284 69,620 -0.2% -3.0% 
    Rank 14 14 14 14 16 18 24 24 24 23 29 34   
Industry GRP (Local) 34,473 33,995 34,632 34,406 33,279 32,438 92,355 90,600 92,602 91,801 87,911 83,957 -0.1% -2.9% 
    Rank 7 7 7 8 9 9 46 48 43 43 48 52   
Headline GRP 42,487 43,586 44,436 45,340 46,319 47,527 113,827 116,161 118,819 120,974 122,360 123,010 2.2% 2.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 13.0% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 62.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 15.5 26 
2016 15.6 31 
2015 15.8 32 
2014 16.2 28 
2013 15.7 29 
2012 15.2 32 
2011 14.8 31 
2010 13.3 38 
2009 14.7 39 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 23.9% 23.0% 22.4% 21.5% 
   Age 20-29 13.8% 14.6% 15.3% 14.6% 
   Age 30-54 36.0% 34.6% 33.3% 32.5% 
   Age 55+   26.3% 27.8% 29.1% 31.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  4 619 -52 
   Age 20-29  1,422 1,560 -170 
   Age 30-54  -39 438 414 
   Age 55+    2,681 2,970 3,812 
Average Annual Growth  0.8% 1.0% 0.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 277.5 8,419.9 9 
    Hi Tech 37.9 979.0 9 
    Info. Tech 14.7 402.1 9 
    Engineering 21.0 813.0 12 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 47.9 34.4 11 
    Hi Tech p.a. 6.5 4.0 10 
    Info. Tech p.a. 2.5 1.6 11 
    Engineering p.a. 3.6 3.3 16 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 16 17 16 17 18 18 17 17 17 
   Rank 44 39 45 43 44 21 24 27 29 29 35 
Rainfall (mm) 356 329 393 460 542 551 379 549 327 393 653 
   Rank 57 60 58 60 61 57 57 46 61 59 47 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 501 504 506 509 512 514 517 521 526 532 538 545 551 554 560 564 569 573 576 580 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 765 700 663 15 18 32 51.0% 42.0% 33.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 514 500 514 23 23 33 54.5% 42.1% 30.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 431 395 371 11 12 17 53.5% 46.4% 48.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 181 195 223 42 42 39 46.1% 47.8% 54.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 113 113 112 38 43 50 52.5% 49.9% 54.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 16% 18% 42 35 29 70.9% 68.1% 75.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.36 1.48 1.71 42 35 34 71.4% 68.3% 74.6% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 221.9 200.5 270.8 408.8 513.3 480.4 513.3 24 23 4.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 70980 70261 73242 90713 106914 105761 101905 48 55 1.8% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.2 2.9 3.7 4.5 4.8 4.5 5.0 19 18 2.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 54824 58914 65395 71158 82779 86901 80649 29 33 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 51.7% 34.6% 34.4% 55.1% 61.6% 46.3% 51.9% 24 13 2.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 98.5% 71.5% 51.1% 60.1% 60.4% 48.9% 52.7% 11 11 -1.5% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 12.7% 14.9% 14.3% 14.6% 15.1% 15.7% 17.0% 18 17 0.6% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 78.8% 73.4% 60.9% 57.9% 62.6% 61.5% 41 47 -1.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 59 43 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,946 979 977 900 938 1,102 1,207 1,126 22% 
    Residential Renovations 1,665 556 568 459 530 525 527 575 5% 
    Non Residential 3,033 1,228 1,264 1,553 1,457 1,066 1,049 1,021 -27% 
    Engineering 5,075 1,780 1,775 2,044 1,882 1,592 1,767 1,503 -15% 
    Total 12,719 4,543 4,584 4,955 4,807 4,286 4,551 4,224 -9% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,805 1,767 1,745 1,595 1,650 1,924 2,096 1,942 19% 
    Residential Renovations 1,019 1,002 1,015 813 932 917 916 991 2% 
    Non Residential 1,854 2,216 2,258 2,753 2,562 1,861 1,821 1,760 -28% 
    Engineering 3,104 3,211 3,171 3,624 3,309 2,780 3,068 2,591 -16% 
    Total 7,782 8,196 8,189 8,785 8,453 7,482 7,900 7,285 -11% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 42 44 38 40 42 40 35 38  
    Residential Renovations 52 52 49 59 46 50 50 56  
    Non Residential 14 12 11 7 6 12 13 9  
    Engineering 25 29 31 29 30 29 23 26  
    Total 28 29 29 26 26 28 26 31  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 497.82 17043.0 5 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 13.43 1584.2 45 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.39 689.2 41 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.040 0.133 63 
Rates per Population 864.25 706.4 19 
General Purpose Grants per Population 23.31 65.7 51 
Roads Grants per Population 11.09 28.6 51 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 235,026 242,628 268,206 285,236 286,702 7 9 10 12 14 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 402,511 406,468 441,862 462,720 461,168 9 9 12 12 15 
UR Income ($m cvm) 13,038 14,235 17,996 20,616 18,401 9 12 12 15 20 
POW Emp 289,136 305,144 343,147 373,264 386,363 5 5 6 6 6 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 507,543 526,224 574,222 615,566 629,868 5 6 6 6 6 
POW Income ($m cvm) 16,127 18,125 22,903 27,013 24,539 6 6 6 6 7 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.9 32.2 31.7 31.2 30.9 63 64 60 61 55 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.4 35.0 40.7 44.6 39.9 37 49 29 30 36 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.8 33.2 32.2 31.7 31.4 38 30 49 48 43 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.8 34.4 39.9 43.9 39.0 40 49 26 27 37 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,303 2,827 2,434 1,970 2,042 2,129 2,485 2,140 1,712 1,696 
B Mining 905 1,179 1,947 2,593 2,583 1,139 1,342 2,352 2,905 2,619 
C Manufacturing 29,574 28,886 29,013 21,457 19,032 28,353 27,520 28,023 20,872 19,138 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,777 2,056 2,935 4,206 4,192 2,711 3,000 4,562 6,452 8,051 
E Construction 11,290 12,114 17,350 21,030 21,569 12,438 13,970 19,852 23,984 24,914 
F Wholesale Trade 11,427 9,226 9,769 9,268 9,269 11,718 9,870 10,661 9,935 9,085 
G Retail Trade 25,934 29,450 30,892 31,070 31,748 31,626 36,137 38,004 37,990 39,587 
H Accommodation & Food Services 17,298 18,280 15,894 18,849 19,486 21,209 23,124 20,266 24,235 25,269 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,313 8,424 9,408 9,317 9,311 10,112 10,369 11,463 11,459 15,145 
J Information Media & Telecoms 5,688 5,562 5,207 5,250 5,273 8,368 8,495 8,324 8,408 8,584 
K Financial & Insurance Services 9,677 9,784 11,711 11,693 11,745 15,979 16,598 19,803 20,180 20,458 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 4,084 4,275 4,581 4,698 4,733 4,833 5,137 5,734 6,251 6,366 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 16,986 18,325 20,886 23,576 23,753 23,630 25,877 30,075 35,153 35,826 
N Administrative & Support Services 7,642 9,010 8,896 9,918 10,081 10,965 13,401 13,368 14,827 15,312 
O Public Administration & Safety 12,604 13,480 19,900 22,050 22,054 18,193 20,322 30,541 35,303 35,924 
P Education & Training 21,493 21,567 24,285 27,288 27,709 24,211 24,360 27,894 32,541 33,634 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 32,995 34,343 39,078 45,025 45,938 41,981 44,832 51,365 59,920 63,221 
R Arts & Recreation Services 4,477 4,184 3,778 4,532 4,632 5,788 5,567 5,130 5,947 6,089 
S Other Services 10,559 9,657 10,241 11,444 11,551 13,752 12,739 13,587 15,189 15,443 
Z TOTAL 235,026 242,628 268,206 285,236 286,702 289,136 305,144 343,147 373,264 386,363 
Z1 Hi Tech 31,054 31,430 33,172 31,550 29,909 36,209 37,411 40,826 41,681 41,367 
Z2 Hi Income 31,727 33,749 39,503 43,137 43,403 46,688 50,497 59,946 66,590 67,473 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 58,965 60,094 67,141 76,845 78,279 71,980 74,759 84,389 98,408 102,944 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 1.7 4.0 0.1 0.1 -1.3 -1.1 -2.2 0.2 -3.0 -5.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 -0.2 -0.2 0.0 0.0 -0.1 -0.5 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 1.6 4.2 -0.1 0.1 -1.4 -1.3 -1.7 0.2 -3.0 -5.5 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 17,256 18,091 18,610 18,641 18,918 19,089 19,326 19,675 19,815 19,975 20,112 20,574 21,049 1.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 33,374 34,749 35,387 35,044 35,192 35,056 35,104 35,500 35,393 35,410 35,368 35,912 36,542 0.8% 
  - Per Cap Rank 14 14 15 17 19 16 16 17 19 21 20 19 18 0 
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The northern suburbs of Adelaide are mainly flat but rise into the hills at 
Tea Tree Gully. The Port is as old as the state but much of the region 
comprises post-war planned suburbs in which public housing was 
provided to house workers in new manufacturing industries. These 
industries have since declined and despite a number of high-profile 
research locations the region has had difficulty in converting to 
knowledge-based industry. The suburbs close to Adelaide South have 
experienced some gentrification but not yet much decentralisation of 
inner-city activities. 

 

Major centres: 

Port Adelaide, Salisbury, Elizabeth 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 615 623 630 637 642 649 1.2% 1.2% 1.1% 0.8% 1.1% 1.2% 0.9% 
No. Households 235 236 238 240 243 246 0.6% 0.7% 1.0% 1.0% 1.1% 0.8% 1.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 328 328 328 333 335 337 0.3% 0.0% 1.3% 0.6% 0.8% 0.5% 0.7% 
NIEIR Employment 293 294 292 296 298 302 0.3% -0.8% 1.3% 0.6% 1.4% 0.3% 1.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 34.1 34.0 36.1 36.6 36.7 35.0 -0.3% 6.3% 1.3% 0.3% -4.7% 2.4% -2.2% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.4% 10.3% 11.0% 11.0% 11.0% 10.4% -0.1 0.7 0.0 0.0 -0.6 0.2 -0.3 
Headline U/E Rate 6.7% 6.9% 7.6% 7.9% 8.4% 8.1% 0.2 0.7 0.3 0.5 -0.3 0.4 0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 12.9% 13.2% 13.7% 13.7% 13.1% 12.8% 0.3 0.5 0.0 -0.6 -0.3 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 16.4% 16.6% 17.0% 17.1% 17.0% 16.8% 0.1 0.5 0.0 -0.1 -0.2 0.2 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.3 21.9 21.6 21.5 21.2 21.5 -0.4 -0.3 -0.1 -0.3 0.3 -0.3 0.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 28.7% 29.1% 30.2% 29.8% 29.5% 28.5% 0.3 1.1 -0.4 -0.3 -1.0 0.4 -0.6 
Not In Employment (1) 41.3% 42.3% 43.2% 43.4% 44.2% 43.4% 0.9 0.9 0.2 0.9 -0.9 0.7 0.0 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 15,146 15,349 15,914 16,305 16,321 15,665 24,614 24,644 25,247 25,591 25,416 24,134 2.5% -2.0% 
Taxes Paid 3,144 3,196 3,320 3,576 3,621 3,499 5,109 5,131 5,266 5,614 5,638 5,390 4.4% -1.1% 
Benefits 3,798 3,829 4,069 4,152 4,122 3,998 6,172 6,148 6,455 6,516 6,419 6,159 3.0% -1.9% 
Business Income 1,792 1,443 1,297 1,585 1,697 1,652 2,913 2,316 2,058 2,488 2,643 2,545 -4.0% 2.1% 
Interest Paid 2,096 1,777 1,566 1,512 1,575 1,583 3,406 2,853 2,484 2,374 2,453 2,439 -10.3% 2.3% 
Property Income 3,035 2,924 3,072 3,185 3,218 3,212 4,933 4,694 4,874 4,999 5,011 4,949 1.6% 0.4% 
Disposable Income 22,825 22,812 23,914 24,865 24,984 24,301 37,093 36,628 37,940 39,027 38,906 37,440 2.9% -1.1% 
    Rank 16 16 16 16 16 16 63 63 58 56 59 62   
Resident GRP (Local) 25,424 25,117 25,480 25,233 24,366 23,771 61,748 60,517 60,857 59,796 57,627 56,203 -0.3% -2.9% 
    Rank 18 18 19 19 21 22 59 59 60 60 60 62   
Industry GRP (Local) 21,954 21,632 21,909 21,915 21,305 20,730 92,982 91,712 94,376 92,566 89,308 86,076 -0.1% -2.7% 
    Rank 19 19 19 19 19 19 44 44 37 40 42 47   
Headline GRP 25,613 25,844 25,949 26,577 26,823 27,235 108,478 109,570 111,782 112,258 112,444 113,087 1.2% 1.2% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 8.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 12.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.2% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 72.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 16.5 21 
2016 16.5 23 
2015 16.7 23 
2014 17.0 25 
2013 16.8 23 
2012 16.6 22 
2011 16.8 20 
2010 17.0 22 
2009 18.8 23 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.3% 25.3% 24.6% 24.1% 
   Age 20-29 13.6% 14.1% 15.1% 14.1% 
   Age 30-54 36.4% 35.3% 34.3% 33.7% 
   Age 55+   23.7% 25.3% 26.1% 28.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -92 1,199 1,002 
   Age 20-29  1,144 2,306 -245 
   Age 30-54  272 1,643 1,492 
   Age 55+    2,879 2,971 4,495 
Average Annual Growth  0.7% 1.4% 1.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 161.0 8,419.9 16 
    Hi Tech 19.8 979.0 15 
    Info. Tech 4.8 402.1 20 
    Engineering 19.1 813.0 14 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 24.8 34.4 23 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.0 4.0 19 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.7 1.6 27 
    Engineering p.a. 2.9 3.3 21 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 16 17 16 17 18 18 17 17 17 
   Rank 45 43 46 44 45 23 25 29 31 32 38 
Rainfall (mm) 351 318 380 463 575 489 353 501 323 352 644 
   Rank 59 64 59 59 59 62 62 49 62 63 48 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 544 547 549 551 554 557 559 562 567 575 583 592 601 608 615 623 630 637 642 649 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 459 435 423 53 62 61 30.6% 26.1% 21.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 388 373 405 52 52 54 41.1% 31.4% 24.3% 
    Value of Financial Assets 234 233 217 63 64 64 29.1% 27.3% 28.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 163 170 199 52 49 47 41.7% 41.7% 48.4% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 95 101 99 65 60 62 44.2% 44.3% 48.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 16% 18% 35 36 28 76.3% 67.9% 75.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.46 1.48 1.73 35 36 30 76.8% 68.0% 75.8% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 172.2 155.4 198.9 313.2 396.8 365.1 391.4 44 37 4.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 62447 61973 66011 78908 93167 96467 92294 60 64 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.8 2.5 3.0 4.0 4.3 3.8 4.2 27 27 2.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 39355 43187 45717 54522 59948 60021 52341 62 62 0.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 45.6% 30.0% 28.7% 41.7% 48.6% 36.8% 41.8% 28 25 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 72.3% 52.6% 40.4% 45.7% 49.7% 39.3% 41.6% 42 22 -1.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.9% 8.3% 8.1% 8.4% 8.3% 8.5% 8.9% 34 36 0.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 92.7% 90.2% 72.9% 72.9% 79.6% 73.5% 8 41 -1.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.1 50 35 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,960 1,035 852 750 845 948 971 1,062 22% 
    Residential Renovations 1,716 578 594 481 562 557 557 607 5% 
    Non Residential 1,717 689 603 408 490 645 477 474 6% 
    Engineering 3,714 1,933 1,927 2,230 2,086 1,511 1,735 1,608 -22% 
    Total 10,107 4,234 3,975 3,870 3,983 3,662 3,740 3,751 -6% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,667 1,703 1,385 1,205 1,341 1,488 1,511 1,637 18% 
    Residential Renovations 965 952 965 773 891 875 868 935 2% 
    Non Residential 965 1,134 979 656 778 1,012 743 730 3% 
    Engineering 2,085 3,181 3,131 3,580 3,309 2,372 2,702 2,478 -25% 
    Total 5,682 6,970 6,460 6,214 6,319 5,747 5,825 5,779 -9% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 49 47 48 58 53 55 53 45  
    Residential Renovations 57 57 54 62 54 56 57 61  
    Non Residential 48 53 46 58 49 41 57 54  
    Engineering 39 30 32 30 29 31 26 27  
    Total 51 36 41 44 39 49 49 50  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 431.00 17043.0 10 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 23.10 1584.2 31 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 7.02 689.2 35 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.070 0.133 48 
Rates per Population 671.18 706.4 43 
General Purpose Grants per Population 35.98 65.7 44 
Roads Grants per Population 10.93 28.6 52 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 229,604 240,415 269,353 293,152 300,922 9 10 8 11 11 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 393,923 404,692 451,047 478,317 474,901 11 10 10 11 13 
UR Income ($m cvm) 11,522 12,477 16,261 19,580 17,319 14 18 18 18 22 
POW Emp 193,490 200,779 224,378 236,114 240,830 11 12 12 13 15 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 337,086 344,199 381,325 392,742 389,558 12 12 12 12 16 
POW Income ($m cvm) 10,113 10,846 13,945 16,111 14,277 15 16 16 16 18 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.0 32.4 32.2 31.4 30.3 62 58 54 57 61 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.2 30.8 36.1 40.9 36.5 59 66 60 43 49 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.5 33.0 32.7 32.0 31.1 44 33 36 42 46 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.0 31.5 36.6 41.0 36.7 50 65 50 38 46 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,336 2,392 2,293 2,660 2,896 2,139 2,122 2,003 2,277 2,580 
B Mining 664 746 1,186 1,685 1,723 421 370 561 578 568 
C Manufacturing 39,796 40,522 43,597 34,936 31,589 43,609 45,429 49,372 39,286 36,309 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,276 2,267 3,192 4,259 4,368 1,486 1,615 2,201 2,665 2,387 
E Construction 12,180 13,558 19,265 23,595 24,880 11,964 13,547 18,889 23,165 24,044 
F Wholesale Trade 13,123 12,069 12,393 11,637 11,966 14,100 12,876 13,209 12,784 15,059 
G Retail Trade 27,609 31,491 32,905 34,320 36,129 23,652 26,824 28,086 29,649 31,012 
H Accommodation & Food Services 15,586 16,586 14,370 17,918 19,022 11,595 11,777 10,263 12,572 12,952 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 11,197 11,802 14,120 15,115 15,597 10,333 11,101 13,912 14,990 16,116 
J Information Media & Telecoms 4,881 4,774 4,511 4,503 4,626 2,758 2,432 2,222 2,187 2,178 
K Financial & Insurance Services 7,627 7,829 9,154 9,491 9,757 2,214 2,023 2,349 2,362 2,371 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,119 3,116 3,606 3,689 3,799 2,648 2,589 2,917 2,678 2,723 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 11,011 11,591 13,503 16,064 16,535 5,789 5,850 6,641 7,134 7,166 
N Administrative & Support Services 8,149 10,207 9,687 11,578 12,175 5,161 6,435 6,029 7,548 7,897 
O Public Administration & Safety 13,754 14,332 20,628 25,066 25,686 9,809 9,755 13,399 16,040 16,106 
P Education & Training 15,151 15,321 18,327 21,621 22,539 14,393 14,550 17,002 18,806 19,180 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 25,790 27,436 31,902 38,526 40,494 19,462 20,322 23,716 28,325 28,532 
R Arts & Recreation Services 3,648 3,452 3,004 3,468 3,635 2,436 2,263 1,974 2,414 2,653 
S Other Services 11,706 10,922 11,710 13,022 13,504 9,520 8,900 9,634 10,653 10,996 
Z TOTAL 229,604 240,415 269,353 293,152 300,922 193,490 200,779 224,378 236,114 240,830 
Z1 Hi Tech 30,046 30,425 33,790 31,254 28,727 27,821 28,212 30,983 25,901 23,027 
Z2 Hi Income 22,782 24,072 28,542 32,473 33,447 10,426 10,406 12,101 12,863 12,946 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 44,590 46,210 53,232 63,614 66,667 36,291 37,135 42,693 49,545 50,366 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 2.0 4.1 0.1 0.0 -0.9 -0.8 -2.2 0.4 -2.9 -4.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.8 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.6 0.0 0.0 -1.0 -1.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.5 2.6 4.8 -0.1 0.0 -1.4 -1.3 -1.7 0.5 -4.0 -6.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 14,733 15,277 15,711 16,334 17,219 17,385 17,616 18,143 18,423 18,696 18,906 19,482 20,039 2.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,364 27,169 27,688 28,420 29,533 29,347 29,318 29,864 29,939 30,018 29,995 30,579 31,206 1.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 46 50 49 52 50 51 53 53 54 52 53 51 48 0 
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Though flat, the South East of South Australia is limestone country with 
the remnants of volcanic activity. Further north, the sand ridges and 
swamps give way to the sand dunes of the SA Mallee, and further north 
again lies the narrow irrigated strip of the Riverland – an area whose water 
supplies proved unreliable during the recent drought. The plantation 
forestry and grazing in the south of the region gives way to wheat and 
barley as one travels north. Mt Gambier is a centre for timber processing 
while the Coonawarra limestone belt is known for its fine wines and the 
Riverland for both wine and fruit juice. 

 

Major centres: 

Mt Gambier, Naracoorte, Renmark 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 133 134 134 134 133 133 0.1% 0.2% 0.0% -0.3% -0.5% 0.1% -0.4% 
No. Households 53 53 53 53 53 54 0.1% 0.3% 0.5% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 0.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 71 71 70 70 69 71 -0.6% -0.8% -0.5% -0.9% 2.3% -0.6% 0.7% 
NIEIR Employment 64 63 62 62 61 63 -0.7% -1.6% -0.9% -1.2% 3.4% -1.1% 1.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.4 7.4 7.8 8.1 8.1 7.7 -0.2% 6.0% 2.9% 0.8% -5.7% 2.9% -2.5% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.4% 10.5% 11.2% 11.6% 11.8% 10.9% 0.0 0.7 0.4 0.2 -0.9 0.4 -0.4 
Headline U/E Rate 5.5% 5.6% 6.2% 6.8% 7.3% 6.4% 0.1 0.6 0.6 0.5 -0.9 0.4 -0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.8% 14.3% 15.0% 15.3% 14.9% 14.9% 0.5 0.8 0.3 -0.4 -0.1 0.5 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 17.1% 17.3% 17.9% 18.3% 18.5% 18.6% 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.2 25.3 25.5 25.9 25.5 26.1 0.1 0.2 0.4 -0.4 0.5 0.2 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.8% 25.0% 25.8% 25.8% 26.0% 22.4% 0.2 0.8 0.0 0.2 -3.6 0.3 -1.7 
Not In Employment (1) 33.6% 33.5% 32.9% 31.8% 32.9% 31.4% -0.2 -0.6 -1.1 1.0 -1.4 -0.6 -0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,720 2,736 2,820 2,826 2,862 2,861 20,391 20,486 21,069 21,116 21,452 21,544 1.3% 0.6% 
Taxes Paid 719 744 749 792 820 931 5,391 5,572 5,595 5,920 6,148 7,014 3.3% 8.4% 
Benefits 1,007 1,059 1,088 1,152 1,206 1,196 7,554 7,926 8,128 8,611 9,040 9,006 4.6% 1.9% 
Business Income 1,423 1,395 1,205 1,349 1,363 1,784 10,672 10,444 9,003 10,083 10,213 13,431 -1.8% 15.0% 
Interest Paid 387 329 290 279 284 285 2,901 2,467 2,168 2,082 2,128 2,149 -10.4% 1.2% 
Property Income 640 634 683 614 640 706 4,798 4,747 5,101 4,588 4,795 5,313 -1.4% 7.2% 
Disposable Income 5,749 5,798 5,801 5,956 6,075 6,617 43,106 43,418 43,339 44,513 45,529 49,828 1.2% 5.4% 
    Rank 60 60 60 60 60 57 37 32 37 35 33 18   
Resident GRP (Local) 5,379 5,289 5,431 5,411 5,200 5,079 63,587 62,820 64,854 65,185 63,193 62,621 0.2% -3.1% 
    Rank 62 62 61 62 63 63 53 52 46 43 44 47   
Industry GRP (Local) 5,259 5,140 5,255 5,217 5,037 4,913 85,029 83,982 87,803 87,992 85,398 80,889 -0.3% -3.0% 
    Rank 59 60 60 60 61 62 60 62 54 53 50 59   
Headline GRP 6,325 6,248 6,198 6,299 6,321 6,870 102,273 102,095 103,556 106,252 107,166 113,104 -0.1% 4.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 19.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 71.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 18.1 16 
2016 19.9 13 
2015 19.3 13 
2014 18.8 17 
2013 18.3 17 
2012 17.5 19 
2011 16.7 21 
2010 20.8 7 
2009 23.0 12 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.0% 26.8% 25.6% 24.3% 
   Age 20-29 11.0% 10.9% 10.9% 10.8% 
   Age 30-54 36.4% 34.8% 32.6% 30.1% 
   Age 55+   24.6% 27.6% 30.9% 34.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -232 -259 -370 
   Age 20-29  -7 23 -47 
   Age 30-54  -307 -532 -701 
   Age 55+    855 938 1,004 
Average Annual Growth  0.2% 0.1% -0.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 15.8 8,419.9 62 
    Hi Tech 0.5 979.0 65 
    Info. Tech 0.8 402.1 45 
    Engineering 2.2 813.0 59 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 11.9 34.4 58 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.4 4.0 65 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.6 1.6 36 
    Engineering p.a. 1.7 3.3 54 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 16 16 16 16 15 16 16 16 15 16 16 
   Rank 48 47 48 47 47 38 39 47 41 44 45 
Rainfall (mm) 318 322 350 482 637 435 360 522 306 362 572 
   Rank 64 63 62 56 55 64 60 48 63 62 55 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 130 130 130 130 131 131 131 132 132 133 133 133 133 133 133 134 134 134 133 133 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 420 450 429 57 58 59 28.0% 26.9% 22.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 288 267 294 63 63 63 30.5% 22.5% 17.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 264 324 299 54 29 34 32.7% 38.0% 38.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 131 142 164 64 64 62 33.6% 34.7% 40.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 122 109 124 26 50 33 56.6% 48.3% 60.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 12% 13% 12% 65 61 60 51.1% 53.9% 53.2% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 0.98 1.17 1.21 65 61 59 51.5% 54.0% 53.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 100.3 111.0 122.0 210.5 216.1 204.3 206.5 65 67 3.0% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 77723 77729 102266 101826 109427 108546 127424 30 20 2.4% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.4 1.5 1.3 2.2 2.1 2.0 1.8 66 66 0.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 79260 84105 94976 96193 103022 105212 92030 2 15 0.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 22.5% 17.8% 14.1% 26.4% 25.9% 19.8% 21.1% 65 62 0.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 63.6% 45.8% 33.0% 36.5% 36.5% 29.5% 31.5% 57 51 -1.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.2% 5.5% 5.1% 5.6% 5.0% 5.5% 5.6% 53 59 0.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 93.3% 93.2% 89.8% 94.7% 98.8% 98.4% 6 2 0.3% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 2.0 1.9 48 58 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 632 208 163 140 172 176 157 146 1% 
    Residential Renovations 447 146 149 121 139 138 138 151 5% 
    Non Residential 312 204 203 118 106 161 146 132 3% 
    Engineering 659 304 306 357 330 274 283 226 -21% 
    Total 2,050 863 821 735 747 748 725 654 -8% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,584 1,565 1,223 1,045 1,284 1,316 1,180 1,102 1% 
    Residential Renovations 1,118 1,100 1,115 902 1,038 1,030 1,037 1,133 5% 
    Non Residential 781 1,529 1,522 886 793 1,200 1,095 991 3% 
    Engineering 1,651 2,286 2,293 2,672 2,465 2,045 2,122 1,699 -21% 
    Total 5,133 6,480 6,153 5,505 5,580 5,590 5,434 4,925 -7% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 52 54 56 62 56 61 62 60  
    Residential Renovations 43 45 34 51 34 34 34 41  
    Non Residential 61 25 20 45 47 31 32 40  
    Engineering 50 42 44 39 35 35 34 47  
    Total 58 44 43 55 53 52 57 62  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 139.01 17043.0 50 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 29.94 1584.2 20 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.17 689.2 43 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.260 0.133 15 
Rates per Population 1041.83 706.4 9 
General Purpose Grants per Population 224.40 65.7 8 
Roads Grants per Population 46.25 28.6 25 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 56,247 61,392 64,362 63,543 63,129 55 53 54 58 60 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 103,512 107,846 112,447 111,128 109,880 55 54 55 58 60 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,925 4,874 4,370 4,348 3,796 54 52 57 59 62 
POW Emp 55,275 60,596 62,347 61,844 60,742 54 54 56 58 58 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 100,886 105,556 108,234 107,153 104,551 54 53 57 58 58 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,814 4,757 4,204 4,228 3,630 49 48 58 58 62 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.4 33.8 33.6 33.6 33.5 2 24 20 17 22 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 37.9 45.2 38.9 39.1 34.5 9 8 35 57 57 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.1 33.5 33.4 33.3 33.1 10 23 22 21 24 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 37.8 45.1 38.8 39.5 34.7 7 6 32 50 54 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 13,624 14,771 13,376 11,786 11,837 13,528 14,769 13,426 11,933 11,906 
B Mining 164 142 242 421 414 120 85 114 130 122 
C Manufacturing 8,212 8,334 9,806 7,542 7,229 7,917 8,236 9,220 7,385 7,356 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 514 540 669 762 753 480 528 625 660 673 
E Construction 2,597 3,772 4,036 4,168 3,794 2,403 3,491 3,823 3,942 3,607 
F Wholesale Trade 3,000 2,959 2,352 2,321 2,293 2,871 2,821 2,229 2,231 1,989 
G Retail Trade 5,828 6,663 7,239 7,093 7,177 5,598 6,526 7,077 7,103 7,341 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,660 4,138 3,480 3,983 4,058 3,640 4,180 3,472 3,928 4,006 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,008 2,421 2,858 2,878 2,856 2,033 2,399 2,768 2,695 2,243 
J Information Media & Telecoms 701 559 669 618 619 649 546 586 562 547 
K Financial & Insurance Services 990 876 967 1,045 1,051 939 848 914 951 915 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 545 600 667 634 639 532 591 636 642 641 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,099 1,254 1,382 1,504 1,510 1,029 1,167 1,238 1,345 1,293 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,132 1,719 2,052 1,999 2,004 1,457 1,963 1,966 1,871 1,814 
O Public Administration & Safety 1,969 1,941 2,585 2,862 2,844 1,983 1,908 2,454 2,677 2,633 
P Education & Training 3,214 3,260 3,769 4,246 4,273 3,114 3,268 3,782 4,292 4,232 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,224 4,772 5,502 6,600 6,694 4,372 4,687 5,449 6,543 6,481 
R Arts & Recreation Services 476 524 467 515 522 467 529 453 523 503 
S Other Services 2,290 2,149 2,242 2,567 2,566 2,143 2,054 2,115 2,432 2,439 
Z TOTAL 56,247 61,392 64,362 63,543 63,129 55,275 60,596 62,347 61,844 60,742 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,030 2,235 2,394 2,334 2,153 1,834 2,017 2,080 2,094 1,942 
Z2 Hi Income 2,627 2,813 3,283 3,623 3,630 2,524 2,644 2,915 3,024 2,908 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 7,914 8,555 9,739 11,360 11,489 7,953 8,483 9,684 11,358 11,216 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.6 -2.4 -0.7 0.1 -0.8 -1.0 -1.6 -2.2 -0.1 1.5 -0.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 -0.2 0.5 -0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.3 -3.3 -0.4 -0.1 -0.9 -0.4 -1.3 -1.7 -1.2 2.9 -0.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,473 3,334 3,347 3,445 3,588 3,639 3,579 3,518 3,493 3,556 3,557 3,636 3,671 0.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,460 25,283 25,345 25,993 27,000 27,342 26,844 26,413 26,190 26,624 26,577 27,170 27,514 0.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 44 60 62 62 63 63 63 63 64 64 64 64 64 0 
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The transport town of Port Augusta and industrial Whyalla lie at the head 
of Spencer Gulf. The winter tourist playground of the Flinders Ranges lies 
to the north-east, while the wheat country of Eyre Peninsula lies to the 
south-west. Iron ore is mined back of Whyalla and an export trade is 
developing as well as supply to the domestic steel industry. However, the 
really big mine in the region is that at Olympic Dam. The northern two-
thirds of the region comprise a vast dry outback, much of which is 
Aboriginal land. 

 

Major centres: 

Port Augusta, Whyalla, Port Lincoln 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 87 88 88 88 88 87 0.4% 0.3% 0.1% -0.6% -0.9% 0.3% -0.7% 
No. Households 33 34 34 34 34 34 0.6% 0.8% 0.7% 0.2% -0.1% 0.7% 0.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 48 48 47 48 48 47 0.8% -1.7% 1.2% -0.1% -1.5% 0.1% -0.8% 
NIEIR Employment 43 43 42 43 43 42 0.2% -2.4% 1.4% 1.1% -1.2% -0.3% -0.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 4.7 5.0 5.2 5.2 4.7 4.5 6.0% 5.0% -0.4% -9.5% -4.3% 3.5% -6.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.9% 10.4% 11.1% 10.9% 9.9% 9.6% 0.5 0.7 -0.2 -1.0 -0.3 0.3 -0.7 
Headline U/E Rate 5.5% 6.2% 7.0% 7.0% 6.2% 6.1% 0.7 0.8 0.0 -0.8 -0.1 0.5 -0.5 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.4% 13.8% 14.4% 14.6% 14.1% 14.0% 0.4 0.6 0.2 -0.5 -0.1 0.4 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 18.0% 18.5% 18.9% 19.5% 19.8% 20.3% 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.2 25.2 25.3 25.3 24.9 25.5 0.0 0.1 0.1 -0.5 0.6 0.0 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.5% 25.6% 27.4% 26.3% 24.6% 24.0% 0.1 1.8 -1.1 -1.7 -0.5 0.2 -1.1 
Not In Employment (1) 33.7% 33.7% 33.5% 33.3% 34.5% 32.9% 0.0 -0.2 -0.2 1.2 -1.6 -0.1 -0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,465 2,520 2,547 2,643 2,647 2,542 28,199 28,705 28,931 29,991 30,203 29,254 2.4% -1.9% 
Taxes Paid 636 667 667 729 749 755 7,277 7,596 7,577 8,271 8,545 8,693 4.7% 1.8% 
Benefits 540 551 590 611 635 640 6,174 6,281 6,702 6,928 7,250 7,361 4.2% 2.3% 
Business Income 632 573 577 652 663 736 7,235 6,521 6,552 7,394 7,565 8,468 1.0% 6.2% 
Interest Paid 261 228 200 185 181 182 2,989 2,602 2,277 2,103 2,063 2,092 -10.8% -1.0% 
Property Income 453 443 451 474 477 492 5,185 5,045 5,118 5,374 5,445 5,666 1.5% 1.9% 
Disposable Income 3,922 3,904 4,033 4,259 4,290 4,304 44,868 44,467 45,806 48,317 48,948 49,541 2.8% 0.5% 
    Rank 67 66 66 66 66 67 31 27 25 18 17 21   
Resident GRP (Local) 3,684 3,676 3,723 3,631 3,425 3,285 64,018 63,684 64,517 62,983 60,131 58,784 -0.5% -4.9% 
    Rank 67 67 67 67 67 67 50 49 49 51 54 57   
Industry GRP (Local) 3,809 3,787 3,818 3,687 3,467 3,308 84,151 83,914 87,251 84,271 78,439 75,779 -1.1% -5.3% 
    Rank 66 66 66 67 67 67 63 63 55 60 64 65   
Headline GRP 7,753 7,923 7,939 7,840 8,080 8,150 171,290 175,567 181,398 179,173 182,790 186,684 0.4% 2.0% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 11.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 3.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 10.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 18.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 70.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.9 31 
2016 14.8 37 
2015 14.3 37 
2014 14.6 37 
2013 14.1 37 
2012 13.8 37 
2011 14.4 35 
2010 24.0 2 
2009 25.2 9 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.4% 27.9% 26.3% 25.0% 
   Age 20-29 12.4% 12.4% 13.4% 12.7% 
   Age 30-54 36.4% 35.7% 34.1% 32.5% 
   Age 55+   21.9% 24.1% 26.2% 29.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -229 -138 -258 
   Age 20-29  7 238 -137 
   Age 30-54  -91 -110 -298 
   Age 55+    390 491 589 
Average Annual Growth  0.1% 0.6% -0.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 4.9 8,419.9 67 
    Hi Tech 0.3 979.0 66 
    Info. Tech 0.0 402.1 65 
    Engineering 0.4 813.0 66 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 5.6 34.4 65 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.3 4.0 66 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.0 1.6 65 
    Engineering p.a. 0.5 3.3 66 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 19 17 18 18 19 18 18 18 
   Rank 22 21 24 19 36 18 20 17 23 24 31 
Rainfall (mm) 222 168 259 297 401 319 240 329 201 340 446 
   Rank 66 67 67 66 64 67 67 66 67 64 65 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 86 86 86 86 85 85 84 84 84 85 86 86 87 87 87 88 88 88 88 87 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 394 398 380 62 65 64 26.3% 23.9% 19.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 294 306 285 61 61 65 31.1% 25.8% 17.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 237 246 260 61 58 50 29.4% 28.9% 33.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 137 154 165 63 60 61 34.9% 37.8% 40.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 122 119 126 25 35 29 56.8% 52.7% 61.8% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 12% 13% 12% 64 62 62 52.5% 53.4% 51.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.01 1.17 1.19 64 62 61 52.9% 53.6% 51.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 99.3 104.1 115.1 200.1 248.5 240.7 206.7 67 66 3.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 81854 78051 97990 100464 112691 120388 128756 29 17 2.4% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.4 1.6 1.4 2.1 2.4 2.2 1.8 63 65 0.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 48992 57586 61982 72939 75776 78037 68368 33 44 0.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 27.1% 19.4% 15.8% 26.4% 34.0% 26.9% 23.9% 61 56 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 73.4% 49.6% 38.1% 38.1% 44.7% 35.7% 34.1% 49 39 -1.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.1% 6.2% 5.9% 5.6% 5.4% 5.7% 5.7% 49 56 -0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 95.8% 93.5% 88.5% 93.7% 98.4% 96.2% 3 5 0.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 61 47 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 448 108 108 127 135 136 93 50 -25% 
    Residential Renovations 281 93 96 78 91 91 91 98 6% 
    Non Residential 295 133 112 97 128 147 83 98 -3% 
    Engineering 1,429 625 761 771 655 541 562 451 -29% 
    Total 2,454 959 1,077 1,072 1,010 915 828 697 -23% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,736 1,247 1,232 1,447 1,536 1,546 1,059 576 -25% 
    Residential Renovations 1,089 1,067 1,100 888 1,032 1,029 1,034 1,132 6% 
    Non Residential 1,143 1,534 1,277 1,100 1,458 1,668 948 1,124 -2% 
    Engineering 5,526 7,184 8,708 8,777 7,443 6,142 6,410 5,189 -29% 
    Total 9,494 11,032 12,318 12,212 11,468 10,386 9,451 8,021 -23% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 45 64 55 45 47 53 63 67  
    Residential Renovations 46 49 37 52 35 35 35 42  
    Non Residential 34 24 28 30 19 17 44 32  
    Engineering 14 10 13 15 16 16 12 13  
    Total 20 17 16 16 17 17 17 24  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 80.56 17043.0 66 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 22.21 1584.2 32 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 4.78 689.2 54 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.335 0.133 10 
Rates per Population 919.09 706.4 16 
General Purpose Grants per Population 253.42 65.7 5 
Roads Grants per Population 54.56 28.6 21 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 38,348 36,493 40,366 42,803 42,014 66 66 66 67 67 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 66,926 62,037 69,267 75,562 73,462 66 66 67 67 67 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,422 2,860 2,854 2,942 2,492 64 64 67 67 67 
POW Emp 38,197 36,815 40,884 45,264 43,659 66 66 66 66 66 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 65,934 61,962 69,962 80,083 75,921 66 66 66 66 66 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,418 2,836 2,862 3,067 2,516 64 65 66 66 66 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.6 32.7 33.0 33.9 33.6 53 53 39 15 20 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.2 46.1 41.2 38.9 33.9 13 7 24 58 59 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.2 32.4 32.9 34.0 33.4 48 45 30 15 18 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.7 45.8 40.9 38.3 33.1 12 5 23 60 62 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 5,040 4,926 4,808 4,111 4,162 5,001 4,896 4,814 4,010 3,701 
B Mining 1,731 1,614 2,501 3,560 3,581 2,469 2,344 3,747 5,873 5,236 
C Manufacturing 3,778 3,382 4,085 3,862 3,414 3,622 3,257 3,817 3,863 3,696 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 584 557 835 796 775 646 660 869 1,011 966 
E Construction 2,185 2,298 3,286 3,669 3,098 2,231 2,436 3,484 4,019 3,512 
F Wholesale Trade 1,070 1,042 1,031 1,204 1,207 1,048 979 972 1,172 1,013 
G Retail Trade 4,002 4,122 4,277 4,058 4,117 3,743 4,001 4,133 3,929 4,142 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,079 2,990 2,568 3,027 3,068 3,086 3,049 2,587 3,112 3,231 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,074 1,658 1,751 2,016 1,996 2,060 1,636 1,713 2,005 1,821 
J Information Media & Telecoms 465 311 329 345 347 444 292 281 319 323 
K Financial & Insurance Services 620 516 594 614 620 578 498 564 579 583 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 429 346 420 464 470 402 336 388 442 454 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 864 743 905 1,031 1,038 844 763 890 1,052 1,046 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,103 1,344 1,231 1,427 1,451 1,032 1,284 1,182 1,503 1,546 
O Public Administration & Safety 1,971 2,449 2,615 2,628 2,576 2,147 2,387 2,572 2,431 2,382 
P Education & Training 3,087 2,810 3,169 3,268 3,299 2,810 2,704 3,023 3,210 3,233 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,455 3,765 4,300 4,767 4,819 4,295 3,708 4,250 4,729 4,755 
R Arts & Recreation Services 271 236 265 346 354 259 228 236 360 358 
S Other Services 1,543 1,381 1,397 1,610 1,621 1,480 1,358 1,362 1,647 1,660 
Z TOTAL 38,348 36,493 40,366 42,803 42,014 38,197 36,815 40,884 45,264 43,659 
Z1 Hi Tech 1,359 1,444 1,689 1,700 1,555 1,436 1,496 1,661 1,682 1,558 
Z2 Hi Income 3,676 3,391 4,613 5,944 5,983 4,340 4,103 5,785 8,285 7,659 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 7,812 6,812 7,734 8,381 8,472 7,364 6,640 7,508 8,299 8,347 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -2.1 -0.1 0.1 -0.4 -2.1 -2.4 -2.2 -0.1 0.0 -2.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.2 0.9 1.5 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.0 -0.1 -0.6 -1.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.2 -1.6 1.3 -0.1 -0.6 -1.7 -2.2 -1.7 -0.8 0.0 -3.4 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 2,261 2,185 2,148 2,241 2,437 2,507 2,475 2,463 2,483 2,490 2,449 2,491 2,565 0.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,787 25,992 25,474 26,362 28,470 29,121 28,577 28,327 28,405 28,368 27,823 28,257 29,268 0.7% 
  - Per Cap Rank 41 55 60 60 58 52 58 62 60 60 63 63 63 0 
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The highest rainfall in South Australia falls on the Mt Lofty ranges and the 
area has many beautiful gardens, as well as being a commuter zone for 
Adelaide. Similarly the southern shore of the region is picturesque and 
provides the site for a row of retirement resorts. On the southern edge of 
the metropolitan area viticulture is being pushed aside by commuter 
suburbs. Kangaroo Island is becoming well-known as a destination for eco-
tourism. 

 

Major centres: 

Victor Harbor, Mt Barker 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 119 120 121 122 123 124 0.9% 1.2% 1.2% 0.8% 0.8% 1.1% 0.8% 
No. Households 45 46 46 47 47 48 0.9% 1.1% 1.3% 1.2% 1.3% 1.1% 1.3% 
NIEIR Workforce 62 62 62 63 64 65 -0.2% 0.1% 1.0% 1.6% 1.6% 0.3% 1.6% 
NIEIR Employment 58 58 58 58 59 60 -0.3% -0.6% 0.9% 1.1% 2.0% 0.0% 1.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 4.4 4.5 4.9 5.0 5.4 5.2 1.5% 9.4% 2.2% 7.4% -3.4% 4.3% 1.8% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.1% 7.2% 7.9% 8.0% 8.4% 8.0% 0.1 0.7 0.1 0.5 -0.4 0.3 0.0 
Headline U/E Rate 4.4% 4.7% 5.2% 5.4% 6.2% 5.9% 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.8 -0.3 0.3 0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.6% 8.9% 9.2% 9.3% 8.9% 8.8% 0.3 0.4 0.1 -0.4 -0.1 0.2 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 11.2% 11.4% 11.8% 11.9% 11.8% 11.9% 0.2 0.4 0.1 -0.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.4 24.2 24.1 24.4 24.0 24.4 -0.2 -0.1 0.3 -0.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 21.9% 22.0% 22.6% 22.1% 21.3% 19.4% 0.1 0.7 -0.5 -0.8 -1.9 0.1 -1.4 
Not In Employment (1) 35.7% 36.3% 36.5% 35.7% 36.9% 35.8% 0.5 0.2 -0.8 1.2 -1.1 0.0 0.0 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,827 2,905 3,001 3,099 3,113 3,040 23,827 24,266 24,778 25,298 25,211 24,418 3.1% -1.0% 
Taxes Paid 695 711 731 799 813 816 5,855 5,936 6,034 6,525 6,588 6,552 4.8% 1.0% 
Benefits 976 1,038 1,083 1,115 1,154 1,132 8,226 8,671 8,945 9,099 9,345 9,091 4.5% 0.8% 
Business Income 802 682 632 748 780 848 6,760 5,699 5,218 6,106 6,314 6,809 -2.3% 6.5% 
Interest Paid 430 372 328 317 332 333 3,625 3,104 2,706 2,584 2,687 2,677 -9.7% 2.6% 
Property Income 740 720 725 757 776 808 6,237 6,012 5,990 6,177 6,287 6,494 0.7% 3.4% 
Disposable Income 5,189 5,220 5,365 5,661 5,764 5,832 43,733 43,601 44,299 46,211 46,685 46,845 2.9% 1.5% 
    Rank 63 63 64 62 63 63 33 31 33 28 27 30   
Resident GRP (Local) 5,418 5,371 5,461 5,463 5,247 5,112 72,875 72,401 73,463 73,343 70,424 68,873 0.3% -3.3% 
    Rank 60 60 60 61 62 62 26 28 26 26 33 36   
Industry GRP (Local) 3,781 3,728 3,778 3,800 3,701 3,637 99,280 98,739 101,623 101,789 97,147 93,600 0.2% -2.2% 
    Rank 67 67 67 66 66 66 29 29 25 26 29 35   
Headline GRP 4,103 4,102 4,084 4,193 4,272 4,406 107,741 108,663 109,857 112,335 112,160 113,398 0.7% 2.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.5% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.7% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 12.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 65.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 19.4 10 
2016 20.0 11 
2015 19.7 11 
2014 20.2 11 
2013 19.9 11 
2012 18.8 12 
2011 17.9 16 
2010 11.7 47 
2009 14.2 43 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.1% 25.8% 24.5% 23.4% 
   Age 20-29 9.3% 9.0% 9.2% 9.6% 
   Age 30-54 37.5% 34.8% 32.2% 29.0% 
   Age 55+   26.1% 30.4% 34.0% 38.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  196 127 13 
   Age 20-29  99 203 199 
   Age 30-54  93 -46 -433 
   Age 55+    1,431 1,351 1,389 
Average Annual Growth  1.7% 1.4% 1.0% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 28.1 8,419.9 51 
    Hi Tech 1.5 979.0 56 
    Info. Tech 0.4 402.1 58 
    Engineering 2.8 813.0 55 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 22.6 34.4 28 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.2 4.0 45 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 49 
    Engineering p.a. 2.2 3.3 37 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 14 15 14 15 15 15 15 14 14 
   Rank 57 56 56 56 56 51 48 51 49 55 58 
Rainfall (mm) 459 443 466 600 700 571 478 603 447 688 1,010 
   Rank 43 54 49 46 53 54 47 37 50 40 12 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 95 96 98 99 101 103 105 107 109 110 112 114 116 117 119 120 121 122 123 124 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 690 640 673 19 26 30 46.0% 38.4% 34.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 478 459 512 27 27 34 50.7% 38.6% 30.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 383 365 385 16 19 13 47.5% 42.9% 50.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 171 184 223 49 45 37 43.6% 45.1% 54.3% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 114 116 122 37 38 37 52.7% 51.3% 59.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 15% 16% 50 46 41 67.2% 63.0% 68.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.29 1.37 1.58 50 46 38 67.7% 63.1% 69.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 175.8 168.3 215.8 354.5 406.8 374.5 390.5 39 39 4.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 72464 70959 81211 89533 107227 108457 113319 46 39 2.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.4 2.4 2.7 4.1 3.8 3.5 3.5 33 38 1.8% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 93665 106088 115323 127861 133778 135538 113764 1 4 0.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 41.8% 29.4% 26.7% 46.4% 50.2% 37.2% 41.5% 31 26 1.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 84.9% 61.3% 43.4% 54.2% 59.8% 45.0% 48.3% 23 13 -1.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 3.0% 3.4% 2.9% 3.5% 2.7% 2.7% 2.9% 62 67 -0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 97.7% 93.2% 80.3% 95.0% 96.2% 90.7% 1 13 -0.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 34 39 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 972 330 293 249 254 285 283 283 7% 
    Residential Renovations 380 130 134 109 127 128 129 142 8% 
    Non Residential 276 103 56 30 55 104 80 60 72% 
    Engineering 327 155 158 223 214 187 157 127 -21% 
    Total 1,956 718 641 612 650 705 649 611 3% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,837 2,810 2,471 2,083 2,096 2,328 2,295 2,272 4% 
    Residential Renovations 1,109 1,109 1,131 914 1,052 1,047 1,049 1,137 4% 
    Non Residential 804 879 469 253 457 851 644 478 67% 
    Engineering 950 1,325 1,329 1,865 1,765 1,526 1,272 1,018 -23% 
    Total 5,700 6,123 5,400 5,114 5,369 5,752 5,260 4,906 0% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 19 17 21 30 32 26 29 29  
    Residential Renovations 45 43 33 47 33 31 33 40  
    Non Residential 59 63 67 67 66 47 63 66  
    Engineering 64 63 64 50 49 50 57 62  
    Total 49 56 58 61 56 48 61 63  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 129.19 17043.0 53 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 4.01 1584.2 65 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 2.59 689.2 64 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.051 0.133 54 
Rates per Population 1046.37 706.4 7 
General Purpose Grants per Population 32.48 65.7 46 
Roads Grants per Population 20.99 28.6 36 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 40,857 46,928 53,870 57,990 59,714 63 62 61 63 62 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 70,597 78,950 88,496 94,587 93,906 64 62 62 64 64 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,456 3,088 3,590 4,035 3,602 62 62 63 62 63 
POW Emp 29,953 32,072 35,117 38,084 38,858 67 67 67 67 67 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 50,113 51,667 56,236 59,837 58,781 67 67 67 67 67 
POW Income ($m cvm) 1,662 1,964 2,167 2,397 2,127 67 66 67 67 67 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.2 32.4 31.6 31.4 30.2 58 59 61 58 63 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.8 39.1 40.6 42.7 38.4 22 28 31 33 41 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.2 31.0 30.8 30.2 29.1 64 65 63 62 64 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.2 38.0 38.5 40.1 36.2 28 31 34 43 52 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 4,159 4,349 4,043 3,698 3,906 4,587 4,681 4,276 3,707 4,024 
B Mining 236 351 536 882 904 131 118 164 477 463 
C Manufacturing 4,250 4,529 5,313 4,417 4,143 2,960 2,929 3,349 2,891 3,019 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 342 368 588 777 798 182 200 269 382 355 
E Construction 2,418 3,945 4,989 5,287 5,187 2,019 2,872 3,695 3,777 3,714 
F Wholesale Trade 1,789 1,777 1,915 1,858 1,911 1,077 978 977 953 877 
G Retail Trade 4,297 5,238 5,857 6,125 6,452 3,688 4,199 4,574 4,988 4,806 
H Accommodation & Food Services 2,883 3,340 3,212 3,711 3,925 2,881 3,059 2,874 3,547 3,809 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 1,431 1,593 1,975 1,974 2,033 866 906 1,095 1,114 1,192 
J Information Media & Telecoms 730 726 832 856 886 355 329 353 335 337 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,108 1,109 1,383 1,395 1,444 455 394 489 474 476 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 692 773 873 932 965 518 523 590 621 622 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,396 2,635 3,102 3,803 3,926 1,185 1,129 1,283 1,687 1,671 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,090 1,743 1,733 1,936 2,031 904 1,339 1,257 1,386 1,414 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,238 2,437 3,556 4,120 4,223 1,173 1,095 1,544 1,867 1,804 
P Education & Training 3,468 3,866 4,593 5,224 5,447 2,298 2,469 2,897 3,283 3,385 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,789 5,557 6,639 7,749 8,156 2,760 3,047 3,640 4,453 4,665 
R Arts & Recreation Services 689 759 681 866 903 543 570 489 574 590 
S Other Services 1,851 1,832 2,049 2,379 2,472 1,370 1,234 1,305 1,568 1,634 
Z TOTAL 40,857 46,928 53,870 57,990 59,714 29,953 32,072 35,117 38,084 38,858 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,588 3,890 4,638 5,025 4,893 1,691 1,632 1,873 2,119 2,079 
Z2 Hi Income 4,258 4,809 5,869 6,923 7,151 2,106 2,041 2,416 3,052 3,024 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 8,946 10,182 11,913 13,840 14,506 5,601 6,086 7,025 8,311 8,641 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 0.0 2.2 0.1 -0.1 -1.2 -1.2 -2.2 0.0 -1.2 -3.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 -0.1 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 -0.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 -0.2 2.5 -0.1 -0.2 -1.0 -1.1 -1.7 -0.3 -0.7 -3.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,198 3,404 3,580 3,751 4,000 4,014 4,016 4,134 4,164 4,209 4,331 4,559 4,744 3.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,405 31,784 32,928 33,945 35,568 35,135 34,578 35,237 35,088 35,155 35,764 37,214 38,428 2.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 22 20 18 18 16 15 19 19 22 22 19 16 16 0 
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The belt from Yorke Peninsula to Goyder’s Line is basically dry farming 
country. The western part, north of Adelaide, is gently hilly. Some of the 
hills attract enough rain to support vine growing, and the Barossa and 
Clare valleys are both major wine regions. It is now many years since the 
mining industry was fundamental to the region’s economy but it has left 
a heritage of old towns which are visited by tourists as well as the still-
active smelters at Port Pirie. 

 

Major centres: 

Wallaroo, Tanunda, Port Pirie 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 141 142 144 144 145 146 0.7% 0.9% 0.6% 0.7% 0.2% 0.7% 0.5% 
No. Households 56 57 57 58 58 59 0.8% 1.0% 1.0% 0.8% 0.7% 0.9% 0.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 72 72 72 74 74 72 -0.5% 0.4% 2.2% 0.3% -3.0% 0.7% -1.4% 
NIEIR Employment 65 65 64 65 66 64 -0.8% -0.9% 1.8% 0.4% -1.8% 0.0% -0.7% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.1 7.3 8.2 8.6 8.6 7.5 2.6% 12.3% 5.4% 0.0% -12.4% 6.7% -6.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 9.8% 10.1% 11.3% 11.6% 11.6% 10.5% 0.3 1.2 0.4 0.0 -1.1 0.6 -0.6 
Headline U/E Rate 4.2% 4.8% 6.2% 6.7% 7.1% 6.2% 0.6 1.4 0.5 0.4 -0.9 0.8 -0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.3% 13.6% 14.0% 14.2% 13.6% 13.4% 0.3 0.4 0.2 -0.6 -0.2 0.3 -0.4 
Social Security Take-up 16.5% 16.8% 17.5% 17.7% 18.0% 18.0% 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.5 24.4 24.3 24.5 23.9 24.2 -0.1 -0.1 0.1 -0.6 0.4 0.0 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.4% 26.1% 27.0% 25.7% 25.7% 26.5% 0.7 1.0 -1.3 0.0 0.8 0.1 0.4 
Not In Employment (1) 35.6% 35.8% 36.0% 35.6% 37.2% 36.2% 0.2 0.2 -0.4 1.6 -0.9 0.0 0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 3,081 3,104 3,228 3,350 3,296 3,107 21,790 21,812 22,476 23,199 22,663 21,316 2.8% -3.7% 
Taxes Paid 778 785 821 916 920 957 5,501 5,514 5,715 6,341 6,329 6,566 5.6% 2.2% 
Benefits 1,083 1,135 1,224 1,248 1,265 1,243 7,661 7,974 8,521 8,645 8,700 8,527 4.8% -0.2% 
Business Income 1,135 1,024 1,078 1,218 1,237 1,527 8,030 7,196 7,508 8,431 8,505 10,478 2.4% 12.0% 
Interest Paid 454 378 334 325 331 333 3,213 2,656 2,329 2,252 2,276 2,282 -10.5% 1.1% 
Property Income 760 712 752 801 798 837 5,377 5,001 5,234 5,549 5,489 5,746 1.8% 2.2% 
Disposable Income 5,926 5,867 6,249 6,594 6,556 6,733 41,916 41,226 43,511 45,661 45,084 46,191 3.6% 1.0% 
    Rank 59 59 58 57 56 56 42 43 36 31 34 31   
Resident GRP (Local) 5,745 5,654 5,761 5,710 5,432 5,246 65,582 64,507 65,471 64,897 61,513 59,863 -0.2% -4.1% 
    Rank 59 59 59 59 60 61 43 47 44 44 50 53   
Industry GRP (Local) 4,906 4,835 4,925 4,871 4,659 4,547 90,498 89,380 91,927 89,888 85,377 84,313 -0.2% -3.4% 
    Rank 63 63 62 63 64 64 50 51 44 48 51 51   
Headline GRP 5,991 6,043 6,045 6,149 6,195 6,593 110,507 111,706 112,825 113,459 113,523 122,251 0.9% 3.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 4.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.2% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 70.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 18.5 13 
2016 19.3 16 
2015 18.9 17 
2014 19.6 14 
2013 19.3 13 
2012 18.3 17 
2011 17.8 17 
2010 17.1 21 
2009 19.5 20 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.2% 26.2% 25.2% 24.3% 
   Age 20-29 9.2% 9.4% 9.9% 9.8% 
   Age 30-54 35.6% 34.3% 31.9% 29.4% 
   Age 55+   27.9% 30.1% 32.9% 36.5% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  88 4 -41 
   Age 20-29  170 251 36 
   Age 30-54  119 -290 -455 
   Age 55+    959 1,126 1,337 
Average Annual Growth  1.0% 0.8% 0.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 17.3 8,419.9 59 
    Hi Tech 0.9 979.0 61 
    Info. Tech 0.1 402.1 63 
    Engineering 2.9 813.0 53 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 11.8 34.4 60 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.6 4.0 61 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.1 1.6 64 
    Engineering p.a. 2.0 3.3 42 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 17 16 17 16 16 16 16 15 16 16 
   Rank 42 38 43 45 46 36 36 45 47 43 47 
Rainfall (mm) 337 277 359 424 548 425 357 501 273 386 567 
   Rank 61 65 61 63 60 65 61 51 66 60 57 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 127 127 127 128 129 130 131 133 134 136 137 139 140 140 141 142 144 144 145 146 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 467 439 430 51 60 58 31.1% 26.3% 22.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 328 323 348 58 58 60 34.8% 27.2% 20.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 278 268 259 40 48 52 34.5% 31.5% 33.6% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 139 152 176 61 61 52 35.5% 37.2% 42.9% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 109 109 115 46 51 44 50.4% 48.2% 56.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 14% 13% 14% 59 58 50 59.1% 56.8% 59.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.13 1.24 1.37 59 58 49 59.5% 57.0% 59.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 115.1 115.6 125.2 229.2 280.2 254.5 253.1 62 61 3.8% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 70305 67601 93815 86109 103209 106795 112409 53 43 2.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.7 1.7 1.5 2.7 2.8 2.5 2.4 60 55 1.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 45437 51511 65553 60620 65576 66382 57426 47 58 0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 26.3% 19.0% 13.7% 28.0% 32.4% 24.2% 25.3% 62 53 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 61.1% 43.1% 28.0% 36.6% 39.3% 30.9% 33.1% 63 44 -1.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 3.5% 4.3% 3.6% 3.3% 2.8% 3.0% 3.0% 59 66 -1.8% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 96.6% 95.9% 91.2% 96.1% 97.8% 99.7% 2 1 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 52 61 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 812 266 228 208 234 243 227 202 0% 
    Residential Renovations 472 159 163 132 155 155 155 169 7% 
    Non Residential 376 197 128 76 100 156 141 129 40% 
    Engineering 879 249 244 284 265 210 219 175 -24% 
    Total 2,539 871 762 700 755 765 742 675 -2% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,954 1,898 1,612 1,460 1,631 1,683 1,559 1,383 -2% 
    Residential Renovations 1,137 1,133 1,152 928 1,082 1,077 1,069 1,161 5% 
    Non Residential 903 1,400 902 532 699 1,079 971 886 38% 
    Engineering 2,110 1,775 1,727 1,997 1,842 1,457 1,503 1,200 -25% 
    Total 6,103 6,206 5,393 4,917 5,255 5,295 5,102 4,629 -3% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 37 42 42 43 43 48 51 52  
    Residential Renovations 40 41 31 45 27 25 27 37  
    Non Residential 52 32 49 63 58 37 42 47  
    Engineering 41 52 56 48 46 54 52 59  
    Total 44 53 59 63 57 57 62 65  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 155.42 17043.0 48 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 20.71 1584.2 35 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.90 689.2 47 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.171 0.133 29 
Rates per Population 1068.77 706.4 5 
General Purpose Grants per Population 142.39 65.7 20 
Roads Grants per Population 40.60 28.6 28 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 50,523 54,068 61,224 65,269 64,258 60 60 59 56 59 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 89,432 92,390 105,429 111,702 110,051 60 60 59 57 59 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,243 5,081 4,054 4,432 3,864 57 49 58 58 61 
POW Emp 44,978 47,478 51,931 54,211 53,927 63 62 62 62 63 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 79,197 80,358 88,577 91,413 91,172 61 62 63 64 64 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,858 4,553 3,320 3,593 3,165 60 50 63 64 64 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 32.9 33.1 32.9 32.9 44 50 35 32 25 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.3 55.0 38.5 39.7 35.1 11 1 38 50 55 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.9 32.5 32.8 32.4 32.5 35 41 34 28 28 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.1 56.7 37.5 39.3 34.7 13 1 40 52 55 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 8,979 9,021 8,987 7,691 7,560 9,100 9,239 9,156 8,134 8,473 
B Mining 382 373 719 1,037 991 245 182 256 325 310 
C Manufacturing 7,222 7,695 9,658 8,952 8,165 5,998 6,242 7,835 7,249 6,928 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 461 446 663 845 822 349 328 414 530 609 
E Construction 2,430 3,482 4,672 5,110 5,058 2,046 2,846 3,877 3,957 3,760 
F Wholesale Trade 2,145 2,127 2,023 2,244 2,215 1,723 1,699 1,521 1,569 1,593 
G Retail Trade 5,285 6,019 6,458 6,893 6,943 4,904 5,497 5,828 6,013 5,955 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,304 3,767 3,413 3,984 4,023 3,364 3,826 3,378 3,966 4,125 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,057 2,323 2,788 3,117 3,068 1,593 1,719 1,969 2,160 1,988 
J Information Media & Telecoms 825 596 619 611 606 712 489 434 426 421 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,099 874 1,026 1,087 1,089 885 680 770 802 788 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 541 547 636 689 693 475 474 529 532 534 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,228 1,297 1,613 1,853 1,859 1,045 1,064 1,239 1,391 1,377 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,022 1,632 1,757 2,036 2,048 1,035 1,486 1,526 1,739 1,751 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,180 2,182 3,001 3,666 3,621 1,503 1,378 1,774 2,029 1,983 
P Education & Training 3,798 3,744 4,358 4,844 4,835 3,370 3,413 3,951 4,456 4,427 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,934 5,420 6,319 7,583 7,639 4,364 4,740 5,386 6,402 6,400 
R Arts & Recreation Services 552 540 465 589 600 495 490 388 511 487 
S Other Services 2,081 1,982 2,049 2,438 2,423 1,771 1,686 1,699 2,018 2,017 
Z TOTAL 50,523 54,068 61,224 65,269 64,258 44,978 47,478 51,931 54,211 53,927 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,108 3,158 3,803 3,667 3,286 1,810 1,767 2,044 2,058 1,947 
Z2 Hi Income 3,098 3,035 3,973 4,662 4,624 2,480 2,312 2,709 3,015 2,965 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 9,284 9,704 11,141 13,016 13,074 8,229 8,644 9,726 11,370 11,314 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.6 -4.5 -2.7 0.1 -0.5 -1.1 -1.5 -2.2 0.1 3.3 1.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.4 0.6 1.3 0.0 0.2 -0.4 -0.2 0.0 -0.2 -0.9 -1.5 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 -4.4 -1.6 -0.1 -0.7 -1.0 -1.6 -1.7 -0.8 3.3 -0.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,312 3,450 3,490 3,560 3,828 3,932 4,007 4,170 4,220 4,274 4,393 4,550 4,645 2.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,190 25,968 26,020 26,189 27,925 28,377 28,668 29,707 29,850 30,031 30,589 31,508 31,944 2.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 54 57 59 61 62 61 56 55 55 51 49 43 41 0 
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For its first century, what is now metropolitan Perth included several 
distinct population centres – Fremantle, Perth and others up-river to 
Guildford. All this was filled in after the Second World War, and our region 
of Perth Central includes the old centres and all that is between. It thus 
includes the container port, the established eastern and inner southern 
suburbs and long-established manufacturing areas. Though the region is 
diverse, the city centre dominates its economic base. The city centre 
shares educational, cultural and tourism functions with Fremantle. 

 

Major centres: 

Perth, Fremantle 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 621 638 646 651 654 662 2.9% 1.2% 0.8% 0.5% 1.2% 1.6% 0.8% 
No. Households 234 237 240 245 250 254 0.9% 1.4% 2.0% 2.3% 1.5% 1.5% 1.9% 
NIEIR Workforce 353 365 367 375 375 376 3.4% 0.7% 1.9% 0.2% 0.2% 2.0% 0.2% 
NIEIR Employment 339 350 352 356 355 354 3.4% 0.4% 1.3% -0.3% -0.3% 1.7% -0.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.2 14.8 15.9 18.4 20.0 21.9 3.8% 7.4% 15.9% 9.1% 9.2% 8.9% 9.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.0% 4.0% 4.3% 4.9% 5.3% 5.8% 0.0 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 3.9% 3.9% 4.2% 4.8% 5.2% 5.6% 0.0 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 5.5% 5.4% 5.5% 5.4% 5.2% 5.1% -0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 7.2% 7.0% 7.0% 7.1% 7.3% 7.5% -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.5 25.3 25.1 25.6 25.2 25.1 -0.2 -0.2 0.5 -0.4 -0.1 0.0 -0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 22.9% 22.5% 22.8% 22.0% 22.1% 22.3% -0.5 0.3 -0.8 0.1 0.2 -0.3 0.2 
Not In Employment (1) 32.9% 33.3% 33.8% 32.6% 33.7% 34.0% 0.4 0.5 -1.2 1.1 0.3 -0.1 0.7 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 25,371 26,743 27,187 26,841 25,967 25,057 40,885 41,897 42,079 41,216 39,695 37,868 1.9% -3.4% 
Taxes Paid 7,478 7,813 7,986 8,273 8,136 7,907 12,051 12,240 12,360 12,704 12,436 11,949 3.4% -2.2% 
Benefits 2,653 2,600 2,517 2,505 2,552 2,530 4,276 4,073 3,896 3,847 3,901 3,823 -1.9% 0.5% 
Business Income 4,944 4,134 3,728 3,816 3,772 3,600 7,967 6,477 5,770 5,860 5,766 5,441 -8.3% -2.9% 
Interest Paid 3,361 2,964 2,671 2,552 2,542 2,542 5,416 4,644 4,135 3,919 3,885 3,841 -8.8% -0.2% 
Property Income 6,220 5,923 5,994 5,990 5,974 5,979 10,024 9,280 9,277 9,198 9,133 9,036 -1.3% -0.1% 
Disposable Income 36,358 36,879 37,380 37,106 36,155 35,027 58,592 57,776 57,855 56,980 55,269 52,934 0.7% -2.8% 
    Rank 4 3 4 4 4 4 7 7 8 8 8 11   
Resident GRP (Local) 44,165 44,941 45,569 44,923 42,559 40,960 100,494 99,493 100,050 98,335 93,346 89,822 0.6% -4.5% 
    Rank 4 3 3 3 4 4 7 7 8 7 9 10   
Industry GRP (Local) 66,252 67,421 68,698 67,550 63,711 61,005 116,525 114,229 114,914 111,162 104,463 100,308 0.6% -5.0% 
    Rank 3 3 3 3 3 3 11 12 13 15 18 24   
Headline GRP 81,818 84,369 88,049 89,235 87,625 81,696 143,903 142,945 147,282 146,847 143,673 134,329 2.9% -4.3% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 8.5% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 52.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 7.2 59 
2016 7.1 59 
2015 6.8 59 
2014 6.7 59 
2013 7.0 59 
2012 7.3 59 
2011 7.4 59 
2010 8.5 58 
2009 10.2 56 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 23.2% 22.4% 21.4% 21.1% 
   Age 20-29 16.5% 17.3% 19.4% 16.9% 
   Age 30-54 36.5% 35.6% 34.9% 36.3% 
   Age 55+   23.8% 24.7% 24.3% 25.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  798 2,078 1,338 
   Age 20-29  2,030 5,213 -1,707 
   Age 30-54  1,678 4,386 4,670 
   Age 55+    2,683 3,187 3,943 
Average Annual Growth  1.4% 2.6% 1.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 467.9 8,419.9 3 
    Hi Tech 51.3 979.0 5 
    Info. Tech 16.2 402.1 7 
    Engineering 45.2 813.0 2 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 70.7 34.4 4 
    Hi Tech p.a. 7.8 4.0 6 
    Info. Tech p.a. 2.4 1.6 12 
    Engineering p.a. 6.8 3.3 3 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 19 19 18 19 19 20 20 20 20 19 18 
   Rank 20 18 20 22 16 10 14 13 13 18 32 
Rainfall (mm) 593 941 654 673 634 824 654 720 805 730 959 
   Rank 30 23 33 38 56 38 33 24 23 32 14 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 492 496 499 505 510 515 520 526 532 546 561 577 586 600 621 638 646 651 654 662 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 979 984 779 6 9 23 65.2% 59.0% 39.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 656 700 569 13 13 30 69.5% 58.8% 34.2% 
    Value of Financial Assets 575 570 497 6 6 7 71.4% 66.9% 64.6% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 252 285 288 13 10 14 64.4% 69.9% 70.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 139 156 138 12 8 17 64.6% 68.7% 67.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 17% 18% 27 30 25 78.7% 71.6% 77.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.50 1.55 1.74 27 32 29 78.8% 71.4% 76.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 214.7 270.1 354.0 647.8 736.4 740.6 689.9 9 12 4.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 69690 72817 83135 111593 141193 138911 117290 42 35 2.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.7 3.7 3.8 5.6 5.1 5.2 5.8 11 13 2.2% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 58927 71828 88613 109611 146039 149948 125601 7 1 2.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 48.5% 41.0% 36.9% 62.1% 56.0% 45.5% 46.3% 9 20 0.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 118.6% 78.8% 56.8% 69.7% 61.8% 42.1% 43.8% 6 18 -2.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 15.3% 15.3% 16.2% 17.3% 19.2% 20.0% 22.3% 16 14 1.8% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 58.6% 70.9% 68.5% 67.2% 46.8% 38.1% 55 53 -2.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.1 64 27 0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 6,677 2,317 1,863 1,669 2,110 2,687 2,872 2,413 41% 
    Residential Renovations 3,541 1,333 1,187 1,072 977 881 1,040 915 -12% 
    Non Residential 4,968 1,265 1,776 2,090 2,416 2,527 2,282 2,011 9% 
    Engineering 24,615 8,935 14,141 14,769 14,530 13,618 11,990 6,875 -25% 
    Total 39,801 13,849 18,968 19,601 20,033 19,712 18,184 12,214 -14% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,878 3,860 3,003 2,615 3,266 4,125 4,390 3,646 37% 
    Residential Renovations 2,054 2,220 1,914 1,680 1,513 1,353 1,590 1,384 -15% 
    Non Residential 2,880 2,107 2,863 3,275 3,740 3,881 3,489 3,038 5% 
    Engineering 14,266 14,883 22,788 23,137 22,488 20,911 18,328 10,390 -27% 
    Total 23,078 23,070 30,567 30,707 31,007 30,270 27,797 18,458 -17% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 7 5 9 18 10 5 5 13  
    Residential Renovations 3 5 4 3 3 3 4 8  
    Non Residential 6 14 8 5 5 4 5 4  
    Engineering 2 2 2 4 5 4 4 5  
    Total 3 3 3 4 5 5 5 6  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 640.81 17043.0 2 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 13.18 1584.2 46 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 6.52 689.2 39 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.031 0.133 65 
Rates per Population 979.58 706.4 12 
General Purpose Grants per Population 20.14 65.7 54 
Roads Grants per Population 9.96 28.6 55 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 238,849 256,093 295,158 339,212 353,300 6 8 5 5 5 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 422,234 438,775 506,240 581,287 595,489 6 7 6 5 5 
UR Income ($m cvm) 13,796 17,997 23,217 31,902 28,259 7 4 4 3 4 
POW Emp 376,946 419,016 496,100 568,565 608,180 3 3 3 3 3 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 701,064 762,892 880,224 1,008,984 1,054,098 3 3 3 3 3 
POW Income ($m cvm) 22,686 30,067 38,805 53,989 48,305 3 3 3 3 3 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 32.9 33.0 33.0 32.4 47 49 40 30 34 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.7 41.0 45.9 54.9 47.5 33 19 11 7 13 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.8 35.0 34.1 34.1 33.3 4 4 12 13 20 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.4 39.4 44.1 53.5 45.8 36 20 11 4 16 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,639 1,860 1,600 1,360 1,529 1,659 1,729 1,474 1,235 1,290 
B Mining 5,048 6,301 11,269 17,330 17,543 6,852 8,812 16,932 28,565 25,459 
C Manufacturing 19,723 20,056 23,044 20,861 17,884 31,196 33,084 39,281 33,551 27,966 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,972 2,362 3,072 3,860 3,892 4,154 4,772 6,444 8,435 7,778 
E Construction 14,387 15,375 22,040 29,229 32,132 21,870 25,319 36,596 46,175 48,509 
F Wholesale Trade 11,826 10,736 12,100 11,735 11,944 22,961 21,829 24,663 24,185 24,823 
G Retail Trade 25,431 29,704 29,861 30,298 32,556 37,259 44,936 46,202 45,820 46,706 
H Accommodation & Food Services 18,689 20,557 18,638 22,598 24,751 24,730 28,964 26,860 30,206 36,312 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,933 8,779 10,257 12,597 12,893 18,234 19,094 23,240 26,642 29,468 
J Information Media & Telecoms 5,687 5,595 5,245 5,023 5,245 11,743 11,393 10,819 9,903 11,165 
K Financial & Insurance Services 10,104 9,779 12,154 12,368 12,701 19,989 19,982 24,397 25,761 28,301 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 5,470 6,014 6,824 7,115 7,368 7,928 9,005 10,777 11,608 13,785 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 22,697 25,978 32,271 43,068 44,399 37,123 43,402 53,661 73,658 81,072 
N Administrative & Support Services 8,776 10,086 10,113 11,674 12,366 13,730 16,739 18,075 20,503 24,219 
O Public Administration & Safety 12,894 14,271 20,227 21,779 22,284 23,916 28,318 40,726 46,047 53,843 
P Education & Training 22,470 23,711 26,814 31,302 33,336 27,171 29,086 33,296 40,711 46,585 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 27,515 30,061 34,708 39,132 41,626 41,740 47,879 56,569 64,685 67,927 
R Arts & Recreation Services 5,202 5,256 4,847 6,319 6,788 7,748 8,174 7,784 10,273 11,222 
S Other Services 10,386 9,613 10,074 11,564 12,064 16,944 16,500 18,305 20,604 21,751 
Z TOTAL 238,849 256,093 295,158 339,212 353,300 376,946 419,016 496,100 568,565 608,180 
Z1 Hi Tech 29,161 32,213 39,695 50,332 50,789 47,523 54,125 66,824 85,911 91,453 
Z2 Hi Income 42,685 47,100 62,272 80,018 82,140 72,213 81,577 107,720 142,064 151,031 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 55,187 59,028 66,369 76,753 81,749 76,659 85,139 97,648 115,669 125,733 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.2 1.0 3.6 0.1 0.1 -0.5 -0.4 -2.2 -0.2 -1.5 -4.0 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.6 0.8 0.0 -0.1 -0.2 -0.3 0.0 0.0 -0.8 -1.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 1.6 4.4 -0.1 0.1 -0.8 -0.7 -1.7 -0.1 -2.4 -5.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 19,273 19,708 19,963 20,980 21,911 21,917 22,453 23,552 24,839 25,939 25,510 25,377 25,829 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 37,045 37,500 37,517 38,409 39,043 37,998 38,289 39,232 40,028 40,637 39,484 38,968 39,484 0.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 6 7 8 9 10 11 10 8 8 7 11 14 13 0 
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The Outer North of Perth comprises a coastal strip of commuter suburbs 
developed over the last few decades plus, inland, the older-established 
Shires of Swan and Mundaring. The area is largely a commuter zone, but 
manufacturing industries and high-intensity rural production are found in 
the eastern part of the region. Above the scarp of the Darling Ranges is an 
important water catchment.  There are grave concerns that this 
catchment is drying out as a result of climate change. 

 

Major centres: 

Joondalup, Midland 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 577 595 608 617 628 637 3.3% 2.1% 1.6% 1.7% 1.5% 2.3% 1.6% 
No. Households 192 196 202 208 214 219 2.0% 3.0% 3.2% 3.0% 2.2% 2.7% 2.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 323 336 340 347 353 352 4.0% 1.3% 2.1% 1.5% -0.1% 2.4% 0.7% 
NIEIR Employment 307 320 323 328 329 326 4.4% 1.0% 1.4% 0.3% -0.9% 2.3% -0.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 16.3 15.9 16.9 19.4 23.7 26.4 -2.8% 6.3% 14.9% 22.3% 11.1% 5.9% 16.5% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.1% 4.7% 5.0% 5.6% 6.7% 7.5% -0.3 0.2 0.6 1.1 0.8 0.2 0.9 
Headline U/E Rate 3.9% 3.6% 3.9% 4.5% 5.8% 6.6% -0.3 0.3 0.6 1.3 0.8 0.2 1.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 5.5% 5.4% 5.5% 5.6% 5.4% 5.3% -0.1 0.2 0.1 -0.2 -0.1 0.1 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 7.5% 7.4% 7.7% 7.9% 8.3% 8.8% -0.1 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.1 0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.6 25.5 25.1 25.2 24.2 23.7 -0.1 -0.4 0.1 -1.1 -0.5 -0.1 -0.8 
Not Employed Share (1) 22.6% 21.6% 22.1% 21.8% 22.4% 23.6% -1.1 0.5 -0.3 0.7 1.2 -0.3 0.9 
Not In Employment (1) 32.8% 32.9% 33.9% 33.6% 36.4% 37.7% 0.2 1.0 -0.4 2.8 1.3 0.3 2.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 21,000 22,319 22,512 22,507 21,665 20,854 36,422 37,484 37,037 36,463 34,517 32,749 2.3% -3.7% 
Taxes Paid 5,161 5,568 5,619 5,919 5,815 5,655 8,950 9,351 9,245 9,589 9,265 8,880 4.7% -2.3% 
Benefits 2,607 2,561 2,632 2,632 2,660 2,685 4,521 4,301 4,330 4,264 4,238 4,216 0.3% 1.0% 
Business Income 2,834 2,476 2,129 2,223 2,240 2,186 4,915 4,159 3,503 3,602 3,569 3,433 -7.8% -0.8% 
Interest Paid 3,184 2,775 2,503 2,443 2,514 2,514 5,523 4,661 4,118 3,958 4,005 3,948 -8.5% 1.4% 
Property Income 3,666 3,649 3,731 3,870 3,860 3,884 6,358 6,128 6,139 6,269 6,149 6,100 1.8% 0.2% 
Disposable Income 27,723 29,039 29,507 29,773 28,820 28,119 48,082 48,770 48,546 48,235 45,917 44,157 2.4% -2.8% 
    Rank 8 8 8 8 10 12 18 16 17 19 31 39   
Resident GRP (Local) 33,578 34,743 35,155 34,832 32,630 31,084 84,657 85,108 84,695 83,072 76,913 72,815 1.2% -5.5% 
    Rank 9 7 8 7 12 13 17 15 14 15 18 29   
Industry GRP (Local) 22,712 23,480 23,754 23,909 22,794 21,793 114,830 113,677 114,495 112,044 106,363 103,118 1.7% -4.5% 
    Rank 18 15 16 16 17 18 13 13 14 14 17 20   
Headline GRP 22,643 23,698 24,621 25,248 25,061 23,892 114,483 114,732 118,674 118,321 116,943 113,051 3.7% -2.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.5% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 7.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 61.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 9.5 53 
2016 9.2 55 
2015 8.8 57 
2014 8.9 57 
2013 8.8 56 
2012 9.4 54 
2011 9.8 52 
2010 9.5 55 
2009 10.4 54 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.2% 28.7% 27.6% 26.6% 
   Age 20-29 13.0% 13.3% 14.6% 14.0% 
   Age 30-54 38.8% 37.4% 36.1% 35.4% 
   Age 55+   18.0% 20.6% 21.7% 24.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,807 3,477 2,066 
   Age 20-29  1,707 3,687 916 
   Age 30-54  2,846 4,694 3,397 
   Age 55+    4,477 4,700 5,659 
Average Annual Growth  2.4% 3.1% 2.0% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 174.0 8,419.9 14 
    Hi Tech 13.0 979.0 22 
    Info. Tech 5.8 402.1 18 
    Engineering 19.0 813.0 15 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 27.3 34.4 20 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.0 4.0 28 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.9 1.6 21 
    Engineering p.a. 3.0 3.3 19 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 19 19 18 19 19 13 13 13 13 13 12 
   Rank 19 19 19 20 15 62 63 63 61 63 64 
Rainfall (mm) 385 568 412 409 340 533 364 485 417 403 526 
   Rank 52 42 56 64 66 59 59 55 52 58 62 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 407 416 424 432 440 448 456 464 477 494 511 528 541 556 577 595 608 617 628 637 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 485 506 393 48 45 62 32.3% 30.3% 20.1% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 462 486 444 34 34 44 49.0% 40.9% 26.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 323 337 303 24 26 32 40.1% 39.6% 39.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 301 317 354 3 4 3 76.8% 77.6% 86.3% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 129 146 128 16 14 25 59.6% 64.5% 62.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 23% 20% 23% 1 2 1 100.0% 84.6% 100.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.90 1.83 2.29 1 2 1 100.0% 84.2% 100.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 161.7 185.5 233.0 455.7 511.5 526.6 498.4 31 25 4.9% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 75683 82019 90121 111964 141487 140020 118041 23 33 1.8% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.1 2.3 2.6 4.1 3.6 3.8 4.3 38 26 3.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 38691 44125 49435 59418 73576 74465 60786 59 55 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 47.0% 36.9% 33.0% 58.5% 54.2% 47.1% 50.2% 16 14 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 115.9% 77.8% 52.2% 65.0% 61.1% 51.7% 56.3% 7 4 -1.5% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 3.7% 3.4% 3.6% 4.4% 4.5% 4.8% 5.3% 63 61 2.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 87.0% 83.9% 84.4% 89.2% 87.1% 86.1% 24 24 -0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.2 15 12 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 4,464 1,489 1,232 1,410 1,806 2,124 1,917 1,460 24% 
    Residential Renovations 2,730 1,053 947 869 801 731 867 766 -10% 
    Non Residential 1,559 784 757 720 832 706 516 593 -21% 
    Engineering 6,722 2,279 3,420 3,504 3,502 3,309 2,923 1,669 -24% 
    Total 15,475 5,605 6,356 6,503 6,941 6,870 6,223 4,488 -11% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,828 2,680 2,136 2,368 2,972 3,441 3,054 2,292 18% 
    Residential Renovations 1,729 1,896 1,642 1,460 1,318 1,185 1,381 1,203 -15% 
    Non Residential 986 1,411 1,313 1,209 1,368 1,144 823 931 -26% 
    Engineering 4,255 4,101 5,932 5,884 5,762 5,361 4,658 2,621 -28% 
    Total 9,798 10,087 11,023 10,922 11,420 11,131 9,915 7,048 -16% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 19 23 28 25 16 12 21 28  
    Residential Renovations 9 8 7 6 7 14 10 33  
    Non Residential 48 31 26 24 25 34 54 43  
    Engineering 17 21 19 20 22 17 18 24  
    Total 18 21 19 19 18 15 15 35  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 455.84 17043.0 8 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 13.12 1584.2 47 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 8.70 689.2 28 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.048 0.133 57 
Rates per Population 726.27 706.4 32 
General Purpose Grants per Population 20.91 65.7 53 
Roads Grants per Population 13.86 28.6 40 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 189,993 217,651 261,121 307,274 327,180 15 13 12 9 10 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 338,918 378,090 452,952 526,119 530,511 15 13 9 8 10 
UR Income ($m cvm) 10,227 13,273 18,155 26,522 23,126 19 15 11 6 11 
POW Emp 127,730 140,407 163,748 197,787 211,338 21 21 20 18 19 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 222,531 236,660 279,700 331,053 334,001 20 20 20 17 19 
POW Income ($m cvm) 6,251 7,846 10,668 15,656 13,835 26 22 21 19 19 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.3 33.4 33.4 32.9 31.2 35 31 27 31 51 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.2 35.1 40.1 50.4 43.6 55 46 32 13 25 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.5 32.4 32.8 32.2 30.4 43 44 33 36 54 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.1 33.2 38.1 47.3 41.4 65 54 35 14 31 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 2,638 2,722 2,579 2,326 2,843 2,297 2,355 2,221 2,106 2,516 
B Mining 3,780 4,568 8,397 12,744 13,396 915 816 1,468 2,424 2,433 
C Manufacturing 19,855 22,211 27,316 24,657 22,258 16,853 18,201 22,239 21,595 18,828 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,885 2,088 2,740 3,508 3,685 528 714 832 1,144 1,699 
E Construction 15,944 19,721 28,312 36,636 36,001 12,070 14,151 20,270 26,181 26,281 
F Wholesale Trade 10,849 10,516 12,337 12,357 13,173 7,313 6,914 8,187 8,662 9,838 
G Retail Trade 23,728 29,222 30,749 33,554 37,792 19,536 23,060 23,989 27,450 33,452 
H Accommodation & Food Services 12,149 14,939 13,779 17,001 19,415 9,654 11,111 9,831 13,163 13,816 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,816 9,560 11,216 13,509 14,408 4,870 5,323 6,166 8,455 9,858 
J Information Media & Telecoms 4,617 4,541 4,167 3,953 4,242 1,464 1,433 1,236 1,475 1,358 
K Financial & Insurance Services 8,240 7,886 9,457 9,902 10,596 2,754 2,299 2,721 2,755 2,524 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,564 4,177 5,080 5,451 5,867 2,588 2,850 3,384 3,524 3,237 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 11,764 13,869 16,938 23,833 25,319 4,489 4,715 5,708 8,089 7,343 
N Administrative & Support Services 6,454 8,514 9,048 10,443 11,527 4,122 5,219 4,946 5,645 5,345 
O Public Administration & Safety 11,211 12,595 18,304 22,208 23,513 5,956 6,344 8,927 11,441 10,200 
P Education & Training 13,728 15,417 19,105 24,742 27,285 11,864 12,920 15,902 20,781 23,880 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 17,867 21,627 26,609 31,995 35,664 11,090 12,626 15,382 19,452 24,081 
R Arts & Recreation Services 3,221 3,800 3,336 4,250 4,745 1,913 2,236 1,892 2,369 2,676 
S Other Services 9,685 9,677 11,654 14,206 15,451 7,453 7,119 8,446 11,076 11,973 
Z TOTAL 189,993 217,651 261,121 307,274 327,180 127,730 140,407 163,748 197,787 211,338 
Z1 Hi Tech 18,587 21,242 26,226 32,973 33,745 10,134 10,589 13,244 16,499 14,794 
Z2 Hi Income 26,743 29,981 40,122 52,469 55,783 9,555 9,377 12,089 15,595 14,291 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 34,815 40,844 49,050 60,986 67,695 24,868 27,783 33,176 42,602 50,637 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.0 1.6 4.0 0.1 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 -2.2 0.0 -1.8 -4.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.2 0.5 0.7 0.0 -0.1 -0.7 -0.9 0.0 0.1 -1.2 -1.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 2.3 4.8 -0.1 0.0 -0.9 -0.9 -1.7 0.2 -3.3 -5.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 13,620 14,793 15,421 16,266 17,399 17,977 18,842 19,663 20,325 21,186 21,234 21,330 21,674 4.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 29,855 31,858 32,359 32,941 34,054 34,039 34,856 35,385 35,250 35,581 34,935 34,557 34,533 1.2% 
  - Per Cap Rank 26 19 20 22 21 20 17 18 20 18 22 26 26 0 
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Though Rockingham, at the far end of the Outer South of Perth, is a 
seaside suburb which bears comparison with the Outer North, the 
waterfront along Cockburn Sound is industrial, with bulk port facilities. 
There are also industrial and transport-oriented areas in the inland part of 
the region, as well as extensive commuter residential areas and several 
higher educational facilities. In overall socio-economic status, the region 
is probably lower than the other two Perth regions and it is less dependent 
on central city commuting for its economic base, though this is changing 
with completion of the new fast rail connection. 

 

Major centres: 

Armadale, Rockingham 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 596 619 634 646 657 669 3.9% 2.3% 2.0% 1.6% 1.8% 2.7% 1.7% 
No. Households 203 208 215 223 230 236 2.6% 3.2% 3.6% 3.3% 2.6% 3.1% 3.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 322 335 337 343 348 353 4.1% 0.5% 1.7% 1.5% 1.5% 2.1% 1.5% 
NIEIR Employment 305 318 318 322 325 327 4.2% 0.1% 1.0% 1.2% 0.5% 1.8% 0.9% 
NIEIR Unemployment 16.9 17.3 18.6 21.1 22.4 25.8 2.2% 8.0% 13.3% 5.9% 15.3% 7.7% 10.5% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.2% 5.1% 5.5% 6.2% 6.4% 7.3% -0.1 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.9 0.3 0.6 
Headline U/E Rate 4.7% 4.8% 5.3% 6.1% 6.4% 7.2% 0.1 0.5 0.8 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.6 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 6.2% 6.1% 6.2% 6.3% 6.0% 5.9% -0.1 0.1 0.0 -0.3 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 8.5% 8.4% 8.7% 8.9% 9.4% 9.8% -0.2 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.2 24.9 24.3 24.3 23.6 23.3 -0.3 -0.6 0.0 -0.7 -0.4 -0.3 -0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.5% 24.0% 25.4% 25.7% 25.6% 25.8% -0.5 1.3 0.3 -0.1 0.2 0.4 0.0 
Not In Employment (1) 33.7% 34.5% 36.0% 36.0% 37.8% 38.8% 0.8 1.5 -0.1 1.9 1.0 0.7 1.4 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 21,609 22,892 22,884 22,917 22,353 21,829 36,258 36,985 36,122 35,461 34,036 32,644 2.0% -2.4% 
Taxes Paid 5,413 5,816 5,793 6,109 6,093 6,026 9,083 9,396 9,145 9,453 9,278 9,012 4.1% -0.7% 
Benefits 2,885 2,808 2,884 2,961 3,027 3,092 4,841 4,537 4,553 4,583 4,608 4,624 0.9% 2.2% 
Business Income 2,573 2,180 1,830 1,854 1,891 1,851 4,317 3,521 2,888 2,869 2,879 2,768 -10.3% -0.1% 
Interest Paid 2,848 2,474 2,231 2,159 2,196 2,196 4,778 3,997 3,522 3,341 3,343 3,284 -8.8% 0.8% 
Property Income 4,033 3,979 4,085 4,129 4,176 4,238 6,768 6,428 6,448 6,390 6,358 6,337 0.8% 1.3% 
Disposable Income 29,062 30,132 30,447 30,624 30,103 29,755 48,763 48,682 48,061 47,387 45,838 44,498 1.8% -1.4% 
    Rank 6 6 7 7 7 9 16 17 18 22 32 37   
Resident GRP (Local) 34,422 35,460 35,685 35,214 33,244 31,809 85,133 84,704 83,653 81,356 76,016 72,144 0.8% -5.0% 
    Rank 6 6 6 6 11 11 16 17 17 18 20 31   
Industry GRP (Local) 23,284 24,067 24,233 24,024 23,035 22,259 121,206 120,151 121,469 119,779 113,343 108,420 1.0% -3.7% 
    Rank 14 14 14 15 16 16 8 9 9 10 10 12   
Headline GRP 25,685 26,538 27,306 27,430 27,163 25,555 133,701 132,487 136,870 136,761 133,656 124,470 2.2% -3.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.6% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 9.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 61.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 10.4 49 
2016 10.1 51 
2015 9.7 53 
2014 9.5 55 
2013 9.3 54 
2012 9.9 51 
2011 10.4 50 
2010 10.4 51 
2009 11.4 52 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.5% 28.0% 27.1% 26.7% 
   Age 20-29 13.4% 14.0% 15.3% 14.4% 
   Age 30-54 36.6% 35.4% 34.9% 34.6% 
   Age 55+   20.6% 22.5% 22.7% 24.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  1,429 4,264 3,356 
   Age 20-29  1,917 4,211 951 
   Age 30-54  2,361 6,082 4,683 
   Age 55+    3,950 4,461 5,544 
Average Annual Growth  2.0% 3.5% 2.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 167.8 8,419.9 15 
    Hi Tech 13.2 979.0 21 
    Info. Tech 3.8 402.1 25 
    Engineering 15.7 813.0 20 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 25.1 34.4 22 
    Hi Tech p.a. 2.0 4.0 30 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.6 1.6 35 
    Engineering p.a. 2.4 3.3 32 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 19 19 18 19 19 14 14 14 14 14 13 
   Rank 21 20 21 23 17 58 61 60 56 56 61 
Rainfall (mm) 487 719 493 495 429 623 478 565 467 494 586 
   Rank 40 31 46 54 63 52 48 42 47 55 52 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 426 434 441 447 453 458 466 474 484 501 518 536 553 572 596 619 634 646 657 669 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 519 567 444 42 33 54 34.6% 34.0% 22.8% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 436 468 421 39 39 49 46.2% 39.4% 25.3% 
    Value of Financial Assets 343 363 306 23 20 30 42.5% 42.6% 39.7% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 260 265 283 9 12 16 66.4% 64.8% 68.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 125 142 126 23 16 31 57.9% 62.5% 61.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 21% 17% 19% 5 24 12 90.5% 73.8% 83.1% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.72 1.60 1.89 5 27 14 90.5% 73.5% 82.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 162.7 185.9 218.7 448.2 490.1 506.8 481.9 30 26 4.7% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 72615 77715 86215 107624 138366 133927 115092 31 36 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.2 2.4 2.5 4.1 3.5 3.8 4.2 34 29 2.7% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 38961 42974 48334 57843 69905 69810 56971 63 59 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 43.4% 36.2% 30.4% 57.4% 53.4% 46.7% 49.6% 17 16 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 101.7% 73.2% 52.1% 64.8% 59.2% 50.0% 54.9% 9 6 -1.4% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 3.0% 3.5% 3.4% 4.4% 4.8% 5.5% 6.7% 61 46 3.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 89.0% 91.2% 83.1% 84.6% 79.6% 79.8% 18 31 -0.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 21 20 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 5,101 1,698 1,504 1,608 1,956 2,121 2,110 1,701 17% 
    Residential Renovations 2,860 1,116 1,009 926 854 782 933 828 -9% 
    Non Residential 2,294 1,516 1,016 614 596 674 789 799 2% 
    Engineering 11,756 4,098 6,239 6,497 6,482 6,087 5,373 3,236 -24% 
    Total 22,011 8,428 9,767 9,645 9,888 9,664 9,204 6,564 -13% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,171 2,971 2,523 2,598 3,087 3,282 3,212 2,544 10% 
    Residential Renovations 1,780 1,952 1,692 1,497 1,348 1,209 1,421 1,239 -15% 
    Non Residential 1,420 2,652 1,704 991 940 1,042 1,201 1,195 -5% 
    Engineering 7,314 7,169 10,469 10,497 10,232 9,420 8,181 4,839 -28% 
    Total 13,684 14,744 16,388 15,583 15,608 14,953 14,014 9,816 -18% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 11 13 20 20 15 13 16 23  
    Residential Renovations 6 7 6 5 5 12 9 24  
    Non Residential 24 8 16 37 42 38 26 29  
    Engineering 9 11 11 12 12 9 10 16  
    Total 10 10 11 13 14 12 9 13  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 444.13 17043.0 9 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 13.05 1584.2 48 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 8.46 689.2 30 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.048 0.133 56 
Rates per Population 676.27 706.4 41 
General Purpose Grants per Population 19.87 65.7 56 
Roads Grants per Population 12.88 28.6 43 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 190,115 213,209 254,341 305,602 329,302 14 15 13 10 9 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 337,754 366,848 439,705 528,421 534,153 16 15 13 7 9 
UR Income ($m cvm) 10,224 12,878 17,929 26,965 23,249 20 17 13 5 10 
POW Emp 123,684 136,462 160,130 192,105 205,308 22 22 22 20 20 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 212,537 225,644 271,018 322,248 321,707 24 22 21 18 22 
POW Income ($m cvm) 6,259 7,807 10,930 15,828 13,699 25 23 20 18 20 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.1 33.2 33.3 31.2 42 45 32 22 50 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.3 35.1 40.8 51.0 43.5 51 48 28 10 26 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.0 31.8 32.5 32.3 30.1 51 54 42 34 58 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.4 34.6 40.3 49.1 42.6 55 48 25 11 26 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 3,016 2,815 2,347 2,019 2,437 2,989 2,670 2,132 1,885 2,188 
B Mining 3,665 4,477 8,385 13,203 14,062 1,246 1,276 2,258 2,555 2,516 
C Manufacturing 24,138 26,265 32,712 30,878 27,922 17,478 18,989 23,984 23,182 22,173 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 2,004 2,197 2,840 3,904 4,151 1,389 1,480 1,967 2,587 2,665 
E Construction 14,890 16,927 24,940 32,394 33,753 12,158 13,536 19,896 24,744 26,631 
F Wholesale Trade 11,678 11,140 12,335 13,424 14,339 5,117 4,711 5,199 6,222 7,094 
G Retail Trade 22,787 28,003 29,671 32,739 37,193 16,822 20,598 21,701 25,313 29,123 
H Accommodation & Food Services 12,064 14,693 12,890 15,765 18,236 8,670 10,120 8,467 11,155 11,896 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 10,558 11,335 14,406 17,769 19,063 5,988 6,211 7,873 10,489 9,208 
J Information Media & Telecoms 3,526 3,223 2,931 2,947 3,213 998 872 746 969 1,057 
K Financial & Insurance Services 6,077 5,941 6,983 7,684 8,282 1,965 1,689 2,091 2,241 2,334 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 3,661 4,104 5,026 5,663 6,176 2,465 2,716 3,274 3,632 3,774 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 11,533 12,632 15,275 22,012 23,613 5,226 5,385 6,464 8,756 8,937 
N Administrative & Support Services 6,378 8,213 7,953 9,653 10,808 3,936 5,209 4,480 5,724 6,213 
O Public Administration & Safety 10,904 12,715 18,123 21,850 23,521 6,000 6,575 9,020 10,983 11,038 
P Education & Training 13,366 15,220 18,608 24,653 27,673 12,009 13,550 16,365 20,868 22,632 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 17,564 20,886 25,231 31,924 35,995 11,460 13,220 15,851 20,365 24,181 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,959 3,169 2,938 3,929 4,437 1,714 1,863 1,657 2,012 2,320 
S Other Services 9,347 9,256 10,746 13,190 14,428 6,053 5,793 6,705 8,423 9,330 
Z TOTAL 190,115 213,209 254,341 305,602 329,302 123,684 136,462 160,130 192,105 205,308 
Z1 Hi Tech 20,030 20,992 26,113 33,018 33,858 11,699 11,642 14,502 16,627 16,722 
Z2 Hi Income 24,132 26,358 35,062 48,087 51,622 9,521 9,579 12,441 15,714 15,941 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 33,889 39,275 46,777 60,505 68,104 25,183 28,633 33,872 43,245 49,133 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 1.9 4.2 0.1 -0.1 -0.3 -0.2 -2.2 0.0 -2.1 -4.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.9 1.1 0.0 -0.1 -1.0 -1.1 0.0 0.0 -1.9 -2.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 3.1 5.4 -0.1 -0.1 -1.3 -1.3 -1.7 0.3 -4.4 -6.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 12,533 13,571 14,720 15,789 16,557 16,810 17,403 18,307 19,158 20,111 20,107 20,306 20,925 4.6% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,921 28,639 30,394 31,521 31,978 31,346 31,464 32,027 32,145 32,491 31,739 31,422 31,861 1.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 39 36 29 27 31 29 30 33 36 34 42 45 43 0 
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The Gascoyne/Goldfields region comprises the three low-population WA 
planning regions centred on Carnarvon, Geraldton and Kalgoorlie. With 
the exception of the wheat country back of Geraldton and in the 
immediate vicinity of Esperance, rural production is confined to extensive 
pastoral properties. The region includes two mineral provinces, the 
Eastern Goldfields centred on Kalgoorlie and the Murchison region. 
Though Kalgoorlie is a major supply and mineral processing centre many 
of the mines are worked by fly-in fly-out workforces based in Perth. 

 

Major centres: 

Carnarvon, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 127 129 129 128 127 126 1.8% -0.3% -0.5% -1.2% -0.4% 0.3% -0.8% 
No. Households 43 43 43 44 44 44 0.7% 0.4% 0.5% 0.8% 0.6% 0.5% 0.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 70 72 74 75 73 72 1.8% 3.2% 1.0% -1.9% -1.2% 2.0% -1.6% 
NIEIR Employment 67 68 68 69 67 67 1.9% 0.4% 1.1% -2.1% -0.4% 1.1% -1.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 3.8 3.8 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.2 0.2% 54.4% 0.2% 0.1% -10.9% 15.8% -5.5% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.3% 5.3% 7.9% 7.8% 8.0% 7.2% -0.1 2.6 -0.1 0.2 -0.8 0.8 -0.3 
Headline U/E Rate 3.5% 3.7% 6.4% 6.4% 6.5% 5.6% 0.2 2.7 0.0 0.1 -0.9 1.0 -0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.5% 8.7% 9.2% 9.6% 9.4% 9.4% 0.2 0.5 0.3 -0.1 0.0 0.4 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 11.7% 12.0% 12.7% 13.3% 14.3% 14.6% 0.2 0.7 0.6 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 28.7 28.7 28.5 29.2 29.2 29.4 0.0 -0.1 0.7 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 23.0% 23.0% 22.1% 20.5% 20.7% 20.0% -0.1 -0.9 -1.6 0.3 -0.8 -0.9 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 24.6% 24.6% 24.9% 23.1% 23.2% 22.7% 0.0 0.3 -1.8 0.1 -0.5 -0.5 -0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 4,588 4,725 4,734 4,662 4,397 4,309 36,098 36,516 36,691 36,320 34,671 34,104 0.5% -3.9% 
Taxes Paid 1,237 1,304 1,314 1,367 1,327 1,375 9,733 10,077 10,187 10,651 10,465 10,885 3.4% 0.3% 
Benefits 558 535 548 560 596 627 4,388 4,138 4,251 4,361 4,704 4,963 0.1% 5.8% 
Business Income 1,109 1,100 1,018 1,045 1,014 1,186 8,729 8,502 7,889 8,139 7,996 9,386 -2.0% 6.5% 
Interest Paid 677 569 488 457 477 477 5,329 4,398 3,780 3,564 3,759 3,773 -12.3% 2.1% 
Property Income 747 725 763 752 752 792 5,874 5,605 5,912 5,857 5,927 6,269 0.2% 2.6% 
Disposable Income 6,440 6,608 6,678 6,652 6,323 6,537 50,667 51,071 51,761 51,828 49,861 51,739 1.1% -0.9% 
    Rank 56 55 56 56 57 59 13 11 11 11 14 12   
Resident GRP (Local) 7,899 8,169 7,993 7,733 7,155 6,810 91,167 92,655 91,343 89,244 84,072 81,089 -0.7% -6.2% 
    Rank 51 51 51 53 54 57 11 9 10 11 13 14   
Industry GRP (Local) 8,523 8,914 8,556 8,177 7,527 7,106 120,578 123,558 120,940 116,067 108,969 104,149 -1.4% -6.8% 
    Rank 48 47 48 50 54 54 10 6 10 12 13 18   
Headline GRP 16,151 18,642 19,673 20,277 20,476 19,280 228,499 258,387 278,081 287,804 296,442 282,579 7.9% -2.5% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 1.7% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 11.1% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 61.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 9.6 51 
2016 9.4 54 
2015 8.4 58 
2014 8.2 58 
2013 8.1 58 
2012 8.7 57 
2011 8.1 58 
2010 11.8 46 
2009 15.3 36 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 30.9% 29.8% 27.7% 27.0% 
   Age 20-29 14.0% 13.3% 14.7% 12.7% 
   Age 30-54 38.3% 37.2% 36.3% 35.5% 
   Age 55+   16.8% 19.6% 21.4% 24.8% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -252 108 -218 
   Age 20-29  -140 633 -522 
   Age 30-54  -223 557 -252 
   Age 55+    656 871 842 
Average Annual Growth  0.0% 1.8% -0.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 17.6 8,419.9 58 
    Hi Tech 1.9 979.0 52 
    Info. Tech 0.5 402.1 54 
    Engineering 1.9 813.0 61 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.9 34.4 49 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.5 4.0 41 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.4 1.6 46 
    Engineering p.a. 1.5 3.3 60 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 21 21 20 21 20 18 19 18 19 19 19 
   Rank 13 8 15 13 11 17 19 23 16 16 21 
Rainfall (mm) 218 257 282 218 389 322 265 302 281 316 341 
   Rank 67 66 65 67 65 66 66 67 65 65 66 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 118 117 116 116 116 116 115 115 116 116 119 121 122 124 127 129 129 128 127 126 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 396 427 304 61 64 67 26.4% 25.6% 15.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 380 349 285 53 53 64 40.3% 29.3% 17.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 298 360 319 30 21 28 37.0% 42.2% 41.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 281 281 301 4 11 11 71.9% 68.8% 73.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 141 154 147 10 9 11 65.4% 67.8% 72.1% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 21% 18% 19% 7 21 20 89.2% 74.5% 80.3% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.70 1.60 1.78 7 24 23 89.2% 73.7% 77.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 147.3 186.7 187.0 264.0 350.6 311.4 244.2 29 62 1.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 97784 100904 112008 132498 157867 153925 151504 5 7 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.6 2.0 1.8 2.1 2.4 2.2 1.8 45 67 -0.7% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 45510 55524 61254 73293 87675 88045 74085 40 39 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 39.9% 35.1% 24.2% 32.3% 34.2% 25.4% 22.2% 22 60 -2.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 141.6% 92.1% 58.1% 64.5% 53.1% 42.9% 45.1% 2 16 -3.4% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.8% 6.1% 6.8% 7.1% 6.0% 6.1% 6.2% 50 52 0.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 79.4% 76.5% 89.1% 86.1% 88.7% 90.3% 40 14 0.6% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.4 2.3 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.2 6 15 -0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 989 368 276 265 277 254 220 146 -24% 
    Residential Renovations 695 265 233 212 193 173 202 177 -13% 
    Non Residential 564 278 406 291 181 227 241 196 -24% 
    Engineering 4,532 1,421 2,147 2,302 2,268 2,010 1,654 920 -32% 
    Total 6,780 2,332 3,063 3,070 2,919 2,664 2,318 1,439 -29% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,731 2,959 2,174 2,051 2,148 1,978 1,735 1,156 -24% 
    Residential Renovations 1,920 2,129 1,836 1,636 1,496 1,350 1,593 1,399 -13% 
    Non Residential 1,555 2,232 3,196 2,248 1,404 1,770 1,900 1,552 -24% 
    Engineering 12,518 11,423 16,893 17,790 17,576 15,661 13,047 7,281 -31% 
    Total 18,725 18,743 24,099 23,725 22,625 20,759 18,276 11,388 -28% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 22 14 27 31 30 38 45 56  
    Residential Renovations 4 6 5 4 4 4 3 6  
    Non Residential 19 11 6 10 21 13 11 14  
    Engineering 3 6 5 7 7 5 5 8  
    Total 4 6 5 8 8 8 8 10  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 114.70 17043.0 57 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 44.31 1584.2 8 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 21.78 689.2 6 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.576 0.133 4 
Rates per Population 904.52 706.4 18 
General Purpose Grants per Population 349.40 65.7 2 
Roads Grants per Population 171.77 28.6 2 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 59,445 56,971 60,632 66,767 66,792 52 57 60 54 55 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 108,791 100,831 112,375 128,866 128,748 52 57 56 54 55 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,944 4,115 4,583 6,567 5,410 52 58 55 51 54 
POW Emp 59,738 59,188 65,315 70,684 68,229 52 56 54 55 55 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 109,185 105,121 122,074 136,511 132,397 52 55 52 53 53 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,110 4,434 5,212 7,191 5,706 43 52 47 43 53 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.0 35.6 37.1 37.1 7 17 5 2 3 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.3 40.8 40.8 51.0 42.0 12 21 27 11 33 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.1 34.2 35.9 37.1 37.3 9 14 2 2 3 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 37.6 42.2 42.7 52.7 43.1 8 11 14 6 24 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 7,299 6,618 5,580 4,821 5,143 7,337 6,703 5,678 4,931 5,267 
B Mining 8,654 7,143 7,741 9,448 9,014 10,585 10,156 13,227 14,202 14,394 
C Manufacturing 2,860 2,980 3,847 4,055 3,322 2,867 3,175 4,031 4,500 4,296 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 568 550 647 752 743 498 502 573 660 771 
E Construction 4,809 3,896 5,599 4,588 4,163 5,141 4,476 6,356 5,040 4,975 
F Wholesale Trade 2,514 2,175 2,055 2,254 2,255 2,281 1,996 1,875 2,030 1,770 
G Retail Trade 5,424 5,916 5,986 6,324 6,666 5,031 5,588 5,704 6,097 5,812 
H Accommodation & Food Services 4,095 4,280 3,557 4,377 4,608 4,113 4,308 3,617 4,538 4,479 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,836 2,769 3,351 4,289 4,322 2,653 2,659 3,139 3,975 3,796 
J Information Media & Telecoms 703 526 500 545 558 654 481 442 497 407 
K Financial & Insurance Services 937 768 918 982 1,010 875 695 816 879 755 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 867 922 1,067 1,174 1,191 802 911 1,007 1,108 942 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,193 1,854 1,750 2,262 2,319 2,080 1,751 1,665 2,128 1,849 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,457 1,886 1,581 1,893 1,947 1,430 1,848 1,596 1,875 1,678 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,808 3,608 3,968 4,477 4,459 2,739 3,330 3,657 4,298 3,815 
P Education & Training 3,985 4,063 4,593 5,265 5,504 3,659 3,820 4,361 5,045 4,434 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,465 4,212 4,872 5,426 5,659 4,181 4,043 4,681 5,227 5,035 
R Arts & Recreation Services 480 567 432 520 561 459 548 408 502 549 
S Other Services 2,492 2,240 2,587 3,317 3,348 2,352 2,199 2,483 3,152 3,205 
Z TOTAL 59,445 56,971 60,632 66,767 66,792 59,738 59,188 65,315 70,684 68,229 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,114 2,955 2,885 3,506 3,387 2,958 2,843 2,734 3,204 2,804 
Z2 Hi Income 12,560 10,602 11,202 13,568 13,223 14,321 13,452 16,539 18,105 17,803 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 8,929 8,842 9,898 11,210 11,724 8,299 8,411 9,450 10,773 10,019 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.2 2.5 0.1 -0.4 -0.7 -1.0 -2.2 -0.4 -0.9 -3.5 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.2 1.2 1.4 0.0 -0.2 0.8 0.5 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.9 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 1.5 4.1 -0.1 -0.7 0.2 -0.4 -1.7 -0.6 -1.3 -4.5 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 2,876 2,959 3,155 3,524 3,883 4,003 4,050 4,124 4,147 4,299 4,121 3,972 3,984 2.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 24,956 25,685 27,244 30,313 32,706 33,088 33,076 33,147 32,625 33,225 31,942 30,947 31,419 1.9% 
  - Per Cap Rank 58 58 51 40 26 22 22 24 31 27 39 48 46 0 
 

 
 



WA Peel South West 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.234) 

 
 

 

The Peel/South West region comprises the two WA planning regions on 
the coast south of Perth. The first is centred on the resort town of 
Mandurah and since the completion of the fast rail connection is virtually 
part of the Perth metropolitan area. The second is centred on Bunbury, 
which is a bulk port. The region is noted for its resource-based industries: 
bauxite and alumina, coal and power, and forestry and timber products. 
The coastal strip is intensively farmed, by WA standards, and Margaret 
River is known for its viticulture. In addition, much of the coastline, 
especially Mandurah and Busselton, is a resort and retirement area which 
bears comparison with the NSW coast. In the timber country there is 
conflict between the timber industry and conservation with its allies in 
tourism. 

 

Major centres: 

Mandurah, Bunbury, Manjimup 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 283 294 301 308 313 319 3.7% 2.4% 2.2% 1.7% 1.8% 2.8% 1.8% 
No. Households 101 103 105 109 112 115 1.8% 2.7% 3.4% 2.9% 2.2% 2.6% 2.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 143 147 149 154 156 154 3.0% 1.2% 3.1% 1.4% -1.4% 2.4% 0.0% 
NIEIR Employment 134 138 139 144 145 142 3.1% 1.0% 3.2% 0.7% -2.2% 2.4% -0.7% 
NIEIR Unemployment 9.4 9.5 9.8 10.0 11.1 12.0 1.2% 3.7% 1.4% 10.9% 8.0% 2.1% 9.5% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.6% 6.4% 6.6% 6.5% 7.1% 7.8% -0.1 0.2 -0.1 0.6 0.7 0.0 0.6 
Headline U/E Rate 5.0% 5.1% 5.3% 5.2% 5.9% 6.8% 0.1 0.2 -0.1 0.7 0.9 0.1 0.8 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.2% 8.4% 8.8% 8.9% 8.6% 8.4% 0.1 0.4 0.1 -0.3 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 11.2% 11.3% 11.9% 12.1% 12.7% 13.3% 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.6 24.4 24.0 24.1 23.3 23.0 -0.3 -0.4 0.1 -0.8 -0.3 -0.2 -0.6 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.2% 26.3% 26.9% 25.7% 26.0% 28.3% 0.1 0.5 -1.2 0.4 2.2 -0.2 1.3 
Not In Employment (1) 35.1% 35.9% 37.0% 36.6% 38.6% 39.5% 0.8 1.1 -0.4 2.0 0.9 0.5 1.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 8,905 9,279 9,566 9,710 9,315 8,837 31,421 31,576 31,775 31,557 29,762 27,735 2.9% -4.6% 
Taxes Paid 2,252 2,402 2,476 2,663 2,608 2,524 7,947 8,173 8,225 8,655 8,332 7,921 5.7% -2.6% 
Benefits 1,759 1,773 1,777 1,799 1,873 1,901 6,207 6,033 5,903 5,848 5,983 5,965 0.8% 2.8% 
Business Income 1,433 1,331 1,108 1,220 1,189 1,207 5,055 4,530 3,682 3,966 3,797 3,787 -5.2% -0.6% 
Interest Paid 1,089 936 825 819 866 866 3,842 3,186 2,741 2,663 2,768 2,719 -9.0% 2.8% 
Property Income 1,837 1,819 1,864 1,917 1,915 1,908 6,483 6,189 6,191 6,231 6,117 5,988 1.4% -0.2% 
Disposable Income 13,314 13,677 13,932 14,244 13,817 13,423 46,978 46,543 46,279 46,294 44,144 42,125 2.3% -2.9% 
    Rank 30 29 30 30 31 32 20 19 24 27 36 46   
Resident GRP (Local) 15,120 15,432 15,442 15,312 14,455 13,906 83,438 82,507 81,141 79,260 73,911 70,487 0.4% -4.7% 
    Rank 28 28 28 28 30 30 18 19 20 19 24 33   
Industry GRP (Local) 12,981 13,155 13,060 12,887 12,222 11,853 113,332 112,098 111,608 108,127 101,571 99,910 -0.2% -4.1% 
    Rank 30 28 28 28 29 31 15 14 15 17 23 25   
Headline GRP 17,499 18,219 18,847 19,018 18,959 17,599 152,773 155,248 161,059 159,559 157,562 148,347 2.8% -3.8% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 3.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.1% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 11.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 66.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 14.2 37 
2016 13.6 39 
2015 12.6 41 
2014 12.8 41 
2013 13.0 40 
2012 13.2 38 
2011 13.6 38 
2010 12.0 45 
2009 12.3 48 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.1% 27.4% 26.9% 26.5% 
   Age 20-29 10.7% 10.4% 11.6% 10.9% 
   Age 30-54 36.3% 35.0% 33.4% 31.8% 
   Age 55+   23.9% 27.1% 28.2% 30.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  839 2,235 1,670 
   Age 20-29  472 1,609 418 
   Age 30-54  1,437 2,348 1,338 
   Age 55+    2,869 3,110 3,618 
Average Annual Growth  2.6% 3.7% 2.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 61.3 8,419.9 34 
    Hi Tech 4.1 979.0 40 
    Info. Tech 1.8 402.1 35 
    Engineering 8.7 813.0 30 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 19.2 34.4 35 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.3 4.0 44 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.6 1.6 37 
    Engineering p.a. 2.7 3.3 27 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 17 18 18 16 16 16 15 16 16 
   Rank 35 27 37 39 23 35 45 43 42 38 44 
Rainfall (mm) 700 958 751 674 632 866 752 883 708 793 900 
   Rank 26 22 27 37 57 34 25 6 30 31 20 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 190 195 201 207 209 213 218 225 231 237 247 257 264 272 283 294 301 308 313 319 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 540 546 463 33 38 51 36.0% 32.7% 23.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 451 427 414 36 36 51 47.8% 35.9% 24.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 316 358 332 25 23 25 39.3% 42.1% 43.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 228 239 284 20 20 15 58.1% 58.6% 69.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 118 132 117 29 19 38 54.6% 58.3% 57.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 16% 20% 24 34 8 80.0% 68.4% 84.9% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.63 1.58 2.06 14 29 6 85.7% 72.4% 89.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 139.9 162.9 185.8 417.6 419.9 396.8 391.2 41 38 4.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 66108 71042 82999 101517 122243 123682 104069 45 50 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.2 2.4 2.3 4.2 3.5 3.2 3.8 36 35 2.3% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 40052 43961 51646 60713 70328 69327 57551 61 57 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 37.3% 33.3% 25.8% 53.9% 50.7% 41.6% 44.4% 26 23 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 92.9% 69.9% 47.9% 62.7% 59.3% 49.9% 54.2% 16 7 -1.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 2.4% 3.2% 3.2% 4.2% 3.9% 3.9% 3.9% 65 64 0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 94.2% 90.8% 83.9% 94.1% 94.8% 93.7% 5 8 0.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.1 29 25 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 3,836 1,200 843 798 1,109 1,320 1,242 996 29% 
    Residential Renovations 1,605 627 569 521 481 442 524 464 -9% 
    Non Residential 990 322 352 248 231 304 362 550 47% 
    Engineering 6,251 2,852 4,692 4,791 4,665 4,330 3,745 2,092 -28% 
    Total 12,683 5,001 6,457 6,358 6,485 6,396 5,873 4,102 -15% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 5,016 4,404 2,975 2,714 3,685 4,290 3,968 3,126 21% 
    Residential Renovations 2,091 2,301 2,009 1,774 1,596 1,435 1,675 1,457 -15% 
    Non Residential 1,292 1,182 1,242 843 766 990 1,158 1,726 36% 
    Engineering 8,119 10,470 16,557 16,304 15,495 14,071 11,964 6,564 -33% 
    Total 16,518 18,357 22,783 21,636 21,542 20,786 18,765 12,873 -21% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 3 3 10 15 5 4 8 18  
    Residential Renovations 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 3  
    Non Residential 30 46 29 48 51 43 29 10  
    Engineering 8 7 6 8 8 7 6 10  
    Total 6 7 6 10 10 7 7 8  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 265.19 17043.0 24 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 18.16 1584.2 40 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 14.86 689.2 17 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.125 0.133 34 
Rates per Population 847.26 706.4 21 
General Purpose Grants per Population 58.01 65.7 34 
Roads Grants per Population 47.49 28.6 24 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 76,586 92,853 112,649 133,851 141,685 46 40 38 32 32 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 136,381 159,932 196,372 231,846 237,364 46 40 37 33 32 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,130 5,897 8,061 11,600 9,993 45 39 35 28 30 
POW Emp 69,201 82,901 99,492 114,540 118,634 47 42 42 36 38 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 120,936 139,286 170,088 194,122 194,212 47 42 40 35 37 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,509 4,907 6,717 9,462 7,940 52 45 37 30 32 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.1 33.5 33.3 32.2 37 43 22 20 36 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.3 36.9 41.1 50.0 42.1 50 37 25 14 32 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.6 32.3 32.9 32.6 31.5 40 47 32 27 39 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.0 35.2 39.5 48.7 40.9 58 45 28 12 32 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 7,287 7,930 7,178 6,051 6,777 7,356 7,861 7,081 5,921 6,899 
B Mining 3,563 3,985 5,164 7,260 7,336 2,137 2,416 2,862 3,963 3,434 
C Manufacturing 10,684 11,304 15,274 16,213 13,909 9,399 9,935 13,537 14,363 13,328 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 1,277 1,199 1,602 2,112 2,132 1,007 978 1,299 1,721 2,075 
E Construction 6,907 9,187 15,269 19,919 23,163 6,184 8,123 13,459 16,894 18,783 
F Wholesale Trade 2,842 3,488 3,279 3,416 3,597 2,381 2,876 2,591 2,492 2,357 
G Retail Trade 8,540 11,881 13,352 14,533 15,728 8,247 11,091 12,529 13,415 15,703 
H Accommodation & Food Services 5,621 7,692 7,087 8,815 9,591 5,490 7,476 6,918 8,412 8,553 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,662 3,253 4,199 5,173 5,472 2,235 2,673 3,374 3,814 3,250 
J Information Media & Telecoms 917 953 1,014 1,103 1,163 746 813 807 929 875 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,365 1,455 1,838 2,046 2,164 1,205 1,250 1,534 1,558 1,479 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,449 1,804 2,471 2,575 2,711 1,353 1,671 2,175 2,145 1,977 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,806 3,146 4,027 5,497 5,856 2,403 2,592 3,210 4,137 3,841 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,232 3,347 3,135 3,977 4,273 1,966 2,991 2,762 3,399 3,215 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,896 3,781 5,620 6,733 6,989 2,771 3,258 4,775 5,458 5,131 
P Education & Training 5,475 6,111 7,552 9,946 10,780 5,060 5,745 7,163 9,157 10,046 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,877 7,681 9,195 11,690 12,790 5,548 7,011 8,660 10,842 11,363 
R Arts & Recreation Services 966 1,242 1,131 1,365 1,520 914 1,179 1,064 1,314 1,450 
S Other Services 3,221 3,413 4,263 5,426 5,736 2,800 2,963 3,691 4,603 4,876 
Z TOTAL 76,586 92,853 112,649 133,851 141,685 69,201 82,901 99,492 114,540 118,634 
Z1 Hi Tech 4,244 4,827 6,119 7,940 8,044 3,431 3,687 4,591 5,830 5,426 
Z2 Hi Income 8,686 9,786 12,434 16,513 17,159 6,535 7,247 8,752 10,965 9,942 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 12,319 15,034 17,878 23,001 25,090 11,522 13,935 16,887 21,313 22,859 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 1.6 3.8 0.1 -0.4 -0.4 -0.7 -2.2 -0.2 -2.0 -4.5 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 0.7 1.1 0.0 0.0 -0.8 -0.9 0.0 -0.1 -1.5 -2.0 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 2.6 5.1 -0.1 -0.4 -1.2 -1.6 -1.7 -0.2 -3.8 -6.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 5,506 6,168 6,731 7,194 7,587 7,691 8,043 8,571 8,988 9,219 8,991 9,127 9,475 5.1% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,288 27,406 29,083 30,368 30,732 29,929 30,491 31,464 31,714 31,372 29,867 29,663 30,270 1.5% 
  - Per Cap Rank 52 45 38 38 42 42 39 38 38 44 55 59 60 0 
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The Pilbara and Kimberley are two WA planning regions, here brought 
together. Their output is dominated by minerals: offshore oil and gas, and 
onshore iron ore. The extensive pastoral stations first settled in the 
nineteenth century are still there, and so is a significant Aboriginal 
population. The region has a dry-season tourist trade. Towns in the Pilbara 
accommodate workers in the mining and petroleum industries while 
those in the Kimberley are more involved with tourism, administration 
and in the case of Kunnunurra, agriculture.  However, an increasing 
proportion of the workforce flies in and out from Perth. N.B 
Unemployment figures in remote regions can display excess variation. 
 

Major centres: 

Karratha, Port Hedland, Broome, Kunnunurra 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 102 106 105 105 105 102 3.3% -0.4% -0.6% -0.1% -2.6% 0.8% -1.4% 
No. Households 26 27 29 30 30 31 5.4% 6.2% 3.3% 1.1% 0.5% 5.0% 0.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 66 69 72 73 72 71 4.1% 4.1% 1.4% -1.4% -1.5% 3.2% -1.4% 
NIEIR Employment 63 65 66 67 66 66 4.1% 1.4% 1.6% -1.2% -0.7% 2.3% -0.9% 
NIEIR Unemployment 3.8 4.0 5.9 5.9 5.7 5.1 4.4% 47.6% -0.1% -3.4% -10.7% 15.4% -7.1% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.8% 5.8% 8.2% 8.1% 7.9% 7.2% 0.0 2.4 -0.1 -0.2 -0.7 0.8 -0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 3.4% 3.7% 6.2% 6.2% 6.1% 5.2% 0.3 2.5 0.0 -0.1 -0.9 0.9 -0.5 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 7.9% 7.9% 8.5% 8.8% 8.5% 8.6% 0.0 0.6 0.2 -0.3 0.1 0.3 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 11.0% 11.2% 12.1% 12.5% 12.8% 12.9% 0.2 0.9 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.5 0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 32.4 32.1 31.7 31.9 31.4 32.4 -0.2 -0.4 0.3 -0.5 1.0 -0.1 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 20.1% 19.9% 18.4% 16.6% 16.9% 14.5% -0.2 -1.5 -1.8 0.3 -2.3 -1.2 -1.0 
Not In Employment (1) 14.9% 15.5% 16.6% 15.9% 17.4% 14.7% 0.6 1.1 -0.7 1.4 -2.7 0.4 -0.6 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,849 6,158 6,350 6,231 5,952 5,760 57,179 58,301 60,370 59,562 56,960 56,604 2.1% -3.9% 
Taxes Paid 1,633 1,748 1,792 1,839 1,781 1,748 15,970 16,552 17,034 17,576 17,043 17,175 4.0% -2.5% 
Benefits 166 160 155 170 193 206 1,618 1,515 1,476 1,627 1,848 2,028 0.9% 10.1% 
Business Income 523 447 346 314 295 332 5,112 4,234 3,288 3,000 2,826 3,266 -15.6% 2.9% 
Interest Paid 639 559 476 414 384 384 6,245 5,291 4,527 3,954 3,675 3,775 -13.5% -3.6% 
Property Income 699 700 744 745 738 752 6,832 6,624 7,070 7,117 7,064 7,391 2.1% 0.5% 
Disposable Income 6,208 6,447 6,672 6,553 6,284 6,200 60,693 61,033 63,427 62,642 60,135 60,921 1.8% -2.7% 
    Rank 57 57 57 58 59 62 6 3 4 4 7 6   
Resident GRP (Local) 10,110 10,646 10,176 9,536 8,455 7,942 129,152 131,080 125,864 118,706 106,161 103,196 -1.9% -8.7% 
    Rank 43 42 45 46 50 52 2 2 2 3 6 6   
Industry GRP (Local) 13,113 13,828 13,703 13,179 12,046 11,576 155,453 157,223 149,036 137,848 122,602 114,443 0.2% -6.3% 
    Rank 28 27 27 27 31 32 2 2 2 4 7 8   
Headline GRP 34,229 38,653 44,319 50,019 56,689 57,733 405,770 439,467 482,028 523,166 576,985 570,787 13.5% 7.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 12.5% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 0.6% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 10.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 40.4% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 3.3 65 
2016 3.1 67 
2015 2.6 67 
2014 2.3 67 
2013 2.5 67 
2012 2.7 67 
2011 2.7 67 
2010 9.9 53 
2009 12.7 47 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 33.9% 31.0% 25.2% 24.5% 
   Age 20-29 17.0% 17.7% 20.4% 15.1% 
   Age 30-54 40.1% 41.1% 43.0% 45.5% 
   Age 55+   9.0% 10.3% 11.4% 14.9% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  261 -146 -172 
   Age 20-29  488 1,146 -1,091 
   Age 30-54  1,066 1,757 461 
   Age 55+    426 567 700 
Average Annual Growth  2.8% 3.6% -0.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 5.3 8,419.9 66 
    Hi Tech 0.1 979.0 67 
    Info. Tech 0.0 402.1 65 
    Engineering 0.4 813.0 66 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 5.2 34.4 67 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.1 4.0 67 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.0 1.6 65 
    Engineering p.a. 0.4 3.3 67 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 27 27 27 28 26 18 19 19 19 25 25 
   Rank 1 1 2 1 2 19 18 18 17 2 5 
Rainfall (mm) 513 421 782 476 922 456 444 397 346 252 543 
   Rank 37 56 26 58 36 63 53 61 60 67 60 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 70 71 72 72 74 76 78 81 83 86 89 92 95 99 102 106 105 105 105 102 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 599 633 311 25 28 66 39.9% 37.9% 15.9% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 619 649 281 16 16 66 65.7% 54.6% 16.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 371 391 357 17 13 20 46.1% 46.0% 46.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 392 408 327 1 1 6 100.0% 100.0% 79.6% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 216 227 198 1 1 2 100.0% 100.0% 97.1% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 17% 15% 21 28 44 81.0% 72.7% 65.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.54 1.57 1.43 24 30 47 81.0% 72.1% 62.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 374.6 469.0 306.3 382.7 704.4 651.4 336.2 2 45 -1.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 103701 103942 133133 185766 237921 222057 203714 4 1 3.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 8.3 8.1 2.5 2.1 3.3 3.3 2.0 1 61 -6.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 46029 56238 60164 75141 108669 112283 94639 37 12 2.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 86.2% 73.0% 34.3% 42.2% 55.6% 41.0% 23.5% 1 59 -5.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 189.0% 123.0% 75.7% 69.2% 66.6% 46.1% 46.9% 1 15 -4.5% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 8.6% 8.0% 8.5% 7.3% 7.9% 10.0% 11.9% 35 24 1.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 80.7% 91.8% 80.9% 72.4% 75.8% 79.7% 38 33 -0.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.8 3.0 2.8 2.6 2 2 0.4% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,491 573 714 958 841 419 207 100 -71% 
    Residential Renovations 386 150 137 128 121 111 129 113 -9% 
    Non Residential 1,449 938 1,515 1,535 1,089 703 495 275 -64% 
    Engineering 12,993 6,331 10,907 11,311 11,319 10,720 9,394 5,387 -24% 
    Total 16,319 7,992 13,273 13,931 13,370 11,953 10,225 5,875 -31% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 5,382 5,811 6,977 9,067 7,993 4,010 1,981 985 -71% 
    Residential Renovations 1,398 1,526 1,340 1,212 1,148 1,059 1,236 1,108 -8% 
    Non Residential 5,226 9,517 14,813 14,531 10,357 6,716 4,736 2,700 -64% 
    Engineering 46,823 64,226 106,631 107,076 107,605 102,476 89,893 52,939 -24% 
    Total 58,828 81,079 129,760 131,886 127,103 114,261 97,847 57,732 -31% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 3 2 2 2 2 6 38 64  
    Residential Renovations 20 16 23 13 23 27 19 44  
    Non Residential 3 2 2 2 2 3 3 5  
    Engineering 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
    Total 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 130.65 17043.0 52 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 21.88 1584.2 33 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 8.65 689.2 29 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.234 0.133 25 
Rates per Population 1250.19 706.4 2 
General Purpose Grants per Population 209.36 65.7 9 
Roads Grants per Population 82.74 28.6 14 

 

Construction Value by Type 

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

2011 2014 2017

Res New Res Renovations Non-Res Engineering



WA Pilbara Kimberley 

National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18 (A.241) 

 

EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 38,896 37,829 44,120 62,603 64,736 64 65 65 60 57 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 70,802 67,442 83,519 131,387 129,660 63 65 64 53 54 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,450 2,760 3,882 8,662 6,656 63 65 60 39 49 
POW Emp 42,062 42,751 52,696 84,356 101,147 64 64 61 48 47 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 77,063 76,854 100,684 174,590 203,035 63 63 60 41 34 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,835 3,277 4,883 11,665 10,289 61 62 52 23 26 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.0 34.3 36.4 40.4 38.5 15 12 1 1 2 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 34.6 40.9 46.5 65.9 51.3 23 20 8 2 8 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.6 36.7 39.8 38.6 8 9 1 1 2 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 36.8 42.6 48.5 66.8 50.7 11 10 5 2 6 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,531 1,484 1,216 1,230 1,364 1,445 1,504 1,275 1,329 1,631 
B Mining 6,712 5,965 9,166 17,036 17,486 9,523 9,385 15,017 27,886 37,882 
C Manufacturing 1,894 1,734 1,889 2,161 1,889 1,864 1,734 1,880 2,587 5,994 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 432 574 530 844 887 387 516 478 899 2,052 
E Construction 2,985 2,854 5,362 7,808 7,220 4,052 4,131 7,450 14,358 14,346 
F Wholesale Trade 1,027 1,122 878 1,069 1,127 957 1,054 848 1,085 1,048 
G Retail Trade 3,079 3,241 3,237 3,471 3,808 2,881 3,122 3,179 3,375 3,563 
H Accommodation & Food Services 2,732 2,653 2,536 3,885 4,152 2,989 3,120 3,050 5,295 6,269 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 1,897 1,830 2,239 3,692 3,891 2,067 2,058 2,535 4,592 5,636 
J Information Media & Telecoms 294 343 359 388 424 312 373 353 381 351 
K Financial & Insurance Services 401 280 309 411 441 372 256 277 369 330 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 617 617 802 1,147 1,210 603 620 793 1,244 1,206 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 995 969 964 1,870 2,010 1,072 1,075 1,152 2,662 2,949 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,040 1,536 1,533 2,257 2,399 1,118 1,589 1,649 2,985 3,232 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,446 4,765 3,699 3,823 4,054 2,637 4,408 3,568 3,729 3,320 
P Education & Training 3,160 2,938 3,301 4,405 4,795 2,835 2,743 3,167 4,142 3,569 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,545 2,984 4,084 3,945 4,228 4,933 3,145 3,984 4,051 4,141 
R Arts & Recreation Services 268 313 330 478 526 274 326 312 487 565 
S Other Services 1,842 1,626 1,687 2,684 2,825 1,742 1,592 1,728 2,900 3,063 
Z TOTAL 38,896 37,829 44,120 62,603 64,736 42,062 42,751 52,696 84,356 101,147 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,200 1,571 1,489 2,691 2,735 2,135 1,643 1,672 3,685 4,099 
Z2 Hi Income 8,628 7,985 11,362 20,571 21,248 11,552 11,520 17,446 32,568 42,828 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 8,973 6,236 7,714 8,828 9,549 8,041 6,214 7,464 8,680 8,276 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.0 2.0 4.4 0.1 -0.3 -0.1 -0.3 -2.2 -0.3 -2.2 -4.7 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.3 1.4 1.5 0.0 -0.3 1.7 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 -0.1 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.5 3.8 6.0 -0.1 -0.6 1.6 1.1 -1.7 -0.1 -2.1 -4.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 1,882 1,868 1,906 2,135 2,526 2,762 2,941 3,092 3,346 3,557 3,465 3,289 3,218 4.9% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 24,003 23,164 22,835 24,922 28,408 29,903 30,910 31,369 32,708 33,675 32,939 31,439 30,796 2.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 62 67 67 67 59 43 33 40 29 25 35 44 51 0 
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The WA Wheat Belt and Great Southern are here brought together as 
farming regions. Relative to the Eastern States, towns in the WA wheat 
belt are few and small; the largest are Northam and Narrogin. Much of the 
area depends directly on Perth for higher-order retail and administrative 
functions. By contrast, the Great Southern comprises the hinterland of 
Albany, a town of some size and long history. The strip close to Albany is 
better watered than the rest of the region and has plantation forestry, 
while the areas close to Perth are gaining commuters and hobby farms. 

 

Major centres: 

Albany, Narrogin, Northam 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 132 134 134 135 134 134 1.3% 0.4% 0.2% -0.3% -0.2% 0.6% -0.2% 
No. Households 49 49 50 50 50 50 0.2% 0.5% 0.6% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 
NIEIR Workforce 67 67 66 66 65 67 -0.1% -1.4% -0.9% -1.7% 2.9% -0.8% 0.6% 
NIEIR Employment 63 62 61 61 59 59 -0.2% -2.0% -0.4% -2.5% -1.5% -0.9% -2.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 4.8 4.8 5.2 4.8 5.2 8.0 1.3% 6.7% -6.4% 8.1% 52.5% 0.4% 28.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.1% 7.2% 7.8% 7.4% 8.1% 12.0% 0.1 0.6 -0.4 0.7 3.9 0.1 2.3 
Headline U/E Rate 3.7% 4.0% 4.4% 4.1% 5.3% 9.8% 0.3 0.4 -0.3 1.2 4.5 0.1 2.9 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 10.0% 10.1% 10.6% 10.7% 10.5% 10.6% 0.1 0.5 0.2 -0.2 0.1 0.3 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 12.9% 13.0% 13.3% 13.7% 14.3% 15.0% 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.6 
Hours Per Week (1) 27.5 27.6 27.6 28.4 28.1 28.2 0.1 0.0 0.8 -0.3 0.1 0.3 -0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.8% 25.7% 26.9% 26.6% 27.7% 27.9% 1.0 1.1 -0.3 1.1 0.1 0.6 0.6 
Not In Employment (1) 27.7% 27.4% 27.3% 25.3% 26.1% 25.7% -0.3 -0.1 -2.0 0.8 -0.3 -0.8 0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 3,225 3,322 3,250 3,219 3,021 2,917 24,413 24,830 24,185 23,922 22,513 21,767 -0.1% -4.8% 
Taxes Paid 1,065 1,146 1,176 1,313 1,257 1,340 8,060 8,561 8,752 9,754 9,366 10,000 7.2% 1.0% 
Benefits 878 899 926 893 950 994 6,649 6,722 6,891 6,637 7,082 7,416 0.6% 5.5% 
Business Income 2,325 2,374 2,498 2,686 2,548 2,897 17,603 17,743 18,588 19,957 18,987 21,620 4.9% 3.9% 
Interest Paid 589 474 417 394 402 402 4,456 3,546 3,106 2,930 2,999 3,004 -12.5% 1.0% 
Property Income 861 820 824 862 843 896 6,517 6,130 6,133 6,405 6,281 6,687 0.0% 2.0% 
Disposable Income 7,138 7,321 7,481 7,626 7,313 7,740 54,038 54,718 55,670 56,662 54,490 57,760 2.2% 0.7% 
    Rank 53 53 53 53 53 54 9 9 9 9 9 8   
Resident GRP (Local) 6,899 7,068 7,009 6,830 6,389 6,188 83,011 84,071 83,818 82,293 77,747 76,284 -0.3% -4.8% 
    Rank 55 54 55 56 58 58 19 18 16 17 16 19   
Industry GRP (Local) 6,540 6,673 6,568 6,326 5,931 5,785 111,056 114,321 115,693 112,860 108,257 106,638 -1.1% -4.4% 
    Rank 56 55 55 57 58 58 16 11 11 13 14 15   
Headline GRP 11,217 11,318 11,567 11,375 11,041 9,498 190,480 193,898 203,743 202,933 201,532 175,078 0.5% -8.6% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 2.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 14.8% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 61.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 12.8 41 
2016 13.0 41 
2015 11.7 45 
2014 12.4 43 
2013 12.3 43 
2012 12.3 41 
2011 13.6 39 
2010 10.2 52 
2009 12.1 51 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.9% 27.3% 26.1% 25.4% 
   Age 20-29 10.4% 9.7% 10.2% 9.7% 
   Age 30-54 36.9% 35.4% 33.1% 30.3% 
   Age 55+   23.8% 27.5% 30.6% 34.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -419 -3 -81 
   Age 20-29  -178 233 -93 
   Age 30-54  -384 -226 -624 
   Age 55+    926 1,131 1,180 
Average Annual Growth  0.0% 0.9% 0.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 21.1 8,419.9 56 
    Hi Tech 0.6 979.0 64 
    Info. Tech 0.0 402.1 65 
    Engineering 3.9 813.0 49 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 15.7 34.4 46 
    Hi Tech p.a. 0.5 4.0 64 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.0 1.6 65 
    Engineering p.a. 2.9 3.3 22 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 18 18 17 18 18 18 16 16 
   Rank 23 22 26 26 21 22 26 30 25 39 46 
Rainfall (mm) 343 442 466 378 339 531 395 400 410 505 552 
   Rank 60 55 50 65 67 60 55 60 53 53 59 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 125 125 126 127 127 127 126 127 127 126 127 129 129 130 132 134 134 135 134 134 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 536 549 502 34 37 48 35.7% 32.9% 25.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 397 395 399 49 49 55 42.1% 33.2% 23.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 349 367 353 21 18 21 43.3% 43.1% 45.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 209 213 250 29 33 26 53.4% 52.2% 60.8% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 139 152 155 11 11 8 64.7% 66.8% 75.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 16% 14% 15% 45 55 48 68.8% 58.3% 62.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.31 1.26 1.44 47 57 46 68.9% 57.8% 62.8% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 147.6 148.9 161.6 266.5 316.6 286.2 275.7 45 55 3.0% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 85257 90579 118005 123686 131403 150250 154157 10 6 2.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.8 1.8 1.6 2.6 2.7 2.3 2.4 55 57 1.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 61558 71567 83310 91922 108035 109976 91950 8 16 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 32.3% 22.6% 16.9% 26.4% 27.0% 20.1% 21.1% 48 63 -0.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 79.0% 54.5% 37.8% 39.6% 36.4% 28.5% 31.3% 35 52 -2.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 2.9% 2.7% 2.7% 3.1% 3.0% 3.4% 3.6% 67 65 1.5% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 90.4% 92.4% 89.1% 89.4% 93.0% 94.7% 11 6 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.0 31 40 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,034 347 269 222 253 281 277 250 9% 
    Residential Renovations 910 331 303 274 250 227 267 234 -12% 
    Non Residential 381 223 320 196 101 109 112 147 -40% 
    Engineering 2,172 656 945 944 917 870 745 429 -27% 
    Total 4,497 1,557 1,837 1,635 1,522 1,488 1,402 1,059 -21% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,682 2,662 2,035 1,657 1,886 2,091 2,068 1,862 8% 
    Residential Renovations 2,362 2,536 2,292 2,048 1,861 1,689 1,988 1,745 -13% 
    Non Residential 988 1,709 2,422 1,465 748 812 834 1,098 -41% 
    Engineering 5,637 5,032 7,154 7,052 6,827 6,461 5,554 3,198 -28% 
    Total 11,670 11,938 13,905 12,222 11,322 11,054 10,444 7,904 -21% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 23 25 33 39 36 33 37 39  
    Residential Renovations 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1  
    Non Residential 43 17 10 16 52 52 53 34  
    Engineering 14 16 18 18 17 15 13 19  
    Total 13 13 14 15 19 16 13 26  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 91.67 17043.0 62 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 50.14 1584.2 4 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 31.21 689.2 1 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.887 0.133 1 
Rates per Population 683.07 706.4 39 
General Purpose Grants per Population 373.62 65.7 1 
Roads Grants per Population 232.56 28.6 1 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 57,725 59,515 62,476 62,615 58,886 54 55 56 59 63 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 108,549 106,609 116,128 118,577 120,554 53 55 54 56 56 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,103 5,315 5,149 5,385 4,657 46 45 51 55 59 
POW Emp 55,052 56,932 58,943 58,888 54,249 55 58 59 61 62 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 103,793 102,083 109,420 110,674 110,230 53 57 56 57 57 
POW Income ($m cvm) 3,891 5,057 4,837 5,026 4,254 47 42 53 56 57 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 36.2 34.4 35.7 36.4 39.4 1 7 3 3 1 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 37.8 49.9 44.3 45.4 38.6 10 3 15 26 40 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 36.3 34.5 35.7 36.1 39.1 2 10 4 4 1 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 37.5 49.5 44.2 45.4 38.6 9 2 10 21 39 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 18,566 17,021 15,826 12,601 11,998 18,975 17,692 16,634 13,318 12,820 
B Mining 1,127 961 1,409 1,930 1,734 914 864 1,151 1,442 1,239 
C Manufacturing 3,230 3,337 4,231 4,194 3,326 2,896 3,091 3,710 3,860 3,199 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 627 534 747 939 866 538 472 630 857 794 
E Construction 3,019 3,640 4,520 4,625 4,208 2,605 3,189 3,944 4,498 4,157 
F Wholesale Trade 2,260 2,132 2,501 2,382 2,167 2,197 2,084 2,171 2,062 1,752 
G Retail Trade 5,119 5,635 6,037 6,032 5,846 4,849 5,387 5,754 5,653 5,331 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,044 3,637 2,890 3,071 3,042 2,973 3,514 2,816 3,010 2,887 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,269 2,363 2,761 2,983 2,765 2,098 2,223 2,506 2,572 2,137 
J Information Media & Telecoms 670 594 554 516 489 580 512 444 424 340 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,018 910 1,125 1,115 1,049 912 813 964 968 814 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 518 582 800 751 725 498 613 708 680 574 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,489 1,663 1,727 1,888 1,848 1,302 1,424 1,475 1,557 1,401 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,029 1,499 1,222 1,393 1,375 950 1,409 1,125 1,212 1,012 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,799 3,152 3,836 4,377 4,043 2,512 2,735 3,358 3,680 3,427 
P Education & Training 4,468 4,666 4,651 5,319 5,174 4,081 4,333 4,546 5,161 4,736 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 3,601 4,512 4,988 5,525 5,413 3,652 4,205 4,714 5,274 5,095 
R Arts & Recreation Services 299 441 473 517 513 266 399 394 477 460 
S Other Services 2,572 2,235 2,178 2,456 2,305 2,254 1,973 1,900 2,181 2,073 
Z TOTAL 57,725 59,515 62,476 62,615 58,886 55,052 56,932 58,943 58,888 54,249 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,320 2,465 2,688 2,844 2,615 1,928 2,032 2,185 2,314 2,021 
Z2 Hi Income 4,092 3,987 4,811 5,510 5,193 3,552 3,544 4,100 4,440 3,832 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 8,368 9,619 10,112 11,361 11,100 8,000 8,937 9,655 10,912 10,291 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.4 -1.4 0.5 0.1 -0.8 -1.5 -2.2 -2.2 -0.4 -0.1 -2.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.5 0.2 1.1 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 -0.7 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.5 -1.5 1.7 -0.1 -0.9 -1.1 -2.0 -1.7 -1.5 0.4 -3.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,962 3,971 3,811 3,992 4,291 4,238 4,176 4,493 4,814 4,930 4,864 4,895 4,896 2.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 31,407 31,378 30,044 31,575 33,717 32,931 32,274 34,449 36,446 36,844 36,193 36,372 36,479 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 18 23 32 25 22 23 26 23 15 16 16 18 20 0 
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Southern Tasmania includes all of Hobart plus its commuter zone and a 
fringe of purely rural areas and forests. It accordingly has a more mixed 
economic base than the capital city regions of the mainland states. The 
regional economic base includes city centre functions, manufacturing 
(much of which is resource-related), agriculture, fishing, forestry and 
tourism, the latter based on both natural attractions and the region’s 
urban heritage. The region extends into high country exploited for hydro-
electricity. 

 

Major centres: 

Hobart 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 255 256 257 259 261 263 0.4% 0.6% 0.7% 0.8% 0.6% 0.6% 0.7% 
No. Households 100 101 102 103 104 104 0.7% 0.7% 0.9% 1.0% 0.7% 0.8% 0.9% 
NIEIR Workforce 135 135 136 140 139 138 0.1% 0.7% 3.0% -0.9% -0.4% 1.3% -0.6% 
NIEIR Employment 120 120 119 124 123 123 -0.7% -0.1% 3.5% -0.3% 0.1% 0.9% -0.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 14.7 15.8 16.8 16.8 16.0 15.3 7.3% 6.7% -0.3% -4.9% -4.4% 4.5% -4.6% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.9% 11.7% 12.4% 12.0% 11.5% 11.0% 0.8 0.7 -0.4 -0.5 -0.5 0.4 -0.5 
Headline U/E Rate 5.2% 6.1% 6.9% 6.7% 6.3% 6.0% 0.9 0.8 -0.2 -0.4 -0.3 0.5 -0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.2% 13.5% 14.1% 14.3% 13.9% 13.8% 0.4 0.6 0.2 -0.4 -0.1 0.4 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 16.8% 17.1% 17.8% 17.8% 17.5% 17.5% 0.3 0.6 0.0 -0.3 0.0 0.3 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 21.9 21.4 21.5 22.3 22.3 22.5 -0.4 0.1 0.8 -0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 27.8% 28.1% 28.2% 25.8% 26.2% 25.6% 0.3 0.1 -2.3 0.3 -0.6 -0.6 -0.1 
Not In Employment (1) 42.5% 43.7% 43.4% 41.2% 41.4% 40.9% 1.2 -0.2 -2.2 0.1 -0.5 -0.4 -0.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,769 5,516 5,579 5,662 5,753 5,726 22,665 21,580 21,704 21,866 22,039 21,807 -0.6% 0.6% 
Taxes Paid 1,246 1,258 1,269 1,352 1,394 1,397 4,896 4,921 4,936 5,222 5,341 5,319 2.8% 1.6% 
Benefits 1,952 2,073 2,254 2,315 2,306 2,196 7,670 8,110 8,771 8,942 8,833 8,363 5.9% -2.6% 
Business Income 704 581 590 868 944 965 2,765 2,272 2,294 3,353 3,615 3,677 7.2% 5.5% 
Interest Paid 722 611 546 533 549 551 2,835 2,389 2,124 2,057 2,105 2,099 -9.6% 1.7% 
Property Income 1,480 1,413 1,380 1,442 1,504 1,551 5,815 5,528 5,371 5,571 5,762 5,907 -0.9% 3.7% 
Disposable Income 9,693 9,372 9,698 10,164 10,321 10,273 38,083 36,664 37,730 39,253 39,538 39,127 1.6% 0.5% 
    Rank 43 44 42 42 42 43 59 61 59 55 56 58   
Resident GRP (Local) 10,056 9,616 9,766 9,809 9,572 9,443 60,307 57,833 58,749 58,899 57,398 57,027 -0.8% -1.9% 
    Rank 44 46 46 44 44 45 61 62 63 62 62 60   
Industry GRP (Local) 10,078 9,647 9,784 9,809 9,635 9,647 83,288 80,013 81,192 78,611 76,709 75,274 -0.9% -0.8% 
    Rank 42 45 45 44 45 43 65 65 65 65 66 66   
Headline GRP 12,619 12,620 12,924 13,017 13,276 13,783 104,288 104,673 107,249 104,321 105,704 107,543 1.0% 2.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.6% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 7.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 21.3% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 67.7% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 21.4 4 
2016 22.3 4 
2015 22.8 5 
2014 23.2 5 
2013 22.1 6 
2012 20.1 8 
2011 18.6 13 
2010 17.2 20 
2009 19.4 21 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.5% 26.0% 24.8% 24.1% 
   Age 20-29 12.3% 12.7% 12.9% 12.3% 
   Age 30-54 35.9% 34.6% 33.0% 30.9% 
   Age 55+   24.3% 26.7% 29.2% 32.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -141 29 -8 
   Age 20-29  437 452 -108 
   Age 30-54  116 45 -563 
   Age 55+    1,705 1,924 2,290 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 1.0% 0.6% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 35.3 8,419.9 47 
    Hi Tech 2.5 979.0 45 
    Info. Tech 0.6 402.1 49 
    Engineering 1.5 813.0 62 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 13.4 34.4 53 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.0 4.0 55 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 55 
    Engineering p.a. 0.6 3.3 65 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 12 12 11 12 11 11 11 11 10 11 11 
   Rank 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 66 65 
Rainfall (mm) 555 553 713 704 872 806 600 800 730 854 1,238 
   Rank 32 43 29 32 43 41 36 17 28 26 4 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 230 230 231 231 232 234 236 238 240 242 245 249 252 254 255 256 257 259 261 263 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 573 531 589 27 40 36 38.2% 31.8% 30.2% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 426 409 474 41 41 40 45.2% 34.4% 28.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 277 263 283 41 50 44 34.4% 30.8% 36.8% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 130 140 168 65 65 56 33.3% 34.2% 40.9% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 101 95 98 58 64 64 46.8% 42.0% 48.2% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 14% 14% 15% 60 57 47 58.0% 57.8% 63.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.11 1.26 1.46 60 56 45 58.4% 58.0% 64.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 140.3 148.8 155.8 303.3 350.2 324.7 345.7 46 43 4.1% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 62228 58276 62719 81335 94602 91073 92865 65 62 2.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.2 2.5 2.5 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.8 28 36 1.9% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 46881 49149 51770 63282 70437 68582 63883 54 49 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 31.0% 25.2% 19.8% 34.8% 36.3% 28.7% 30.6% 41 39 1.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 71.2% 53.9% 44.9% 43.5% 39.9% 37.6% 37.4% 37 30 -1.8% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 9.6% 9.5% 9.1% 9.3% 9.4% 9.8% 9.9% 28 28 0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 74.1% 88.7% 83.2% 71.3% 89.1% 82.6% 45 28 0.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 56 54 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,391 437 326 311 291 403 425 345 26% 
    Residential Renovations 971 318 351 299 304 273 276 291 -12% 
    Non Residential 944 365 253 198 251 322 354 399 53% 
    Engineering 1,596 531 530 574 565 548 542 548 -2% 
    Total 4,903 1,650 1,459 1,382 1,410 1,546 1,596 1,583 11% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,866 1,721 1,279 1,219 1,131 1,556 1,627 1,315 24% 
    Residential Renovations 1,302 1,252 1,380 1,169 1,181 1,053 1,058 1,108 -14% 
    Non Residential 1,264 1,438 992 773 977 1,245 1,355 1,518 50% 
    Engineering 2,139 2,092 2,082 2,247 2,198 2,115 2,074 2,086 -4% 
    Total 6,571 6,503 5,733 5,408 5,487 5,969 6,115 6,027 9% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 39 46 52 57 62 52 48 54  
    Residential Renovations 23 28 20 17 19 28 31 45  
    Non Residential 30 29 45 52 40 29 24 17  
    Engineering 38 45 47 45 43 33 37 38  
    Total 37 43 52 57 54 42 42 45  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 192.62 17043.0 40 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 12.59 1584.2 49 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 13.75 689.2 19 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.137 0.133 31 
Rates per Population 737.89 706.4 29 
General Purpose Grants per Population 48.23 65.7 40 
Roads Grants per Population 52.68 28.6 22 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 98,907 99,258 113,825 119,998 122,880 34 36 37 40 40 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 169,196 166,576 186,896 190,630 193,562 36 38 39 41 43 
UR Income ($m cvm) 4,798 5,282 6,973 7,373 6,490 39 46 42 44 50 
POW Emp 100,653 99,830 114,284 121,000 128,164 31 34 32 33 29 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 171,637 166,687 186,895 191,488 200,632 31 33 34 36 35 
POW Income ($m cvm) 4,950 5,269 6,948 7,395 6,694 36 39 36 41 44 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.9 32.3 31.6 30.6 30.3 65 63 62 66 62 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.4 31.7 37.3 38.7 33.5 66 64 49 61 62 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.8 32.1 31.4 30.4 30.1 54 51 57 59 60 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 28.8 31.6 37.2 38.6 33.4 59 64 43 59 60 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 4,663 4,579 4,518 4,173 4,264 4,714 4,578 4,455 4,079 4,156 
B Mining 242 176 271 298 309 232 160 240 193 179 
C Manufacturing 9,405 9,146 9,808 7,801 7,072 9,713 9,316 9,901 7,903 7,062 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 692 1,510 2,284 2,635 2,675 1,330 1,516 2,292 2,690 2,475 
E Construction 5,964 5,158 8,455 8,354 8,645 6,074 5,230 8,526 8,482 8,761 
F Wholesale Trade 3,607 3,430 3,508 3,338 3,424 3,686 3,497 3,546 3,379 3,575 
G Retail Trade 10,816 11,862 13,255 13,287 13,830 11,037 12,010 13,355 13,427 14,756 
H Accommodation & Food Services 7,561 8,276 7,698 8,866 9,272 7,724 8,212 7,686 8,837 9,419 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 3,519 3,917 4,620 4,314 4,428 3,859 3,978 4,583 4,325 4,504 
J Information Media & Telecoms 2,492 2,421 2,285 2,394 2,451 2,513 2,448 2,336 2,438 2,557 
K Financial & Insurance Services 3,319 2,703 3,288 3,220 3,302 3,313 2,733 3,340 3,283 3,536 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 1,312 1,363 1,819 1,806 1,854 1,333 1,405 1,841 1,841 1,971 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 5,075 5,623 6,409 7,781 7,967 4,998 5,564 6,383 7,827 8,328 
N Administrative & Support Services 2,287 2,899 2,745 3,078 3,198 2,300 2,917 2,758 3,141 3,446 
O Public Administration & Safety 10,992 8,871 13,512 14,676 14,997 10,876 8,920 13,652 14,879 15,718 
P Education & Training 8,863 8,892 9,843 11,723 12,115 8,945 8,947 9,856 11,869 13,566 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 11,792 12,611 13,398 14,981 15,565 11,694 12,550 13,358 15,063 16,411 
R Arts & Recreation Services 2,070 2,040 1,974 2,562 2,658 2,079 2,051 2,012 2,614 2,874 
S Other Services 4,235 3,779 4,136 4,712 4,855 4,234 3,799 4,164 4,730 4,870 
Z TOTAL 98,907 99,258 113,825 119,998 122,880 100,653 99,830 114,284 121,000 128,164 
Z1 Hi Tech 7,248 7,468 8,362 9,361 9,372 7,271 7,462 8,355 9,398 9,712 
Z2 Hi Income 9,770 9,897 11,506 12,895 13,220 9,676 9,857 11,507 12,915 13,827 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 22,725 23,543 25,215 29,266 30,337 22,718 23,547 25,225 29,546 32,851 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.3 2.2 4.2 0.1 -0.1 -1.9 -1.9 -2.2 0.2 -4.1 -6.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.9 0.0 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 0.0 0.0 -0.9 -1.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 2.2 5.0 -0.1 -0.2 -2.1 -2.2 -1.7 -0.2 -4.2 -7.1 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 6,664 7,145 7,476 7,642 7,866 8,045 8,133 8,402 8,402 8,400 8,682 9,050 9,385 3.6% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 28,196 29,993 31,162 31,543 32,067 32,336 32,294 33,110 33,010 32,862 33,775 34,952 35,953 2.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 31 28 25 26 29 26 25 25 27 31 27 21 22 0 
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Northern Tasmania comprises the north east part of the island. Its chief 
city, Launceston, rivals Hobart as a retail centre. The region includes areas 
of intensive farming with associated agricultural processing, and attracts 
its share of the tourist trade. The northern midlands and east coast are 
relatively dry, and are devoted to livestock rather than crop production. It 
has some manufacturing, with a nucleus of heavy industry at the port of 
Bell Bay. 

 

Major centres: 

Launceston 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 143 144 144 144 144 144 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 
No. Households 56 56 57 57 58 58 0.6% 0.6% 0.8% 0.9% 0.7% 0.7% 0.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 73 73 73 74 73 74 -0.4% -0.2% 1.3% -1.4% 1.0% 0.2% -0.2% 
NIEIR Employment 65 65 64 65 64 65 -1.3% -1.1% 2.0% -1.1% 0.6% -0.2% -0.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.9 8.5 9.1 8.7 8.4 8.7 7.3% 7.0% -4.1% -3.8% 3.8% 3.3% 0.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 10.8% 11.7% 12.5% 11.8% 11.6% 11.9% 0.8 0.8 -0.7 -0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 
Headline U/E Rate 6.1% 7.1% 7.9% 7.3% 7.0% 7.6% 1.0 0.8 -0.6 -0.3 0.6 0.4 0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 13.5% 14.0% 14.9% 15.3% 14.9% 14.9% 0.5 0.9 0.4 -0.4 -0.1 0.6 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 17.3% 17.7% 18.6% 18.8% 18.7% 19.0% 0.4 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 21.9 21.5 21.5 22.5 22.6 22.9 -0.4 0.0 1.0 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 29.1% 29.6% 30.0% 28.2% 28.7% 27.5% 0.5 0.4 -1.9 0.6 -1.2 -0.3 -0.3 
Not In Employment (1) 42.3% 43.4% 43.3% 40.8% 40.5% 39.7% 1.1 -0.1 -2.6 -0.2 -0.9 -0.5 -0.6 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,953 2,815 2,804 2,810 2,871 2,851 20,586 19,604 19,507 19,535 19,897 19,732 -1.6% 0.7% 
Taxes Paid 704 704 712 747 770 794 4,906 4,905 4,954 5,194 5,334 5,492 2.0% 3.1% 
Benefits 1,104 1,184 1,243 1,255 1,231 1,142 7,697 8,245 8,648 8,726 8,533 7,907 4.4% -4.6% 
Business Income 698 610 652 805 824 890 4,862 4,250 4,537 5,598 5,712 6,162 4.9% 5.2% 
Interest Paid 372 313 274 263 275 276 2,596 2,183 1,903 1,832 1,908 1,912 -10.9% 2.4% 
Property Income 745 694 704 717 747 777 5,191 4,836 4,897 4,987 5,177 5,376 -1.2% 4.1% 
Disposable Income 5,431 5,227 5,397 5,569 5,609 5,594 37,854 36,402 37,538 38,718 38,878 38,712 0.8% 0.2% 
    Rank 62 62 63 63 64 64 61 64 61 57 60 59   
Resident GRP (Local) 5,263 4,985 5,026 5,021 4,913 4,856 57,049 54,386 55,141 55,420 54,409 54,355 -1.6% -1.7% 
    Rank 63 63 63 64 64 64 65 67 66 64 64 63   
Industry GRP (Local) 5,186 4,896 4,912 4,884 4,749 4,632 80,695 77,339 78,892 77,321 76,834 75,811 -2.0% -2.6% 
    Rank 60 62 63 62 63 63 66 67 67 66 65 64   
Headline GRP 6,576 6,461 6,509 6,624 6,671 6,667 102,319 102,046 104,533 104,867 107,921 109,113 0.2% 0.3% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 10.9% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.4% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 9.2% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 20.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 69.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 20.4 8 
2016 21.9 5 
2015 22.5 6 
2014 23.0 6 
2013 22.7 5 
2012 20.3 7 
2011 19.8 7 
2010 18.4 16 
2009 20.4 18 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.8% 26.6% 25.3% 23.8% 
   Age 20-29 12.1% 11.8% 11.8% 11.9% 
   Age 30-54 35.2% 34.0% 32.1% 29.7% 
   Age 55+   25.0% 27.6% 30.8% 34.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -43 -197 -385 
   Age 20-29  47 78 54 
   Age 30-54  49 -320 -640 
   Age 55+    992 1,098 1,176 
Average Annual Growth  0.8% 0.5% 0.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 22.9 8,419.9 54 
    Hi Tech 1.5 979.0 56 
    Info. Tech 0.4 402.1 58 
    Engineering 3.1 813.0 51 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 15.8 34.4 44 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.0 4.0 53 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 53 
    Engineering p.a. 2.2 3.3 38 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 12 12 13 13 
   Rank 65 65 65 65 65 61 62 64 63 62 62 
Rainfall (mm) 417 500 583 819 875 708 485 816 587 611 844 
   Rank 49 49 42 19 42 47 46 14 37 45 26 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 134 134 134 134 135 136 138 139 139 140 141 142 143 144 143 144 144 144 144 144 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 494 436 424 47 61 60 32.9% 26.1% 21.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 350 324 339 55 55 61 37.1% 27.2% 20.3% 
    Value of Financial Assets 263 236 223 55 63 61 32.6% 27.7% 29.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 118 124 138 66 66 64 30.2% 30.4% 33.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 101 95 96 59 65 65 46.7% 41.9% 47.1% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 13% 13% 13% 62 64 57 53.9% 52.9% 56.3% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.03 1.15 1.26 62 64 56 54.3% 52.9% 55.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 108.0 113.0 120.0 242.9 278.6 249.7 256.9 64 60 4.0% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 66606 60852 70132 82050 94896 92002 92842 64 63 2.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.6 1.9 1.8 3.0 3.0 2.8 2.8 52 46 2.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 41693 44003 54195 57164 62577 58150 51807 60 63 0.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 26.9% 21.3% 14.7% 30.9% 32.6% 26.1% 27.4% 54 45 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 73.9% 56.0% 36.9% 39.3% 37.0% 31.9% 33.0% 32 45 -2.5% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 7.0% 7.9% 5.6% 8.0% 6.8% 7.2% 7.6% 36 39 -0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 82.7% 89.1% 80.5% 74.7% 77.7% 75.5% 36 39 -0.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 57 56 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 626 198 151 148 139 201 207 165 31% 
    Residential Renovations 552 178 197 167 169 151 152 159 -13% 
    Non Residential 469 189 152 101 87 78 100 134 -8% 
    Engineering 733 240 236 264 263 333 324 310 27% 
    Total 2,380 805 737 680 658 764 783 769 12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,468 1,379 1,055 1,028 967 1,400 1,436 1,142 30% 
    Residential Renovations 1,294 1,240 1,375 1,162 1,176 1,047 1,053 1,103 -14% 
    Non Residential 1,099 1,314 1,062 707 602 544 691 929 -9% 
    Engineering 1,717 1,670 1,646 1,841 1,831 2,317 2,247 2,148 26% 
    Total 5,578 5,604 5,139 4,738 4,576 5,308 5,427 5,322 11% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 56 61 62 64 64 57 55 57  
    Residential Renovations 24 32 21 18 21 30 32 46  
    Non Residential 39 39 37 54 62 66 61 44  
    Engineering 45 55 59 52 47 32 31 35  
    Total 54 62 62 64 66 56 58 59  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 100.21 17043.0 60 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 11.06 1584.2 52 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 12.92 689.2 23 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.239 0.133 22 
Rates per Population 694.60 706.4 37 
General Purpose Grants per Population 76.65 65.7 29 
Roads Grants per Population 89.59 28.6 12 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 52,920 55,800 62,889 65,166 64,710 57 58 55 57 58 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 90,993 94,461 105,437 105,864 106,647 59 59 58 60 62 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,645 3,450 3,822 3,976 3,461 61 60 61 63 64 
POW Emp 52,670 55,292 62,176 64,271 61,105 58 59 57 57 57 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 89,944 92,935 103,611 103,715 99,834 60 59 59 59 60 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,655 3,393 3,753 3,899 3,238 62 61 59 61 63 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.1 32.6 32.2 31.2 31.7 61 57 53 60 41 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.1 36.5 36.3 37.6 32.5 61 39 59 66 65 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.8 32.3 32.0 31.0 31.4 53 46 50 54 41 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.5 36.5 36.2 37.6 32.4 53 35 54 65 65 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 4,078 4,354 4,406 3,607 3,573 4,065 4,345 4,397 3,591 3,684 
B Mining 327 325 401 517 520 317 291 343 362 353 
C Manufacturing 7,146 6,693 7,500 6,551 5,794 6,856 6,559 7,491 6,689 5,986 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 284 484 714 952 940 397 491 711 927 986 
E Construction 3,074 3,099 4,659 6,088 6,145 3,016 3,052 4,588 5,992 6,046 
F Wholesale Trade 2,618 2,693 3,022 2,580 2,558 2,613 2,774 2,998 2,607 2,455 
G Retail Trade 6,339 7,012 7,493 7,400 7,473 6,148 6,900 7,416 7,276 6,867 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,943 4,353 4,132 4,850 4,954 3,894 4,326 4,097 4,818 4,870 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,516 2,955 3,088 2,982 2,963 2,343 2,780 2,946 2,868 2,753 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,416 915 1,028 827 826 1,442 915 1,010 827 774 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,357 1,461 2,102 1,896 1,898 1,607 1,618 2,072 1,861 1,700 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 621 727 926 884 882 633 761 936 882 820 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,989 2,095 2,413 2,585 2,591 1,986 2,091 2,365 2,504 2,255 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,139 1,673 1,646 1,817 1,832 1,151 1,635 1,630 1,778 1,677 
O Public Administration & Safety 2,287 2,464 3,764 4,316 4,307 2,271 2,409 3,638 4,172 3,750 
P Education & Training 4,171 4,817 5,423 6,150 6,195 4,302 4,769 5,405 6,016 5,379 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 6,246 6,614 7,061 7,654 7,740 6,289 6,525 7,051 7,612 7,321 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,094 901 876 912 923 1,086 898 858 900 837 
S Other Services 2,277 2,163 2,234 2,598 2,597 2,254 2,154 2,226 2,591 2,591 
Z TOTAL 52,920 55,800 62,889 65,166 64,710 52,670 55,292 62,176 64,271 61,105 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,359 3,240 3,474 3,764 3,754 3,250 3,181 3,412 3,709 3,429 
Z2 Hi Income 4,264 4,735 5,951 6,018 6,031 4,535 4,841 5,811 5,759 5,273 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 11,511 12,332 13,360 14,716 14,858 11,676 12,192 13,315 14,528 13,537 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.5 0.3 2.1 0.1 -0.4 -1.6 -1.9 -2.2 0.1 -2.0 -4.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 0.7 1.2 0.0 0.1 -0.1 -0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.8 -1.3 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 0.3 3.0 -0.1 -0.4 -1.5 -1.9 -1.7 -0.4 -1.9 -4.9 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,624 3,662 3,773 3,872 4,070 4,186 4,216 4,329 4,328 4,267 4,304 4,386 4,508 2.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 26,324 26,425 27,088 27,625 28,827 29,422 29,458 30,137 30,164 29,717 29,937 30,491 31,247 1.4% 
  - Per Cap Rank 47 53 53 55 55 50 52 50 51 56 54 54 47 0 
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North West Tasmania comprises the urban strip along the Cradle Coast 
(Devonport to Ulverstone, Burnie and Wynyard, with Stanley and 
Smithton beyond) plus the hinterland of this strip including the West 
Coast. The coastal North West is dairy farming country while further 
inland plantation forestry is in conflict with the conservation of native 
forest and so with the tourist industry. The West Coast has a history of 
more than a century of mining but tourism now overshadows mining as 
its economic base. Extensive forestry plantations were originally started 
to support a paper industry, but the two industries have become 
disconnected and much of the product of the plantations is exported as 
woodchips. 

 

Major centres: 

Burnie, Devonport 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 114 114 114 114 114 114 -0.2% 0.1% -0.1% -0.1% -0.1% -0.1% -0.1% 
No. Households 44 44 45 45 45 45 0.5% 0.6% 0.7% 0.6% 0.5% 0.6% 0.6% 
NIEIR Workforce 58 58 58 60 59 58 0.3% 0.5% 2.1% -0.4% -1.7% 1.0% -1.1% 
NIEIR Employment 50 50 50 51 51 51 -1.1% -0.2% 3.1% 0.6% -0.2% 0.6% 0.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.7 8.4 8.8 8.5 8.0 7.1 9.7% 4.8% -3.7% -6.3% -11.4% 3.5% -8.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 13.3% 14.5% 15.1% 14.3% 13.4% 12.1% 1.2 0.6 -0.9 -0.8 -1.3 0.3 -1.1 
Headline U/E Rate 7.2% 8.8% 8.8% 7.9% 7.0% 5.6% 1.6 0.0 -0.9 -0.9 -1.4 0.2 -1.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 14.6% 15.1% 16.2% 16.7% 16.4% 16.3% 0.5 1.1 0.5 -0.4 -0.1 0.7 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 18.8% 19.2% 20.6% 20.8% 20.7% 20.9% 0.5 1.4 0.2 -0.1 0.2 0.7 0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.1 22.0 22.1 22.7 22.8 23.1 -0.1 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 30.4% 30.5% 30.3% 27.7% 26.9% 26.2% 0.1 -0.2 -2.6 -0.8 -0.7 -0.9 -0.8 
Not In Employment (1) 41.8% 42.0% 41.8% 40.3% 40.1% 39.3% 0.2 -0.2 -1.5 -0.2 -0.8 -0.5 -0.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,342 2,249 2,253 2,282 2,345 2,314 20,525 19,748 19,773 20,049 20,616 20,358 -0.9% 0.7% 
Taxes Paid 573 600 585 614 634 652 5,025 5,267 5,138 5,392 5,578 5,736 2.3% 3.1% 
Benefits 874 906 991 1,024 1,011 961 7,654 7,959 8,695 8,997 8,888 8,458 5.4% -3.1% 
Business Income 628 613 608 717 735 808 5,502 5,386 5,341 6,301 6,461 7,110 4.5% 6.1% 
Interest Paid 277 241 212 202 211 211 2,426 2,117 1,863 1,778 1,853 1,861 -9.9% 2.2% 
Property Income 546 566 531 544 569 594 4,780 4,972 4,659 4,777 5,006 5,228 -0.1% 4.5% 
Disposable Income 4,348 4,283 4,385 4,566 4,626 4,644 38,098 37,612 38,489 40,121 40,672 40,867 1.6% 0.9% 
    Rank 65 65 65 65 65 65 58 57 55 53 50 49   
Resident GRP (Local) 4,046 3,919 3,931 3,899 3,824 3,775 56,088 54,836 55,253 55,135 54,376 54,324 -1.2% -1.6% 
    Rank 66 66 66 66 66 66 67 66 65 65 65 64   
Industry GRP (Local) 4,016 3,872 3,902 3,877 3,788 3,695 80,407 78,860 79,247 76,261 74,575 74,160 -1.2% -2.4% 
    Rank 65 65 65 65 65 65 67 66 66 67 67 67   
Headline GRP 5,209 5,132 5,206 5,280 5,263 5,301 104,293 104,506 105,748 103,862 103,629 106,398 0.5% 0.2% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 8.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 5.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 9.0% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 25.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 72.8% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 20.7 6 
2016 21.9 7 
2015 22.4 7 
2014 22.6 7 
2013 21.2 7 
2012 20.1 9 
2011 19.1 10 
2010 19.4 11 
2009 21.4 15 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.5% 27.0% 26.0% 24.6% 
   Age 20-29 10.8% 10.5% 10.6% 10.8% 
   Age 30-54 35.5% 34.2% 32.3% 29.6% 
   Age 55+   25.2% 28.3% 31.1% 35.1% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -145 -51 -354 
   Age 20-29  7 93 27 
   Age 30-54  -57 -206 -648 
   Age 55+    854 824 879 
Average Annual Growth  0.6% 0.6% -0.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 12.2 8,419.9 64 
    Hi Tech 1.3 979.0 58 
    Info. Tech 0.5 402.1 52 
    Engineering 1.3 813.0 64 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 10.7 34.4 64 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.1 4.0 47 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.5 1.6 42 
    Engineering p.a. 1.1 3.3 63 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 12 12 12 13 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 
   Rank 66 66 66 66 66 64 65 65 64 64 63 
Rainfall (mm) 890 1,060 1,077 1,308 1,390 1,223 1,042 1,456 1,015 1,099 1,549 
   Rank 17 15 14 5 13 19 13 2 19 11 2 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 109 109 108 108 108 108 109 109 110 111 112 113 114 114 114 114 114 114 114 114 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 421 389 433 56 67 57 28.0% 23.3% 22.2% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 322 300 319 60 60 62 34.1% 25.2% 19.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 216 211 251 66 66 53 26.8% 24.8% 32.6% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 117 123 136 67 67 65 29.9% 30.0% 33.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 102 98 102 57 63 61 47.4% 43.3% 50.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 12% 12% 12% 63 65 61 53.0% 50.9% 52.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.01 1.11 1.19 63 65 62 53.3% 51.0% 51.8% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 104.9 116.3 123.7 207.2 252.0 232.3 235.6 61 64 3.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 66265 62717 73415 86734 98288 96304 99970 59 59 2.3% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.6 1.9 1.8 2.5 2.6 2.5 2.4 48 56 1.1% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 38517 40589 37761 51888 57087 54260 48578 65 64 0.9% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 28.0% 23.8% 21.5% 28.9% 32.8% 26.4% 27.5% 43 44 0.7% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 83.2% 63.3% 56.7% 42.5% 42.2% 33.9% 36.9% 21 31 -2.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 5.1% 6.7% 6.4% 7.6% 6.1% 6.2% 6.4% 44 50 -0.2% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 84.1% 98.9% 87.9% 90.6% 75.6% 87.6% 33 19 0.2% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 60 59 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 495 159 108 115 106 148 144 113 23% 
    Residential Renovations 425 138 152 129 130 116 117 123 -14% 
    Non Residential 336 130 100 121 121 74 72 123 -21% 
    Engineering 766 254 276 313 336 326 286 259 -6% 
    Total 2,023 681 636 679 694 664 619 618 -5% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,460 1,391 950 1,009 931 1,302 1,265 996 23% 
    Residential Renovations 1,254 1,206 1,332 1,135 1,145 1,020 1,029 1,080 -13% 
    Non Residential 990 1,142 877 1,064 1,060 654 630 1,081 -21% 
    Engineering 2,257 2,228 2,415 2,752 2,951 2,860 2,519 2,280 -6% 
    Total 5,961 5,966 5,575 5,960 6,088 5,837 5,443 5,437 -5% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 55 60 66 65 66 63 60 62  
    Residential Renovations 27 35 24 22 24 36 36 50  
    Non Residential 45 50 51 32 36 61 66 35  
    Engineering 35 43 42 38 31 27 27 31  
    Total 45 59 55 47 40 45 56 55  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 82.17 17043.0 64 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 10.90 1584.2 54 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 10.60 689.2 26 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.262 0.133 14 
Rates per Population 722.36 706.4 33 
General Purpose Grants per Population 95.79 65.7 26 
Roads Grants per Population 93.17 28.6 10 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 44,919 42,417 47,664 50,070 50,949 62 63 64 65 65 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 77,331 72,012 80,923 83,463 83,662 62 63 65 65 66 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,281 1,967 3,016 3,128 2,705 65 67 66 66 66 
POW Emp 45,291 42,758 47,544 49,945 49,824 62 63 64 65 65 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 76,836 71,414 79,940 82,533 81,066 64 65 65 65 65 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,260 1,961 2,986 3,098 2,625 66 67 65 65 65 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.1 32.6 32.7 32.1 31.6 60 55 47 49 42 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.5 27.3 37.3 37.5 32.3 57 67 50 67 66 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.6 32.1 32.3 31.8 31.3 59 49 48 47 45 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 29.4 27.5 37.3 37.5 32.4 56 67 41 66 66 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 4,488 4,257 4,076 3,593 3,758 4,444 4,213 4,081 3,615 3,679 
B Mining 1,386 1,154 1,336 1,928 1,928 1,258 1,110 1,344 2,071 1,596 
C Manufacturing 6,488 5,818 7,344 6,333 5,778 6,623 5,934 7,258 6,306 6,210 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 343 340 484 615 625 319 343 483 596 756 
E Construction 2,712 2,135 3,231 4,316 4,238 2,621 2,111 3,204 4,240 4,159 
F Wholesale Trade 1,930 1,850 1,910 2,010 2,068 1,991 1,858 1,909 1,959 2,138 
G Retail Trade 5,297 5,173 5,535 5,591 5,844 5,204 5,120 5,505 5,590 5,778 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,431 3,378 3,011 3,362 3,524 3,513 3,449 3,026 3,406 3,402 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,440 2,456 2,932 2,698 2,779 2,608 2,615 3,075 2,823 2,869 
J Information Media & Telecoms 549 516 471 397 411 556 519 465 395 386 
K Financial & Insurance Services 890 642 696 738 766 877 619 667 730 716 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 639 513 559 578 596 622 503 535 569 574 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,229 1,235 1,382 1,559 1,621 1,286 1,276 1,391 1,536 1,510 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,023 1,404 1,610 1,603 1,660 1,251 1,546 1,605 1,573 1,559 
O Public Administration & Safety 1,919 1,869 2,812 2,982 3,068 1,920 1,835 2,707 2,848 2,820 
P Education & Training 3,380 3,221 3,575 4,109 4,282 3,357 3,212 3,572 4,087 4,077 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,551 4,363 4,623 5,215 5,477 4,585 4,396 4,662 5,170 5,060 
R Arts & Recreation Services 370 391 367 382 397 374 393 362 379 415 
S Other Services 1,854 1,701 1,711 2,061 2,129 1,882 1,708 1,692 2,051 2,120 
Z TOTAL 44,919 42,417 47,664 50,070 50,949 45,291 42,758 47,544 49,945 49,824 
Z1 Hi Tech 2,307 2,234 3,141 3,313 3,400 2,633 2,500 3,142 3,276 3,340 
Z2 Hi Income 3,992 3,768 4,486 5,288 5,408 4,088 3,793 4,466 5,374 4,828 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 8,300 7,975 8,565 9,706 10,156 8,316 8,001 8,596 9,636 9,552 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.7 3.8 5.5 0.1 -0.6 -1.5 -1.9 -2.2 0.1 -5.3 -7.5 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.1 0.9 1.4 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 -0.7 -1.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 4.3 6.9 -0.1 -0.5 -1.3 -1.7 -1.7 -0.3 -5.6 -8.6 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 2,835 2,842 2,964 3,040 3,166 3,240 3,225 3,255 3,220 3,226 3,292 3,342 3,449 1.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,965 25,979 26,923 27,431 28,252 28,598 28,316 28,534 28,217 28,335 28,896 29,367 30,323 1.3% 
  - Per Cap Rank 51 56 55 57 61 58 61 61 62 62 61 60 58 0 
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As the smallest of the capitals (though growing faster than the rest), 
Darwin comprises a single region which includes the CBD, all the suburbs 
and virtually all of the commuter and hobby farm belt. Darwin’s economic 
base includes the provision of urban functions for the Top End and 
government functions for the whole of the NT. Tourism is important, and 
defence very important. Darwin is also the service port for offshore oil and 
gas fields and is gaining gas-processing industries. 

 

Major centres: 

Darwin, Palmerston 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 133 138 140 143 144 147 3.8% 1.6% 2.1% 0.8% 2.4% 2.5% 1.6% 
No. Households 43 44 45 46 47 48 2.0% 2.0% 1.9% 1.9% 1.9% 2.0% 1.9% 
NIEIR Workforce 81 84 88 88 90 94 3.2% 4.9% 0.6% 2.4% 4.0% 2.9% 3.2% 
NIEIR Employment 77 80 84 85 87 90 3.6% 5.4% 0.7% 2.5% 3.8% 3.2% 3.1% 
NIEIR Unemployment 3.9 3.8 3.5 3.4 3.5 3.8 -4.1% -6.8% -1.8% 0.6% 10.4% -4.3% 5.4% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 4.9% 4.5% 4.0% 3.9% 3.8% 4.1% -0.3 -0.5 -0.1 -0.1 0.2 -0.3 0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 3.1% 3.2% 3.1% 3.2% 3.3% 4.0% 0.1 -0.1 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.0 0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 6.9% 6.4% 6.2% 6.0% 5.7% 5.5% -0.6 -0.2 -0.2 -0.3 -0.2 -0.3 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 9.2% 8.7% 8.6% 8.8% 9.0% 8.7% -0.5 -0.1 0.2 0.1 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 
Hours Per Week (1) 29.0 29.1 29.7 29.2 29.4 29.6 0.0 0.6 -0.5 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 20.3% 20.3% 16.8% 17.6% 15.7% 13.6% 0.0 -3.5 0.8 -2.0 -2.1 -0.9 -2.0 
Not In Employment (1) 23.6% 23.5% 22.0% 23.2% 22.6% 22.2% 0.0 -1.6 1.3 -0.6 -0.4 -0.1 -0.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 5,346 5,630 6,217 6,528 6,784 6,858 40,332 40,917 44,495 45,742 47,172 46,571 6.9% 2.5% 
Taxes Paid 1,125 1,261 1,402 1,596 1,679 1,723 8,486 9,162 10,031 11,184 11,677 11,702 12.4% 3.9% 
Benefits 371 317 282 286 287 303 2,796 2,304 2,016 2,004 1,999 2,059 -8.3% 3.0% 
Business Income 676 518 326 246 258 276 5,097 3,764 2,336 1,722 1,792 1,876 -28.6% 6.0% 
Interest Paid 613 542 426 413 466 463 4,627 3,936 3,046 2,895 3,242 3,146 -12.3% 5.9% 
Property Income 1,356 1,311 1,319 1,404 1,418 1,419 10,230 9,526 9,441 9,840 9,858 9,634 1.2% 0.5% 
Disposable Income 8,074 8,148 8,552 8,847 9,024 9,012 60,914 59,219 61,202 61,999 62,745 61,196 3.1% 0.9% 
    Rank 50 49 49 47 47 50 5 6 6 6 5 5   
Resident GRP (Local) 9,676 9,909 10,289 9,907 9,686 9,590 100,062 98,886 101,627 96,223 93,998 91,887 0.8% -1.6% 
    Rank 47 45 43 43 43 43 8 8 7 9 8 8   
Industry GRP (Local) 9,037 10,199 10,509 10,184 10,088 9,882 120,982 129,167 126,031 121,267 116,387 109,010 4.1% -1.5% 
    Rank 47 40 40 41 40 40 9 5 7 9 9 11   
Headline GRP 10,504 12,362 12,915 13,139 13,722 13,436 140,619 156,554 154,887 156,464 158,312 148,205 7.7% 1.1% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 4.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 2.1% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 9.0% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 47.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 3.4 64 
2016 3.2 65 
2015 3.2 65 
2014 3.3 65 
2013 3.9 64 
2012 4.6 63 
2011 5.2 62 
2010 4.2 66 
2009 5.0 66 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 29.9% 28.8% 26.7% 26.4% 
   Age 20-29 16.8% 16.3% 17.7% 15.8% 
   Age 30-54 41.3% 39.4% 38.3% 38.1% 
   Age 55+   12.1% 15.5% 17.3% 19.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  225 303 715 
   Age 20-29  180 838 -33 
   Age 30-54  243 899 1,060 
   Age 55+    1,000 950 1,198 
Average Annual Growth  1.5% 2.4% 2.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 16.2 8,419.9 61 
    Hi Tech 1.6 979.0 54 
    Info. Tech 0.4 402.1 57 
    Engineering 2.3 813.0 58 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 11.0 34.4 62 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.1 4.0 50 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.3 1.6 51 
    Engineering p.a. 1.6 3.3 56 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 27 27 27 27 27 26 27 26 26 27 27 
   Rank 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Rainfall (mm) 1,329 1,469 1,108 1,426 1,933 1,364 1,140 1,330 950 1,194 1,575 
   Rank 4 7 11 3 7 11 10 3 21 5 1 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 104 105 107 109 109 109 110 112 114 118 122 126 128 129 133 138 140 143 144 147 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 663 701 615 20 17 34 44.2% 42.0% 31.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 641 632 548 15 15 32 67.9% 53.1% 32.9% 
    Value of Financial Assets 282 333 368 34 27 18 35.0% 39.1% 47.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 260 263 302 8 13 10 66.4% 64.4% 73.5% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 178 189 187 3 4 4 82.4% 83.3% 91.3% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 15% 13% 14% 52 59 49 65.4% 54.9% 61.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.25 1.23 1.41 52 59 48 65.9% 56.5% 61.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 178.1 250.4 248.6 387.4 563.2 560.4 523.7 14 22 3.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 83447 88153 118566 140702 173758 166725 162924 11 5 3.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.2 2.8 2.1 2.8 3.3 3.4 3.3 22 42 0.7% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 52799 56162 73622 82733 95088 108422 93443 38 13 2.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 35.5% 37.2% 24.1% 37.0% 46.3% 34.7% 33.7% 14 33 -0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 97.9% 72.1% 46.1% 45.5% 47.4% 34.0% 37.7% 10 29 -3.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 21.7% 21.5% 20.7% 21.3% 21.3% 23.3% 25.2% 8 11 0.8% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 34.0% 40.9% 37.4% 44.3% 37.0% 51.2% 60 51 2.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.3 8 3 0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 1,626 521 403 439 752 678 568 342 0% 
    Residential Renovations 251 399 268 110 97 109 126 173 -14% 
    Non Residential 1,067 285 534 927 927 553 554 564 -30% 
    Engineering 2,622 559 1,074 3,348 3,397 4,774 3,791 3,225 51% 
    Total 5,567 1,764 2,279 4,824 5,173 6,113 5,039 4,304 26% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 4,319 4,030 3,039 3,187 5,379 4,749 3,948 2,325 -5% 
    Residential Renovations 667 3,084 2,021 803 697 766 876 1,176 -20% 
    Non Residential 2,843 2,203 4,028 6,737 6,637 3,873 3,852 3,827 -34% 
    Engineering 6,970 4,319 8,103 24,336 24,309 33,451 26,360 21,897 44% 
    Total 14,799 13,637 17,190 35,063 37,021 42,839 35,036 29,225 20% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 5 4 7 10 3 2 9 27  
    Residential Renovations 62 1 2 60 65 64 56 36  
    Non Residential 6 13 4 3 4 5 4 3  
    Engineering 12 18 15 3 2 2 2 2  
    Total 9 11 10 3 3 2 3 3  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 80.95 17043.0 65 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 2.73 1584.2 66 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 5.09 689.2 52 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.097 0.133 40 
Rates per Population 562.86 706.4 55 
General Purpose Grants per Population 18.97 65.7 66 
Roads Grants per Population 35.37 28.6 33 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 51,120 61,202 64,838 77,764 90,568 59 54 53 51 49 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 93,457 109,720 122,393 145,239 160,120 58 53 53 51 49 
UR Income ($m cvm) 3,027 4,220 5,251 6,824 6,486 59 57 49 50 51 
POW Emp 50,820 60,107 62,726 74,700 90,655 59 55 55 52 49 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 91,710 106,139 116,899 137,080 156,964 59 52 54 52 49 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,943 4,021 4,903 6,185 6,778 59 58 51 49 43 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 35.2 34.5 36.3 35.9 34.0 13 6 2 5 18 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.4 38.5 42.9 47.0 40.5 38 31 18 21 34 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 34.0 35.8 35.3 33.3 20 17 3 6 21 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.1 37.9 41.9 45.1 43.2 38 32 19 23 23 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 828 1,131 846 637 830 758 1,008 785 641 892 
B Mining 917 784 1,038 1,603 2,021 538 415 469 569 1,099 
C Manufacturing 2,396 2,852 3,124 3,146 425 2,294 2,636 2,877 2,880 1,641 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 403 728 468 1,055 1,254 350 628 431 1,007 1,295 
E Construction 4,389 3,383 5,491 7,738 9,252 4,016 3,070 4,893 7,163 8,585 
F Wholesale Trade 2,160 2,308 2,094 1,918 2,286 1,998 2,112 1,891 1,573 1,762 
G Retail Trade 4,930 6,684 5,975 5,957 7,268 5,034 6,751 6,006 5,985 8,040 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,866 4,749 3,721 4,608 5,689 4,043 4,891 3,787 4,546 5,861 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 2,378 3,274 3,573 4,235 5,134 2,324 3,007 3,216 3,523 4,238 
J Information Media & Telecoms 1,201 1,267 1,092 948 1,135 1,208 1,264 1,098 971 1,162 
K Financial & Insurance Services 1,242 1,313 1,309 1,327 1,566 1,252 1,315 1,311 1,326 1,558 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 991 1,179 1,230 1,491 1,785 981 1,155 1,214 1,400 1,673 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 2,924 3,839 3,611 4,655 5,553 2,949 3,843 3,603 4,621 5,500 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,466 2,190 1,994 2,466 3,021 1,466 2,195 1,994 2,443 2,986 
O Public Administration & Safety 9,012 11,304 14,584 17,658 21,071 9,204 11,245 14,326 17,477 20,825 
P Education & Training 4,210 5,405 5,532 6,353 7,737 4,341 5,512 5,594 6,541 8,819 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 4,491 5,117 5,227 7,232 8,784 4,703 5,264 5,322 7,420 9,034 
R Arts & Recreation Services 1,329 1,348 1,393 1,609 1,946 1,343 1,444 1,407 1,608 2,028 
S Other Services 1,985 2,347 2,535 3,127 3,812 2,018 2,353 2,502 3,005 3,655 
Z TOTAL 51,120 61,202 64,838 77,764 90,568 50,820 60,107 62,726 74,700 90,655 
Z1 Hi Tech 3,815 4,878 4,870 6,376 5,740 3,773 4,807 4,779 6,112 6,314 
Z2 Hi Income 5,893 7,052 7,175 8,977 10,837 5,553 6,693 6,605 7,898 9,838 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 10,030 11,870 12,153 15,194 18,467 10,386 12,221 12,322 15,569 19,881 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.2 -0.6 2.0 0.1 0.2 -1.2 -0.9 -2.2 0.0 -0.6 -2.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.7 0.9 0.0 -0.1 0.9 0.8 0.0 0.1 0.2 -0.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 0.3 3.0 -0.1 0.0 -0.3 -0.2 -1.7 0.0 -0.6 -3.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 3,606 3,878 4,054 4,401 5,126 5,467 5,556 5,624 5,763 5,887 5,919 5,887 6,087 4.7% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 32,806 34,589 35,498 37,425 42,069 43,429 43,338 43,479 43,481 42,788 42,358 41,254 42,324 2.1% 
  - Per Cap Rank 15 15 14 11 6 3 2 3 4 4 5 6 6 0 
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Outside Darwin, the Northern Territory comprises conservation reserves 
and low-productivity pastoral country. Production statistics are 
dominated by offshore oil and gas and onshore minerals but these do not 
yield much in employment or local income. In the two main towns, 
Katherine and Alice Springs, defence and tourism are important parts of 
the economic base. Outside the towns and mining settlements the people 
are predominantly Aboriginal and mostly live in communities which, due 
to lack of economic base, are heavily dependent on social security – 
though there is some employment in mining, public works and 
conservation. N.B Unemployment figures in remote regions can display 
excess variation. 

 

Major centres: 

Alice Springs, Katherine 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 103 105 104 102 101 102 1.6% -1.3% -1.6% -0.6% 0.1% -0.4% -0.2% 
No. Households 23 24 24 23 23 24 1.3% 0.3% -1.3% 0.6% 0.5% 0.1% 0.5% 
NIEIR Workforce 53 55 56 54 53 55 3.9% 2.2% -4.3% -1.0% 3.6% 0.5% 1.3% 
NIEIR Employment 46 47 48 46 46 49 2.9% 1.5% -2.7% -0.5% 5.0% 0.5% 2.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 7.0 7.7 8.3 7.2 6.9 6.5 10.4% 6.9% -13.3% -3.7% -6.1% 0.8% -4.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 13.3% 14.1% 14.8% 13.4% 13.0% 11.8% 0.8 0.6 -1.4 -0.4 -1.2 0.0 -0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 4.8% 6.2% 7.2% 5.7% 5.6% 5.0% 1.4 1.0 -1.5 -0.1 -0.6 0.3 -0.4 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 17.9% 17.7% 19.4% 19.9% 19.2% 18.9% -0.2 1.7 0.5 -0.7 -0.3 0.7 -0.5 
Social Security Take-up 23.5% 23.5% 25.5% 26.0% 26.5% 26.1% -0.1 2.0 0.5 0.5 -0.4 0.8 0.0 
Hours Per Week (1) 22.2 21.9 22.8 23.3 23.8 24.4 -0.3 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 36.5% 35.8% 34.0% 34.5% 34.4% 30.9% -0.6 -1.9 0.5 -0.1 -3.5 -0.7 -1.8 
Not In Employment (1) 41.6% 42.4% 40.0% 38.6% 37.3% 35.7% 0.8 -2.4 -1.4 -1.4 -1.5 -1.0 -1.4 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 2,806 2,842 2,930 2,858 2,926 3,165 27,158 27,071 28,270 28,029 28,859 31,174 0.6% 5.2% 
Taxes Paid 541 574 591 628 643 691 5,232 5,470 5,704 6,160 6,340 6,810 5.1% 4.9% 
Benefits 207 177 145 157 230 300 1,999 1,682 1,403 1,540 2,266 2,959 -8.7% 38.3% 
Business Income 320 236 209 231 251 300 3,101 2,250 2,018 2,262 2,474 2,952 -10.4% 14.0% 
Interest Paid 197 164 202 187 143 142 1,909 1,567 1,951 1,835 1,411 1,401 -1.7% -12.8% 
Property Income 490 465 481 462 471 498 4,740 4,425 4,643 4,531 4,646 4,909 -1.9% 3.9% 
Disposable Income 3,997 3,889 3,960 3,906 4,105 4,556 38,678 37,045 38,212 38,309 40,489 44,877 -0.8% 8.0% 
    Rank 66 67 67 67 67 66 54 60 57 59 53 35   
Resident GRP (Local) 4,244 4,167 4,433 4,345 4,051 4,019 58,942 56,789 61,279 61,295 57,506 57,221 0.8% -3.8% 
    Rank 65 65 65 65 65 65 63 64 59 57 61 59   
Industry GRP (Local) 4,986 5,480 5,702 6,565 5,217 5,136 95,858 102,129 105,555 124,722 99,694 94,467 9.6% -11.6% 
    Rank 62 59 59 56 59 60 35 22 18 8 26 34   
Headline GRP 7,981 9,011 9,046 9,223 9,196 8,619 153,430 167,937 167,454 175,214 175,721 158,538 4.9% -3.3% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 18.1% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 0.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 17.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 21.3% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 47.1% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 6.6 60 
2016 5.6 62 
2015 4.0 63 
2014 3.7 63 
2013 4.5 62 
2012 5.2 62 
2011 4.9 63 
2010 7.3 62 
2009 9.3 58 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 36.6% 34.9% 33.0% 31.3% 
   Age 20-29 17.4% 17.3% 18.0% 15.9% 
   Age 30-54 36.4% 36.4% 35.6% 36.4% 
   Age 55+   9.6% 11.4% 13.4% 16.4% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -96 105 -464 
   Age 20-29  96 391 -482 
   Age 30-54  229 369 23 
   Age 55+    422 574 561 
Average Annual Growth  0.7% 1.5% -0.4% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 5.3 8,419.9 65 
    Hi Tech 1.1 979.0 60 
    Info. Tech 0.3 402.1 61 
    Engineering 0.6 813.0 65 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 5.2 34.4 66 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.1 4.0 49 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.2 1.6 56 
    Engineering p.a. 0.6 3.3 64 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 26 26 26 26 25 22 22 23 23 24 25 
   Rank 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 6 5 5 4 
Rainfall (mm) 687 786 715 763 1,111 713 543 831 617 827 1,176 
   Rank 27 28 28 24 20 46 40 10 34 28 5 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 89 91 92 93 93 93 93 94 95 96 98 100 102 102 103 105 104 102 101 102 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 457 565 435 55 34 56 30.5% 33.8% 22.3% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 424 520 369 43 43 58 44.9% 43.7% 22.2% 
    Value of Financial Assets 190 207 194 67 67 67 23.6% 24.3% 25.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 157 163 128 54 56 66 40.0% 39.9% 31.1% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 176 148 148 4 13 10 81.9% 65.2% 72.5% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 10% 12% 8% 67 66 67 42.3% 48.6% 35.8% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 0.81 0.99 0.79 67 66 67 42.5% 45.5% 34.5% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 173.4 214.0 214.4 220.9 341.5 482.8 349.1 19 41 2.4% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 105044 112630 145960 165243 167004 146074 186593 1 3 2.5% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 1.8 2.1 1.7 1.4 2.1 3.7 2.0 42 62 -0.3% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 50778 52566 66436 78992 78898 84882 78607 45 35 2.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 37.1% 36.9% 25.4% 23.2% 35.1% 32.1% 28.2% 15 42 -1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 89.8% 70.6% 43.5% 38.2% 50.1% 41.6% 40.8% 15 24 -2.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 18.3% 14.0% 10.9% 10.4% 13.4% 14.2% 14.2% 19 20 0.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 83.9% 86.8% 83.1% 57.1% 59.9% 77.3% 35 37 -0.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.9 2.9 2.9 3.0 3.1 3.1 3.1 1 1 0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 315 115 105 56 96 75 95 114 11% 
    Residential Renovations 153 234 156 63 54 61 69 94 -19% 
    Non Residential 454 198 222 187 196 176 182 206 -7% 
    Engineering 2,789 416 845 2,556 2,509 3,316 2,484 2,168 35% 
    Total 3,712 963 1,328 2,862 2,856 3,628 2,830 2,583 28% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,050 1,124 1,018 530 923 740 940 1,123 13% 
    Residential Renovations 511 2,298 1,511 604 525 594 679 923 -17% 
    Non Residential 1,513 1,946 2,144 1,783 1,896 1,725 1,798 2,034 -5% 
    Engineering 9,310 4,077 8,177 24,343 24,210 32,524 24,503 21,360 38% 
    Total 12,384 9,444 12,850 27,260 27,554 35,584 27,920 25,440 31% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 64 66 63 67 67 67 67 58  
    Residential Renovations 67 4 13 67 67 67 67 63  
    Non Residential 21 16 12 13 12 14 14 7  
    Engineering 7 22 14 2 3 3 3 3  
    Total 15 22 15 7 7 4 4 4  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 39.05 17043.0 67 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 12.43 1584.2 50 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 10.40 689.2 27 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.585 0.133 3 
Rates per Population 385.22 706.4 67 
General Purpose Grants per Population 122.64 65.7 21 
Roads Grants per Population 102.61 28.6 9 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 38,434 39,198 39,985 46,150 49,192 65 64 67 66 66 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 67,255 70,496 73,239 82,745 90,271 65 64 66 66 65 
UR Income ($m cvm) 2,117 2,933 3,339 3,343 3,052 66 63 64 65 65 
POW Emp 40,588 42,728 44,161 52,019 54,363 65 65 65 64 61 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 71,261 76,547 81,134 94,127 98,799 65 64 64 63 61 
POW Income ($m cvm) 2,280 3,205 3,752 4,085 4,168 65 63 60 59 59 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.7 34.6 35.2 34.5 35.3 52 5 7 10 9 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.5 41.6 45.6 40.4 33.8 41 15 12 45 61 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.8 34.5 35.3 34.8 34.9 36 11 6 8 9 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.0 41.9 46.2 43.4 42.2 39 12 8 29 29 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 1,550 1,552 1,792 1,704 1,898 1,714 1,769 1,970 1,803 1,944 
B Mining 2,450 1,556 1,209 1,739 1,873 3,194 2,281 2,145 3,321 3,437 
C Manufacturing 1,078 1,145 1,827 1,747 161 1,394 1,563 2,184 2,328 1,375 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 343 471 256 473 515 369 561 296 531 519 
E Construction 1,737 2,769 2,427 2,878 3,140 2,321 3,315 3,308 3,820 4,382 
F Wholesale Trade 701 823 662 642 688 847 1,003 862 989 1,198 
G Retail Trade 2,941 3,183 3,191 3,347 3,697 2,902 3,192 3,236 3,401 3,066 
H Accommodation & Food Services 3,311 3,281 3,001 3,265 3,594 3,353 3,411 3,181 3,600 3,715 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 1,398 1,365 1,509 1,790 1,898 1,612 1,673 1,891 2,537 2,769 
J Information Media & Telecoms 656 435 400 433 476 659 447 411 417 451 
K Financial & Insurance Services 437 334 398 298 324 437 343 404 322 343 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 426 398 407 538 579 414 394 408 614 667 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 1,314 1,140 1,491 1,816 1,989 1,389 1,273 1,619 2,001 2,188 
N Administrative & Support Services 1,123 1,298 1,202 1,373 1,492 1,189 1,392 1,309 1,529 1,676 
O Public Administration & Safety 8,145 9,513 9,254 9,373 10,368 8,059 9,746 9,747 9,828 10,799 
P Education & Training 3,036 3,394 3,693 5,001 5,576 3,053 3,385 3,724 4,936 4,685 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 5,495 4,075 4,986 5,312 5,905 5,435 4,517 5,137 5,458 6,023 
R Arts & Recreation Services 724 804 787 1,415 1,615 701 795 781 1,417 1,520 
S Other Services 1,569 1,663 1,492 3,005 3,404 1,546 1,668 1,548 3,169 3,609 
Z TOTAL 38,434 39,198 39,985 46,150 49,192 40,588 42,728 44,161 52,019 54,363 
Z1 Hi Tech 1,588 1,357 1,768 2,283 2,030 1,717 1,559 1,983 2,698 2,451 
Z2 Hi Income 4,951 3,754 3,873 4,656 5,056 5,828 4,703 5,029 6,559 6,967 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 9,255 8,272 9,466 11,728 13,095 9,189 8,696 9,642 11,811 12,228 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 -0.7 1.6 0.1 -0.1 -3.2 -3.2 -2.2 0.1 -2.6 -4.8 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.4 0.7 0.0 -0.1 1.8 1.7 0.0 0.0 1.3 1.0 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 -0.3 2.4 -0.1 -0.1 -1.8 -1.8 -1.7 -0.1 -1.5 -4.2 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 2,087 2,319 2,404 2,447 2,548 2,475 2,402 2,427 2,489 2,561 2,627 2,663 2,763 2.2% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 22,503 24,721 25,346 25,451 25,994 24,709 23,646 23,803 24,085 24,399 25,344 26,121 27,254 1.6% 
  - Per Cap Rank 67 62 61 65 66 67 67 67 67 67 66 65 65 0 
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Canberra was founded a century ago as Australia’s federal capital. It is 
located among low hills at an altitude guaranteed to cause frosts in winter. 
The urban area extends beyond the limits of the capital territory, but it 
remains a government rather than a commercial city, with an inheritance 
of strong town planning and a monumental core known as the 
parliamentary triangle. Administration is still a major part of the economic 
base, though there has been some diversification, chiefly into knowledge 
industries. The urban area now extends to the foot of the forested water-
catchment hills which comprise the rest of the ACT. 

 

Major centres: 

Canberra 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 375 381 385 391 396 401 1.5% 1.2% 1.5% 1.3% 1.1% 1.4% 1.2% 
No. Households 139 142 146 150 153 158 2.5% 2.8% 2.4% 2.5% 3.1% 2.6% 2.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 220 223 223 222 225 229 1.6% -0.1% -0.5% 1.3% 1.7% 0.3% 1.5% 
NIEIR Employment 208 211 210 209 211 216 1.4% -0.4% -0.8% 1.2% 2.0% 0.1% 1.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 11.4 12.0 12.5 13.1 13.4 13.0 5.1% 4.2% 4.7% 2.5% -3.1% 4.7% -0.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.2% 5.4% 5.6% 5.9% 6.0% 5.7% 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 -0.3 0.2 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 3.8% 3.9% 4.0% 4.3% 4.5% 4.4% 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.2 -0.1 0.2 0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 4.7% 4.8% 5.2% 5.3% 5.1% 5.0% 0.1 0.4 0.2 -0.2 -0.1 0.2 -0.1 
Social Security Take-up 6.1% 6.3% 6.7% 6.9% 6.8% 6.7% 0.1 0.5 0.2 -0.1 -0.2 0.3 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.1 24.8 24.3 24.2 24.5 24.8 -0.3 -0.5 -0.1 0.3 0.2 -0.3 0.3 
Not Employed Share (1) 21.5% 21.0% 21.5% 22.7% 22.2% 20.6% -0.5 0.6 1.2 -0.5 -1.6 0.4 -1.0 
Not In Employment (1) 34.0% 34.6% 35.9% 36.2% 35.4% 34.8% 0.7 1.3 0.3 -0.8 -0.7 0.8 -0.7 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 19,764 20,656 19,394 18,797 19,341 19,716 52,679 54,228 50,328 48,041 48,805 49,212 -1.7% 2.4% 
Taxes Paid 3,812 3,890 3,681 3,709 3,845 3,932 10,160 10,212 9,552 9,480 9,704 9,816 -0.9% 3.0% 
Benefits 924 934 949 971 979 948 2,462 2,451 2,462 2,481 2,471 2,367 1.7% -1.2% 
Business Income 2,101 2,091 1,911 1,544 1,554 1,568 5,600 5,489 4,960 3,946 3,921 3,914 -9.8% 0.8% 
Interest Paid 1,529 1,317 1,189 1,169 1,196 1,181 4,074 3,458 3,086 2,986 3,018 2,948 -8.6% 0.5% 
Property Income 8,568 8,689 8,363 8,947 9,128 9,196 22,837 22,812 21,702 22,867 23,034 22,954 1.5% 1.4% 
Disposable Income 31,378 32,669 31,251 30,847 31,436 31,936 83,633 85,764 81,098 78,836 79,325 79,714 -0.6% 1.7% 
    Rank 5 5 5 6 6 6 1 1 1 1 1 1   
Resident GRP (Local) 36,619 37,731 35,764 34,189 33,858 33,965 138,120 141,271 133,435 126,640 124,703 125,151 -2.3% -0.3% 
    Rank 5 5 5 9 9 10 1 1 1 1 1 1   
Industry GRP (Local) 38,338 39,652 37,928 36,442 36,138 36,320 166,342 167,898 161,305 156,274 153,240 151,185 -1.7% -0.2% 
    Rank 6 6 6 6 7 7 1 1 1 1 1 1   
Headline GRP 32,444 33,290 33,578 34,003 35,065 37,276 140,768 140,961 142,803 145,814 148,689 155,162 1.6% 4.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 3.1% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 2.6% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 8.6% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 47.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 3.0 67 
2016 3.1 66 
2015 3.1 66 
2014 3.0 66 
2013 2.9 66 
2012 2.9 66 
2011 2.7 66 
2010 2.6 67 
2009 3.3 67 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.8% 26.0% 24.7% 24.6% 
   Age 20-29 16.4% 17.2% 18.0% 15.6% 
   Age 30-54 38.0% 36.5% 35.8% 35.8% 
   Age 55+   17.8% 20.3% 21.5% 24.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  -278 764 1,177 
   Age 20-29  1,162 1,690 -965 
   Age 30-54  363 1,827 1,819 
   Age 55+    2,357 2,226 3,057 
Average Annual Growth  1.1% 1.8% 1.3% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 242.5 8,419.9 11 
    Hi Tech 32.8 979.0 10 
    Info. Tech 16.3 402.1 6 
    Engineering 17.5 813.0 16 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 60.5 34.4 7 
    Hi Tech p.a. 8.2 4.0 5 
    Info. Tech p.a. 4.1 1.6 3 
    Engineering p.a. 4.4 3.3 9 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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-2,000
-1,000

0
1,000
2,000

3,000
4,000

2002-2007 2007-2012 2012-2017

0-19 20-29 30-54 55+

TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 14 14 14 14 13 12 14 14 14 14 15 
   Rank 62 63 61 62 63 65 60 59 57 59 51 
Rainfall (mm) 506 580 634 750 1,003 990 514 700 612 636 681 
   Rank 38 40 35 25 30 28 44 26 35 42 42 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 312 314 317 322 325 327 329 331 335 343 348 355 362 368 375 381 385 391 396 401 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 646 664 663 21 19 31 43.1% 39.8% 34.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 443 461 506 38 38 35 47.0% 38.8% 30.4% 
    Value of Financial Assets 402 414 388 13 11 12 49.9% 48.6% 50.4% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 199 211 231 35 34 33 50.7% 51.7% 56.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 201 214 204 2 2 1 93.1% 94.4% 100.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 11% 10% 11% 66 67 66 46.8% 41.6% 45.4% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 0.90 0.91 1.03 66 67 66 47.2% 41.7% 45.2% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 219.8 211.9 306.3 470.5 557.1 473.9 603.2 20 15 5.2% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 111949 111190 131375 163576 215233 202831 189454 3 2 2.6% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.0 1.9 2.3 2.9 2.6 2.3 3.2 51 43 2.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 68409 74310 81168 96690 116004 117633 107440 5 6 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 33.3% 23.7% 24.8% 35.2% 35.0% 24.4% 31.0% 44 37 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 52.5% 38.7% 29.2% 34.8% 27.5% 22.1% 22.3% 67 65 -2.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 10.1% 9.4% 9.6% 11.1% 12.9% 16.9% 20.6% 29 15 3.8% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 59.0% 50.8% 56.5% 31.2% 41.4% 23.2% 54 60 -4.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.0 22 55 -0.3% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 2,525 1,335 1,491 1,417 1,327 1,157 1,259 1,527 -7% 
    Residential Renovations 839 339 298 271 238 243 282 332 6% 
    Non Residential 3,919 1,382 1,325 1,025 724 763 811 842 -21% 
    Engineering 1,300 861 884 882 897 682 678 911 -15% 
    Total 8,582 3,916 3,997 3,594 3,186 2,844 3,029 3,612 -12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,367 3,627 3,973 3,720 3,444 2,958 3,177 3,813 -11% 
    Residential Renovations 787 920 795 712 617 621 711 829 2% 
    Non Residential 3,678 3,756 3,531 2,690 1,878 1,950 2,045 2,101 -25% 
    Engineering 1,221 2,339 2,355 2,315 2,329 1,742 1,710 2,273 -18% 
    Total 8,053 10,642 10,654 9,436 8,268 7,270 7,644 9,016 -16% 
Rank (value per capita)          
    Residential New Construction 28 7 4 5 8 17 17 10  
    Residential Renovations 64 61 66 66 66 66 66 66  
    Non Residential 4 4 5 8 13 11 8 6  
    Engineering 60 40 43 44 41 46 46 32  
    Total 27 18 21 25 27 33 29 18  
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 423.00 17043.0 11 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 26.03 1584.2 24 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 22.55 689.2 4 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.115 0.133 36 
Rates per Population 1067.39 706.4 6 
General Purpose Grants per Population 65.68 65.7 32 
Roads Grants per Population 56.91 28.6 20 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 157,683 174,126 195,914 207,797 215,135 18 20 21 21 22 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 268,459 291,200 330,719 350,043 349,953 19 21 21 21 22 
UR Income ($m cvm) 12,111 13,865 17,826 24,335 21,007 13 13 14 10 12 
POW Emp 173,919 191,797 216,935 230,478 240,237 15 14 14 14 16 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 295,671 319,941 366,232 386,700 393,148 15 15 14 14 15 
POW Income ($m cvm) 13,197 15,134 19,538 26,054 23,362 11 11 8 7 8 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.7 32.2 32.5 32.4 31.3 66 65 50 41 46 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 45.1 47.6 53.9 69.5 60.0 2 5 4 1 3 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 32.7 32.1 32.5 32.3 31.5 57 52 45 33 40 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 44.6 47.3 53.3 67.4 59.4 1 3 2 1 2 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 
  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 615 703 536 354 374 519 587 440 295 310 
B Mining 100 105 109 82 85 62 83 79 51 50 
C Manufacturing 4,295 5,432 5,373 4,230 1,434 4,548 5,605 5,517 4,463 3,686 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 638 1,132 1,454 1,459 1,519 883 1,220 1,573 1,648 1,896 
E Construction 7,507 8,342 11,331 12,840 13,396 8,108 9,055 12,328 13,949 14,539 
F Wholesale Trade 3,677 3,097 2,891 2,621 2,739 4,275 3,597 3,373 3,054 3,178 
G Retail Trade 15,352 17,554 15,853 15,269 16,263 16,684 19,124 17,343 16,708 17,718 
H Accommodation & Food Services 11,871 12,482 10,611 11,854 12,660 12,511 13,179 11,203 12,511 13,331 
I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 5,409 5,120 4,825 4,748 4,973 5,972 5,622 5,324 5,256 5,452 
J Information Media & Telecoms 4,595 4,747 4,379 4,063 4,260 5,247 5,399 4,986 4,602 4,805 
K Financial & Insurance Services 4,173 4,123 4,014 3,721 3,891 4,570 4,557 4,420 4,114 4,275 
L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 2,071 2,751 2,696 2,707 2,838 2,291 3,034 3,003 3,013 3,150 
M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 14,807 19,721 19,472 21,455 22,442 16,562 22,034 21,799 24,034 25,035 
N Administrative & Support Services 3,824 5,379 4,799 4,840 5,126 4,151 5,860 5,251 5,284 5,589 
O Public Administration & Safety 40,428 41,990 63,168 70,737 73,682 45,925 47,771 71,788 80,378 83,326 
P Education & Training 15,027 16,335 17,517 18,378 19,389 16,254 17,670 18,996 19,934 20,985 
Q Health Care & Social Assistance 13,242 14,918 16,697 18,076 19,132 14,338 16,207 18,265 19,758 20,884 
R Arts & Recreation Services 3,402 3,981 3,456 3,547 3,763 3,642 4,303 3,772 3,862 4,074 
S Other Services 6,650 6,214 6,732 6,818 7,169 7,376 6,890 7,474 7,565 7,953 
Z TOTAL 157,683 174,126 195,914 207,797 215,135 173,919 191,797 216,935 230,478 240,237 
Z1 Hi Tech 15,941 21,213 20,939 22,930 22,575 17,691 23,540 23,288 25,447 25,990 
Z2 Hi Income 21,120 26,868 26,321 27,676 28,970 23,443 29,899 29,324 30,885 32,187 
Z3 Infrastructure Services 31,671 35,235 37,670 40,001 42,284 34,234 38,180 41,033 43,553 45,943 

 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.3 0.5 3.2 0.1 0.7 -0.7 0.1 -2.2 0.4 -1.2 -3.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.0 -0.2 -0.3 0.0 0.1 -0.3 -0.7 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.0 0.8 3.5 -0.1 0.5 -0.8 -0.2 -1.7 0.4 -1.5 -3.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 12,077 12,323 12,904 13,449 13,723 13,758 13,985 14,339 14,451 14,858 15,243 15,438 16,323 2.5% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 36,716 37,184 38,499 39,250 39,394 38,780 38,658 38,967 38,518 39,006 39,556 39,456 41,189 1.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 8 10 6 7 8 7 6 9 12 11 10 12 10 0 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

AGGREGATED REGIONAL INDICATORS 
 
 
 

This Appendix includes: 

1. Indicator values for Australia as a whole. 

2. Indicator values for the five metropolitan regions.  The definition of each 
metropolitan area will be found in the heading; data for the smaller major 
cities (Canberra, Sunshine Coast, Gold Coast, Newcastle, Wollongong 
(Illawarra), Hobart, Geelong and Darwin) will be found in Appendix 1. 

3. Indicator values for Northern Australia as a whole. 
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Australia 

 

Major centres: 

Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 22,725 23,114 23,457 23,788 24,126 24,449 1.7% 1.5% 1.4% 1.4% 1.3% 1.5% 1.4% 
No. Households 8,193 8,303 8,438 8,602 8,784 8,963 1.3% 1.6% 1.9% 2.1% 2.0% 1.6% 2.1% 
NIEIR Workforce 12,206 12,361 12,483 12,658 12,887 13,049 1.3% 1.0% 1.4% 1.8% 1.3% 1.2% 1.5% 
NIEIR Employment 11,277 11,412 11,474 11,609 11,861 11,994 1.2% 0.5% 1.2% 2.2% 1.1% 1.0% 1.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 928.6 948.6 1009.3 1049.2 1025.4 1054.7 2.2% 6.4% 4.0% -2.3% 2.9% 4.2% 0.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.6% 7.7% 8.1% 8.3% 8.0% 8.1% 0.1 0.4 0.2 -0.3 0.1 0.2 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 5.1% 5.3% 5.7% 6.1% 6.0% 6.3% 0.2 0.4 0.4 -0.1 0.3 0.3 0.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 8.9% 9.0% 9.3% 9.4% 8.9% 8.7% 0.1 0.3 0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 11.6% 11.7% 12.0% 12.1% 11.9% 11.7% 0.1 0.3 0.0 -0.2 -0.2 0.2 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.3 24.0 23.9 23.9 24.1 24.1 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 0.2 0.1 -0.1 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.8% 25.9% 26.3% 26.2% 25.4% 24.8% 0.1 0.4 -0.1 -0.8 -0.6 0.1 -0.7 
Not In Employment (1) 36.1% 36.7% 37.0% 37.1% 36.7% 36.5% 0.6 0.2 0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.3 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 678,872 683,215 691,135 696,192 707,704 712,058 29,873 29,558 29,463 29,267 29,334 29,124 0.8% 1.1% 

Taxes Paid 168,779 173,526 175,871 187,421 193,653 197,585 7,427 7,507 7,497 7,879 8,027 8,081 3.6% 2.7% 

Benefits 130,480 132,394 138,198 139,791 140,778 137,740 5,742 5,728 5,891 5,877 5,835 5,634 2.3% -0.7% 

Business Income 125,270 121,668 124,469 135,596 143,606 151,479 5,512 5,264 5,306 5,700 5,952 6,196 2.7% 5.7% 

Interest Paid 97,802 83,667 74,812 72,916 74,545 74,232 4,304 3,620 3,189 3,065 3,090 3,036 -9.3% 0.9% 

Property Income 161,741 154,757 156,628 160,276 163,358 166,591 7,117 6,695 6,677 6,738 6,771 6,814 -0.3% 2.0% 

Disposable Income 1,041,055 1,044,832 1,077,229 1,098,112 1,115,303 1,130,712 45,811 45,203 45,923 46,163 46,229 46,247 1.8% 1.5% 

    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   

Resident GRP (Local) 1,184,435 1,181,841 1,198,512 1,201,094 1,197,286 1,195,248 77,886 76,713 76,936 76,305 75,284 74,904 0.5% -0.2% 

    Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   

Industry GRP (Local) 1,184,435 1,181,841 1,198,512 1,201,094 1,197,286 1,195,248 105,021 103,551 104,450 103,467 100,956 99,674 0.5% -0.2% 

    Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   

Headline GRP 1,460,911 1,496,744 1,535,537 1,570,760 1,611,370 1,644,499 129,535 131,143 133,822 135,311 135,871 137,138 2.4% 2.3% 

Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.5% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 14.4% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 63.3% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 12.2 n/a 
2016 12.6 n/a 
2015 12.7 n/a 
2014 12.8 n/a 
2013 12.7 n/a 
2012 12.5 n/a 
2011 12.5 n/a 
2010 12.6 n/a 
2009 14.2 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.3% 26.3% 25.3% 24.7% 
   Age 20-29 13.7% 14.0% 14.6% 14.0% 
   Age 30-54 36.5% 35.5% 34.5% 33.6% 
   Age 55+   22.5% 24.2% 25.6% 27.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  30,243 58,530 54,236 
   Age 20-29  46,904 81,204 20,209 
   Age 30-54  56,714 87,861 76,428 
   Age 55+    132,598 152,405 193,990 
Average Annual Growth  1.3% 1.8% 1.5% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 8,419.9 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 979.0 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 402.1 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 813.0 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 34.4 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 4.0 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.6 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 3.3 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 19 18 17 17 18 17 17 18 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 18605 18810 19026 19272 19493 19718 19930 20174 20449 20825 21247 21689 22029 22337 22725 23114 23457 23788 24126 24449 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 707 752 823 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 544 604 720 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 375 378 357 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 212 230 253 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 121 128 126 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 18% 17% 18% 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.48 1.55 1.72 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 196.3 213.2 291.2 421.1 491.8 495.6 565.3 1 1 4.8% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 74287 75793 85057 101118 119835 118605 115670 1 1 2.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.6 2.8 3.4 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.8 1 1 2.6% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 51375 57383 64988 73723 82187 82294 77290 1 1 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 40.6% 32.0% 30.6% 43.8% 46.2% 38.6% 42.8% 1 1 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 80.6% 58.1% 42.0% 47.9% 46.8% 37.7% 39.0% 1 1 -1.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 13.7% 13.5% 13.4% 14.1% 14.2% 14.9% 16.4% 1 1 0.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 68.6% 69.0% 64.6% 63.9% 60.6% 58.3% 1 1 -0.8% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.0 1 1 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 153,776 53,627 49,921 51,942 55,232 61,653 69,127 70,032 28% 
    Residential Renovations 81,754 28,147 26,919 23,956 24,298 24,132 25,770 27,852 3% 
    Non Residential 106,793 38,145 35,724 34,656 36,521 36,619 36,343 34,290 0% 
    Engineering 229,299 91,832 124,435 135,254 131,888 111,671 95,029 80,029 -27% 
    Total 571,623 211,751 236,998 245,808 247,940 234,075 226,269 212,203 -8% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,368 2,401 2,197 2,247 2,355 2,592 2,865 2,864 22% 
    Residential Renovations 1,259 1,260 1,185 1,036 1,036 1,014 1,068 1,139 -1% 
    Non Residential 1,643 1,708 1,572 1,499 1,557 1,539 1,506 1,402 -4% 
    Engineering 3,526 4,111 5,476 5,852 5,622 4,694 3,939 3,273 -30% 
    Total 8,796 9,480 10,429 10,635 10,570 9,840 9,379 8,679 -12% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 
17043.0

0 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 1584.24 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 689.23 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.133 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 706.43 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 65.67 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 28.57 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 8,350,322 9,095,456 10,289,653 11,278,114 11,991,566 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 14,870,188 15,765,749 17,677,585 19,175,416 20,048,549 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 500,101 599,286 737,067 888,976 871,035 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 8,350,322 9,095,456 10,289,653 11,278,114 11,991,566 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 14,870,188 15,765,749 17,677,585 19,175,416 20,048,549 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 500,101 599,286 737,067 888,976 871,035 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.3 33.0 32.7 32.2 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.6 38.0 41.7 46.4 43.4 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.2 33.3 33.0 32.7 32.2 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 33.6 38.0 41.7 46.4 43.4 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 356,436 356,590 325,129 280,867 296,585 356,436 356,590 325,129 280,867 296,585 

B Mining 95,151 84,873 135,458 199,200 204,367 95,151 84,873 135,458 199,200 204,367 

C Manufacturing 993,159 1,016,189 1,130,525 991,475 1,000,061 993,159 1,016,189 1,130,525 991,475 1,000,061 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste 

Services 76,377 83,118 109,996 139,581 145,657 76,377 83,118 109,996 139,581 145,657 

E Construction 541,250 618,922 852,405 968,663 1,019,148 541,250 618,922 852,405 968,663 1,019,148 

F Wholesale Trade 438,339 424,627 471,031 463,860 489,333 438,339 424,627 471,031 463,860 489,333 

G Retail Trade 930,967 1,104,075 1,143,289 1,163,023 1,263,067 930,967 1,104,075 1,143,289 1,163,023 1,263,067 

H Accommodation & Food Services 604,906 684,648 629,794 737,269 807,355 604,906 684,648 629,794 737,269 807,355 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 400,575 426,451 508,261 556,796 588,033 400,575 426,451 508,261 556,796 588,033 

J Information Media & Telecoms 209,391 213,145 207,958 213,019 226,326 209,391 213,145 207,958 213,019 226,326 

K Financial & Insurance Services 326,398 339,003 413,350 446,022 472,460 326,398 339,003 413,350 446,022 472,460 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 131,852 154,122 180,539 192,085 203,800 131,852 154,122 180,539 192,085 203,800 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 541,282 626,094 717,393 887,730 942,132 541,282 626,094 717,393 887,730 942,132 

N Administrative & Support Services 248,004 313,772 326,394 378,830 408,376 248,004 313,772 326,394 378,830 408,376 

O Public Administration & Safety 502,910 524,278 727,674 815,471 858,771 502,910 524,278 727,674 815,471 858,771 

P Education & Training 631,883 699,317 795,557 929,357 1,001,890 631,883 699,317 795,557 929,357 1,001,890 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 820,123 915,196 1,075,347 1,291,429 1,395,888 820,123 915,196 1,075,347 1,291,429 1,395,888 

R Arts & Recreation Services 134,511 148,101 143,553 173,303 188,215 134,511 148,101 143,553 173,303 188,215 

S Other Services 366,809 362,936 396,001 450,134 480,102 366,809 362,936 396,001 450,134 480,102 

Z TOTAL 8,350,322 9,095,456 10,289,653 11,278,114 11,991,566 8,350,322 9,095,456 10,289,653 11,278,114 11,991,566 

Z1 Hi Tech 845,833 932,700 1,063,723 1,196,185 1,251,440 845,833 932,700 1,063,723 1,196,185 1,251,440 

Z2 Hi Income 1,093,720 1,200,655 1,451,691 1,742,184 1,841,846 1,093,720 1,200,655 1,451,691 1,742,184 1,841,846 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 1,586,516 1,762,614 2,014,457 2,394,089 2,585,993 1,586,516 1,762,614 2,014,457 2,394,089 2,585,993 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 n/a n/a 2.4 0.1 n/a n/a 0.1 -2.2 n/a n/a -2.3 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 n/a n/a 0.4 0.0 n/a n/a 0.0 0.0 n/a n/a -0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 n/a n/a 2.7 -0.1 n/a n/a 0.1 -1.7 n/a n/a -2.6 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 612,806 639,409 658,368 688,509 719,777 721,335 735,884 763,393 783,736 800,514 818,977 839,856 865,481 3.1% 

  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,747 31,694 32,196 33,062 33,877 33,258 33,406 34,176 34,488 34,633 34,913 35,306 35,874 1.3% 

  - Per Cap Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n/a 
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The Sydney metropolitan area comprises the nine regions which in 
Appendix 1 of this report bear the prefix 'Sydney'. The metropolitan area 
is bounded by the Pacific Ocean to the east and by Broken Bay and the 
Hawkesbury River to the north. It extends across the Blue Mountains to 
the west, where it includes an expanse of uninhabited national parks. The 
south west is the only direction in which Sydney peters out into peri-urban 
farming country. 

 

Major centres: 

Sydney 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 4,351 4,427 4,507 4,589 4,670 4,773 1.8% 1.8% 1.8% 1.8% 2.2% 1.8% 2.0% 
No. Households 4,351 4,427 4,507 4,589 4,670 4,773 1.8% 1.8% 1.8% 1.8% 2.2% 1.8% 2.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 2,342 2,383 2,413 2,451 2,525 2,551 1.7% 1.3% 1.5% 3.0% 1.0% 1.5% 2.0% 
NIEIR Employment 2,195 2,238 2,258 2,297 2,378 2,400 2.0% 0.9% 1.7% 3.6% 0.9% 1.5% 2.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 147.1 144.5 155.5 153.9 146.9 150.8 -1.8% 7.7% -1.0% -4.6% 2.7% 1.5% -1.0% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.3% 6.1% 6.4% 6.3% 5.8% 5.9% -0.2 0.4 -0.2 -0.5 0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Headline U/E Rate 4.9% 4.9% 5.2% 5.2% 5.0% 5.2% n/a 0.3 n/a -0.2 0.2 0.1 n/a 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 6.8% 6.9% 7.0% 7.1% 6.6% 6.4% 0.1 0.2 0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.1 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 8.8% 8.9% 8.9% 8.6% 8.1% 7.7% 0.1 0.0 -0.2 -0.5 -0.4 0.0 -0.5 
Hours Per Week (1) 24.2 24.2 23.9 23.8 24.4 24.0 0.0 -0.3 -0.1 0.6 -0.3 -0.1 0.1 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.6% 26.1% 26.6% 26.5% 24.9% 25.1% -0.5 0.5 -0.1 -1.6 0.1 0.0 -0.7 
Not In Employment (1) 36.3% 36.3% 37.2% 37.4% 35.9% 36.7% 0.0 0.9 0.3 -1.6 0.9 0.4 -0.3 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 148,489 146,267 152,294 154,682 159,613 162,110 34,130 33,040 33,792 33,706 34,175 33,962 1.4% 2.4% 

Taxes Paid 38,630 39,633 41,368 44,902 46,946 47,926 8,879 8,953 9,179 9,784 10,052 10,040 5.1% 3.3% 

Benefits 20,060 20,668 21,760 21,558 21,251 20,232 4,611 4,669 4,828 4,698 4,550 4,238 2.4% -3.1% 

Business Income 26,572 27,936 31,864 35,676 38,232 38,370 6,108 6,310 7,070 7,774 8,186 8,038 10.3% 3.7% 

Interest Paid 21,816 18,514 17,056 17,206 17,849 17,756 5,015 4,182 3,784 3,749 3,822 3,720 -7.6% 1.6% 

Property Income 35,062 33,388 34,418 35,121 35,612 36,198 8,059 7,542 7,637 7,653 7,625 7,583 0.1% 1.5% 

Disposable Income 217,300 217,033 231,626 236,891 242,606 245,183 49,947 49,025 51,395 51,619 51,945 51,365 2.9% 1.7% 

    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   

Resident GRP (Local) 264,853 262,197 274,202 283,924 294,719 298,128 88,600 86,564 89,182 90,889 93,054 93,089 2.3% 2.5% 

    Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 2 2 2   

Industry GRP (Local) 274,026 271,494 284,212 294,534 307,206 311,365 119,833 116,174 120,520 122,342 122,382 122,531 2.4% 2.8% 

    Rank 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2   

Headline GRP 334,668 342,565 354,050 366,567 382,895 398,060 146,352 146,585 150,135 152,263 152,535 156,648 3.1% 4.2% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 2.7% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 8.9% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 3.5% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 11.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 55.9% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 8.3 n/a 
2016 8.8 n/a 
2015 9.1 n/a 
2014 9.4 n/a 
2013 9.5 n/a 
2012 9.2 n/a 
2011 9.1 n/a 
2010 9.0 n/a 
2009 9.7 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 26.2% 25.6% 24.9% 24.4% 
   Age 20-29 15.6% 15.7% 15.8% 14.9% 
   Age 30-54 37.5% 36.8% 36.2% 35.7% 
   Age 55+   20.7% 21.9% 23.1% 25.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  4,103 11,040 16,657 
   Age 20-29  6,984 10,951 4,503 
   Age 30-54  7,505 19,350 25,394 
   Age 55+    17,591 25,004 37,881 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 1.6% 1.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 2,287.6 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 331.3 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 142.7 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 172.4 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 47.9 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 6.9 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 3.0 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 3.6 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 17 17 18 18 16 17 17 17 18 19 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) 1,004 983 815 733 865 1,251 839 622 1,011 1,031 890 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 3,667 3,709 3,753 3,808 3,838 3,863 3,885 3,916 3,953 4,019 4,097 4,176 4,235 4,286 4,351 4,427 4,507 4,589 4670 4773 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 905 1,080 1,263 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 675 856 1,098 2 2 1 98.8% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 486 509 478 1 1 1 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 256 286 313 2 1 1 97.1% 100.0% 100.0% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 134 150 147 3 2 2 78.2% 81.2% 82.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 18% 19% 3 3 4 94.4% 93.5% 93.7% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.58 1.63 1.81 3 3 4 94.3% 93.5% 92.3% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 299.1 347.2 527.1 628.7 700.2 784.7 1007.0 1 1 5.3% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 86515 88879 95965 113515 136164 140152 133489 2 3 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.4 3.9 5.5 5.5 5.1 5.6 7.5 1 1 3.2% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 58448 64286 70326 78495 86740 90507 93758 2 2 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 55.3% 46.6% 51.7% 61.9% 62.6% 56.2% 65.0% 1 1 1.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 83.0% 60.0% 48.6% 56.8% 55.1% 43.4% 43.4% 5 3 -1.6% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 25.9% 25.6% 26.3% 27.7% 29.0% 30.2% 32.5% 1 1 1.1% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 39.7% 39.6% 39.9% 43.3% 34.8% 31.6% 7 6 -1.1% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2 2 2 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 21,459 8,312 8,206 9,789 10,989 12,621 15,431 17,392 57% 
    Residential Renovations 13,234 4,587 4,057 3,744 3,668 4,031 4,157 5,324 18% 
    Non Residential 20,640 6,735 5,453 5,808 7,189 8,066 8,236 7,706 30% 
    Engineering 27,052 11,007 12,505 13,278 10,483 8,845 9,410 10,145 -22% 
    Total 82,384 30,642 30,221 32,620 32,329 33,562 37,234 40,567 17% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,716 1,939 1,886 2,211 2,438 2,750 3,304 3,644 48% 
    Residential Renovations 1,058 1,070 933 846 814 878 890 1,115 11% 
    Non Residential 1,649 1,571 1,253 1,312 1,595 1,758 1,763 1,614 23% 
    Engineering 2,160 2,568 2,874 2,999 2,326 1,927 2,015 2,125 -26% 
    Total 6,583 7,149 6,946 7,368 7,173 7,313 7,972 8,499 11% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 2342.63 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 133.38 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 40.02 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.074 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 501.59 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 28.56 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 8.57 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 1,750,604 1,909,713 2,031,648 2,195,951 2,399,992 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 3,159,021 3,360,456 3,519,520 3,744,419 4,014,625 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 121,419 136,922 166,082 196,092 220,064 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 1,803,358 1,977,895 2,118,804 2,286,739 2,541,114 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 3,270,462 3,507,064 3,687,771 3,927,604 4,281,308 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 125,724 143,380 174,509 205,266 233,302 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 33.8 33.3 32.8 32.2 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.4 40.7 47.2 52.4 54.8 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.9 34.1 33.5 33.0 32.4 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 38.4 40.9 47.3 52.3 54.5 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 10,690 11,228 9,235 8,244 9,573 11,099 11,164 8,957 8,026 10,691 

B Mining 3,231 2,251 3,562 3,853 4,232 4,149 2,797 4,561 4,852 5,085 

C Manufacturing 207,374 208,488 206,460 180,661 191,313 215,552 217,679 217,546 189,572 198,446 
D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste 

Services 13,817 15,257 17,544 20,221 21,710 14,287 16,326 19,449 22,222 23,210 

E Construction 113,328 128,513 140,900 158,750 184,713 118,016 134,230 148,174 167,143 191,673 

F Wholesale Trade 113,808 106,666 121,152 118,604 127,499 119,214 112,030 127,056 124,556 136,047 

G Retail Trade 179,667 211,882 206,935 207,069 228,783 184,993 217,697 212,540 212,200 241,858 

H Accommodation & Food Services 115,667 131,782 120,058 138,176 154,193 116,233 132,976 121,613 139,157 163,978 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 99,779 103,939 116,077 121,676 131,429 105,303 110,796 124,616 130,237 142,237 

J Information Media & Telecoms 61,722 69,332 65,085 70,563 75,745 63,735 71,870 68,356 74,024 81,047 

K Financial & Insurance Services 108,195 118,739 142,594 155,633 166,523 109,730 122,472 148,442 161,961 176,048 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 29,809 36,686 38,870 41,479 44,881 30,409 37,375 40,342 43,114 48,106 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 155,037 184,435 196,787 234,772 253,072 156,958 189,116 203,856 243,536 268,443 

N Administrative & Support Services 58,907 70,344 71,419 81,128 88,735 59,925 72,404 74,173 84,058 94,613 

O Public Administration & Safety 92,642 93,155 119,349 130,316 141,272 95,319 98,445 128,213 141,041 158,066 

P Education & Training 121,271 134,265 147,785 171,613 188,781 125,571 139,093 152,988 177,591 197,220 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 161,275 174,935 199,904 232,887 255,959 165,392 179,823 205,628 238,814 266,933 

R Arts & Recreation Services 28,720 31,134 29,545 35,770 39,438 28,985 31,827 30,532 36,713 41,740 

S Other Services 75,666 76,679 78,389 84,535 92,143 78,487 79,774 81,762 87,924 95,674 

Z TOTAL 1,750,604 1,909,713 2,031,648 2,195,951 2,399,992 1,803,358 1,977,895 2,118,804 2,286,739 2,541,114 

Z1 Hi Tech 219,634 248,134 256,530 288,469 311,125 223,760 255,361 266,915 300,010 328,724 

Z2 Hi Income 302,692 345,903 388,198 444,570 478,266 307,592 356,177 404,192 462,985 508,190 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 311,266 340,335 377,233 440,271 484,177 319,948 350,743 389,148 453,118 505,893 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.3 -0.4 2.3 0.1 0.1 1.5 1.7 -2.2 -0.2 1.9 -0.6 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 -0.6 -0.3 0.0 -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.2 -1.0 1.9 -0.1 0.2 1.3 1.7 -1.7 0.0 2.3 -0.3 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 135,494 138,560 140,598 148,711 155,342 153,938 157,299 161,650 165,317 168,694 175,682 184,480 191,289 2.7% 

  - Per Cap ($cvm) 34,879 35,382 35,567 37,002 37,915 36,867 37,142 37,714 37,998 38,105 38,981 40,199 40,957 1.3% 

  - Per Cap Rank 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 n/a 
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The Melbourne metropolitan area comprises the eight regions which in 
Appendix 1 of this report bear the prefix 'Melbourne'. The metropolitan 
area lies at the head of Port Philip Bay and is bounded by hills and water 
reserves to the north-east, but in other directions is not confined by 
natural boundaries. Every so often the urban growth boundary is 
expanded into the surrounding peri-urban areas. 
 

Major centres: 

Melbourne 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 4,190 4,279 4,372 4,466 4,571 4,661 2.1% 2.2% 2.2% 2.4% 2.0% 2.1% 2.2% 
No. Households 4,190 4,279 4,372 4,466 4,571 4,661 2.1% 2.2% 2.2% 2.4% 2.0% 2.1% 2.2% 
NIEIR Workforce 2,302 2,335 2,367 2,426 2,480 2,567 1.4% 1.4% 2.5% 2.2% 3.5% 1.8% 2.9% 
NIEIR Employment 2,138 2,162 2,179 2,229 2,293 2,378 1.1% 0.8% 2.3% 2.9% 3.7% 1.4% 3.3% 
NIEIR Unemployment 163.5 172.5 187.7 197.7 187.1 189.1 5.5% 8.8% 5.4% -5.4% 1.1% 6.5% -2.2% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 7.1% 7.4% 7.9% 8.1% 7.5% 7.4% 0.3 0.5 0.2 -0.6 -0.2 0.3 -0.4 
Headline U/E Rate 5.2% 5.6% 6.1% 6.5% 6.1% 6.2% 0.4 0.5 0.4 -0.4 0.1 0.4 -0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 7.4% 7.6% 7.9% 7.8% 7.3% 7.1% 0.1 0.3 -0.1 -0.5 -0.2 0.1 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 9.6% 9.7% 10.1% 9.9% 9.5% 9.1% 0.1 0.3 -0.1 -0.5 -0.4 0.1 -0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.6 23.2 23.1 22.9 23.2 23.8 -0.4 -0.2 -0.2 0.3 0.6 -0.3 0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 25.7% 26.2% 27.0% 26.8% 26.2% 24.1% 0.5 0.8 -0.2 -0.6 -2.1 0.4 -1.4 
Not In Employment (1) 37.8% 38.9% 39.3% 39.8% 39.0% 37.5% 1.1 0.4 0.5 -0.9 -1.5 0.7 -1.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 122,890 123,095 121,415 122,406 127,951 133,907 29,329 28,767 27,772 27,409 27,989 28,730 -0.1% 4.6% 

Taxes Paid 31,554 31,920 31,600 33,051 34,899 36,629 7,531 7,459 7,228 7,401 7,634 7,859 1.6% 5.3% 

Benefits 20,772 20,906 21,934 22,216 22,459 22,265 4,957 4,886 5,017 4,975 4,913 4,777 2.3% 0.1% 

Business Income 19,736 22,066 24,714 25,858 27,730 28,997 4,710 5,157 5,653 5,790 6,066 6,221 9.4% 5.9% 

Interest Paid 18,960 16,284 14,775 14,652 15,048 14,889 4,525 3,805 3,380 3,281 3,292 3,195 -8.2% 0.8% 

Property Income 28,428 26,932 27,136 27,594 28,374 28,873 6,785 6,294 6,207 6,179 6,207 6,195 -1.0% 2.3% 

Disposable Income 177,151 180,125 185,242 188,169 195,112 201,926 42,279 42,094 42,372 42,135 42,681 43,324 2.0% 3.6% 

    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   

Resident GRP (Local) 210,821 211,597 213,010 213,248 214,744 218,392 73,248 72,244 71,342 70,032 69,152 69,716 0.4% 1.2% 

    Rank 2 2 2 2 2 2 6 6 6 6 6 5   

Industry GRP (Local) 217,076 217,796 219,273 219,329 220,739 224,323 98,628 97,866 97,682 95,560 93,552 91,736 0.3% 1.1% 

    Rank 2 2 2 2 2 2 6 6 6 6 5 5   

Headline GRP 266,047 268,842 271,773 279,319 290,034 303,120 120,878 120,803 121,070 121,697 122,921 123,960 1.6% 4.2% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 3.8% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 11.8% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 4.4% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 12.6% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 61.5% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 11.0 n/a 
2016 11.5 n/a 
2015 11.8 n/a 
2014 11.8 n/a 
2013 11.6 n/a 
2012 11.7 n/a 
2011 11.8 n/a 
2010 11.8 n/a 
2009 13.0 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 25.9% 25.1% 24.2% 23.9% 
   Age 20-29 15.1% 15.5% 16.3% 15.4% 
   Age 30-54 37.2% 36.4% 35.8% 35.5% 
   Age 55+   21.9% 23.0% 23.8% 25.2% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  9,156 12,741 19,806 
   Age 20-29  12,071 19,013 7,324 
   Age 30-54  15,679 24,038 31,359 
   Age 55+    21,261 24,987 35,521 
Average Annual Growth  1.6% 2.0% 2.1% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 1,903.8 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 221.9 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 92.0 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 199.3 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 40.8 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 4.8 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 2.0 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 4.3 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 15 15 15 16 14 16 16 16 15 15 15 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) 398 482 446 657 968 789 542 618 497 568 729 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 3,323 3,360 3,402 3,451 3,495 3,543 3,589 3,644 3,706 3,786 3,875 3,974 4,047 4,109 4,190 4,279 4,372 4,466 4571 4661 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 864 922 1,075 2 2 2 95.5% 85.4% 85.1% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 683 777 985 1 1 2 100.0% 90.7% 89.6% 
    Value of Financial Assets 399 390 359 4 4 4 82.0% 76.6% 75.2% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 218 245 269 5 3 3 82.5% 85.8% 85.9% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 114 119 120 6 6 5 66.7% 64.4% 66.9% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 19% 19% 2 1 2 94.5% 100.0% 96.5% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.58 1.74 1.89 2 1 2 94.4% 100.0% 96.1% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 220.5 212.0 354.7 451.0 615.5 591.6 711.0 3 2 6.0% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 74162 76534 83198 99078 115574 111775 112196 5 5 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 3.0 2.8 4.3 4.5 5.3 5.2 6.3 3 2 4.0% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 54574 61171 69414 80524 87428 84956 81775 3 4 1.4% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 42.0% 28.7% 33.5% 41.0% 51.8% 42.3% 48.8% 6 2 2.6% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 83.9% 59.2% 41.5% 45.2% 45.5% 35.8% 38.0% 6 6 -2.1% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 14.1% 15.6% 15.0% 16.3% 16.5% 17.9% 20.3% 2 3 1.3% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 66.8% 64.1% 63.7% 54.1% 47.0% 46.0% 5 4 -1.8% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 3 4 -0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 32,084 13,094 13,221 13,425 13,089 14,782 17,482 17,789 26% 
    Residential Renovations 11,181 3,534 3,805 3,752 4,123 3,825 3,878 4,309 3% 
    Non Residential 22,986 6,559 6,898 6,921 7,051 7,474 7,726 7,197 7% 
    Engineering 20,505 8,750 8,587 7,784 7,185 7,027 7,723 8,534 -1% 
    Total 86,757 31,936 32,511 31,882 31,448 33,108 36,810 37,828 12% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,695 3,187 3,155 3,137 2,994 3,310 3,824 3,817 18% 
    Residential Renovations 941 860 908 877 943 856 848 924 -4% 
    Non Residential 1,933 1,596 1,646 1,617 1,613 1,674 1,690 1,544 1% 
    Engineering 1,721 2,130 2,049 1,819 1,644 1,574 1,689 1,831 -8% 
    Total 7,290 7,773 7,759 7,451 7,193 7,414 8,052 8,116 5% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 3294.07 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 173.01 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 36.86 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.064 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 720.57 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 37.85 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 8.06 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 1,550,313 1,687,186 1,903,984 2,135,105 2,373,601 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 2,743,843 2,898,678 3,225,919 3,559,950 3,876,509 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 89,176 106,618 133,199 157,817 158,831 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 1,591,785 1,735,739 1,964,716 2,200,956 2,445,307 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 2,847,794 3,023,330 3,357,976 3,711,089 4,040,149 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 92,528 111,401 138,581 164,071 164,762 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 33.0 32.6 32.1 31.4 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.5 36.8 41.3 44.3 41.0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.4 33.5 32.9 32.4 31.8 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.5 36.8 41.3 44.2 40.8 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 13,443 13,679 11,068 10,945 13,149 13,471 12,991 10,470 10,477 13,029 

B Mining 3,386 2,799 3,553 4,542 5,106 3,150 2,615 3,449 4,491 4,570 

C Manufacturing 251,188 247,632 257,033 221,904 255,062 259,023 256,637 268,270 231,501 260,498 

D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 9,783 10,528 14,994 21,609 23,725 10,154 11,354 16,081 23,210 23,824 

E Construction 92,713 107,732 150,053 185,060 205,765 96,222 112,545 155,575 191,179 211,373 

F Wholesale Trade 93,094 91,063 109,608 107,783 117,012 96,752 94,637 113,722 112,021 122,643 

G Retail Trade 173,983 209,993 211,834 221,388 248,868 178,245 214,230 216,113 225,967 257,545 

H Accommodation & Food Services 96,072 110,145 104,588 128,419 145,767 96,674 110,673 105,402 128,898 145,906 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 70,922 74,408 93,711 105,587 115,670 74,470 78,518 99,579 112,210 122,601 

J Information Media & Telecoms 47,707 49,140 49,260 51,427 55,874 48,747 50,404 51,060 53,201 58,126 

K Financial & Insurance Services 73,311 77,197 95,799 109,315 118,210 74,546 79,028 98,501 112,333 121,722 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 19,805 25,716 28,684 34,083 37,234 20,301 26,116 29,498 34,980 38,630 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 124,682 145,332 166,411 207,104 225,062 126,945 148,635 170,793 212,502 231,826 

N Administrative & Support Services 49,186 61,235 68,212 78,597 87,201 49,956 62,595 70,030 80,928 90,929 

O Public Administration & Safety 73,059 69,159 98,293 113,672 124,788 75,599 72,712 104,174 121,015 134,800 

P Education & Training 113,284 127,318 146,798 175,312 194,782 117,275 131,345 150,895 179,841 199,987 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 148,002 166,251 190,584 236,651 265,499 150,910 169,942 194,366 240,935 269,103 

R Arts & Recreation Services 28,419 31,640 32,044 40,178 44,758 28,708 32,297 32,827 40,995 45,287 

S Other Services 68,274 66,219 71,456 81,529 90,069 70,639 68,465 73,912 84,271 92,907 

Z TOTAL 1,550,313 1,687,186 1,903,984 2,135,105 2,373,601 1,591,785 1,735,739 1,964,716 2,200,956 2,445,307 

Z1 Hi Tech 207,661 228,184 256,490 283,934 311,018 212,482 234,675 264,823 292,663 319,669 

Z2 Hi Income 228,471 257,671 307,370 367,474 399,391 232,087 263,338 315,589 377,571 411,451 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 289,706 325,209 369,426 452,141 505,040 296,894 333,584 378,088 461,771 514,377 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.2 0.2 2.8 0.1 0.1 -0.5 -0.4 -2.2 -0.1 -0.8 -3.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.4 
Income p.a. 1.6 0.1 -0.3 2.6 -0.1 0.2 -0.4 -0.2 -1.7 0.0 -0.2 -2.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 120,443 125,297 128,303 131,496 134,577 135,184 138,558 145,520 149,333 152,105 157,361 162,849 168,465 3.0% 

  - Per Cap ($cvm) 33,556 34,389 34,621 34,731 34,732 34,017 34,239 35,416 35,640 35,546 35,995 36,465 36,852 0.8% 

  - Per Cap Rank 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 n/a 
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The Brisbane metropolitan area comprises five LGAs: Brisbane, Redland, 
Logan, Ipswich and Moreton Bay. This includes the greater part of South 
East Queensland, but excludes the Sunshine Coast and the Gold Coast, 
both of which are regarded as independent cities, and also the peri-urban 
part of the West Moreton region. The metropolitan area is indented by 
the inlets of Moreton Bay and confined, especially to the north-west, by 
ranges; it is confined to the north and to the south-east by the proximity 
of independent cities, but is relatively free to expand into peri-urban 
farmland to the south and to the west. 

 

Major centres: 

Brisbane 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 2,225 2,268 2,306 2,342 2,383 2,421 1.9% 1.7% 1.5% 1.8% 1.6% 1.7% 1.7% 
No. Households 2,225 2,268 2,306 2,342 2,383 2,421 1.9% 1.7% 1.5% 1.8% 1.6% 1.7% 1.7% 
NIEIR Workforce 1,229 1,238 1,261 1,271 1,289 1,300 0.7% 1.8% 0.8% 1.4% 0.8% 1.1% 1.1% 
NIEIR Employment 1,144 1,146 1,164 1,170 1,195 1,197 0.2% 1.5% 0.5% 2.1% 0.2% 0.8% 1.2% 
NIEIR Unemployment 85.2 91.6 96.8 100.5 94.1 102.3 7.5% 5.7% 3.8% -6.4% 8.7% 5.7% 0.9% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 6.9% 7.4% 7.7% 7.9% 7.3% 7.9% 0.5 0.3 0.2 -0.6 0.6 0.3 0.0 
Headline U/E Rate 5.0% 5.5% 5.8% 6.1% 5.8% 6.5% 0.5 0.3 0.3 -0.3 0.7 0.4 0.2 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 7.8% 8.1% 8.4% 8.5% 8.2% 8.0% 0.2 0.4 0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 10.6% 10.9% 11.2% 11.4% 11.2% 11.1% 0.3 0.3 0.2 -0.1 -0.2 0.3 -0.2 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.0 24.3 24.4 24.2 24.1 23.8 -0.8 0.2 -0.3 -0.1 -0.3 -0.3 -0.2 
Not Employed Share (1) 24.8% 25.7% 25.6% 26.1% 25.5% 25.8% 0.9 -0.1 0.4 -0.6 0.4 0.4 -0.1 
Not In Employment (1) 41.4% 43.2% 42.8% 43.4% 43.6% 44.4% 1.8 -0.4 0.6 0.2 0.7 0.7 0.5 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 68,471 68,789 69,444 70,483 70,485 70,045 30,771 30,330 30,110 30,098 29,574 28,933 1.0% -0.3% 

Taxes Paid 16,805 17,272 17,549 18,842 19,105 19,108 7,552 7,616 7,609 8,046 8,016 7,893 3.9% 0.7% 

Benefits 12,004 12,170 12,784 12,671 12,566 12,160 5,395 5,366 5,543 5,411 5,272 5,023 1.8% -2.0% 

Business Income 10,693 8,655 7,497 8,435 8,874 8,726 4,806 3,816 3,251 3,602 3,723 3,604 -7.6% 1.7% 

Interest Paid 9,871 8,372 7,494 7,357 7,607 7,610 4,436 3,691 3,249 3,142 3,192 3,143 -9.3% 1.7% 

Property Income 16,915 15,953 16,278 16,753 17,148 17,583 7,602 7,034 7,058 7,154 7,195 7,263 -0.3% 2.4% 

Disposable Income 101,907 100,259 102,138 104,533 104,960 105,051 45,798 44,206 44,285 44,639 44,039 43,393 0.9% 0.2% 

    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   

Resident GRP (Local) 114,348 112,375 112,765 111,233 108,320 106,242 78,340 75,855 75,150 73,254 70,400 68,542 -0.9% -2.3% 

    Rank 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 6   

Industry GRP (Local) 116,389 114,280 114,678 113,023 109,861 107,624 101,949 99,737 98,442 96,334 91,967 90,024 -1.0% -2.4% 

    Rank 3 4 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 6 6   

Headline GRP 136,017 139,074 143,767 146,615 150,340 150,661 119,141 121,375 123,413 124,966 125,853 126,023 2.5% 1.4% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 6.4% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 9.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.1% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 62.0% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 11.6 n/a 
2016 12.0 n/a 
2015 12.1 n/a 
2014 12.5 n/a 
2013 12.1 n/a 
2012 11.8 n/a 
2011 11.7 n/a 
2010 11.5 n/a 
2009 12.4 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 28.1% 27.1% 26.5% 25.6% 
   Age 20-29 14.9% 15.3% 16.0% 15.2% 
   Age 30-54 36.6% 35.8% 35.0% 34.4% 
   Age 55+   20.4% 21.8% 22.5% 24.7% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  8,998 10,011 6,113 
   Age 20-29  8,113 10,497 2,604 
   Age 30-54  13,360 13,182 11,075 
   Age 55+    14,705 13,767 19,368 
Average Annual Growth  2.4% 2.3% 1.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 990.8 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 111.2 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 51.9 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 97.6 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 40.9 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 4.6 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 2.1 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 4.0 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 20 20 20 21 20 19 20 19 19 20 21 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) 674 945 1,328 852 1,715 1,227 1,210 659 1,177 749 665 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 1,632 1,657 1,686 1,719 1,762 1,808 1,851 1,894 1,937 1,988 2,042 2,099 2,139 2,179 2,225 2,268 2,306 2,342 2383 2421 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 774 719 692 3 3 4 85.5% 66.6% 54.8% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 582 574 609 3 3 3 85.3% 67.0% 55.5% 
    Value of Financial Assets 422 384 347 2 5 5 86.7% 75.5% 72.6% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 230 240 264 3 4 4 87.2% 84.0% 84.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 127 127 119 5 5 6 74.1% 68.7% 66.6% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 19% 18% 19% 4 4 3 90.9% 92.6% 95.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.52 1.61 1.86 4 4 3 90.8% 92.5% 94.7% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 190.3 198.4 233.4 405.1 484.9 460.3 492.2 6 5 4.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 73582 73899 84559 108895 128334 119387 110945 6 6 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.6 2.7 2.7 3.7 3.8 3.8 4.4 4 5 2.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 50023 53673 63590 76176 83770 79135 67044 7 7 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 42.3% 33.2% 26.3% 43.6% 47.6% 39.6% 45.3% 3 5 1.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 83.3% 61.5% 41.4% 47.2% 44.1% 37.5% 40.6% 3 4 -2.0% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 12.6% 11.1% 11.3% 12.3% 12.2% 13.3% 16.4% 4 4 1.9% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 73.0% 70.8% 65.7% 50.4% 49.7% 44.5% 4 5 -2.4% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 5 5 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 16,490 5,245 4,877 4,499 5,077 6,484 7,928 8,197 56% 
    Residential Renovations 9,771 3,146 3,132 2,575 2,654 2,672 3,019 2,866 2% 
    Non Residential 13,613 4,394 4,393 3,991 3,815 3,479 3,715 3,396 -13% 
    Engineering 28,857 11,938 17,963 19,304 20,497 13,574 8,257 8,155 -48% 
    Total 68,731 24,724 30,365 30,370 32,042 26,209 22,919 22,614 -23% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 2,629 2,407 2,192 1,984 2,201 2,769 3,326 3,386 49% 
    Residential Renovations 1,557 1,444 1,407 1,136 1,151 1,141 1,267 1,184 -3% 
    Non Residential 2,167 2,017 1,974 1,760 1,654 1,486 1,559 1,403 -17% 
    Engineering 4,590 5,479 8,073 8,511 8,887 5,796 3,465 3,369 -50% 
    Total 10,943 11,347 13,646 13,390 13,893 11,192 9,616 9,341 -26% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 1537.91 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 51.37 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 34.63 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.056 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 645.28 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 21.56 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 14.53 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 714,582 806,670 988,098 1,101,650 1,154,549 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 1,281,890 1,400,628 1,718,202 1,895,762 1,922,986 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 40,190 51,371 70,536 85,622 73,522 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 713,661 816,360 1,017,465 1,141,642 1,195,507 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 1,262,362 1,394,540 1,750,832 1,939,936 1,962,534 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 39,672 51,268 71,976 87,663 74,905 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.5 33.4 33.4 33.1 32.0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.4 36.7 41.1 45.2 38.2 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.0 32.9 33.1 32.7 31.6 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.4 36.8 41.1 45.2 38.2 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 7,616 8,149 6,641 5,269 5,919 7,110 7,457 5,977 4,860 5,880 

B Mining 3,165 3,646 6,857 13,692 14,471 3,366 3,352 6,405 12,386 11,886 

C Manufacturing 80,031 91,133 113,633 99,240 93,068 80,309 92,056 118,324 102,547 94,227 

D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 5,344 7,339 10,763 14,272 14,788 6,060 7,503 11,313 14,858 14,308 

E Construction 49,023 53,658 82,399 92,279 96,186 48,251 53,773 84,989 97,307 103,401 

F Wholesale Trade 41,291 39,645 47,173 46,084 47,669 41,400 40,946 49,685 48,591 50,233 

G Retail Trade 81,526 99,016 107,483 108,887 117,993 81,528 99,906 109,936 111,998 120,840 

H Accommodation & Food Services 51,391 58,477 56,277 66,034 72,578 50,978 58,941 56,583 67,279 75,118 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 38,617 44,696 57,237 65,501 68,272 39,638 46,361 60,835 69,438 71,839 

J Information Media & Telecoms 17,652 17,161 17,314 16,788 17,486 17,572 17,488 18,012 17,587 18,529 

K Financial & Insurance Services 27,402 29,249 38,108 39,687 40,963 27,511 29,916 39,567 41,779 43,403 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 13,489 15,648 21,019 20,665 21,629 13,359 15,738 21,382 21,564 22,880 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 53,645 59,586 77,609 101,699 105,355 53,663 60,523 79,668 105,836 110,603 

N Administrative & Support Services 22,333 28,481 32,582 38,316 40,839 22,308 29,007 33,664 40,045 43,262 

O Public Administration & Safety 47,629 51,368 75,978 88,260 92,093 47,921 53,090 79,666 93,872 98,934 

P Education & Training 57,346 67,879 78,237 90,909 97,780 56,498 67,772 78,988 93,182 100,201 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 72,936 85,567 107,838 135,921 145,603 72,509 86,225 110,394 138,829 146,932 

R Arts & Recreation Services 11,947 13,060 12,620 14,456 15,519 11,437 12,892 12,540 14,496 15,144 

S Other Services 32,199 32,912 38,330 43,692 46,336 32,241 33,415 39,535 45,189 47,886 

Z TOTAL 714,582 806,670 988,098 1,101,650 1,154,549 713,661 816,360 1,017,465 1,141,642 1,195,507 

Z1 Hi Tech 77,849 86,406 115,004 134,896 137,241 77,942 87,682 118,552 140,346 143,246 

Z2 Hi Income 96,196 105,996 141,890 177,632 184,396 96,534 107,651 145,672 183,778 191,114 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 142,229 166,506 198,695 241,285 258,902 140,444 166,889 201,922 246,506 262,277 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.0 0.6 2.9 0.1 0.1 -1.5 -1.2 -2.2 0.1 -2.0 -4.2 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.6 0.9 0.0 0.0 -0.7 -0.8 0.0 0.0 -1.3 -1.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 1.3 3.8 -0.1 0.1 -2.2 -2.0 -1.7 0.3 -3.5 -5.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 58,169 61,225 62,465 64,131 67,887 69,054 71,308 74,782 77,024 78,991 81,000 82,279 86,099 3.8% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 31,426 32,323 32,256 32,261 33,250 32,899 33,332 34,322 34,616 34,828 35,120 35,136 36,125 1.2% 
  - Per Cap Rank 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 n/a 
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The Adelaide metropolitan area comprises the two regions which in 
Appendix 1 of this report bear the prefix 'Adelaide' plus two additional 
LGAs, Gawler to the north and Adelaide Hills to the east. Adelaide is 
bounded by St Vincents Gulf to the west but is not otherwise constrained 
by geographic features - the Adelaide hills and the hills of the Fleurieu 
peninsula include many valleys which are flat enough for urban 
development. The metropolitan area accordingly peters out into farms, 
vineyards and orchards to the west, east and south. 

 

Major centres: 

Adelaide 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 1,435 1,449 1,464 1,477 1,487 1,499 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 0.7% 0.8% 1.0% 0.8% 
No. Households 1,435 1,449 1,464 1,477 1,487 1,499 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 0.7% 0.8% 1.0% 0.8% 
NIEIR Workforce 770 771 768 773 780 788 0.1% -0.4% 0.6% 0.9% 1.1% 0.1% 1.0% 
NIEIR Employment 702 703 695 698 703 712 0.1% -1.2% 0.4% 0.8% 1.3% -0.2% 1.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 67.7 67.8 72.8 74.9 76.4 75.4 0.3% 7.3% 2.9% 2.0% -1.3% 3.5% 0.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.8% 8.8% 9.5% 9.7% 9.8% 9.6% 0.0 0.7 0.2 0.1 -0.2 0.3 -0.1 
Headline U/E Rate 5.3% 5.6% 6.3% 6.8% 7.3% 7.3% 0.3 0.7 0.5 0.5 n/a 0.5 0.3 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 10.9% 11.1% 11.5% 11.6% 11.1% 10.9% 0.2 0.4 0.0 -0.5 -0.2 0.2 -0.3 
Social Security Take-up 13.9% 14.0% 14.4% 14.5% 14.5% 14.4% 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.0 -0.1 0.2 -0.1 
Hours Per Week (1) 23.2 22.9 22.7 22.7 22.4 22.8 -0.3 -0.3 0.0 -0.3 0.4 -0.2 0.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 26.0% 26.2% 27.5% 27.6% 27.1% 26.0% 0.2 1.3 0.1 -0.5 -1.1 0.5 -0.8 
Not In Employment (1) 49.5% 50.1% 50.7% 50.6% 51.2% 50.4% 0.6 0.6 -0.1 0.6 -0.9 0.4 -0.1 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 36,678 37,229 38,252 39,082 39,184 37,695 25,555 25,694 26,134 26,462 26,350 25,143 2.1% -1.8% 
Taxes Paid 8,506 8,609 8,812 9,514 9,668 9,454 5,926 5,941 6,020 6,441 6,502 6,306 3.8% -0.3% 
Benefits 9,684 9,912 10,485 10,654 10,688 10,376 6,747 6,841 7,163 7,213 7,187 6,921 3.2% -1.3% 
Business Income 6,803 5,617 5,247 6,228 6,570 6,771 4,740 3,877 3,585 4,217 4,418 4,516 -2.9% 4.3% 
Interest Paid 5,198 4,418 3,916 3,808 3,954 3,973 3,622 3,049 2,675 2,578 2,659 2,650 -9.9% 2.2% 
Property Income 8,518 8,110 8,307 8,583 8,733 8,805 5,935 5,597 5,675 5,811 5,872 5,873 0.3% 1.3% 
Disposable Income 59,162 58,787 60,899 63,279 63,868 62,747 41,221 40,572 41,607 42,846 42,949 41,853 2.3% -0.4% 
    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   
Resident GRP (Local) 56,550 55,836 56,614 56,251 54,358 52,928 68,361 67,163 67,688 66,880 64,537 62,937 -0.2% -3.0% 
    Rank 6 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 7   
Industry GRP (Local) 58,267 57,450 58,396 58,168 56,395 54,952 92,880 91,315 93,592 92,419 88,746 85,090 -0.1% -2.8% 
    Rank 6 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 7   
Headline GRP 69,760 71,120 72,056 73,584 74,851 76,461 111,201 113,044 115,485 116,912 117,790 118,397 1.8% 1.9% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 7.0% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 11.2% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 6.9% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 16.7% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 67.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 16.5 n/a 
2016 16.7 n/a 
2015 16.8 n/a 
2014 17.2 n/a 
2013 16.9 n/a 
2012 16.4 n/a 
2011 16.1 n/a 
2010 14.9 n/a 
2009 16.7 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 25.5% 24.5% 23.8% 23.1% 
   Age 20-29 12.9% 13.4% 14.2% 13.5% 
   Age 30-54 36.2% 34.9% 33.5% 32.4% 
   Age 55+   25.3% 27.2% 28.6% 31.0% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  196 1,949 922 
   Age 20-29  2,834 4,320 -180 
   Age 30-54  444 1,744 1,018 
   Age 55+    7,949 8,418 11,031 
Average Annual Growth  0.9% 1.2% 0.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 483.9 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 60.0 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 20.0 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 45.8 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 32.3 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 4.0 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.3 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 3.1 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 17 16 16 17 15 16 17 17 16 16 16 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) 364 324 389 468 575 493 381 530 324 430 674 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 1,267 1,274 1,281 1,287 1,296 1,305 1,313 1,323 1,336 1,353 1,370 1,390 1,407 1,419 1,435 1,449 1,464 1,477 1487 1499 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 601 558 540 6 6 5 66.4% 51.6% 42.7% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 440 426 452 6 6 6 64.4% 49.7% 41.1% 
    Value of Financial Assets 329 311 296 6 6 6 67.7% 61.2% 62.0% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 168 179 208 7 7 7 63.9% 62.8% 66.4% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 105 108 108 7 7 7 61.5% 58.4% 60.0% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 16% 17% 6 6 5 81.6% 83.0% 85.2% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.37 1.45 1.67 6 6 5 81.5% 83.0% 84.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 195.2 177.0 232.9 359.9 449.2 416.6 444.6 7 6 4.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 67144 66490 70622 85217 100666 101786 98710 7 7 1.9% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.9 2.7 3.3 4.2 4.4 4.1 4.5 5 4 2.5% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 50742 55590 60762 69147 77549 79646 71184 5 6 1.2% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 48.1% 32.0% 31.1% 48.1% 54.5% 41.0% 46.2% 4 4 1.8% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 85.3% 61.9% 45.5% 53.0% 55.5% 44.1% 47.1% 2 2 -1.3% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 9.7% 10.9% 10.5% 10.7% 10.7% 11.1% 11.8% 5 7 0.4% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 86.8% 82.9% 68.3% 68.5% 73.9% 70.1% 1 2 -1.0% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.0 7 6 0.1% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 7,690 2,610 2,350 2,107 2,272 2,579 2,688 2,673 18% 
    Residential Renovations 4,234 1,423 1,459 1,182 1,375 1,367 1,370 1,492 5% 
    Non Residential 5,403 2,217 2,050 2,067 2,103 1,971 1,747 1,683 -13% 
    Engineering 9,995 4,117 4,104 4,781 4,446 3,501 3,878 3,413 -19% 
    Total 27,321 10,367 9,963 10,137 10,195 9,417 9,683 9,261 -6% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 1,846 1,839 1,637 1,454 1,552 1,746 1,808 1,783 15% 
    Residential Renovations 1,015 1,003 1,017 815 939 925 921 995 3% 
    Non Residential 1,294 1,562 1,428 1,427 1,437 1,335 1,175 1,123 -15% 
    Engineering 2,393 2,900 2,859 3,300 3,037 2,371 2,608 2,276 -21% 
    Total 6,548 7,303 6,942 6,996 6,965 6,376 6,511 6,177 -9% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 1213.43 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 61.25 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 21.91 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.069 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 816.00 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 41.19 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 14.73 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 490,585 511,125 568,051 610,162 620,044 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 840,842 858,159 943,326 993,529 988,268 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 26,045 28,414 36,295 42,547 37,817 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 498,811 521,765 584,160 627,331 645,806 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 871,014 895,354 982,070 1,036,195 1,047,273 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 27,060 29,803 37,824 44,263 39,840 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.0 32.3 31.9 31.3 30.7 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.0 33.1 38.5 42.8 38.3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 33.6 33.0 32.3 31.8 31.2 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.1 33.3 38.5 42.7 38.0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 6,084 6,672 5,959 5,739 6,097 5,913 6,126 5,411 5,071 5,387 

B Mining 1,713 2,103 3,399 4,613 4,645 1,619 1,742 2,950 3,519 3,222 

C Manufacturing 72,322 72,553 76,201 59,353 53,351 73,296 74,170 78,779 61,475 56,892 

D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 4,257 4,549 6,455 8,853 8,953 4,270 4,689 6,854 9,195 10,512 

E Construction 24,982 27,652 39,228 47,486 49,384 25,500 28,791 40,393 48,786 50,600 

F Wholesale Trade 25,767 22,388 23,329 22,018 22,368 26,415 23,209 24,329 23,139 24,533 

G Retail Trade 56,199 64,057 66,858 68,548 71,174 57,422 65,309 68,462 70,189 73,235 

H Accommodation & Food Services 34,420 36,612 31,731 38,443 40,274 34,363 36,462 31,835 38,434 39,895 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 20,426 21,172 24,626 25,558 26,061 20,903 21,903 25,847 26,883 31,924 

J Information Media & Telecoms 11,101 10,861 10,169 10,206 10,359 11,360 11,127 10,726 10,718 10,888 

K Financial & Insurance Services 18,106 18,403 21,721 22,007 22,340 18,508 18,868 22,443 22,854 23,139 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 7,619 7,862 8,615 8,843 9,000 7,776 8,007 8,924 9,202 9,362 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 29,760 31,785 36,501 41,954 42,636 30,246 32,457 37,516 43,280 43,969 

N Administrative & Support Services 16,479 20,181 19,495 22,491 23,288 16,601 20,476 19,985 23,011 23,856 

O Public Administration & Safety 28,014 29,565 42,826 49,672 50,330 28,755 30,741 44,838 52,390 53,035 

P Education & Training 39,215 39,584 45,644 52,182 53,621 40,112 40,424 46,635 53,312 54,829 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 62,095 65,371 74,954 87,976 91,034 63,084 66,781 76,921 90,493 94,180 

R Arts & Recreation Services 8,618 8,080 7,152 8,489 8,772 8,598 8,161 7,363 8,706 9,041 

S Other Services 23,408 21,675 23,187 25,732 26,356 24,073 22,323 23,950 26,672 27,306 

Z TOTAL 490,585 511,125 568,051 610,162 620,044 498,811 521,765 584,160 627,331 645,806 

Z1 Hi Tech 64,031 64,903 70,416 66,198 61,844 65,046 66,533 72,801 68,714 65,500 

Z2 Hi Income 57,591 61,087 71,705 79,534 80,840 58,474 62,069 73,353 80,986 81,936 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 109,927 113,035 127,750 148,647 153,427 111,793 115,365 130,920 152,511 158,050 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.2 1.8 4.0 0.1 0.0 -1.1 -1.0 -2.2 0.2 -2.9 -4.9 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 -0.4 -0.4 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.9 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.3 2.0 4.4 -0.1 0.0 -1.4 -1.3 -1.7 0.3 -3.4 -5.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 38,499 40,223 41,390 42,286 43,966 44,420 44,967 46,123 46,622 47,153 47,742 49,165 50,478 2.4% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 29,332 30,405 30,977 31,251 32,088 31,963 31,951 32,493 32,484 32,543 32,618 33,289 33,945 1.2% 
  - Per Cap Rank 6 6 6 6 7 7 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 n/a 
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The Perth metropolitan area comprises the three regions which in 
Appendix 1 of this report bear the prefix 'Perth' plus two additional LGAs, 
Mandurah and Serpentine Jarrahdale, both of which adjoin the Perth 
Outer South region. Perth is bounded by the Indian Ocean to the west but 
is otherwise not constrained by geographic features, though it has shown 
a propensity to expand north and south along the beach. The 
metropolitan area accordingly peters out into farms, vineyards and 
bushland to the north, east and south. 

 

Major centres: 

Perth 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 2,077 2,147 2,188 2,222 2,252 2,286 3.4% 2.0% 1.6% 1.3% 1.5% 2.3% 1.4% 
No. Households 2,077 2,147 2,188 2,222 2,252 2,286 3.4% 2.0% 1.6% 1.3% 1.5% 2.3% 1.4% 
NIEIR Workforce 1,141 1,184 1,194 1,218 1,232 1,235 3.7% 0.9% 2.1% 1.1% 0.3% 2.2% 0.7% 
NIEIR Employment 1,084 1,126 1,133 1,150 1,154 1,149 3.9% 0.6% 1.5% 0.4% -0.5% 2.0% 0.0% 
NIEIR Unemployment 56.9 57.4 61.2 68.9 77.2 86.0 1.0% 6.7% 12.5% 12.1% 11.4% 6.6% 11.7% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 5.0% 4.9% 5.1% 5.7% 6.3% 7.0% -0.1 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.2 0.7 
Headline U/E Rate 4.3% 4.2% 4.5% 5.1% 5.8% 6.5% -0.1 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.7 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 6.0% 6.0% 6.1% 6.2% 5.9% 5.8% -0.1 0.1 0.1 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 -0.2 
Social Security Take-up 8.2% 8.1% 8.3% 8.5% 8.9% 9.3% -0.1 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.4 
Hours Per Week (1) 25.3 25.1 24.7 24.9 24.2 23.9 -0.2 -0.4 0.2 -0.7 -0.3 -0.1 -0.5 
Not Employed Share (1) 23.7% 23.2% 23.9% 23.5% 23.7% 24.5% -0.6 0.7 -0.4 0.2 0.8 -0.1 0.5 
Not In Employment (1) 41.6% 42.0% 42.9% 42.4% 44.1% 44.9% 0.4 0.9 -0.4 1.7 0.8 0.3 1.2 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 76,885 81,233 82,148 81,974 79,301 76,578 37,026 37,844 37,537 36,885 35,220 33,501 2.2% -3.3% 

Taxes Paid 20,304 21,598 21,874 22,963 22,652 22,111 9,778 10,062 9,995 10,333 10,060 9,673 4.2% -1.9% 

Benefits 9,904 9,742 9,810 9,898 10,111 10,207 4,770 4,539 4,483 4,454 4,491 4,465 0.0% 1.6% 

Business Income 11,784 10,121 8,795 9,114 9,091 8,844 5,675 4,715 4,019 4,101 4,038 3,869 -8.2% -1.5% 

Interest Paid 10,482 9,150 8,231 7,973 8,117 8,118 5,048 4,262 3,761 3,588 3,605 3,552 -8.7% 0.9% 

Property Income 15,757 15,369 15,674 15,906 15,924 16,009 7,588 7,160 7,162 7,157 7,072 7,004 0.3% 0.3% 

Disposable Income 106,458 109,727 111,266 111,747 108,895 106,323 51,267 51,118 50,842 50,282 48,364 46,514 1.6% -2.5% 

    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   

Resident GRP (Local) 117,090 120,216 121,575 120,169 113,420 108,750 90,015 89,598 89,291 87,399 81,885 78,086 0.9% -4.9% 

    Rank 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 3 3 3   

Industry GRP (Local) 115,244 118,055 119,825 118,681 112,696 108,226 117,079 115,350 116,195 113,171 106,821 102,782 1.0% -4.5% 

    Rank 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3   

Headline GRP 133,143 137,681 143,210 145,248 143,314 134,643 135,262 134,527 138,871 138,505 135,842 127,871 2.9% -3.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings.  
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 5.3% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 6.3% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 5.1% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 8.9% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 59.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 9.6 n/a 
2016 9.3 n/a 
2015 8.9 n/a 
2014 8.8 n/a 
2013 8.9 n/a 
2012 9.3 n/a 
2011 9.6 n/a 
2010 9.7 n/a 
2009 10.8 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 27.6% 26.4% 25.5% 25.0% 
   Age 20-29 13.9% 14.3% 15.8% 14.5% 
   Age 30-54 37.1% 36.0% 35.0% 34.9% 
   Age 55+   21.3% 23.3% 23.6% 25.6% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  4,874 12,054 8,430 
   Age 20-29  6,125 14,720 578 
   Age 30-54  8,322 17,510 14,089 
   Age 55+    13,979 15,459 18,765 
Average Annual Growth  2.0% 3.2% 1.9% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 871.0 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 81.6 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 27.6 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 88.6 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 38.1 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 3.6 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 1.2 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 3.9 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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Population Change by Age Group 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 18 18 18 18 19 17 16 17 16 16 16 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) 589 864 634 612 564 771 625 726 667 675 824 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 1,514 1,540 1,565 1,591 1,611 1,634 1,660 1,689 1,724 1,778 1,837 1,898 1,944 2,000 2,077 2,147 2,188 2,222 2252 2286 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 665 680 536 4 4 6 73.5% 62.9% 42.5% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 518 540 472 4 4 5 75.8% 63.1% 43.0% 
    Value of Financial Assets 411 421 368 3 2 3 84.5% 82.7% 76.9% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 264 281 303 1 2 2 100.0% 98.6% 96.9% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 130 146 129 4 3 4 75.7% 79.3% 71.9% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 20% 18% 20% 1 2 1 100.0% 94.0% 100.0% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.68 1.64 1.97 1 2 1 100.0% 94.2% 100.0% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 185.7 221.5 278.2 529.3 591.0 600.3 562.8 2 4 4.6% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 72092 76819 86070 110475 140386 137635 116796 4 4 2.0% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.4 2.9 3.1 4.7 4.1 4.3 4.8 2 3 2.4% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 47828 55525 65161 78777 100203 101202 83186 6 3 2.0% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 46.6% 38.4% 33.8% 59.6% 54.6% 46.4% 48.6% 2 3 1.1% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 112.9% 76.8% 54.1% 66.8% 60.8% 47.6% 51.3% 1 1 -1.9% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 8.7% 8.5% 8.7% 9.5% 10.2% 10.7% 11.9% 7 6 1.7% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 75.6% 80.8% 77.7% 79.3% 69.6% 66.5% 2 3 -0.6% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.1 6 3 0.2% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 20,078 6,705 5,442 5,485 6,982 8,251 8,140 6,569 28% 
    Residential Renovations 10,736 4,128 3,712 3,389 3,113 2,835 3,364 2,974 -10% 
    Non Residential 9,811 3,886 3,901 3,672 4,074 4,211 3,950 3,953 4% 
    Engineering 49,344 18,163 28,493 29,561 29,178 27,344 24,030 13,872 -25% 
    Total 89,969 32,883 41,548 42,107 43,347 42,642 39,485 27,368 -14% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,540 3,352 2,621 2,555 3,190 3,713 3,615 2,874 22% 
    Residential Renovations 1,891 2,064 1,788 1,579 1,422 1,276 1,494 1,301 -15% 
    Non Residential 1,726 1,943 1,879 1,711 1,862 1,895 1,754 1,729 -1% 
    Engineering 8,683 9,082 13,722 13,771 13,333 12,304 10,673 6,069 -29% 
    Total 15,840 16,441 20,009 19,616 19,807 19,187 17,537 11,973 -18% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 1805.98 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 57.50 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 38.54 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.053 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 802.10 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 25.54 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 17.12 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 636,772 711,182 842,941 994,867 1,056,976 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 1,129,768 1,225,126 1,454,848 1,708,580 1,738,422 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 35,266 45,815 61,829 89,076 78,074 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 642,277 713,517 842,149 984,330 1,052,959 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 1,158,874 1,252,709 1,466,606 1,702,147 1,751,770 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 35,859 46,705 61,833 87,230 77,549 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.1 33.1 33.2 33.0 31.6 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.2 37.4 42.5 52.1 44.9 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 33.8 33.5 33.3 32.0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 30.9 37.3 42.2 51.2 44.3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 7,898 8,179 7,215 6,329 7,620 7,632 7,498 6,471 5,816 6,752 

B Mining 13,305 16,478 29,699 45,877 47,575 9,071 10,961 20,734 33,638 30,525 

C Manufacturing 66,316 71,654 87,364 81,312 72,164 66,411 71,200 86,635 79,533 70,037 

D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 6,020 6,895 9,016 11,811 12,270 6,151 7,076 9,387 12,328 12,298 

E Construction 47,073 54,861 80,312 104,493 111,449 47,587 55,057 80,198 100,221 106,105 

F Wholesale Trade 35,031 33,154 37,703 38,692 40,726 35,867 33,930 38,582 39,551 42,222 

G Retail Trade 74,389 90,467 94,401 101,487 112,754 76,108 92,033 95,907 102,923 114,059 

H Accommodation & Food Services 44,155 51,984 46,996 58,010 65,207 44,396 52,028 46,868 56,915 64,405 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 28,999 30,658 37,196 45,720 48,350 29,565 31,227 38,038 46,493 49,298 

J Information Media & Telecoms 14,064 13,621 12,692 12,319 13,115 14,376 13,909 13,033 12,627 13,831 

K Financial & Insurance Services 24,791 24,001 29,176 30,681 32,339 25,032 24,281 29,628 31,142 33,526 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 13,125 14,855 17,747 19,174 20,397 13,365 15,056 18,087 19,389 21,370 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 46,599 53,343 65,811 90,817 95,344 47,224 53,972 66,520 91,392 98,152 

N Administrative & Support Services 22,195 27,682 28,118 33,135 36,131 22,284 27,866 28,239 32,805 36,636 

O Public Administration & Safety 35,803 40,634 58,246 68,192 71,756 36,509 41,991 59,809 70,027 76,525 

P Education & Training 50,735 55,911 66,673 83,982 91,790 52,202 56,989 67,533 85,100 96,456 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 64,347 74,653 89,291 107,015 117,537 65,709 75,663 90,429 108,051 119,764 

R Arts & Recreation Services 11,677 12,637 11,508 15,041 16,581 11,664 12,663 11,685 15,101 16,698 

S Other Services 30,251 29,516 33,775 40,783 43,872 31,124 30,118 34,369 41,275 44,300 

Z TOTAL 636,772 711,182 842,941 994,867 1,056,976 642,277 713,517 842,149 984,330 1,052,959 

Z1 Hi Tech 68,879 75,965 94,169 119,191 121,285 69,945 77,042 95,536 120,231 124,055 

Z2 Hi Income 95,576 106,141 141,489 186,461 195,569 92,240 101,592 133,730 175,106 182,879 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 126,760 143,200 167,472 206,037 225,908 129,574 145,315 169,646 208,253 232,918 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 0.1 1.4 3.8 0.1 0.0 -0.4 -0.3 -2.2 -0.1 -1.8 -4.1 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 -0.1 0.7 0.9 0.0 -0.1 -0.6 -0.7 0.0 0.0 -1.3 -1.6 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.1 2.2 4.8 -0.1 0.0 -1.1 -1.0 -1.7 0.1 -3.3 -5.8 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 50,932 54,240 56,836 60,229 63,455 64,395 66,741 70,092 73,310 76,454 75,843 76,140 77,903 4.0% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 30,687 32,117 32,959 33,878 34,546 33,925 34,334 35,046 35,304 35,617 34,656 34,260 34,600 1.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 5 5 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 3 5 5 5 n/a 
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Northern Australia comprises the seven Australian regions which lie 
substantially north of the Tropic of Capricorn - in WA Pilbara Kimberley, in 
the NT Lingiari and Darwin and in Queensland Fitzroy Central West, 
Mackay, Townsville North West and Far North Torres. These combined 
regions account for not far short of half the land area of Australia and are 
bounded to the west, north and east by the coast. From an economic point 
of view the Tropic of Capricorn is an arbitrary line, but it serves as a 
southern boundary for the part of the country with a strongly monsoonal, 
tropical climate. 

 

Major centres: 

Darwin, Cairns, Townsville, Rockhampton 

LABOUR FORCE 

 Number ('000s) Percentage Change %p.a. growth 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Population 1,283 1,311 1,323 1,330 1,333 1,330 2.2% 0.9% 0.5% 0.2% -0.2% 1.2% 0.0% 
No. Households 1,283 1,311 1,323 1,330 1,333 1,330 2.2% 0.9% 0.5% 0.2% -0.2% 1.2% 0.0% 
NIEIR Workforce 732 736 748 746 746 751 0.5% 1.7% -0.2% 0.0% 0.7% 0.6% 0.3% 
NIEIR Employment 674 678 687 683 680 676 0.7% 1.3% -0.5% -0.5% -0.6% 0.5% -0.6% 
NIEIR Unemployment 58.4 57.7 61.0 62.9 66.2 75.2 -1.2% 5.7% 3.1% 5.3% 13.5% 2.5% 9.3% 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER EMPLOYMENT 

 Percentage Percentage Point Change 
Average % Point 

Change pa 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

to 2013 
2013 

to 2014 
2014 

to 2015 
2015 

to 2016 
2016 

to 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

NIEIR U/E Rate 8.0% 7.8% 8.2% 8.4% 8.9% 10.0% -0.1 0.3 0.3 0.5 1.1 0.2 0.8 
Headline U/E Rate 5.4% 5.4% 5.9% 6.2% 7.0% 8.3% n/a 0.5 0.3 0.8 1.3 0.3 1.1 
NIEIR Structural U/E Rate 9.4% 9.4% 9.8% 10.0% 9.7% 9.7% 0.0 0.4 0.2 -0.3 0.0 0.2 -0.2 
Social Security Takeup 12.9% 13.1% 13.7% 14.4% 14.8% 15.0% 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.3 
Hours Per Week (1) 27.5 27.0 27.3 26.9 26.8 26.9 -0.4 0.3 -0.4 -0.1 0.1 -0.2 0.0 
Not Employed Share (1) 23.7% 24.7% 24.2% 24.6% 24.8% 24.4% 1.0 -0.6 0.4 0.2 -0.4 0.3 -0.1 
Not In Employment (1) 27.7% 28.9% 28.2% 29.2% 29.4% 29.1% 1.2 -0.7 0.9 0.3 -0.3 0.5 0.0 
Note: (1) Relative to Working Age Population, Not in Employment is based on FTE. 

 

INCOME FLOWS & PRODUCTIVITY 

 Level $m cvm Per Capita $cvm 
%p.a. Growth 

of Level 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
2012 

-2015 
2015 

-2017 

Wages/Salaries 44,073 44,941 45,550 45,356 44,675 44,509 34,354 34,277 34,418 34,101 33,513 33,466 1.0% -0.9% 

Taxes Paid 10,588 11,143 11,225 11,799 11,857 12,037 8,253 8,499 8,482 8,871 8,895 9,050 3.7% 1.0% 

Benefits 5,745 5,656 6,002 6,348 6,599 6,802 4,478 4,314 4,535 4,773 4,950 5,115 3.4% 3.5% 

Business Income 7,241 5,920 4,940 5,259 5,543 6,112 5,644 4,515 3,733 3,954 4,158 4,596 -10.1% 7.8% 

Interest Paid 5,455 4,678 4,028 3,718 3,660 3,657 4,252 3,568 3,043 2,795 2,745 2,750 -12.0% -0.8% 

Property Income 7,473 7,157 7,065 7,130 7,209 7,393 5,825 5,459 5,338 5,361 5,408 5,559 -1.6% 1.8% 

Disposable Income 61,080 60,481 61,223 61,902 61,527 62,470 47,612 46,129 46,261 46,542 46,155 46,971 0.4% 0.5% 

    Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   

Resident GRP (Local) 72,576 72,561 71,630 68,612 64,807 62,444 82,198 80,558 79,097 75,727 71,704 69,833 -1.9% -4.6% 

    Rank 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4   

Industry GRP (Local) 76,122 77,617 76,883 74,920 70,100 67,652 107,988 109,026 106,207 103,795 97,120 93,684 -0.5% -5.0% 

    Rank 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4   

Headline GRP 121,851 131,698 140,463 146,334 153,825 154,454 172,860 184,992 194,038 202,733 213,117 213,887 6.3% 2.7% 
Note: (1) All years stated above are fiscal year ending. 
           (2) Figures for wages/salaries include superannuation supplements. 
           (3) Figures for disposable income (less depreciation expense) include imputed income from ownership of dwellings. 
           (4) Figures for Resident GRP (Local) are per working age population and figures for Industry GRP (Local) are per industry employee.  Both are at Factor Cost. 
           (5) $m cvm = $ million chain volume measure, which is flows of constant 2014-2015 value converted from current values by the ABS using their chain volume methodology. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

 % Pop 
Australian 

Average 
Youth Allowance - Other (share of 16-21 
years) 9.6% 5.7% 
Youth Allowance - Student/Apprentice 
(share of 16-21 years) 3.6% 8.5% 
Newstart Allowance (share of 22-64 years) 8.3% 5.5% 
Disability, carer, widow and wife (share of 
41-64 years) 13.2% 14.4% 
Age pension (share of 65+) 61.6% 63.3% 

 

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income Share Rank 

2017 10.9 n/a 
2016 10.7 n/a 
2015 10.3 n/a 
2014 9.8 n/a 
2013 9.4 n/a 
2012 9.4 n/a 
2011 9.5 n/a 
2010 12.3 n/a 
2009 13.8 n/a 

 

POPULATION CHANGE 

 2002 2007 2012 2017 

Share of Population     
   Age  0-19 31.1% 29.6% 28.2% 27.4% 
   Age 20-29 14.7% 14.7% 15.5% 14.0% 
   Age 30-54 37.6% 37.0% 36.1% 35.3% 
   Age 55+   16.6% 18.6% 20.2% 23.3% 
Population Change 
(average between years)     
   Age  0-19  2,785 3,816 610 
   Age 20-29  2,859 5,807 -2,432 
   Age 30-54  6,026 6,997 1,134 
   Age 55+    7,961 8,651 10,120 
Average Annual Growth  1.8% 2.1% 0.7% 

 

 

PATENT APPLICATIONS 

 No Aust Avg Rank 

Annual average (2009-2017)    
    Patents 205.8 8,419.9 n/a 
    Hi Tech 17.2 979.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech 6.6 402.1 n/a 
    Engineering 22.9 813.0 n/a 
Patents p.a. per 100,000 people    
    Patents p.a. 15.5 34.4 n/a 
    Hi Tech p.a. 1.3 4.0 n/a 
    Info. Tech p.a. 0.5 1.6 n/a 
    Engineering p.a. 1.7 3.3 n/a 

 
Patent Applications per 100,000 residents 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Temperature (Avg (C)) 25 25 25 26 25 22 23 23 23 24 25 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Rainfall (mm) 883 962 1,121 987 1,490 1,001 835 918 715 847 938 
   Rank n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Note: Temperature is the average minimum and maximum for each day in the year. 

 

POPULATION 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Population 1,021 1,029 1,037 1,045 1,058 1,071 1,087 1,108 1,131 1,157 1,187 1,216 1,236 1,255 1,283 1,311 1,323 1,330 1333 1330 
 

Population Profile 
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HOUSEHOLD WEALTH & DEBT 

 Year Rank %Rank 1 
Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 2009 2014 2017 

Wealth per Household ($cvm '000s) 570 548 474 7 7 7 63.0% 50.8% 37.6% 
    Value of Property and Unincorporated Business 511 501 425 5 5 7 74.9% 58.5% 38.7% 
    Value of Financial Assets 284 283 282 7 7 7 58.4% 55.6% 59.1% 
    Value of Household Liabilities 225 236 233 4 5 6 85.4% 82.5% 74.2% 
    Disposable Income after Debt Service Costs 141 138 136 2 4 3 82.4% 74.9% 75.7% 
Household Debt Service Ratio 17% 16% 16% 5 5 6 81.8% 84.9% 77.2% 
Household Debt to Gross Income Ratio 1.37 1.48 1.49 5 5 6 81.7% 85.0% 75.9% 

 
 

HOUSING 

Housing Indicator 1991.3 1996.3 2001.3 2006.3 2011.2 2014.2 2017.2 
1996.3 

Rank 
2017.2 

Rank 

Annual 
Growth 

1996-
2017 

Average established dwelling price ($cmv '000s) 160.8 199.2 186.2 321.6 408.9 396.2 331.8 5 7 2.5% 
Avg adjusted household income per occupied dwelling 86110 86196 102257 125862 141481 130981 133559 3 2 2.1% 
Ratio of adjusted dwelling price to adjusted average 
household disposable income 2.2 2.6 1.9 2.7 3.0 3.1 2.7 6 7 0.2% 
Avg household income from labour market catchment 49217 57634 66126 79618 88731 86437 74802 4 5 1.3% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on established dwellings 
to average household catchment income 35.2% 30.8% 20.5% 31.5% 36.8% 29.9% 27.6% 5 7 -0.5% 
Ratio of average mortgage costs on new dwellings to 
average household catchment income 88.7% 60.5% 42.2% 42.0% 45.9% 37.1% 38.4% 4 5 -2.2% 
Share of flats in dwelling stock 13.5% 12.4% 12.6% 12.7% 12.8% 13.2% 13.7% 3 5 0.5% 
Ratio of houses in new dwelling approvals na 74.3% 78.3% 72.3% 79.1% 74.7% 81.7% 3 1 0.5% 
Adults per occupied dwelling 2.3 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.2 1 1 0.0% 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
2008 

-2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage 
Increase 

2012-2014 
to 2015-2017 

Value $m cvm per annum          
    Residential New Construction 11,074 3,065 3,330 3,899 3,893 2,787 2,071 1,518 -43% 
    Residential Renovations 5,201 2,190 1,967 1,460 1,463 1,472 1,644 1,614 -3% 
    Non Residential 7,535 3,288 3,981 4,424 3,956 2,547 2,200 1,843 -47% 
    Engineering 36,645 14,916 24,366 30,672 31,780 28,399 21,645 16,589 -23% 
    Total 60,455 23,460 33,645 40,454 41,091 35,205 27,561 21,564 -27% 
Value per capita $cvm          
    Residential New Construction 3,047 2,443 2,596 2,973 2,941 2,095 1,553 1,142 -44% 
    Residential Renovations 1,429 1,746 1,533 1,114 1,105 1,106 1,234 1,213 -5% 
    Non Residential 2,068 2,621 3,104 3,374 2,989 1,915 1,650 1,386 -48% 
    Engineering 10,060 11,890 18,993 23,394 24,014 21,352 16,237 12,473 -25% 
    Total 16,604 18,700 26,226 30,855 31,049 26,469 20,675 16,214 -28% 
Rank (value per capita)          
Note: (1) Percentage increase represents the increase (or decrease) of the last three years average when compared to the average of the three years prior to those. 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES AND GRANTS 

 
Region 
(2016) 

Australia 
(2016) Rank 

Rates ($m cvm) 1159.70 17043.0 n/a 
General Purpose Grants ($m cvm) 194.95 1584.2 n/a 
Roads Grants ($m cvm) 73.18 689.2 n/a 
All Grants to Rates Ratio 0.231 0.133 n/a 
Rates per Population 869.96 706.4 n/a 
General Purpose Grants per Population 146.24 65.7 n/a 
Roads Grants per Population 54.90 28.6 n/a 

 

Construction Value by Type 
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EMPLOYED, HOURS WORKED AND INCOME (UR=Place of Residence, POW=Place of Work) 

Indicator 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 
1997 
Rank 

2002 
Rank 

2007 
Rank 

2012 
Rank 

2017 
Rank 

UR Emp 498,865 513,379 599,388 675,359 674,435 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Hours (1000 hours) 901,355 915,350 1,098,541 1,255,770 1,251,666 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Income ($m cvm) 28,755 34,224 46,236 57,858 47,622 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Emp 502,009 520,033 609,025 704,912 722,128 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Hours (1000 hours) 900,193 917,940 1,109,770 1,304,768 1,332,403 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Income ($m cvm) 29,049 34,576 46,978 61,405 52,830 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.7 34.3 35.2 35.8 35.7 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
UR Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 31.9 37.4 42.1 46.1 38.0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Weekly Hours / Emp 34.5 33.9 35.0 35.6 35.5 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
POW Avg Hourly Rate / Emp ($cvm) 32.3 37.7 42.3 47.1 39.7 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 

  Place of Residence (UR) Employment Place of Work (POW) Employment 

  1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 

A Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 36,336 35,729 32,292 27,377 27,618 36,008 36,112 32,629 27,831 28,383 

B Mining 28,671 23,553 38,926 56,044 56,367 32,108 27,691 46,458 71,696 81,852 

C Manufacturing 35,447 35,684 46,266 43,680 34,262 36,205 36,060 45,555 44,320 42,410 

D Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 5,513 6,394 7,975 10,221 10,296 5,536 6,368 7,816 10,104 12,233 

E Construction 34,888 34,120 56,165 70,821 60,460 36,445 36,368 59,702 79,936 71,279 

F Wholesale Trade 18,391 18,601 18,442 18,998 19,094 18,173 18,430 18,060 18,825 18,827 

G Retail Trade 51,154 57,306 60,149 60,687 63,444 49,749 56,425 59,588 60,343 62,393 

H Accommodation & Food Services 43,351 45,121 43,145 47,604 50,136 42,944 45,503 44,002 49,381 52,595 

I Transport, Postal & Warehousing 27,689 28,709 33,988 38,885 39,569 28,075 28,945 33,863 39,735 40,492 

J Information Media & Telecoms 7,494 6,578 6,450 6,122 6,296 7,489 6,547 6,341 6,071 6,116 

K Financial & Insurance Services 9,326 8,168 9,342 9,112 9,289 9,241 8,071 9,222 8,975 8,942 

L Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 7,727 7,849 10,485 11,528 11,838 7,593 8,022 10,397 11,586 11,727 

M Prof, Scientific & Technical Services 18,963 19,601 23,176 29,917 30,883 19,158 19,836 23,469 30,971 31,760 

N Administrative & Support Services 13,357 16,765 17,104 20,271 21,091 13,195 16,612 17,072 21,172 22,000 

O Public Administration & Safety 47,189 55,469 65,522 68,324 71,546 48,304 55,166 65,500 68,205 70,175 

P Education & Training 38,260 41,868 45,515 52,090 54,667 37,720 41,379 45,183 51,543 53,101 

Q Health Care & Social Assistance 46,845 44,617 54,656 65,394 67,765 46,145 45,387 54,557 65,548 67,525 

R Arts & Recreation Services 7,853 7,369 7,048 8,684 9,286 7,674 7,355 6,942 8,679 9,316 

S Other Services 20,412 19,877 22,743 29,597 30,528 20,248 19,755 22,670 29,992 31,002 

Z TOTAL 498,865 513,379 599,388 675,359 674,435 502,009 520,033 609,025 704,912 722,128 

Z1 Hi Tech 28,697 28,479 34,757 42,908 40,912 28,854 28,692 34,798 44,118 43,236 

Z2 Hi Income 64,216 59,205 80,784 105,828 107,585 67,761 63,509 88,551 122,998 134,089 

Z3 Infrastructure Services 92,959 93,853 107,218 126,168 131,718 91,538 94,122 106,681 125,769 129,942 
 
 
 

SHIFT SHARE DECOMPOSITION OF RESIDENT EMPLOYMENT, HOURS AND INCOME 

 2001-2009 2009-2017 Change in shift 2009-2017 : 2001-2009 
 Percent Percent Percent 

Indicator 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
National 

Shift 
Industry 

Shift 
Regional 

Shift 
Total 

Change 
Hourly Rate 2.3 -0.1 0.6 2.9 0.1 -0.1 -1.5 -1.5 -2.2 0.0 -2.1 -4.4 
Hours Worked p.a. 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.2 0.0 -0.1 0.0 -0.1 0.0 0.0 -0.8 -1.2 
Income p.a. 1.6 -0.2 1.6 4.1 -0.1 -0.4 -1.3 -1.6 -1.7 -0.2 -2.9 -5.7 

 
 
 

CONSUMPTION 

Indicator 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Growth 

Consumption ($m cvm) 27,639 30,241 32,623 35,805 39,005 39,276 39,034 39,475 40,749 42,209 42,555 42,031 42,768 4.1% 
  - Per Cap ($cvm) 25,435 27,301 28,844 30,959 32,859 32,291 31,585 31,465 31,763 32,193 32,155 31,602 32,083 2.0% 
  - Per Cap Rank 7 7 7 7 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 n/a 
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APPENDIX 3 

 

CORE INDICATORS IN REGION ORDER 
 

For convenient inter-regional comparison, core indicators from Appendix 1 
are presented here in region order.  A table of wealth per household by 

region is also appended. 
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Table A3.1(a) Snapshot indicators – for value added at factor cost ($2014-15 prices) 

 Value added Value added per working age population 

 Average annual 
growth (%) 

Rank of growth 
(out of 67) 

Average annual 
growth (%) 

Rank of growth 
(out of 67) 

Region 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 

Sydney Metropolitan Core 3.3 3.8 22 5 0.7 1.4 30 19 

Sydney Eastern Shores 2.4 4.2 35 4 1.5 1.7 8 15 

Sydney Mid West 1.0 1.9 51 24 0.8 1.0 26 39 

Sydney Near West 1.7 1.4 44 39 0.5 0.9 39 41 

Sydney Outer Northern Shores 0.9 2.3 52 15 0.6 1.2 32 28 

Sydney Outer South West 2.1 2.6 38 11 0.6 0.8 34 43 

Sydney Outer West 1.5 2.6 47 10 0.2 1.1 46 34 

Sydney Parramatta Ryde 2.9 2.2 28 18 1.0 1.3 19 24 

Sydney South East 0.5 2.0 59 22 0.1 0.8 48 42 

NSW Central Coast 0.7 0.8 58 56 -1.1 0.2 61 60 

NSW Central West 0.7 1.6 56 35 -0.5 1.3 59 23 

NSW Coastal Hunter 2.4 1.2 34 45 0.2 0.8 47 44 

NSW Illawarra 1.5 1.9 46 26 0.4 0.6 41 49 

NSW Inland Hunter 3.5 0.9 18 54 0.5 0.3 40 59 

NSW Murray Far West -0.7 0.4 67 62 -1.2 1.3 63 25 

NSW Murrumbidgee -0.6 0.7 64 58 -1.1 1.0 62 35 

NSW North Coast 1.6 1.3 45 40 -0.3 0.6 55 50 

NSW Northern Inland -0.4 1.1 63 48 -1.3 1.8 64 12 

NSW Northern Rivers 2.0 0.7 39 57 -0.1 1.0 52 36 

NSW Orana 0.4 0.9 60 52 -0.2 1.1 53 33 

NSW Southern Tablelands 0.9 1.1 54 46 0.3 1.4 45 20 

NSW South Coast 1.4 1.1 48 47 -0.5 1.7 58 14 

Melbourne City 6.2 3.0 5 8 1.4 1.0 13 37 

Melbourne Eastern Inner 2.6 2.2 31 19 1.3 1.2 15 29 

Melbourne Eastern Outer 1.8 1.7 42 30 1.0 1.2 20 27 

Melbourne Northern Inner 3.1 1.5 27 37 1.3 0.5 14 54 

Melbourne Northern Outer 4.1 3.1 13 7 1.5 0.1 10 62 

Melbourne Southern Inner 2.4 1.5 36 38 0.8 0.5 24 52 

Melbourne Southern Outer 3.2 2.6 23 13 0.5 0.5 37 55 

Melbourne Western 4.1 2.7 14 9 0.9 -0.3 22 64 

VIC Geelong 2.7 1.5 29 36 0.6 0.2 36 61 

VIC Gippsland -0.7 1.3 66 41 -2.5 1.9 67 10 

VIC Grampians 0.7 2.1 57 20 -0.6 1.4 60 18 

VIC Hume 0.9 1.9 53 27 -0.3 1.3 54 21 

VIC Loddon Mallee -0.3 1.7 62 31 -1.4 1.9 65 9 

VIC South West 1.0 2.0 50 21 -0.3 2.0 56 7 

SEQ Brisbane City 4.7 2.0 8 23 1.0 1.1 21 31 

SEQ Gold Coast 4.2 2.3 12 16 0.7 1.0 29 38 

SEQ West Moreton 4.5 1.6 10 34 1.6 0.4 7 57 

SEQ Logan Redland 3.4 1.2 20 44 0.6 1.2 33 30 

SEQ Moreton Bay 4.6 1.9 9 25 1.1 0.7 18 45 

SEQ Sunshine Coast 4.4 2.2 11 17 0.7 1.3 27 26 

 



National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18     (A.303) 303 

Table A3.1(a) Snapshot indicators – for value added at factor cost ($2014-15 prices) – continued 

 Value added Value added per working age population 

 Average annual 
growth (%) 

Rank of growth 
(out of 67) 

Average annual 
growth (%) 

Rank of growth 
(out of 67) 

Region 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 

QLD Darling Downs South West 1.7 1.9 43 28 0.1 1.9 49 8 

QLD Far North Torres 3.1 1.0 25 51 0.9 1.5 23 17 

QLD Fitzroy Central West 3.3 2.6 21 12 0.8 2.4 25 4 

QLD Mackay 5.4 4.4 6 3 1.2 3.9 17 2 

QLD Townsville North West 2.5 0.8 32 55 0.3 1.8 44 11 

QLD Wide Bay Burnett 2.7 0.9 30 53 0.6 1.3 35 22 

Adelaide South 3.6 1.7 17 33 1.5 1.1 9 32 

Adelaide North 3.8 0.6 16 60 2.0 0.3 5 58 

SA East 0.9 0.4 55 63 0.5 0.6 38 48 

SA Far North and West 1.8 1.7 41 32 0.1 1.8 50 13 

SA Fleurieu 3.2 1.0 24 49 1.4 0.6 12 46 

SA North -0.6 0.6 65 59 -1.9 0.5 66 53 

Perth Central 6.4 0.3 4 64 3.5 -1.2 2 66 

Perth Outer North 6.7 0.4 3 61 3.4 -1.1 3 65 

Perth Outer South 7.1 -0.3 1 67 3.8 -1.9 1 67 

WA Gascoyne Goldfields 1.9 3.6 40 6 0.4 3.7 42 3 

WA Peel South West 5.3 1.0 7 50 2.1 -0.1 4 63 

WA Pilbara Kimberley 7.0 8.9 2 1 0.7 5.0 28 1 

WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 0.2 1.3 61 43 0.0 2.2 51 6 

TAS Hobart South 2.4 1.3 33 42 0.6 0.5 31 51 

TAS North 1.3 -0.1 49 66 -0.4 0.9 57 40 

TAS North West 3.5 0.2 19 65 1.9 0.6 6 47 

NT Darwin 4.0 5.0 15 2 1.4 2.2 11 5 

NT Lingiari 2.1 1.9 37 29 0.4 0.5 43 56 

ACT 3.1 2.4 26 14 1.2 1.7 16 16 

         

Australia 3.0 2.2 – – 0.9 1.2 – – 

         

Sydney Metro 2.1 2.9 – – 0.9 1.3 – – 

Melbourne Metro 3.8 2.4 – – 1.3 0.7 – – 

Brisbane Metro 4.6 1.9 – – 1.0 1.0 – – 

Adelaide Metro 3.2 1.2 – – 1.3 0.8 – – 

Perth Metro 6.4 0.3 – – 3.4 -1.2 – – 

Northern Australia 4.4 4.8 – – 1.4 4.1 – – 
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Table A3.1(b) Snapshot indicators – for value added at factor cost ($2014-15 prices) – continued 

 Value added 

 Share of national (%) $ per hour worked 
Annual change 

$/hour (%) 

Region 2001 2011 2017 2001 2011 2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 

Sydney Metropolitan Core 8.0 8.2 9.2 77.9 87.3 98.4 0.7 1.4 

Sydney Eastern Shores 2.5 2.3 2.7 54.3 65.5 75.6 1.5 1.7 

Sydney Mid West 3.9 3.2 3.1 48.3 55.4 60.8 0.8 1.0 

Sydney Near West 2.6 2.3 2.2 55.0 60.9 66.9 0.5 0.9 

Sydney Outer Northern Shores 4.1 3.3 3.4 56.9 62.5 68.7 0.6 1.2 

Sydney Outer South West 1.2 1.1 1.1 52.0 56.3 62.3 0.6 0.8 

Sydney Outer West 1.9 1.6 1.7 53.0 56.8 61.4 0.2 1.1 

Sydney Parramatta Ryde 2.6 2.6 2.6 62.3 73.2 81.8 1.0 1.3 

Sydney South East 1.6 1.2 1.2 58.6 62.3 66.3 0.1 0.8 

NSW Central Coast 1.8 1.4 1.3 54.6 54.1 58.5 -1.1 0.2 

NSW Central West 0.8 0.6 0.6 59.6 58.0 62.3 -0.5 1.3 

NSW Coastal Hunter 1.6 1.5 1.4 57.7 61.0 65.4 0.2 0.8 

NSW Illawarra 0.9 0.7 0.7 50.8 55.5 60.0 0.4 0.6 

NSW Inland Hunter 0.7 0.7 0.6 61.9 65.9 67.7 0.5 0.3 

NSW Murray Far West 0.7 0.5 0.5 56.8 52.1 53.3 -1.2 1.3 

NSW Murrumbidgee 0.9 0.6 0.6 59.0 54.5 57.1 -1.1 1.0 

NSW North Coast 1.2 1.1 1.0 50.7 52.9 58.4 -0.3 0.6 

NSW Northern Inland 0.9 0.7 0.6 57.0 51.3 55.9 -1.3 1.8 

NSW Northern Rivers 0.7 0.7 0.6 47.8 51.1 54.6 -0.1 1.0 

NSW Orana 0.7 0.6 0.5 54.8 54.0 57.9 -0.2 1.1 

NSW Southern Tablelands 1.1 0.9 0.8 52.8 55.4 59.4 0.3 1.4 

NSW South Coast 0.5 0.4 0.4 53.2 53.4 57.5 -0.5 1.7 

Melbourne City 3.8 5.1 5.4 66.6 80.3 88.5 1.4 1.0 

Melbourne Eastern Inner 2.1 2.0 2.0 49.5 58.7 63.9 1.3 1.2 

Melbourne Eastern Outer 1.3 1.2 1.1 43.0 49.4 52.0 1.0 1.2 

Melbourne Northern Inner 1.6 1.6 1.5 45.6 54.4 58.0 1.3 0.5 

Melbourne Northern Outer 1.0 1.1 1.1 43.4 52.3 55.5 1.5 0.1 

Melbourne Southern Inner 3.2 3.0 2.9 50.7 57.4 60.1 0.8 0.5 

Melbourne Southern Outer 1.1 1.1 1.1 45.6 48.9 52.3 0.5 0.5 

Melbourne Western 1.7 1.8 1.9 46.8 53.4 56.1 0.9 -0.3 

VIC Geelong 0.6 0.6 0.6 47.2 52.7 54.9 0.6 0.2 

VIC Gippsland 1.6 1.1 1.1 100.4 79.8 84.7 -2.5 1.9 

VIC Grampians 0.7 0.6 0.6 54.3 51.5 55.8 -0.6 1.4 

VIC Hume 1.0 0.8 0.8 52.6 51.9 56.7 -0.3 1.3 

VIC Loddon Mallee 1.2 0.8 0.8 57.7 52.0 56.1 -1.4 1.9 

VIC South West 0.6 0.5 0.5 55.4 55.9 62.5 -0.3 2.0 

SEQ Brisbane City 5.8 6.8 6.7 56.6 64.8 71.1 1.0 1.1 

SEQ Gold Coast 1.5 1.6 1.6 46.4 54.2 60.2 0.7 1.0 

SEQ West Moreton 0.6 0.7 0.7 49.4 59.2 65.2 1.6 0.4 

SEQ Logan Redland 0.8 0.9 0.8 45.6 50.2 54.5 0.6 1.2 

SEQ Moreton Bay 0.6 0.7 0.7 45.8 52.3 57.6 1.1 0.7 

SEQ Sunshine Coast 0.7 0.8 0.8 45.6 52.5 58.0 0.7 1.3 
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Table A3.1(b) Snapshot indicators – for value added at factor cost ($2014-15 prices) – continued 

 Value added 

 Share of national (%) $ per hour worked 
Annual change 

$/hour (%) 

Region 2001 2011 2017 2001 2011 2017 
2001 to 

2011 
2011 to 

2017 

QLD Darling Downs South West 1.1 1.0 0.9 55.0 55.4 62.4 0.1 1.9 

QLD Far North Torres 0.9 0.9 0.8 46.4 54.0 58.3 0.9 1.5 

QLD Fitzroy Central West 1.1 1.1 1.1 63.5 65.8 77.6 0.8 2.4 

QLD Mackay 0.8 1.0 1.1 62.2 67.7 89.0 1.2 3.9 

QLD Townsville North West 1.4 1.3 1.2 70.0 71.6 75.7 0.3 1.8 

QLD Wide Bay Burnett 0.7 0.7 0.6 47.7 53.1 58.0 0.6 1.3 

Adelaide South 2.7 2.8 2.7 49.3 60.8 66.5 1.5 1.1 

Adelaide North 1.5 1.6 1.4 42.2 53.6 56.6 2.0 0.3 

SA East 0.6 0.5 0.4 53.6 57.6 60.9 0.5 0.6 

SA Far North and West 0.5 0.5 0.5 82.0 80.0 92.0 0.1 1.8 

SA Fleurieu 0.3 0.3 0.2 48.0 57.4 62.7 1.4 0.6 

SA North 0.6 0.4 0.4 69.5 57.8 60.6 -1.9 0.5 

Perth Central 4.1 5.7 5.0 52.7 77.2 72.0 3.5 -1.2 

Perth Outer North 1.0 1.4 1.2 40.3 57.7 56.1 3.4 -1.1 

Perth Outer South 1.1 1.6 1.3 46.7 68.2 63.3 3.8 -1.9 

WA Gascoyne Goldfields 1.2 1.0 1.2 106.8 106.1 132.9 0.4 3.7 

WA Peel South West 0.8 1.0 0.9 56.8 70.6 72.4 2.1 -0.1 

WA Pilbara Kimberley 1.7 2.5 3.9 216.3 209.5 292.5 0.7 5.0 

WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 0.7 0.5 0.5 64.8 64.6 67.4 0.0 2.2 

TAS Hobart South 0.9 0.8 0.8 50.6 56.6 59.7 0.6 0.5 

TAS North 0.5 0.4 0.4 54.5 55.0 57.8 -0.4 0.9 

TAS North West 0.3 0.4 0.3 44.9 55.7 58.1 1.9 0.6 

NT Darwin 0.6 0.6 0.8 53.4 61.0 73.1 1.4 2.2 

NT Lingiari 0.6 0.5 0.5 79.0 77.7 81.8 0.4 0.5 

ACT 2.2 2.2 2.2 65.9 75.1 86.2 1.2 1.7 

         

Australia 100.0 100.0 100.0 56.2 64.0 70.5 0.9 1.2 

         

Sydney Metro 28.3 25.9 27.1 59.5 67.9 76.0 0.9 1.3 

Melbourne Metro 15.7 16.9 17.1 50.7 60.2 64.7 1.3 0.7 

Brisbane Metro 7.8 9.1 8.9 53.6 61.5 67.5 1.0 1.0 

Adelaide Metro 5.0 5.1 4.8 48.4 58.0 62.6 1.3 0.8 

Perth Metro 7.0 9.7 8.5 50.0 71.5 67.8 3.4 -1.2 

Northern Australia 2.2 2.2 2.2 74.1 83.5 108.3 1.4 4.1 
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Table A3.2 Snapshot indicators – for GRP measures at factor cost ($2013 prices) 

 

Local area GRP (industry) at 
factor cost share of value added 

(%) 

Local area GRP (resident) at 
factor cost share of local area 
GRP (industry) at factor cost 

(%) 

Value added less 
local area GRP 

(industry) at factor 
cost ($ billion) 

Region 2001 2011 2017 2001 2011 2017 2001 2017 

Sydney Metropolitan Core 59.8 67.7 63.4 32.1 33.1 31.2 31.2 51.2 

Sydney Eastern Shores 69.4 76.7 72.6 110.0 114.4 105.0 7.4 11.2 

Sydney Mid West 72.3 77.8 78.2 105.6 116.6 119.2 10.6 10.4 

Sydney Near West 68.9 76.8 75.8 143.5 167.1 176.8 7.9 8.0 

Sydney Outer Northern Shores 70.8 79.3 78.1 159.3 169.8 172.2 11.6 11.2 

Sydney Outer South West 65.3 76.2 75.0 144.3 142.5 143.8 4.0 4.3 

Sydney Outer West 66.9 76.2 77.8 144.3 147.1 140.7 6.1 5.6 

Sydney Parramatta Ryde 67.6 69.4 66.3 66.6 66.8 70.5 8.3 13.5 

Sydney South East 60.6 73.3 72.3 172.5 182.0 188.6 6.1 5.2 

NSW Central Coast 65.0 77.7 77.9 137.5 141.7 152.9 6.1 4.3 

NSW Central West 62.9 67.2 71.7 105.3 103.8 104.6 2.8 2.6 

NSW Coastal Hunter 65.1 74.6 73.7 104.3 101.6 107.2 5.3 5.5 

NSW Illawarra 69.5 80.8 79.0 120.5 124.3 128.0 2.6 2.3 

NSW Inland Hunter 57.3 63.8 67.5 114.3 111.0 113.2 2.8 3.2 

NSW Murray Far West 70.5 70.2 75.0 110.9 110.0 116.6 2.1 1.7 

NSW Murrumbidgee 69.8 72.1 76.7 105.3 104.4 108.1 2.7 2.0 

NSW North Coast 64.1 72.4 71.6 107.9 108.7 115.6 4.3 4.4 

NSW Northern Inland 72.6 76.1 78.8 104.2 103.6 109.1 2.4 2.0 

NSW Northern Rivers 66.2 76.9 77.8 111.2 111.1 119.6 2.5 2.1 

NSW Orana 65.9 70.2 73.7 102.9 104.0 110.4 2.4 2.1 

NSW Southern Tablelands 66.3 75.2 76.7 130.8 143.9 152.8 3.6 3.0 

NSW South Coast 63.9 75.6 76.0 109.4 108.3 113.9 1.6 1.3 

Melbourne City 62.2 64.2 53.6 10.3 12.2 12.1 13.9 38.0 

Melbourne Eastern Inner 72.5 76.2 67.2 100.2 99.8 99.1 5.7 10.2 

Melbourne Eastern Outer 69.7 78.3 71.0 154.8 158.0 159.0 3.9 5.1 

Melbourne Northern Inner 72.4 78.2 70.2 110.9 123.7 129.2 4.2 6.8 

Melbourne Northern Outer 67.8 72.6 65.2 118.8 119.6 112.3 3.1 6.1 

Melbourne Southern Inner 67.9 73.5 65.7 100.0 106.4 109.2 10.1 15.2 

Melbourne Southern Outer 68.7 78.1 70.1 175.4 177.8 174.0 3.2 5.1 

Melbourne Western 64.6 72.3 65.2 131.2 146.4 142.0 5.7 10.1 

VIC Geelong 68.5 75.4 68.8 109.5 114.1 117.5 1.9 2.7 

VIC Gippsland 34.7 50.1 44.0 107.9 107.6 111.7 10.3 9.1 

VIC Grampians 67.4 73.6 65.0 115.8 120.0 121.5 2.4 3.1 

VIC Hume 65.0 73.6 64.5 110.9 110.3 112.2 3.2 4.1 

VIC Loddon Mallee 66.0 71.9 63.6 111.7 117.1 119.3 3.9 4.6 

VIC South West 69.2 72.1 61.1 111.6 113.6 117.9 1.8 2.8 

SEQ Brisbane City 62.1 72.0 55.5 81.7 75.5 75.5 21.4 45.7 

SEQ Gold Coast 64.7 73.9 57.5 102.9 112.0 113.0 5.0 10.7 

SEQ West Moreton 61.9 68.8 52.6 124.9 133.3 135.7 2.3 5.1 

SEQ Logan Redland 66.2 79.7 63.6 158.4 166.2 168.2 2.7 4.5 

SEQ Moreton Bay 64.7 76.1 59.5 178.8 192.3 195.0 2.1 4.3 

SEQ Sunshine Coast 64.9 74.2 57.5 108.6 115.2 115.8 2.5 5.5 
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Table A3.2 Snapshot indicators – for GRP measures at factor cost ($2013 prices) – continued 

 

Local area GRP (industry) at 
factor cost share of value added 

(%) 

Local area GRP (resident) at 
factor cost share of local area 
GRP (industry) at factor cost 

(%) 

Value added less 
local area GRP 

(industry) at factor 
cost ($ billion) 

Region 2001 2011 2017 2001 2011 2017 2001 2017 

QLD Darling Downs South West 64.9 69.9 52.5 99.4 98.5 99.8 3.8 6.9 

QLD Far North Torres 62.2 71.3 56.1 105.0 104.5 108.1 3.2 5.5 

QLD Fitzroy Central West 55.1 69.1 47.1 99.3 98.1 97.2 4.7 9.2 

QLD Mackay 56.4 73.4 43.7 99.6 93.0 91.0 3.3 9.7 

QLD Townsville North West 48.9 59.5 48.5 100.3 102.1 102.1 6.9 9.4 

QLD Wide Bay Burnett 61.6 69.4 53.4 101.9 107.7 111.6 2.7 4.6 

Adelaide South 64.0 71.4 58.6 78.9 76.9 75.0 9.4 17.4 

Adelaide North 68.9 75.7 64.8 114.8 120.4 121.3 4.5 7.8 

SA East 77.3 69.4 57.0 102.4 103.1 104.6 1.3 2.7 

SA Far North and West 51.3 48.1 36.0 101.3 97.8 99.1 2.5 4.5 

SA Fleurieu 72.3 69.9 57.7 155.1 167.8 169.4 0.7 1.6 

SA North 73.5 68.1 57.3 111.5 124.2 122.1 1.5 2.4 

Perth Central 68.0 67.6 63.6 60.1 58.7 58.5 12.8 27.6 

Perth Outer North 73.8 80.7 73.8 168.9 168.5 167.2 2.5 4.9 

Perth Outer South 66.4 70.0 67.3 165.4 170.3 169.7 3.5 6.7 

WA Gascoyne Goldfields 35.6 47.8 32.4 93.8 90.9 94.8 7.3 11.9 

WA Peel South West 55.0 66.5 56.5 120.1 122.9 125.9 3.5 6.1 

WA Pilbara Kimberley 17.8 29.6 17.3 85.0 74.0 64.7 13.6 49.1 

WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 67.8 69.4 57.3 105.5 108.2 109.5 2.2 3.2 

TAS Hobart South 56.2 70.1 55.9 99.9 100.0 97.0 3.8 5.3 

TAS North 59.6 70.2 56.1 101.6 101.7 106.9 2.1 2.5 

TAS North West 55.3 68.8 55.7 100.4 101.2 103.0 1.5 2.1 

NT Darwin 68.4 73.5 59.1 104.8 108.5 95.7 1.7 4.7 

NT Lingiari 50.0 56.9 51.6 91.3 84.5 73.2 2.9 3.9 

ACT 70.4 86.6 68.9 91.5 93.2 89.9 6.3 10.5 

         

Australia 63.9 70.8 62.3 102.5 103.0 103.6 352.0 576.1 

         

Sydney Metro 66.3 73.4 70.9 103.1 105.5 104.6 93.1 120.7 

Melbourne Metro 67.5 71.9 63.1 95.7 96.2 96.4 49.9 96.6 

Brisbane Metro 62.7 72.8 56.3 101.3 98.7 99.2 28.5 59.5 

Adelaide Metro 67.0 72.4 60.3 98.3 99.2 97.9 16.1 29.1 

Perth Metro 67.1 69.8 64.9 98.7 101.7 101.0 22.3 45.3 

Northern Australia 148.6 200.8 155.9 99.1 95.0 90.1 -10.3 -18.9 
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Table A3.3 Snapshot indicators – investment and employment 

 
Change in 

value added 
to change in 
capital stock 

ratio 

Resident hours worked per working age 
population 

Working age social security take-
up rate (%) 

 Hours per annum 
Relative to 

national (%)   
Relative to 

national (%) 

Region 2001 to 2017 2001 2011 2017 2001 2017 2001 2017 2001 2017 

Sydney Metropolitan Core 1.01 1,421 1,383 1,380 103.7 101.1 8.0 7.5 60.8 57.1 

Sydney Eastern Shores 1.14 1,777 1,747 1,769 129.7 129.6 7.4 7.6 56.2 57.5 

Sydney Mid West 0.92 1,928 1,893 1,910 140.8 139.9 13.9 14.2 105.8 107.8 

Sydney Near West 0.75 2,950 2,934 2,956 215.3 216.5 8.8 8.6 67.0 65.6 

Sydney Outer Northern Shores 0.81 2,507 2,477 2,478 183.0 181.5 4.2 4.3 32.0 32.6 

Sydney Outer South West 0.84 1,180 1,177 1,177 86.2 86.2 12.8 13.0 97.3 98.2 

Sydney Outer West 0.87 1,255 1,241 1,251 91.6 91.6 12.7 12.7 96.2 96.6 

Sydney Parramatta Ryde 0.99 1,307 1,278 1,279 95.4 93.7 7.7 7.9 58.5 60.2 

Sydney South East 0.74 1,861 1,822 1,831 135.8 134.1 6.4 6.7 48.5 50.5 

NSW Central Coast 0.75 2,324 2,298 2,330 169.7 170.7 16.2 16.1 123.3 121.9 

NSW Central West 0.62 1,235 1,216 1,229 90.1 90.0 14.4 15.7 109.4 119.2 

NSW Coastal Hunter 0.64 1,100 1,086 1,099 80.3 80.5 17.7 17.8 134.5 134.5 

NSW Illawarra 0.80 1,110 1,112 1,124 81.0 82.4 14.7 15.0 111.9 113.7 

NSW Inland Hunter 0.64 1,155 1,133 1,154 84.3 84.6 16.6 16.7 126.3 126.5 

NSW Murray Far West 0.60 1,601 1,579 1,605 116.9 117.6 15.7 16.6 119.4 126.2 

NSW Murrumbidgee 0.55 1,565 1,552 1,576 114.2 115.4 12.3 13.3 93.3 100.7 

NSW North Coast 0.67 1,584 1,560 1,577 115.7 115.5 22.2 22.6 168.8 170.9 

NSW Northern Inland 0.77 1,421 1,396 1,414 103.7 103.6 15.5 17.3 117.8 131.3 

NSW Northern Rivers 0.78 1,031 1,017 1,031 75.3 75.5 22.8 23.2 173.5 175.6 

NSW Orana 0.74 1,743 1,726 1,761 127.2 129.0 17.2 18.9 130.9 143.5 

NSW Southern Tablelands 0.88 2,307 2,236 2,248 168.4 164.7 11.8 12.2 89.7 92.2 

NSW South Coast 0.77 1,003 988 1,007 73.2 73.8 20.0 19.7 152.2 149.3 

Melbourne City 0.85 1,094 1,037 1,051 79.9 77.0 11.3 9.2 85.8 69.7 

Melbourne Eastern Inner 0.80 1,267 1,244 1,246 92.5 91.3 7.1 7.1 53.8 53.5 

Melbourne Eastern Outer 0.74 1,276 1,268 1,267 93.1 92.8 8.3 8.6 63.3 64.9 

Melbourne Northern Inner 0.86 1,209 1,201 1,221 88.2 89.4 14.4 14.2 109.4 107.7 

Melbourne Northern Outer 0.98 1,168 1,150 1,151 85.3 84.3 12.6 13.0 95.7 98.5 

Melbourne Southern Inner 0.85 1,281 1,256 1,264 93.5 92.6 10.4 10.5 79.3 79.8 

Melbourne Southern Outer 0.81 1,242 1,220 1,222 90.6 89.5 11.7 11.7 89.1 88.8 

Melbourne Western 0.92 1,163 1,149 1,161 84.9 85.0 14.2 14.2 107.9 107.5 

VIC Geelong 0.80 1,136 1,125 1,131 82.9 82.8 14.9 14.7 113.1 111.1 

VIC Gippsland 0.53 1,128 1,111 1,125 82.4 82.4 16.1 15.8 122.7 120.0 

VIC Grampians 0.58 1,183 1,181 1,191 86.4 87.2 15.1 14.9 114.5 113.0 

VIC Hume 0.67 1,258 1,244 1,250 91.8 91.5 14.2 14.2 108.3 107.3 

VIC Loddon Mallee 0.54 1,218 1,210 1,217 88.9 89.1 15.2 15.4 115.2 116.8 

VIC South West 0.62 1,282 1,278 1,287 93.6 94.3 13.5 12.8 102.8 96.8 

SEQ Brisbane City 0.67 1,270 1,242 1,256 92.7 92.0 11.0 10.6 84.0 80.2 

SEQ Gold Coast 0.76 1,209 1,196 1,210 88.3 88.7 15.9 14.6 121.1 110.9 

SEQ West Moreton 0.53 1,164 1,154 1,179 85.0 86.4 17.9 18.1 136.2 137.0 

SEQ Logan Redland 0.78 1,210 1,197 1,220 88.3 89.4 16.0 15.3 121.5 115.6 

SEQ Moreton Bay 0.72 1,164 1,166 1,189 85.0 87.1 15.3 14.8 116.6 112.3 

SEQ Sunshine Coast 0.72 1,094 1,088 1,118 79.9 81.9 18.9 17.1 143.8 129.2 
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Table A3.3 Snapshot indicators – investment and employment (continued) 

 
Change in 

value added 
to change in 
capital stock 

ratio 

Resident hours worked per working age 
population 

Working age social security take-
up rate (%) 

 Hours per annum 
Relative to 

national (%)   
Relative to 

national (%) 

Region 2001 to 2017 2001 2011 2017 2001 2017 2001 2017 2001 2017 

QLD Darling Downs South West 0.48 1,300 1,290 1,320 94.9 96.7 13.5 14.7 102.3 111.8 

QLD Far North Torres 0.79 1,312 1,286 1,308 95.8 95.8 16.9 17.7 128.8 134.1 

QLD Fitzroy Central West 0.65 1,267 1,249 1,286 92.5 94.2 14.3 15.0 108.6 113.6 

QLD Mackay 0.59 1,321 1,289 1,334 96.4 97.7 15.1 14.5 114.6 109.6 

QLD Townsville North West 0.58 1,295 1,263 1,295 94.5 94.9 13.7 14.2 104.4 107.5 

QLD Wide Bay Burnett 0.64 1,062 1,046 1,068 77.5 78.3 22.2 22.8 168.4 172.7 

Adelaide South 0.79 1,215 1,189 1,219 88.7 89.3 12.9 12.6 98.1 95.8 

Adelaide North 0.78 1,103 1,093 1,131 80.5 82.9 17.8 17.4 135.3 132.0 

SA East 0.65 1,290 1,273 1,306 94.1 95.7 14.1 14.4 107.4 108.8 

SA Far North and West 0.56 1,138 1,116 1,150 83.0 84.2 17.7 18.8 134.3 142.6 

SA Fleurieu 0.74 1,214 1,191 1,219 88.6 89.3 11.3 11.0 85.6 83.0 

SA North 0.49 1,150 1,133 1,172 83.9 85.9 15.3 14.9 115.9 112.7 

Perth Central 0.59 1,251 1,232 1,246 91.3 91.3 11.9 11.6 90.4 87.7 

Perth Outer North 0.75 1,259 1,249 1,263 91.9 92.5 11.3 11.2 85.6 85.0 

Perth Outer South 0.63 1,208 1,200 1,221 88.2 89.5 12.8 12.5 97.1 94.7 

WA Gascoyne Goldfields 0.71 1,313 1,292 1,309 95.8 95.9 13.3 13.9 101.3 105.3 

WA Peel South West 0.43 1,182 1,187 1,204 86.3 88.2 14.5 14.3 109.9 108.1 

WA Pilbara Kimberley 0.41 1,350 1,297 1,308 98.5 95.8 13.1 14.7 99.7 111.3 

WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 0.51 1,323 1,304 1,319 96.5 96.6 12.9 12.9 97.8 97.6 

TAS Hobart South 0.81 1,113 1,088 1,102 81.2 80.7 18.7 18.6 141.9 140.7 

TAS North 0.65 1,093 1,077 1,089 79.7 79.8 17.6 18.1 133.5 137.0 

TAS North West 0.91 1,064 1,043 1,056 77.7 77.4 20.1 20.7 152.4 156.8 

NT Darwin 0.56 1,341 1,381 1,397 97.9 102.4 13.4 13.3 102.0 101.2 

NT Lingiari 0.39 1,064 1,115 1,151 77.7 84.3 19.7 25.8 149.8 195.8 

ACT 0.79 1,280 1,262 1,289 93.5 94.4 7.9 7.7 60.1 58.4 

           

Australia 0.73 1,370 1,351 1,365 100.0 100.0 13.2 13.2 100.0 100.0 

           

Sydney Metro 0.94 1,809 1,781 1,788 132.0 131.0 9.4 9.5 71.7 72.2 

Melbourne Metro 0.87 1,231 1,212 1,219 89.9 89.3 11.2 11.2 85.0 85.1 

Brisbane Metro 0.67 1,229 1,211 1,229 89.7 90.1 13.5 13.0 102.5 98.7 

Adelaide Metro 0.75 1,161 1,143 1,177 84.7 86.2 15.1 14.8 114.9 111.9 

Perth Metro 0.60 1,233 1,222 1,239 90.0 90.8 12.3 12.1 93.3 91.4 

Northern Australia 1.05 864 849 866 63.0 63.5 9.2 9.2 69.7 69.5 
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Table A3.4 Wealth per household – All regions (2015-16 $’000 prices) 

SOR name 2001 2006 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Sydney Metropolitan Core 1309.8 1448.1 1436.6 1402.9 1313.7 1383.0 1487.3 1643.8 1641.5 1389.1 

Sydney Eastern Shores 1344.6 1574.3 1598.6 1557.4 1457.0 1525.6 1669.1 1794.5 1830.1 1773.4 

Sydney Mid West 507.3 593.3 558.2 581.1 568.9 587.4 663.3 792.0 789.4 820.0 

Sydney Near West 905.3 1042.8 1041.7 1076.6 1052.6 1072.3 1216.6 1381.8 1370.1 1379.3 

Sydney Outer Northern Shores 1364.0 1561.7 1487.4 1468.6 1399.4 1462.0 1617.9 1759.9 1771.2 1952.8 

Sydney Outer South West 396.5 488.2 417.6 425.2 417.7 437.8 496.6 607.7 617.1 758.9 

Sydney Outer West 384.5 499.3 433.3 437.5 426.2 453.9 515.0 619.6 623.6 781.9 

Sydney Parramatta Ryde 916.4 1032.6 992.7 1000.2 963.5 1004.2 1119.3 1273.5 1270.2 1285.0 

Sydney South East 883.3 1015.1 954.0 981.1 966.5 1004.3 1102.9 1245.0 1268.1 1372.6 

NSW Central Coast 529.4 665.7 572.8 565.3 544.0 570.1 618.1 697.0 717.3 865.4 

NSW Central West 280.5 449.6 381.5 392.4 397.0 427.8 452.0 473.9 464.8 544.4 

NSW Coastal Hunter 409.0 615.5 570.2 579.1 566.7 600.6 649.2 680.0 673.6 793.8 

NSW Illawarra 445.5 633.6 565.5 584.4 575.7 601.2 631.2 710.5 729.7 853.6 

NSW Inland Hunter 263.6 468.7 421.1 441.6 447.5 480.8 475.5 483.0 461.3 555.2 

NSW Murray Far West 303.0 436.1 367.5 365.2 364.6 393.6 392.0 440.4 434.6 498.0 

NSW Murrumbidgee 333.0 486.9 417.0 412.3 422.5 452.9 470.9 495.7 497.5 579.6 

NSW North Coast 373.3 620.3 531.9 538.4 525.5 546.0 562.3 614.0 606.4 699.3 

NSW Northern Inland 297.9 471.2 422.7 443.6 428.7 464.2 456.9 499.2 491.3 567.8 

NSW Northern Rivers 363.7 641.0 604.5 593.1 553.9 573.3 596.0 642.7 639.1 739.3 

NSW Orana 266.0 417.4 381.3 413.1 397.6 422.3 427.6 463.5 448.6 516.1 

NSW Southern Tablelands 410.1 635.0 576.0 582.0 559.4 626.4 650.8 707.9 694.9 847.6 

NSW South Coast 409.5 732.1 632.8 637.3 618.5 634.8 651.7 706.2 699.2 831.6 

Melbourne City 894.6 968.8 1091.7 1003.4 859.7 845.2 861.3 821.4 757.5 344.4 

Melbourne Eastern Inner 910.1 1232.6 1498.7 1452.3 1349.7 1403.3 1510.4 1617.0 1740.6 1888.3 

Melbourne Eastern Outer 502.7 724.4 831.2 832.2 775.5 797.7 832.8 875.0 967.1 1126.0 

Melbourne Northern Inner 547.2 716.4 909.6 899.9 829.7 836.4 866.4 895.0 940.1 995.6 

Melbourne Northern Outer 377.4 515.3 605.1 602.1 552.0 547.5 540.4 551.0 566.2 675.6 

Melbourne Southern Inner 930.2 1196.4 1422.5 1354.8 1237.4 1249.6 1336.3 1368.7 1448.5 1462.7 

Melbourne Southern Outer 412.9 628.6 712.6 704.0 649.6 652.1 658.1 667.2 695.6 839.0 

Melbourne Western 424.8 550.0 662.3 663.0 610.8 613.8 623.8 639.7 671.6 778.5 

VIC Geelong 388.5 631.7 665.4 664.9 644.2 654.5 643.9 649.4 657.4 739.0 

VIC Gippsland 290.9 562.1 556.4 574.8 551.8 555.3 562.4 554.6 559.5 634.7 

VIC Grampians 305.6 477.8 476.6 485.2 478.2 491.1 482.1 482.3 480.3 554.9 

VIC Hume 328.3 524.2 495.2 493.9 480.2 485.8 483.2 489.8 493.3 558.1 

VIC Loddon Mallee 339.0 500.0 488.8 500.3 496.4 514.2 514.7 520.3 521.6 600.3 

VIC South West 395.8 698.1 722.3 720.8 704.1 722.8 732.2 729.9 754.3 885.3 

SEQ Brisbane City 651.6 945.0 997.3 977.9 914.6 920.8 929.3 925.3 922.5 864.9 

SEQ Gold Coast 573.2 897.1 880.9 834.9 764.5 779.6 792.0 786.4 807.0 801.6 

SEQ West Moreton 250.3 490.0 512.2 502.4 462.8 450.0 450.8 443.9 431.6 450.1 

SEQ Logan Redland 322.9 553.9 588.0 564.7 515.7 506.0 503.1 494.5 490.8 517.2 

SEQ Moreton Bay 346.8 568.9 592.0 573.5 521.3 524.2 524.9 523.2 523.3 537.3 

SEQ Sunshine Coast 506.8 888.7 855.0 828.5 773.6 777.3 797.4 826.6 824.9 844.1 
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Table A3.4 Wealth per household – All regions (2015-16 $’000 prices) – continued 

SOR name 2001 2006 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

QLD Darling Downs South West 322.3 519.4 482.0 480.4 467.1 488.7 479.9 461.1 461.2 474.9 

QLD Far North Torres 355.1 554.7 542.2 536.2 502.2 518.3 495.4 489.3 498.3 506.1 

QLD Fitzroy Central West 272.1 479.3 515.8 538.2 545.6 553.2 530.6 486.3 462.2 462.6 

QLD Mackay 329.2 679.6 677.0 684.6 693.3 706.9 638.8 578.8 551.0 571.4 

QLD Townsville North West 319.7 500.0 522.7 523.1 487.7 475.2 455.7 431.2 405.4 385.5 

QLD Wide Bay Burnett 288.8 533.4 499.1 489.2 460.9 460.3 441.0 426.1 426.0 439.8 

Adelaide South 531.1 737.4 773.4 871.7 699.4 698.2 700.3 701.4 698.0 662.6 

Adelaide North 294.7 433.1 472.9 539.1 444.8 436.9 435.3 437.8 437.3 423.2 

SA East 319.7 439.9 415.3 515.4 391.4 409.5 449.7 375.2 384.5 429.4 

SA Far North and West 264.9 381.5 422.4 494.4 407.4 413.3 398.4 389.9 374.2 380.0 

SA Fleurieu 441.5 687.6 687.3 800.2 633.0 648.1 640.4 638.2 652.3 673.5 

SA North 315.6 458.6 461.3 576.9 457.0 434.7 439.5 452.5 431.0 430.0 

Perth Central 577.3 997.3 1018.5 1023.4 938.5 982.3 984.5 921.5 856.3 778.6 

Perth Outer North 265.4 520.8 505.1 521.3 488.8 534.0 506.4 478.8 431.5 393.2 

Perth Outer South 284.7 565.8 547.7 572.2 539.3 577.2 566.9 523.5 481.3 444.3 

WA Gascoyne Goldfields 254.5 418.3 399.5 442.7 413.7 440.4 427.4 377.6 313.1 303.6 

WA Peel South West 289.2 641.1 548.6 569.2 540.8 571.7 546.2 507.3 480.7 462.7 

WA Pilbara Kimberley 389.3 480.3 638.3 700.4 724.5 742.3 632.7 493.8 375.0 311.0 

WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 352.2 587.9 496.7 537.9 547.7 558.6 548.6 541.6 502.4 501.8 

TAS Hobart South 390.3 614.6 585.6 597.8 540.7 546.0 531.4 537.5 548.9 589.1 

TAS North 319.8 522.4 487.1 496.5 451.0 439.3 435.8 429.0 427.5 423.9 

TAS North West 301.3 429.0 426.6 436.8 386.3 426.4 388.7 381.1 401.1 433.0 

NT Darwin 362.5 633.4 736.5 717.1 753.8 774.4 701.5 707.9 686.7 614.7 

NT Lingiari 345.4 432.7 507.2 510.0 528.2 519.6 564.5 486.4 430.7 435.2 

ACT 492.4 683.7 683.8 718.6 680.5 696.9 664.3 625.8 652.7 663.3 

           

Australia 528.4 740.0 752.3 755.3 705.7 725.3 751.7 781.1 787.4 823.4 

           

Sydney Metro 874.8 1016.4 975.9 975.3 934.6 975.0 1079.7 1213.7 1219.2 1262.8 

Melbourne Metro 626.8 830.0 978.2 952.0 873.7 884.2 921.8 950.8 1002.4 1074.8 

Brisbane Metro 496.2 757.7 792.0 771.8 715.1 714.7 718.7 714.5 711.7 692.2 

Adelaide Metro 404.0 578.2 608.9 696.4 562.5 557.6 557.6 560.2 557.9 539.6 

Perth Metro 383.8 710.5 690.7 704.4 654.4 694.0 679.6 633.6 584.3 536.2 

Canberra Metro 463.4 666.5 645.9 671.1 638.9 672.9 659.8 653.2 666.7 724.3 

Northern Australia 329.6 542.5 575.1 581.3 575.1 582.9 548.4 511.4 485.5 474.3 
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A4.1 Index of Local Government Areas 

 

 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Adelaide (C) Adelaide South 

Adelaide Hills (DC) SA Fleurieu 

Albany (C) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Albury (C) NSW Murray Far West 

Alexandrina (DC) SA Fleurieu 

Alice Springs (T) NT Lingiari 

Alpine (S) VIC Hume 

Anangu Pitjantjatjara (AC) SA Far North and West 

Ararat (RC) VIC Grampians 

Armadale (C) Perth Outer South 

Armidale Regional (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Ashburton (S) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Augusta-Margaret River 
(S) 

WA Peel South West 

Aurukun (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Ballarat (C) VIC Grampians 

Ballina (A) NSW Northern Rivers 

Balonne (S) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Balranald (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Banana (S) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Banyule (C) Melbourne Northern Inner 

Barcaldine (R) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Barcoo (S) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Barkly (R) NT Lingiari 

Barossa (DC) SA North 

Barunga West (DC) SA North 

Bass Coast (S) VIC Gippsland 

Bassendean (T) Perth Outer North 

Bathurst Regional (A) NSW Central West 

Baw Baw (S) VIC Gippsland 

Bayside (C) Sydney Eastern Shores 

Bayside (C) Melbourne Southern Inner 

Bayswater (C) Perth Outer North 

Bega Valley (A) NSW South Coast 

Bellingen (A) NSW North Coast 

Belmont (C) Perth Central 

Belyuen (S) NT Lingiari 

Benalla (RC) VIC Hume 

Berri and Barmera (DC) SA East 

Berrigan (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Beverley (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Blackall-Tambo (R) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Blacktown (C) Sydney Outer West 

Bland (A) NSW Central West 

Blayney (A) NSW Central West 

Blue Mountains (C) Sydney Outer West 

Boddington (S) WA Peel South West 

Bogan (A) NSW Orana 

Boroondara (C) Melbourne Eastern Inner 

Boulia (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Bourke (A) NSW Orana 

Boyup Brook (S) WA Peel South West 

Break O'Day (M) TAS North 

Brewarrina (A) NSW Orana 

Bridgetown-Greenbushes 
(S) 

WA Peel South West 

Brighton (M) TAS Hobart South 

Brimbank (C) Melbourne Western 

Brisbane (C) SEQ Brisbane City 

Broken Hill (C) NSW Murray Far West 

Brookton (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Broome (S) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Broomehill-Tambellup (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Bruce Rock (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Bulloo (S) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Buloke (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Bunbury (C) WA Peel South West 

Bundaberg (R) QLD Wide Bay Burnett 

Burdekin (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Burke (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Burnie (C) TAS North West 

Burnside (C) Adelaide South 

Burwood (A) Sydney Near West 

Busselton (C) WA Peel South West 

Byron (A) NSW Northern Rivers 

Cabonne (A) NSW Central West 

Cairns (R) QLD Far North Torres 

Cambridge (T) Perth Central 

Camden (A) Sydney Outer South West 

Campaspe (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Campbelltown (C) Adelaide North 

Campbelltown (C) (NSW) Sydney Outer South West 

Canada Bay (A) Sydney Near West 

Canning (C) Perth Central 
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Local Government Area SOR Region 

Canterbury-Bankstown (A) Sydney Mid West 

Capel (S) WA Peel South West 

Cardinia (S) Melbourne Southern Outer 

Carnamah (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Carnarvon (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Carpentaria (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Carrathool (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Casey (C) Melbourne Southern Outer 

Cassowary Coast (R) QLD Far North Torres 

Ceduna (DC) SA Far North and West 

Central Coast (C) (NSW) NSW Central Coast 

Central Coast (M) TAS North West 

Central Darling (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Central Desert (R) NT Lingiari 

Central Goldfields (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Central Highlands (M) TAS Hobart South 

Central Highlands (R) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Cessnock (C) NSW Inland Hunter 

Chapman Valley (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Charles Sturt (C) Adelaide North 

Charters Towers (R) QLD Townsville North West 

Cherbourg (S) QLD Wide Bay Burnett 

Chittering (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Circular Head (M) TAS North West 

Clare and Gilbert Valleys 
(DC) 

SA North 

Claremont (T) Perth Central 

Clarence (C) TAS Hobart South 

Clarence Valley (A) NSW Northern Rivers 

Cleve (DC) SA Far North and West 

Cloncurry (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Cobar (A) NSW Orana 

Cockburn (C) Perth Outer South 

Coffs Harbour (C) NSW North Coast 

Colac-Otway (S) VIC South West 

Collie (S) WA Peel South West 

Coober Pedy (DC) SA Far North and West 

Cook (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Coolamon (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Coolgardie (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Coomalie (S) NT Darwin 

Coonamble (A) NSW Orana 

Coorow (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Copper Coast (DC) SA North 

Corangamite (S) VIC South West 

Corrigin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Cottesloe (T) Perth Central 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Cowra (A) NSW Central West 

Cranbrook (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Croydon (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Cuballing (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Cue (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Cumberland (A) Sydney Mid West 

Cunderdin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Dalwallinu (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Dandaragan (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Dardanup (S) WA Peel South West 

Darebin (C) Melbourne Northern Inner 

Darwin (C) NT Darwin 

Denmark (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Derby-West Kimberley (S) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Derwent Valley (M) TAS Hobart South 

Devonport (C) TAS North West 

Diamantina (S) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Donnybrook-Balingup (S) WA Peel South West 

Doomadgee (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Dorset (M) TAS North 

Douglas (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Dowerin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Dubbo (A) NSW Orana 

Dumbleyung (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Dundas (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Dungog (A) NSW Inland Hunter 

East Arnhem (R) NT Lingiari 

East Fremantle (T) Perth Central 

East Gippsland (S) VIC Gippsland 

East Pilbara (S) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Edward River (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Elliston (DC) SA Far North and West 

Esperance (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Etheridge (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Eurobodalla (A) NSW South Coast 

Exmouth (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Fairfield (C) Sydney Mid West 

Federation (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Flinders (M) TAS North 

Flinders (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Flinders Ranges (DC) SA Far North and West 

Forbes (A) NSW Central West 

Franklin Harbour (DC) SA Far North and West 

Frankston (C) Melbourne Southern Outer 

Fraser Coast (R) QLD Wide Bay Burnett 

Fremantle (C) Perth Central 
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Local Government Area SOR Region 

Gannawarra (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Gawler (T) SA North 

George Town (M) TAS North 

Georges River (A) Sydney South East 

Gilgandra (A) NSW Orana 

Gingin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Gladstone (R) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Glamorgan/Spring Bay (M) TAS Hobart South 

Glen Eira (C) Melbourne Southern Inner 

Glen Innes Severn (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Glenelg (S) VIC South West 

Glenorchy (C) TAS Hobart South 

Gnowangerup (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Gold Coast (C) SEQ Gold Coast 

Golden Plains (S) VIC Grampians 

Goomalling (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Goondiwindi (R) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Gosnells (C) Perth Outer South 

Goulburn Mulwaree (A) NSW Southern Tablelands 

Goyder (DC) SA North 

Grant (DC) SA East 

Greater Bendigo (C) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Greater Dandenong (C) Melbourne Southern Inner 

Greater Geelong (C) VIC Geelong 

Greater Geraldton (C) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Greater Hume Shire (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Greater Shepparton (C) VIC Hume 

Griffith (C) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Gundagai (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Gunnedah (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Gwydir (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Gympie (R) QLD Wide Bay Burnett 

Halls Creek (S) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Harvey (S) WA Peel South West 

Hawkesbury (C) Sydney Outer West 

Hay (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Hepburn (S) VIC Grampians 

Hilltops (A) NSW Southern Tablelands 

Hinchinbrook (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Hindmarsh (S) VIC Grampians 

Hobart (C) TAS Hobart South 

Hobsons Bay (C) Melbourne Western 

Holdfast Bay (C) Adelaide South 

Hope Vale (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Hornsby (A) Sydney Outer Northern Shores 

Horsham (RC) VIC Grampians 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Hume (C) Melbourne Northern Outer 

Hunters Hill (A) Sydney Parramatta Ryde 

Huon Valley (M) TAS Hobart South 

Indigo (S) VIC Hume 

Inner West (A) Sydney Near West 

Inverell (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Ipswich (C) SEQ West Moreton 

Irwin (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Isaac (R) QLD Mackay 

Jerramungup (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Joondalup (C) Perth Outer North 

Junee (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Kalamunda (S) Perth Outer South 

Kalgoorlie/Boulder (C) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Kangaroo Island (DC) SA Fleurieu 

Karoonda East Murray 
(DC) 

SA East 

Karratha (C) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Katanning (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Katherine (T) NT Lingiari 

Kellerberrin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Kempsey (A) NSW North Coast 

Kent (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Kentish (M) TAS North West 

Kiama (A) NSW Illawarra 

Kimba (DC) SA Far North and West 

King Island (M) TAS North West 

Kingborough (M) TAS Hobart South 

Kingston (C) Melbourne Southern Inner 

Kingston (DC) SA East 

Knox (C) Melbourne Eastern Outer 

Kojonup (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Kondinin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Koorda (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Kowanyama (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Kulin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Ku-ring-gai (A) Sydney Outer Northern Shores 

Kwinana (C) Perth Outer South 

Kyogle (A) NSW Northern Rivers 

Lachlan (A) NSW Central West 

Lake Grace (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Lake Macquarie (C) NSW Coastal Hunter 

Lane Cove (A) Sydney Parramatta Ryde 

Latrobe (C) VIC Gippsland 

Latrobe (M) TAS North West 

Launceston (C) TAS North 

Laverton (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 
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Local Government Area SOR Region 

Leeton (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Leonora (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Light (RegC) SA North 

Lismore (C) NSW Northern Rivers 

Litchfield (M) NT Darwin 

Lithgow (C) NSW Central West 

Liverpool (C) Sydney Outer South West 

Liverpool Plains (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Livingstone (S) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Lockhart (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Lockhart River (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Lockyer Valley (R) SEQ West Moreton 

Loddon (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Logan (C) SEQ Logan Redland 

Longreach (R) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Lower Eyre Peninsula (DC) SA Far North and West 

Loxton Waikerie (DC) SA East 

MacDonnell (R) NT Lingiari 

Macedon Ranges (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Mackay (R) QLD Mackay 

Maitland (C) NSW Inland Hunter 

Mallala (DC) SA North 

Mandurah (C) WA Peel South West 

Manjimup (S) WA Peel South West 

Manningham (C) Melbourne Eastern Outer 

Mansfield (S) VIC Hume 

Mapoon (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Maralinga Tjarutja (AC) SA Far North and West 

Maranoa (R) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Mareeba (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Maribyrnong (C) Melbourne Western 

Marion (C) Adelaide South 

Maroondah (C) Melbourne Eastern Outer 

McKinlay (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Meander Valley (M) TAS North 

Meekatharra (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Melbourne (C) Melbourne City 

Melton (C) Melbourne Western 

Melville (C) Perth Outer South 

Menzies (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Merredin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Mid Murray (DC) SA East 

Mid-Coast (A) NSW North Coast 

Mid-Western Regional (A) NSW Orana 

Mildura (RC) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Mingenew (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Mitcham (C) Adelaide South 

Mitchell (S) VIC Hume 

Moira (S) VIC Hume 

Monash (C) Melbourne Eastern Inner 

Moonee Valley (C) Melbourne Western 

Moora (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Moorabool (S) VIC Grampians 

Morawa (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Moree Plains (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Moreland (C) Melbourne Northern Inner 

Moreton Bay (R) SEQ Moreton Bay 

Mornington (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Mornington Peninsula (S) Melbourne Southern Outer 

Mosman (A) Sydney Metropolitan Core 

Mosman Park (T) Perth Central 

Mount Alexander (S) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Mount Barker (DC) SA Fleurieu 

Mount Gambier (C) SA East 

Mount Isa (C) QLD Townsville North West 

Mount Magnet (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Mount Marshall (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Mount Remarkable (DC) SA North 

Moyne (S) VIC South West 

Mukinbudin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Mundaring (S) Perth Outer North 

Murchison (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Murray (S) WA Peel South West 

Murray Bridge (RC) SA East 

Murray River (A) NSW Murray Far West 

Murrindindi (S) VIC Hume 

Murrumbidgee (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Murweh (S) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Muswellbrook (A) NSW Inland Hunter 

Nambucca (A) NSW North Coast 

Nannup (S) WA Peel South West 

Napranum (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Naracoorte and Lucindale 
(DC) 

SA East 

Narembeen (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Narrabri (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Narrandera (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Narrogin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Narromine (A) NSW Orana 

Nedlands (C) Perth Central 

Newcastle (C) NSW Coastal Hunter 

Ngaanyatjarraku (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Nillumbik (S) Melbourne Northern Outer 
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Local Government Area SOR Region 

Noosa (S) SEQ Sunshine Coast 

North Burnett (R) QLD Wide Bay Burnett 

North Sydney (A) Sydney Metropolitan Core 

Northam (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Northampton (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Northern Areas (DC) SA North 

Northern Beaches (A) Sydney Outer Northern Shores 

Northern Grampians (S) VIC Grampians 

Northern Midlands (M) TAS North 

Northern Peninsula Area 
(R) 

QLD Far North Torres 

Norwood Payneham St 
Peters (C) 

Adelaide South 

Nungarin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Oberon (A) NSW Central West 

Onkaparinga (C) Adelaide South 

Orange (C) NSW Central West 

Orroroo/Carrieton (DC) SA North 

Palm Island (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Palmerston (C) NT Darwin 

Parkes (A) NSW Central West 

Paroo (S) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Parramatta (C) Sydney Parramatta Ryde 

Penrith (C) Sydney Outer West 

Peppermint Grove (S) Perth Central 

Perenjori (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Perth (C) Perth Central 

Peterborough (DC) SA North 

Pingelly (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Plantagenet (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Playford (C) Adelaide North 

Pormpuraaw (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Port Adelaide Enfield (C) Adelaide North 

Port Augusta (C) SA Far North and West 

Port Hedland (T) WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Port Lincoln (C) SA Far North and West 

Port Macquarie-Hastings 
(A) 

NSW North Coast 

Port Phillip (C) Melbourne Southern Inner 

Port Pirie City and Dists 
(M) 

SA North 

Port Stephens (A) NSW Coastal Hunter 

Prospect (C) Adelaide North 

Pyrenees (S) VIC Grampians 

Quairading (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Queanbeyan-Palerang 
Regional (A) 

NSW Southern Tablelands 

Queenscliffe (B) VIC Geelong 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Quilpie (S) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Randwick (C) Sydney Eastern Shores 

Ravensthorpe (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Redland (C) SEQ Logan Redland 

Renmark Paringa (DC) SA East 

Richmond (S) QLD Townsville North West 

Richmond Valley (A) NSW Northern Rivers 

Robe (DC) SA East 

Rockhampton (R) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Rockingham (C) Perth Outer South 

Roper Gulf (R) NT Lingiari 

Roxby Downs (M) SA Far North and West 

Ryde (C) Sydney Parramatta Ryde 

Salisbury (C) Adelaide North 

Sandstone (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Scenic Rim (R) SEQ West Moreton 

Serpentine-Jarrahdale (S) WA Peel South West 

Shark Bay (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Shellharbour (C) NSW Illawarra 

Shoalhaven (C) NSW South Coast 

Singleton (A) NSW Inland Hunter 

Snowy Monaro Regional 
(A) 

NSW Southern Tablelands 

Snowy Valleys (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Somerset (R) SEQ West Moreton 

Sorell (M) TAS Hobart South 

South Burnett (R) QLD Wide Bay Burnett 

South Gippsland (S) VIC Gippsland 

South Perth (C) Perth Central 

Southern Downs (R) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Southern Grampians (S) VIC South West 

Southern Mallee (DC) SA East 

Southern Midlands (M) TAS Hobart South 

Stirling (C) Perth Central 

Stonnington (C) Melbourne Southern Inner 

Strathbogie (S) VIC Hume 

Strathfield (A) Sydney Near West 

Streaky Bay (DC) SA Far North and West 

Subiaco (C) Perth Central 

Sunshine Coast (R) SEQ Sunshine Coast 

Surf Coast (S) VIC South West 

Sutherland Shire (A) Sydney South East 

Swan (C) Perth Outer North 

Swan Hill (RC) VIC Loddon Mallee 

Sydney (C) Sydney Metropolitan Core 

Tablelands (R) QLD Far North Torres 

Tammin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 
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Local Government Area SOR Region 

Tamworth Regional (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Tasman (M) TAS Hobart South 

Tatiara (DC) SA East 

Tea Tree Gully (C) Adelaide North 

Temora (A) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Tenterfield (A) NSW Northern Inland 

The Coorong (DC) SA East 

The Hills Shire (A) Sydney Outer Northern Shores 

Three Springs (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Tiwi Islands (R) NT Lingiari 

Toodyay (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Toowoomba (R) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Torres (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Torres Strait Island (R) QLD Far North Torres 

Townsville (C) QLD Townsville North West 

Towong (S) VIC Hume 

Trayning (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Tumby Bay (DC) SA Far North and West 

Tweed (A) NSW Northern Rivers 

Unincorporated ACT ACT 

Unincorporated NSW NSW Murray Far West 

Unincorporated NT NT Lingiari 

Unincorporated SA SA Far North and West 

Unincorporated Vic VIC Gippsland 

Unley (C) Adelaide South 

Upper Gascoyne (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Upper Hunter Shire (A) NSW Inland Hunter 

Upper Lachlan Shire (A) NSW Southern Tablelands 

Uralla (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Victor Harbor (C) SA Fleurieu 

Victoria Daly (R) NT Lingiari 

Victoria Park (T) Perth Central 

Victoria Plains (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Vincent (C) Perth Central 

Wagait (S) NT Lingiari 

Wagga Wagga (C) NSW Murrumbidgee 

Wagin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Wakefield (DC) SA North 

Walcha (A) NSW Northern Inland 

Walgett (A) NSW Orana 

Walkerville (M) Adelaide South 

Wandering (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Wangaratta (RC) VIC Hume 

Wanneroo (C) Perth Outer North 

Waratah/Wynyard (M) TAS North West 

Waroona (S) WA Peel South West 

Local Government Area SOR Region 

Warren (A) NSW Orana 

Warrnambool (C) VIC South West 

Warrumbungle Shire (A) NSW Orana 

Wattle Range (DC) SA East 

Waverley (A) Sydney Eastern Shores 

Weddin (A) NSW Central West 

Weipa (T) QLD Far North Torres 

Wellington (S) VIC Gippsland 

Wentworth (A) NSW Murray Far West 

West Arnhem (R) NT Lingiari 

West Arthur (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

West Coast (M) TAS North West 

West Daly (R) NT Lingiari 

West Tamar (M) TAS North 

West Torrens (C) Adelaide South 

West Wimmera (S) VIC Grampians 

Western Downs (R) QLD Darling Downs South West 

Westonia (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Whitehorse (C) Melbourne Eastern Inner 

Whitsunday (R) QLD Mackay 

Whittlesea (C) Melbourne Northern Outer 

Whyalla (C) SA Far North and West 

Wickepin (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Williams (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Willoughby (C) Sydney Metropolitan Core 

Wiluna (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Wingecarribee (A) NSW Southern Tablelands 

Winton (S) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Wodonga (RC) VIC Hume 

Wollondilly (A) Sydney Outer South West 

Wollongong (C) NSW Illawarra 

Wongan-Ballidu (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Woodanilling (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Woollahra (A) Sydney Eastern Shores 

Woorabinda (S) QLD Fitzroy Central West 

Wudinna (DC) SA Far North and West 

Wujal Wujal (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Wyalkatchem (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Wyndham (C) Melbourne Western 

Wyndham-East Kimberley 
(S) 

WA Pilbara Kimberley 

Yalgoo (S) WA Gascoyne Goldfields 

Yankalilla (DC) SA Fleurieu 

Yarra (C) Melbourne Northern Inner 

Yarra Ranges (S) Melbourne Eastern Outer 

Yarrabah (S) QLD Far North Torres 

Yarriambiack (S) VIC Grampians 
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Local Government Area SOR Region 

Yass Valley (A) NSW Southern Tablelands 

Yilgarn (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

York (S) WA Wheatbelt Great Southern 

Yorke Peninsula (DC) SA North 

Abbreviations 

A Shire or municipality 

AC Aboriginal council 

B Borough 

C City 

DC District Council 

M Municipality 

R Regional Council 

RC Rural city 

RegC Regional Council 

S Shire 

T Town 
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A4.2 Index of region membership 

 

Region Local Government Area 

ACT Unincorporated ACT 

Adelaide North Campbelltown (C) 

 Charles Sturt (C) 

 Playford (C) 

 Port Adelaide Enfield (C) 

 Prospect (C) 

 Salisbury (C) 

 Tea Tree Gully (C) 

Adelaide South Adelaide (C) 

 Burnside (C) 

 Holdfast Bay (C) 

 Marion (C) 

 Mitcham (C) 

 Norwood Payneham St 
Peters (C) 

 Onkaparinga (C) 

 Unley (C) 

 Walkerville (M) 

 West Torrens (C) 

Melbourne City Melbourne (C) 

Melbourne Eastern Inner Boroondara (C) 

 Monash (C) 

 Whitehorse (C) 

Melbourne Eastern Outer Knox (C) 

 Manningham (C) 

 Maroondah (C) 

 Yarra Ranges (S) 

Melbourne Northern 
Inner 

Banyule (C) 

 Darebin (C) 

 Moreland (C) 

 Yarra (C) 

Melbourne Northern 
Outer 

Hume (C) 

 Nillumbik (S) 

 Whittlesea (C) 

Melbourne Southern 
Inner 

Bayside (C) 

 Glen Eira (C) 

 Greater Dandenong (C) 

 Kingston (C) 

 Port Phillip (C) 

 Stonnington (C) 

Melbourne Southern 
Outer 

Cardinia (S) 

 Casey (C) 

 Frankston (C) 

Region Local Government Area 

 Mornington Peninsula (S) 

Melbourne Western Brimbank (C) 

 Hobsons Bay (C) 

 Maribyrnong (C) 

 Melton (C) 

 Moonee Valley (C) 

 Wyndham (C) 

NSW Central Coast Central Coast (C) (NSW) 

NSW Central West Bathurst Regional (A) 

 Bland (A) 

 Blayney (A) 

 Cabonne (A) 

 Cowra (A) 

 Forbes (A) 

 Lachlan (A) 

 Lithgow (C) 

 Oberon (A) 

 Orange (C) 

 Parkes (A) 

 Weddin (A) 

NSW Coastal Hunter Lake Macquarie (C) 

 Newcastle (C) 

 Port Stephens (A) 

NSW Illawarra Kiama (A) 

 Shellharbour (C) 

 Wollongong (C) 

NSW Inland Hunter Cessnock (C) 

 Dungog (A) 

 Maitland (C) 

 Muswellbrook (A) 

 Singleton (A) 

 Upper Hunter Shire (A) 

NSW Murray Far West Albury (C) 

 Balranald (A) 

 Berrigan (A) 

 Broken Hill (C) 

 Central Darling (A) 

 Edward River (A) 

 Federation (A) 

 Greater Hume Shire (A) 

 Murray River (A) 

 Unincorporated NSW 

 Wentworth (A) 

NSW Murrumbidgee Carrathool (A) 

 Coolamon (A) 

 Griffith (C) 
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Region Local Government Area 

 Gundagai (A) 

 Hay (A) 

 Junee (A) 

 Leeton (A) 

 Lockhart (A) 

 Murrumbidgee (A) 

 Narrandera (A) 

 Snowy Valleys (A) 

 Temora (A) 

 Wagga Wagga (C) 

NSW North Coast Bellingen (A) 

 Coffs Harbour (C) 

 Kempsey (A) 

 Mid-Coast (A) 

 Nambucca (A) 

 Port Macquarie-Hastings (A) 

NSW Northern Inland Armidale Regional (A) 

 Glen Innes Severn (A) 

 Gunnedah (A) 

 Gwydir (A) 

 Inverell (A) 

 Liverpool Plains (A) 

 Moree Plains (A) 

 Narrabri (A) 

 Tamworth Regional (A) 

 Tenterfield (A) 

 Uralla (A) 

 Walcha (A) 

NSW Northern Rivers Ballina (A) 

 Byron (A) 

 Clarence Valley (A) 

 Kyogle (A) 

 Lismore (C) 

 Richmond Valley (A) 

 Tweed (A) 

NSW Orana Bogan (A) 

 Bourke (A) 

 Brewarrina (A) 

 Cobar (A) 

 Coonamble (A) 

 Dubbo (A) 

 Gilgandra (A) 

 Mid-Western Regional (A) 

 Narromine (A) 

 Walgett (A) 

 Warren (A) 

 Warrumbungle Shire (A) 

NSW South Coast Bega Valley (A) 

 Eurobodalla (A) 

Region Local Government Area 

 Shoalhaven (C) 

NSW Southern 
Tablelands 

Goulburn Mulwaree (A) 

 Hilltops (A) 

 Queanbeyan-Palerang 
Regional (A) 

 Snowy Monaro Regional (A) 

 Upper Lachlan Shire (A) 

 Wingecarribee (A) 

 Yass Valley (A) 

NT Darwin Coomalie (S) 

 Darwin (C) 

 Litchfield (M) 

 Palmerston (C) 

NT Lingiari Alice Springs (T) 

 Barkly (R) 

 Belyuen (S) 

 Central Desert (R) 

 East Arnhem (R) 

 Katherine (T) 

 MacDonnell (R) 

 Roper Gulf (R) 

 Tiwi Islands (R) 

 Unincorporated NT 

 Victoria Daly (R) 

 Wagait (S) 

 West Arnhem (R) 

 West Daly (R) 

Perth Central Belmont (C) 

 Cambridge (T) 

 Canning (C) 

 Claremont (T) 

 Cottesloe (T) 

 East Fremantle (T) 

 Fremantle (C) 

 Mosman Park (T) 

 Nedlands (C) 

 Peppermint Grove (S) 

 Perth (C) 

 South Perth (C) 

 Stirling (C) 

 Subiaco (C) 

 Victoria Park (T) 

 Vincent (C) 

Perth Outer North Bassendean (T) 

 Bayswater (C) 

 Joondalup (C) 

 Mundaring (S) 

 Swan (C) 

 Wanneroo (C) 
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Region Local Government Area 

Perth Outer South Armadale (C) 

 Cockburn (C) 

 Gosnells (C) 

 Kalamunda (S) 

 Kwinana (C) 

 Melville (C) 

 Rockingham (C) 

QLD Darling Downs 
South West 

Balonne (S) 

 Bulloo (S) 

 Goondiwindi (R) 

 Maranoa (R) 

 Murweh (S) 

 Paroo (S) 

 Quilpie (S) 

 Southern Downs (R) 

 Toowoomba (R) 

 Western Downs (R) 

QLD Far North Torres Aurukun (S) 

 Cairns (R) 

 Cassowary Coast (R) 

 Cook (S) 

 Croydon (S) 

 Douglas (S) 

 Etheridge (S) 

 Hope Vale (S) 

 Kowanyama (S) 

 Lockhart River (S) 

 Mapoon (S) 

 Mareeba (S) 

 Napranum (S) 

 Northern Peninsula Area (R) 

 Pormpuraaw (S) 

 Tablelands (R) 

 Torres (S) 

 Torres Strait Island (R) 

 Weipa (T) 

 Wujal Wujal (S) 

 Yarrabah (S) 

QLD Fitzroy Central West Banana (S) 

 Barcaldine (R) 

 Barcoo (S) 

 Blackall-Tambo (R) 

 Central Highlands (R) 

 Diamantina (S) 

 Gladstone (R) 

 Livingstone (S) 

 Longreach (R) 

 Rockhampton (R) 

Region Local Government Area 

 Winton (S) 

 Woorabinda (S) 

QLD Mackay Isaac (R) 

 Mackay (R) 

 Whitsunday (R) 

QLD Townsville North 
West 

Boulia (S) 

 Burdekin (S) 

 Burke (S) 

 Carpentaria (S) 

 Charters Towers (R) 

 Cloncurry (S) 

 Doomadgee (S) 

 Flinders (S) 

 Hinchinbrook (S) 

 McKinlay (S) 

 Mornington (S) 

 Mount Isa (C) 

 Palm Island (S) 

 Richmond (S) 

 Townsville (C) 

QLD Wide Bay Burnett Bundaberg (R) 

 Cherbourg (S) 

 Fraser Coast (R) 

 Gympie (R) 

 North Burnett (R) 

 South Burnett (R) 

SA East Berri and Barmera (DC) 

 Grant (DC) 

 Karoonda East Murray (DC) 

 Kingston (DC) 

 Loxton Waikerie (DC) 

 Mid Murray (DC) 

 Mount Gambier (C) 

 Murray Bridge (RC) 

 Naracoorte and Lucindale 
(DC) 

 Renmark Paringa (DC) 

 Robe (DC) 

 Southern Mallee (DC) 

 Tatiara (DC) 

 The Coorong (DC) 

 Wattle Range (DC) 

SA Far North and West Anangu Pitjantjatjara (AC) 

 Ceduna (DC) 

 Cleve (DC) 

 Coober Pedy (DC) 

 Elliston (DC) 

 Flinders Ranges (DC) 

 Franklin Harbour (DC) 
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Region Local Government Area 

 Kimba (DC) 

 Lower Eyre Peninsula (DC) 

 Maralinga Tjarutja (AC) 

 Port Augusta (C) 

 Port Lincoln (C) 

 Roxby Downs (M) 

 Streaky Bay (DC) 

 Tumby Bay (DC) 

 Unincorporated SA 

 Whyalla (C) 

 Wudinna (DC) 

SA Fleurieu Adelaide Hills (DC) 

 Alexandrina (DC) 

 Kangaroo Island (DC) 

 Mount Barker (DC) 

 Victor Harbor (C) 

 Yankalilla (DC) 

SA North Barossa (DC) 

 Barunga West (DC) 

 Clare and Gilbert Valleys 
(DC) 

 Copper Coast (DC) 

 Gawler (T) 

 Goyder (DC) 

 Light (RegC) 

 Mallala (DC) 

 Mount Remarkable (DC) 

 Northern Areas (DC) 

 Orroroo/Carrieton (DC) 

 Peterborough (DC) 

 Port Pirie City and Dists (M) 

 Wakefield (DC) 

 Yorke Peninsula (DC) 

SEQ Brisbane City Brisbane (C) 

SEQ Gold Coast Gold Coast (C) 

SEQ Logan Redland Logan (C) 

 Redland (C) 

SEQ Moreton Bay Moreton Bay (R) 

SEQ Sunshine Coast Noosa (S) 

 Sunshine Coast (R) 

SEQ West Moreton Ipswich (C) 

 Lockyer Valley (R) 

 Scenic Rim (R) 

 Somerset (R) 

Sydney Eastern Shores Bayside (C) 

 Randwick (C) 

 Waverley (A) 

 Woollahra (A) 

Sydney Metropolitan 
Core 

Mosman (A) 

Region Local Government Area 

 North Sydney (A) 

 Sydney (C) 

 Willoughby (C) 

Sydney Mid West Canterbury-Bankstown (A) 

 Cumberland (A) 

 Fairfield (C) 

Sydney Near West Burwood (A) 

 Canada Bay (A) 

 Inner West (A) 

 Strathfield (A) 

Sydney Outer Northern 
Shores 

Hornsby (A) 

 Ku-ring-gai (A) 

 Northern Beaches (A) 

 The Hills Shire (A) 

Sydney Outer South 
West 

Camden (A) 

 Campbelltown (C) (NSW) 

 Liverpool (C) 

 Wollondilly (A) 

Sydney Outer West Blacktown (C) 

 Blue Mountains (C) 

 Hawkesbury (C) 

 Penrith (C) 

Sydney Parramatta Ryde Hunters Hill (A) 

 Lane Cove (A) 

 Parramatta (C) 

 Ryde (C) 

Sydney South East Georges River (A) 

 Sutherland Shire (A) 

TAS Hobart South Brighton (M) 

 Central Highlands (M) 

 Clarence (C) 

 Derwent Valley (M) 

 Glamorgan/Spring Bay (M) 

 Glenorchy (C) 

 Hobart (C) 

 Huon Valley (M) 

 Kingborough (M) 

 Sorell (M) 

 Southern Midlands (M) 

 Tasman (M) 

TAS North Break O'Day (M) 

 Dorset (M) 

 Flinders (M) 

 George Town (M) 

 Launceston (C) 

 Meander Valley (M) 

 Northern Midlands (M) 

 West Tamar (M) 
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Region Local Government Area 

TAS North West Burnie (C) 

 Central Coast (M) 

 Circular Head (M) 

 Devonport (C) 

 Kentish (M) 

 King Island (M) 

 Latrobe (M) 

 Waratah/Wynyard (M) 

 West Coast (M) 

VIC Geelong Greater Geelong (C) 

 Queenscliffe (B) 

VIC Gippsland Bass Coast (S) 

 Baw Baw (S) 

 East Gippsland (S) 

 Latrobe (C) 

 South Gippsland (S) 

 Unincorporated Vic 

 Wellington (S) 

VIC Grampians Ararat (RC) 

 Ballarat (C) 

 Golden Plains (S) 

 Hepburn (S) 

 Hindmarsh (S) 

 Horsham (RC) 

 Moorabool (S) 

 Northern Grampians (S) 

 Pyrenees (S) 

 West Wimmera (S) 

 Yarriambiack (S) 

VIC Hume Alpine (S) 

 Benalla (RC) 

 Greater Shepparton (C) 

 Indigo (S) 

 Mansfield (S) 

 Mitchell (S) 

 Moira (S) 

 Murrindindi (S) 

 Strathbogie (S) 

 Towong (S) 

 Wangaratta (RC) 

 Wodonga (RC) 

VIC Loddon Mallee Buloke (S) 

 Campaspe (S) 

 Central Goldfields (S) 

 Gannawarra (S) 

 Greater Bendigo (C) 

 Loddon (S) 

 Macedon Ranges (S) 

 Mildura (RC) 

Region Local Government Area 

 Mount Alexander (S) 

 Swan Hill (RC) 

VIC South West Colac-Otway (S) 

 Corangamite (S) 

 Glenelg (S) 

 Moyne (S) 

 Southern Grampians (S) 

 Surf Coast (S) 

 Warrnambool (C) 

WA Gascoyne Goldfields Carnamah (S) 

 Carnarvon (S) 

 Chapman Valley (S) 

 Coolgardie (S) 

 Coorow (S) 

 Cue (S) 

 Dundas (S) 

 Esperance (S) 

 Exmouth (S) 

 Greater Geraldton (C) 

 Irwin (S) 

 Kalgoorlie/Boulder (C) 

 Laverton (S) 

 Leonora (S) 

 Meekatharra (S) 

 Menzies (S) 

 Mingenew (S) 

 Morawa (S) 

 Mount Magnet (S) 

 Murchison (S) 

 Ngaanyatjarraku (S) 

 Northampton (S) 

 Perenjori (S) 

 Ravensthorpe (S) 

 Sandstone (S) 

 Shark Bay (S) 

 Three Springs (S) 

 Upper Gascoyne (S) 

 Wiluna (S) 

 Yalgoo (S) 

WA Peel South West Augusta-Margaret River (S) 

 Boddington (S) 

 Boyup Brook (S) 

 Bridgetown-Greenbushes 
(S) 

 Bunbury (C) 

 Busselton (C) 

 Capel (S) 

 Collie (S) 

 Dardanup (S) 
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Region Local Government Area 

 Donnybrook-Balingup (S) 

 Harvey (S) 

 Mandurah (C) 

 Manjimup (S) 

 Murray (S) 

 Nannup (S) 

 Serpentine-Jarrahdale (S) 

 Waroona (S) 

WA Pilbara Kimberley Ashburton (S) 

 Broome (S) 

 Derby-West Kimberley (S) 

 East Pilbara (S) 

 Halls Creek (S) 

 Karratha (C) 

 Port Hedland (T) 

 Wyndham-East Kimberley 
(S) 

WA Wheatbelt Great 
Southern 

Albany (C) 

 Beverley (S) 

 Brookton (S) 

 Broomehill-Tambellup (S) 

 Bruce Rock (S) 

 Chittering (S) 

 Corrigin (S) 

 Cranbrook (S) 

 Cuballing (S) 

 Cunderdin (S) 

 Dalwallinu (S) 

 Dandaragan (S) 

 Denmark (S) 

 Dowerin (S) 

 Dumbleyung (S) 

 Gingin (S) 

 Gnowangerup (S) 

 Goomalling (S) 

 Jerramungup (S) 

 Katanning (S) 

 Kellerberrin (S) 

 Kent (S) 

 Kojonup (S) 

 Kondinin (S) 

 Koorda (S) 

 Kulin (S) 

 Lake Grace (S) 

 Merredin (S) 

 Moora (S) 

 Mount Marshall (S) 

 Mukinbudin (S) 

 Narembeen (S) 

Region Local Government Area 

 Narrogin (S) 

 Northam (S) 

 Nungarin (S) 

 Pingelly (S) 

 Plantagenet (S) 

 Quairading (S) 

 Tammin (S) 

 Toodyay (S) 

 Trayning (S) 

 Victoria Plains (S) 

 Wagin (S) 

 Wandering (S) 

 West Arthur (S) 

 Westonia (S) 

 Wickepin (S) 

 Williams (S) 

 Wongan-Ballidu (S) 

 Woodanilling (S) 

 Wyalkatchem (S) 

 Yilgarn (S) 

 York (S) 
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A4.3 Combined regions 

 

Metropolis Combined region 

Adelaide Adelaide North SOR 

Adelaide South SOR 

Adelaide Hills DC 

 Gawler T 

  

Brisbane  Brisbane SOR 

 Logan Redland SOR 

 Moreton Bay SOR 

 Ipswich C 

  

Canberra  ACT SOR 

 Queanbeyan C 

  

Melbourne Melbourne City SOR 

 Melbourne Eastern Inner SOR 

 Melbourne Eastern Outer SOR 

 Melbourne Northern Inner SOR 

 Melbourne Northern Outer SOR 

 Melbourne Southern Inner SOR 

 Melbourne Southern Outer SOR 

 Melbourne Western SOR 

  

Perth Perth Central SOR 

 Perth Outer North SOR 

 Perth Outer South SOR 

 Mandurah C 

 Serpentine Jarrahdale S 

  

Sydney Sydney Metropolitan Core 

 Sydney Eastern Shores 

 Sydney Mid West 

 Sydney Near West 

 Sydney Outer Northern Shores 

 Sydney Outer South West 

 Sydney Outer West 

 Sydney Parramatta Ryde 

 Sydney South East 

  

Northern Australia NT Darwin SOR 

 NT Lingiari SOR 

 Qld Far North Torres SOR 

 Qld Fitzroy Central West SOR 

 Qld Mackay SOR 

Metropolis Combined region 

 Qld Townsville North West SOR 

  

 

Metropolitan regions comprise combinations 
of SOR regions plus, in some instances, 
selected LGAs located in neighbouring SOR 
regions, as specified. 
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A4.4 The effect of NSW local government reorganisation on SOR 
regional definitions 

Though a few of the regions used in State of the Regions reports comprise single LGAs, most are 
groups of LGAs – up to a maximum of 50 in the case of WA Wheatbelt Great Southern. When local 
government reorganisation produces a new LGA which straddles our regional boundaries, it becomes 
necessary to revise the boundaries so that they follow the new council boundaries. Recent changes 
in NSW, while not as drastic as originally intended by the state government, have necessitated 
revision of regional boundaries in that state. 

Where regions are re-defined, the historical data for each is adjusted to the new boundaries. 

Sydney 

In the State of the Regions reports since 2011 Sydney has been divided into nine regions, one more 
than Melbourne’s eight, partly to recognise Sydney’s slightly larger population but mostly due to the 
complex layout of the Sydney metropolitan area, affected as it is by a highly indented coastline. The 
division of Sydney into nine regions implies average regional residential population of around 
520,000, compared with an average of around 560,000 for Melbourne’s eight regions.  

The reorganisation of local government is Sydney requires changes to seven of the nine SOR regions 
into which NIEIR has subdivided the single RDA Sydney region.  

The most radical changes centre on the City of Parramatta. The former Parramatta LGA comprised 
three wings, one to the north-west, one to the north-east and one to the south. A salient of the 
former Holroyd penetrated between these wings almost to the centre of the Parramatta CBD and 
part of The Hills shire was also within walking distance of the CBD. The reforms have eliminated the 
south wing and rounded out the other boundaries to give a much more compact LGA wrapped round 
the head of Sydney Harbour. The re-drawn boundaries have not succeeded in placing the Parramatta 
CBD at the centre of the LGA (it is close to the south-west boundary) but support the strategy of 
promoting Parramatta as Sydney’s second CBD by removing areas of working-class housing and 
adding areas formerly dominated by manufacturing which are now being redeveloped for up-market 
commercial and residential uses. In more detail: 

■ the southern boundary of Parramatta LGA was revised so that for the most part it runs along 
the M4 motorway – the exceptions are that it follows the Western railway line in the vicinity of 
Granville and west of Westmead.  This new boundary becomes the northern boundary of the 
new City of Cumberland, which is based on the former Auburn and Holroyd LGAs. The new 
boundary shifts Olympic Park and Silverwater from former Auburn into revised Parramatta, 
and it also shifts Villawood and adjacent areas from former Parramatta into Cumberland. The 
new City of Parramatta has also gained a small area, near its CBD, from the former Holroyd; 
and 

■ the northern boundary of Parramatta LGA was revised so that it runs along the M2 motorway. 
In the process two areas were transferred into Parramatta, namely the northern part of Epping 
(a relatively small part of the former Hornsby Shire) and a rather larger part of The Hills shire 
including North Rocks and Northmead. 

This repositioning of Parramatta allows us to address a longstanding issue, namely the large size of 
the Central Sydney region. This goes back to the early days of the State of the Regions reports, which 
defined Global Sydney as a large region running from the Sydney CBD through North Sydney and out 
along Epping Road to the new office and academic developments of Macquarie Park. This region 
conflated the old-established CBD which stretched from Central station to Circular Quay with the 



National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18    (A.329) 329 

newer office concentrations of the inner north shore and the newest knowledge-economy precincts 
around Macquarie University.   

In our former scheme of regions, Parramatta was included in Parramatta-Bankstown, which brought 
together a group of mid-western suburbs with a post-war heritage of logistics and manufacturing. 
This grouping was appropriate up to the late 1990s – the south shore of the inner harbour in 
Parramatta and Auburn was devoted to industry. However, the 2000 Olympics catalysed its 
redevelopment. 

As the combined result of these redevelopments and changes in boundaries, Parramatta now 
resembles Ryde more than it resembles Bankstown. This justifies two changes to our regional 
definitions: 

■ add Parramatta to Ryde (and incidentally to Lane Cove and Hunter’s Hill, whether or not they 
eventually amalgamate with Ryde) to form a new region Parramatta-Ryde; and 

■ split Parramatta/Ryde from Sydney Central, which will now comprise the City of Sydney plus its 
older overflow in the inner north shore (North Sydney and Willoughby, plus Mosman whether 
or not it is amalgamated with the other inner north shore councils). We will refer to this 
combination as Sydney Metropolitan Core. 

The advantage of this arrangement is that it distinguishes the older core of the Sydney metropolitan 
area from its major knowledge-economy extensions, including the second-CBD which is emerging 
(admittedly somewhat tentatively) at Parramatta. 

As a result of these changes, the Sydney metropolitan core region comprises Sydney and the inner 
north shore. At 390,000 it has a smaller residential population than most Sydney regions but a large 
daytime working population, increasing its resemblance to Melbourne City. Like Melbourne City, it 
includes the major commercial, governmental and entertainment districts of its metropolitan area. 
Its residential population has been increasing thanks to the construction of high-rise apartments. The 
new region is smaller than the former Sydney Central (and Global Sydney which preceded Sydney 
Central). It has been shorn of the newer commercial areas around Macquarie University and has also 
lost Port Botany and the airport – the reallocation of these areas to other regions will be discussed 
below.  The revised region also includes Mosman, a primarily residential area where redevelopment 
is increasing dwelling density. 

The new Sydney Parramatta Ryde region comprises Parramatta and [Ryde+] and has a population of 
around 480,000, a little short of the average for Sydney regions. This region is predominantly to the 
north of the harbour but includes the redeveloped south shore of the Parramatta River. It includes a 
variety of residential areas, some of them very up-market and some of them around average; some 
of them nineteenth-century but most of them twentieth-century, up to around 1980. It also includes 
a number of significant late 20th century office park developments, including Macquarie Park and 
Olympic Park, and of course the redevelopments in Parramatta CBD and the health services precinct 
in nearby Westmead. 

The new Sydney Parramatta-Ryde region is drawn mainly from the former Sydney Central and 
Sydney Parramatta-Bankstown regions, but also includes areas drawn from the former Sydney Outer 
North region. This raises the question of whether the boundaries of Sydney Outer North should also 
be revised. 

To the north, Sydney Outer North has a strong natural boundary in the cliffs and gullies along the 
southern shore of the Hawkesbury River; this broken country, on both sides of the river, divides the 
region from NSW Central Coast. To the east there is also a natural boundary – the cliffs of Middle 
Harbour, which divide the region from the Northern Beaches. Though a major hindrance to transport 
between the Northern Beaches and the rest of Sydney, the Middle Harbour valley is not as wide as 
the Hawkesbury and indeed the road between St Ives (in Sydney Outer North) and Terrey Hills (in 
Sydney Northern Beaches) runs along the watershed between the Hawkesbury and Middle Harbour 
without dipping into either valley.  
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While the northern and eastern boundaries of Sydney Outer North lie along lines of cliffs which 
prevent further suburban expansion, those to the west are more social in nature. Commuter 
transport from the Outer North to the Sydney CBD first became feasible when the railway was 
extended from Strathfield to Hornsby in the late 1880s. The area suitable for suburban housing was 
extended in the 1890s with the construction of the North Shore railway line down to the ferry wharf 
at Milsons Point. Commuting times were reduced further in 1932 with the opening of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. The North Shore line changed the social geography of Sydney, encouraging the 
development of Ku Ring Gai (established as a shire in 1906) as a high-status residential area. In the 
post-war period the high-status suburban frontier began to extend across Hornsby into the orchard 
country of Baulkham Hills, where it became mixed with less prestigious developments. For our 
purposes the western boundary of Sydney Outer North was set at the western boundary of The Hills, 
beyond which lie Blacktown and Hawkesbury. 

The southern boundary of Sydney Outer North is the line separating Ku Ring Gai, Hornsby and The 
Hills from Sydney Metropolitan Core and Sydney Parramatta-Ryde, for much of the way the M2 
motorway. The significance of this boundary is that it separates largely residential LGAs from LGAs 
with significant commercial development. 

The region thus defined has over 450,000 residents, which is below the average for Sydney regions. 
The population of Sydney Northern Beaches, to the east, is even less, particularly when shorn of 
Mosman. At 271,000 Sydney Northern Beaches (less Mosman) is well below the target size for a 
Sydney region. We have therefore joined Sydney Northern Beaches and Sydney Outer North in the 
one region, to be known as Sydney Outer North Shores. This move has several advantages. It helps 
to maintain the number of Sydney regions at nine and creates a region which has a reasonable 
degree of socio-economic uniformity, emphasising high dependence on commuting and generally 
high socio-economic status. It is true that the region does not have a single dominant centre and it is 
also true that there is little sense of common community between the two sides of Middle Harbour, 
or for that matter between Ku Ring Gai and The Hills. This lack of internal interaction is the fate of 
commuter-belt regions, which focus on a CBD which lies outside the region. 

The amalgamations have not affected the region to the west of Sydney Outer North Shores, namely 
Sydney Outer West, comprising Blacktown, Hawkesbury, Penrith and Blue Mountains. Though this 
region has a population well over the regional average for Sydney, we have decided to retain it 
unchanged. The same applies to Sydney Outer South West. 

We now turn to Sydney south of the Harbour. As noted when discussing the formation of the City of 
Parramatta, the City of Cumberland has been formed to govern the suburbs south of the M4 
motorway. This LGA comprises most of former Holroyd, the greater part of former Auburn and most 
of the area which former Parramatta inherited from the some-time council of Granville, and 
comprises a major part of our former Sydney Parramatta Bankstown region. The other parts of the 
former Parramatta Bankstown region were Fairfield, which has not been affected by the 
amalgamations, and Bankstown, which has amalgamated with Canterbury, part of our former Old 
West region. Accordingly we find ourselves with a Sydney Mid West region, population 770,000, 
most of which was developed for lower-to-middle class housing during the twentieth century, 
including areas of industrial development. 

As a result of the amalgamations, the former Sydney Old West region has lost former Canterbury, but 
gains former Leichhardt and former Canada Bay. In our 2011 regionalisation these LGAs, located as 
they are on the south shore of the Inner Harbour, were included in Central Sydney to recognise the 
extensive redevelopment then taking place. It was arguable that, located as they were on the main 
road from the CBD to Ryde, Leichhardt and Canada Bay would gain characteristics more akin to the 
inner north shore than to Ashfield, Burwood and Strathfield, the suburbs located along the 
Parramatta road and the inner Western railway line. However, the authorities in charge of 
amalgamation have decided otherwise. This said, the suburbs of the old inner west, laid out in the 
nineteenth century as commuter suburbs with an infusion of industry (which has provided 
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brownfield redevelopment sites) retain sufficient similarity of character to warrant retention of an 
inner Western region. Owing to the transfers of Canterbury out and of Leichhardt and Canada Bay in, 
this is not quite the same region as that which we called Old West, and conceding that one of the 
amalgamated councils has taken the name Inner West, we refer to it as Sydney Near West. At 
358,000 the population of this region is below target, but it is sufficiently distinct from its neighbours 
to warrant retention as a separate region. 

To the south of Sydney Metropolitan Core, Botany Bay (formerly part of Sydney Central) has 
amalgamated with Rockdale (formerly part of Sydney South) to form Bayside LGA – an unfortunate 
choice of name which duplicates a similarly unimaginative name in Melbourne. This amalgamation 
raises the question of the regional identity of the new LGA, which has a population of a little over 
80,000. The residential and commercial parts of the new LGA are separated by the Kingsford Smith 
Airport. The former Botany Bay municipality contributes Port Botany and high-density commercial 
and residential developments to the new Bayside, the former Rockdale is largely residential and its 
foreshore has much less éclat than the ocean beaches and the shores of Port Jackson located in our 
2011 Eastern Beaches region.  After the amalgamations, Bayside is neighbour to the following 
established regions: 

■ to the east, Eastern Beaches (population 280,000); 

■ to the North, Sydney Metropolitan Core (population 390,000);  

■ to the North-West, Sydney Near West (population 358,000); and 

■ to the west, Sydney South East (population 428,000). 

The inclusion of Rockdale in the new municipality makes it an inappropriate candidate for inclusion in 
the new region Sydney Metropolitan Core – former Rockdale is simply too residential and has 
insufficient prospects of commercial redevelopment to make sense as a centre of the knowledge 
economy. 

Former Botany Bay has very little interface with the Near West but Rockdale and former Marrickville 
face each other across the Wolli Creek – they have similar settlement and industrial histories. 
However, Rockdale has a long history of inclusion in the St George group of suburbs and hence with 
Sydney South East, rather than the Inner West. Former Botany Bay was historically associated with 
neither of these groups; the eastern fringe of former Botany Bay merges with Randwick (Daceyville 
was not so different from Maroubra Junction). Accordingly Bayside could be grouped either with the 
Eastern Beaches or with Sydney South East. The main arguments for inclusion in Sydney South East 
are similarity of socio-economic and demographic status and Rockdale’s longstanding status in St 
George; the main argument against is that Sutherland Shire which, while no longer outer suburban, is 
scarcely inner suburban and an unlikely fit with former Botany Bay. A subsidiary argument is that the 
former Eastern Beaches region has a relatively low population. We have decided to group Bayside 
with the Eastern Beaches and name the region Sydney Eastern Shores.  

This leaves former Sydney South shorn of former Rockdale but still with a reasonably substantial 
population of 428,000. To acknowledge the loss of Rockdale we have re-named the region Sydney 
South East. 

The following table provides a summary 
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Former region 

Pop 
2016 
‘000 New region (councils included) 

Pop 
2017 
‘000 Changes 

Central 731 Metropolitan Core [Sydney, 
N Sydney+] 

390 Less Ryde, Hunters Hill, Lane Cove, 
Leichhardt, Canada Bay and Botany Bay; 
plus Mosman 

Eastern Beaches 280 Eastern Shores [Randwick+, 
Bayside] 

443 Plus Botany Bay and Rockdale 

Northern Beaches 299 Outer North Shores [Northern 
Beaches, Ku Ring Gai+, the Hills] 

730 Less Mosman, plus Ku Ring Gai and most 
of Hornsby and most of the Hills 

Old West 263 Near West [Inner West, Canada 
Bay+] 

358 Less Canterbury, plus Canada Bay and 
Leichhardt 

Outer North 499 Parramatta Ryde [Parramatta, 
Ryde+] 

480 Less Ku Ring Gai, most of Hornsby and 
most of the Hills; plus Ryde, Hunters Hill, 
Lane Cove, most of Parramatta and small 
parts of Auburn and Holroyd 

Outer South West 498 Outer South West [Camden, 
Campbelltown, Liverpool, 
Wollondilly] 

512  

Outer West 695 Outer West [Blacktown, Blue 
Mts, Hawkesbury, Penrith] 

707  

Parramatta Bankstown 824 Mid West [Canterbury-
Bankstown, Cumberland, 
Fairfield] 

770 Less most of Parramatta and small parts 
of Auburn and Holroyd, plus Canterbury 

South 488 South East [Georges River, 
Sutherland] 

428 Less Rockdale 

 

The Rest of NSW 

Outside the metropolitan area (which RDA regarded as one region) our regions followed RDA 
boundaries. We do not know how RDA has responded to cross-boundary amalgamations; our 
responses are as follows. It will be noted that the target population for a region outside the 
metropolitan areas is smaller than within the metropolitan areas, being in the range 100,000 to 
250,000 – less in some remote regions; more in the major provincial cities. The 2011 regions were 
affected as follows. 

1. Central Coast: regional boundaries unaffected (the region becomes a single LGA). 

2. Central West: regional boundaries unaffected (such amalgamations as were proposed were 
internal, and they seem to have been rejected). 

3. Illawarra: regional boundaries unaffected (there was one internal amalgamation proposed but 
it seems it will not proceed). 

4. Mid North Coast 

In 2016 the regional population was 263,000. The regional boundary has been affected by the 
amalgamation of Greater Taree (Mid North Coast) with Gloucester and Great Lakes (Outer 
Hunter) to form Mid Coast council.  If these two were switched from Outer Hunter to Mid 
North Coast the population of the region would become 307,000 and the population of Outer 
Hunter would fall to 221,000.  
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5. Murray Far West 

In 2016 the regional population was 137,000. Jerilderie (Murray Far West) has amalgamated 
with Murrumbidgee (Riverina) to form a new Murrumbidgee council. If this were switched to 
Riverina the population of Murray Far West falls to 135,000. 

6. Newcastle 

In 2016 the regional population was 502,000. Amalgamations affecting this region were 
proposed but seem to have been cancelled. 

7. Northern Inland: regional boundaries unaffected (one merger seems likely to proceed, but is 
internal). 

8. Northern Rivers: regional boundaries unaffected; indeed no amalgamations have taken place.  

9. Orana: regional boundaries unaffected (one merger has taken place but is internal to the 
region). 

10. Outer Hunter 

In 2016 the population of this region was 177,000. Gloucester and Great Lakes have been 
amalgamated with Greater Taree. If these are switched to Mid North Coast the population of 
Outer Hunter would fall to 133,000; if Greater Taree were switched to Outer Hunter the 
population of the region would become 226,000. 

11. Riverina 

In 2016 the population of this region was 143,000. Two amalgamations have crossed the 
regional boundaries. Cootamundra has amalgamated with Gundagai (Southern Inland). 
Including the combined LGA in Riverina would increase the regional population to 147,000. 
Jerilderie has amalgamated with Murrumbidgee including the combined LGA in Riverina with 
would raise the regional population to 148,000. 

12. South coast: There have been no amalgamations affecting this region. 

13. Southern Inland  

In 2016 the regional population was 219,000. Gundagai has amalgamated with Cootamundra 
(Riverina). Shifting Gundagai to Riverina would reduce the regional population to 215,000. 
Shifting Cootamundra to Southern Inland would increase the regional population to 226,000. 

Issues 

Riverina (Murrumbidgee) and Southern Inland (Southern Tablelands) 

Switching Jerilderie to Riverina is no great issue – the area has trade ties to Narrandera, Wagga and 
the MIA towns as much as it does southwards. 

A more important issue is the eastern boundary of the Riverina. This was set to separate the broad-
acre wheat/sheep country from the hillier country to the east, hence Gundagai’s inclusion in 
Southern Inland. An alternative division would recognise the limited transport connections between 
Gundagai, Tumut and Tumbarumba across the ranges to the ACT and the Monaro, and would also 
recognise that most of Southern Inland is in the hinterland of the ACT but Gundagai, Tumut and 
Tumbarumba are not. If Riverina is extended to include (former) Jerilderie, Gundagai, Tumut and 
Tumbarumba its population becomes 161,000 while that of Southern Inland falls to 211,000. 
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The name Riverina was never wholly appropriate since in popular parlance it also covered some of 
the country now in the Murray Far West region. Again, Gundagai, Tumut and Tumbarumba were 
sometimes called the South West Slopes. It would therefore be appropriate to change the name of 
the region to Murrumbidgee, since the region comprises most of the watershed of that river 
downstream of Burrinjuck dam. The main contrary argument is that Murrumbidgee is also the name 
of an LGA which comprises a small part of the region. However there is a precedent in the naming of 
the adjacent Murray region, where the region also includes an eponymous but much smaller LGA. 

Similarly the change of boundaries means that the name ‘Southern Inland’ is no longer appropriate. 
The name was originally chosen to cover that part of southern NSW which is neither coastal nor part 
of the western plains. With the switching of the South West slopes to Murrumbidgee, it is 
appropriate to adopt a more traditional name – Southern Tablelands – for the remaining region. 

Newcastle, Outer Hunter and Mid North Coast (Coastal Hunter, Inland Hunter and North 
Coast) 

With Gloucester and Great Lakes joining Taree and taking the name Mid Coast, it would seem they 
are drafting themselves into Mid North Coast, and indeed as coastal places highly attractive to 
retirees they are eminently suitable for such inclusion. To emphasise that the region’s boundaries 
have changed and to avoid confusion with the Mid Coast LGA, it would be appropriate to change the 
region’s name to North Coast. The argument against this is that the Northern Rivers region is also 
part of the North Coast; indeed the whole of NSW north of Newcastle and below New England 
combines Rivers and Coast. However we note that the region from Grafton to the Queensland border 
has long been known as the Northern Rivers and de facto has relinquished its claim to be considered 
part of the North Coast. 

The two Hunter regions (Newcastle and Outer Hunter) were identified when NIEIR split the populous 
Hunter RDA region into two parts, the idea being to separate the more urban from the more rural 
areas. However the transfer of Gloucester and Great Lakes to North Coast significantly reduces the 
population of Outer Hunter. This provides an opportunity to review the regional split, which has 
become less satisfactory because Outer Hunter has been developing schizophrenic characteristics – 
however much the coal mining areas around Muswellbrook and Singleton attempted to maintain 
their rural tree-change character based on horse studs and vineyards, their development has 
diverged from the coastal retirement resorts. Subtraction of Gloucester and Great Lakes reduces the 
population of the Hunter as a whole to roughly 630000. An even split would give around 300000 
each and could be achieved by adding Lake Macquarie to Newcastle city and forming a region of the 
rest. However, there are strong arguments in favour of a less even split, namely: 

■ Coastal Hunter: Lake Macquarie, Newcastle and Port Stephens; and 

■ Inland Hunter: Cessnock, Maitland, Dungog, Muswellbrook, Singleton and Upper Hunter. 

This has the virtue of splitting the coastal areas (including the city of Newcastle, which is trying to 
reinvent itself as a maritime city and is certainly a major port) from places more dependent on coal 
mining and agriculture. 
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Appendix 5: Indicator explanations 

Regional indicators 

Population 

Residential population by region for 2012 to 2015 is taken from the ABS estimated resident 
population (ERP) series. The 2017 population was derived from household growth for 2015-16 and 
constrained to 2017 state population growth. The 2017 household total was derived by increasing 
the 2016 household total by the number of dwelling approvals. 

No. of households 

The number of households per region uses the ABS Censuses for 2006 and 2011. From the 2011 
benchmark, new residential building approvals data is used to grow the stock of houses in a region. 
This data is provided by the ABS and reported quarterly. If however, the new building approvals data 
is added to the stock in 2011 an over estimation will occur, due to the demolition of old houses. 
Therefore, National Economics uses estimated demolition rates to ensure no double counting occurs. 

Workforce 

Before 2011 the workforce is based on NIEIR’s unemployment level plus employment based on the 
tax statistics.  This is driven forward using a measure of the labour force adjusted for the movement 
of people from the workforce to Disability Support Pensions (DSP). The labour force estimates are 
produced by the Department of Employment (DE). The information is contained in the Small Area 
Labour Markets publication that is produced quarterly. The labour force is defined as the yearly 
average level for 2007 to 2017. The average DE figure is added to the excess movement to disability 
support pensions. Excess movement is defined as any growth in excess of the rate of growth in the 
general population. It is therefore assumed that there is a natural level of people (expressed as a 
percentage of the population) who need to access the DSP. The DSP data is ascertained from the 
Department of Social Security. The rationale for adding in people who move from unemployment 
benefits to disability support is to measure the real labour force. If a person is receiving 
unemployment benefits, they are counted as part of the labour force, however when people move 
from unemployment benefits to the DSP they are excluded. This impacts on the unemployment rate 
which is defined as the number of unemployed divided by the labour force. 

Employment 

Before 2012 this is based on the tax statistics adjusted to NIEIR definitions. This National Economics’ 
measure of employment is the adjusted labour force as defined above, minus the estimated National 
Economics unemployment level.  This means that since some unemployed people will be working a 
small number of hours, the NIEIR employment estimates exclude those employees who are on 
benefits while working a small number of hours. 

NIEIR unemployment 

This is derived from unemployment numbers from DE and the excess disability figure discussed 
above, it combines the official definitions of unemployed with an adjustment for any excess shift to 
Disability Support Pensions. 



National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18    (A.337) 337 

Social Security take-up 

This is a National Economics’ measure derived from Social Security data. It includes all people aged 
16 to 64 years receiving Newstart Allowance, Disability Support Pensions, Parenting Payment – 
Single, and Youth Allowance for non-students/apprentices. It is expressed as a percentage of the 
population aged 16 to 64 years. 

Headline unemployment 

This is the unemployment rate produced by the Department of Employment (DE).  Their Small Area 
Labour Markets publication contains estimates of employment, labour force participation, 
unemployment and the unemployment rate by Statistical Local Areas (SLAs).  NIEIR does additional 
adjustments to the data to smooth the series.  Hence, it is designated the headline unemployment 
rate to denote that it is not exactly equal to the DE series. 

NIEIR structural unemployment 

This is a measure of the level of long-term unemployed as a percentage of the NIEIR workforce. It 
includes all those classified as long-term unemployed, those receiving disability support pensions, 50 
per cent of people from a non-English speaking background receiving Newstart allowance, 50 per 
cent of people receiving single parent’s benefits and all people receiving the mature age allowance. 
This measure excludes people on Newstart allowance short-term and anyone receiving youth 
allowance. It therefore assumes that none of the youth are structurally unemployed. 

Hours per week per working age population  

This is a measure of the amount of work available relative to the number of people available to work. 
In effect it is a measure of underemployment in that a low ratio indicates that the adult population is 
under-utilised in an employment sense. 

Not-Employed share of working age population 

This is a simple measure of those not in employment as per the NIEIR Employment definition, as a 
proportion of the working age population. 

Not in Employment share of working age population (Full Time Equivalent) 

This is similar to the above measure but the employment definition is adjusted to Full Time 
Equivalent and hence adjusts, over time, for shifts in the part-time/full-time balance. 

Income flows and productivity 

Source: ATO Taxation Statistics, National Accounts Data 

This panel uses National Accounts definitions.  All state totals are reconciled to the household 
accounts in the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ “State Accounts”. 

The household disposable income indicator for each region is household disposable income from 
wages and salaries (including supplements, e.g. superannuation contributions) plus benefits and 
business income (adjusted to gross operating surplus basis consistent with the State Accounts) and 
interest and dividends received (including superannuation accrued earnings) and rent income less 
direct taxes, interest paid and depreciation expenses. The ABS ‘other income’ is treated as a 
balancing item. All data are in real dollars, which for this year are in 2014-15 prices. 
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To 2013-14 all data are derived from the postcode tax statistics.  The data is estimated for 
subsequent years using the following series: 

■ wages/salaries; 

■ taxes paid; 

■ benefits; 

■ business income; and 

■ property income. 

Wages/salaries 

The following dot points outline the calculation of the non-farm components of wages and salaries 
income. 

■ Recent growth in income from taxation records provides the trend in income per person that 
can be expected in each region. This measure is required due to the very large differences in 
wage growth at the regional level. 

■ Growth in employment at the local area level is combined with growth in income per 
employee and the base levels of income from Taxation Statistics to produce updates of income 
at the regional level. 

■ State and national account control totals are then used to balance wages and income growth. 

■ As with all information collected from Taxation Statistics the data is converted from postcode 
definitions to ABS regions using the postcode to Local Government Area concordance derived 
from the latest available census. 

Again, farm income is estimated using rainfall data as a proxy for the impact of drought on regional 
incomes. The change in rainfall from long-term average is used as a basis for allocating farm income 
on a regional basis. Farm income cannot be derived from declared taxable income from primary 
production due to problems of declaration and the transfer of losses between tax years. Instead, the 
NIEIR estimate is based on the most recent measure of gross agricultural output converted to a 
realised income measure consistent with the national accounts. This process accounts for differences 
in the relative income-generating capacity of various agricultural activities. By varying the incomes 
derived by our estimate of the impact of drought we obtain a reasonably accurate distribution of 
incomes. 

Taxes paid 

This total income tax paid is the net tax paid after deductions and rebates. It includes the Medicare 
levy as well as the additional Medicare levy for high-income taxpayers. The 2012 figures are based on 
reported taxation statistics. The 2015 to 2017 figures have been estimated using state control totals 
and the estimates of income created earlier.  

Benefits 

This figure is an estimate of the total amount of government benefits as defined in the National 
Accounts, received at the local level. The Local Area distribution of the National Accounts data is 
estimated utilising the postcode distribution of Commonwealth benefits sourced from the Australian 
Taxation Office publication Taxation Statistics and a population component to capture those not 
required to submit tax returns.  
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Business income 

The business income for a region is effectively based on the value of the businesses that operate in 
the region and the relative performance of the economy as a whole. Unfortunately net business 
income as reported in Taxation Statistics does not adequately capture the total impact of business 
income. National Economics utilises small area microsimulation of the value of unincorporated 
businesses based on realised cash flows. Using state control totals and the estimated value of 
business assets the destination of business income can be adequately measured. The changes in 
business income reflect both the evolution of business values through time as well as the macro-
economic trends captured in economy-wide reported values of business income. 

Interest paid 

The amount of interest paid by the household sector is a function of the stock of debt, the nature of 
the debt and interest rates applied. In order to keep abreast of the impacts that the rising level of 
household debt in the late 1990’s National Economics developed a Household Debt Model which 
estimates the impact of debt at the local level. One of the measures derived from this model is the 
amount of interest paid by the household sector on debt. The debts incurred in running 
unincorporated businesses are not included but are used in estimating net business income as 
presented in the table. The debt included covers housing, personal finance and credit card debt. 
These model estimates are balanced to state and national control totals automatically.  

Property income 

Net property income is derived from Taxation Statistics and balanced to state control totals. This 
small measure cannot be updated at the local level and hence National Economics relies on state 
trends to derive the recent year estimates. 

Household disposable income 

The household disposable income estimates are benchmarked to the ABS net (that is after 
depreciation) household disposable income estimates in ABS State Accounts. 

This means an estimate for superannuation supplements is added to wages. Also required (other 
than what has been outlined above) are estimates for: 

(i) imputed owner occupier rental income; and 

(ii) depreciation. 

Imputed owner occupier rental income is based on the value of owner occupied property in a region.  
State totals for the depreciation of household assets are allocated to LGAs on the basis of a weighted 
average of the replacement value of the dwelling stock by LGA and the market value of the dwelling 
stock, and aggregated to regions. 

Resident GRP (local) 

Gross regional product or value added (GRP) comprises wages and salaries plus business income.  
Local GRP excludes the gross surplus of companies, since this is difficult to allocate to any small 
geographic area. This estimate is on a residential basis and hence represents value added by the 
businesses in which the residents work rather than value added by businesses located in the region.   

Place of work (industry) GRP (local) 

Resident GRP is here re-allocated to the region of each resident’s workplace according to the 
commuting patterns documented in the 2011 Census Journey to Work tables. 
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Headline Gross Regional Product (GRP) 

Headline Gross Regional Product (GRP) is a measure of size or net wealth generated by the region’s 
economy. Changes in this figure over time can represent changes in employment, productivity or the 
types of industries in the area. This figure is benchmarked to the National Accounts as produced by 
the ABS. NIEIR’s methodology establishes GRP levels based on the strength of JTW income by 
industry for the region. The methodology allocates much of the mining activity to the production 
region and limits head office activity to professional service GRP rates when they are away from the 
production regions. Similar rules apply to Construction and Tourism related industries. 

Social Security  

Source: Department of Social Security 

Summarised from data published by the Department of Social Security.  

Cash Benefits Share of Disposable Income 

This is simply benefits as a percentage of disposable income. Both components are parts of the 
Income Flows Table data discussed above. 

Population change 

Source: ABS Census  

Based on ABS Census and on National Economics’ population and migration modelling program 
called PopInfo.  

Patent applications per 100,000 people 

This indicator measures the number of patent applications from businesses and individuals over a 
five year time period. It is an average from 2009 to 2014, expressed as the number of patents per 
100,000 residents. Expressing the measure in these terms allows for regional comparisons. 

The patent data is provided by IP Australia. The number of applications was chosen over patents 
granted, due to the long delays associated with the granting of patents. In some cases this can be up 
to 5 years.  

This measure acts as a proxy for scientific innovation, knowledge endowment and entrepreneurial 
dynamism.  

Hi-Tech and IT applications per 100,000 people 

The patent application data is grouped into 31 different classifications. The following classifications 
were identified as ‘Hi-Tech’: 

■ electrical devices and engineering; 

■ information technology; 

■ optics; 

■ instrumentation; 

■ medical engineering; 

■ polymers; 

■ pharmaceuticals; 
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■ biotechnology; 

■ environmental processes; 

■ nuclear engineering; and 

■ space technology, weapons. 

Temperature 

Source: Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology, National, Climate Centre. 

Numbers given are the average minimum and maximum daily temperature for meteorological 
stations in the region. NB: as with all other series in this report, averages are for financial years. 

Rainfall  

Source: Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology, National, Climate Centre, Australian Monthly 
Rainfall. 

Specially requested monthly rainfall data from each available Australian weather station is assigned 
into the appropriate region and then totalled and averaged to generate the average annual rainfall 
for each region. As for all other series in this report, rainfall is for financial years. 

Population 

Source: ABS Estimated regional population 

The ABS publication provides regional and state estimates to 2015. Figures for 2016 are NIEIR 
estimates. 

Household wealth and debt 

All wealth and debt estimates are benchmarked back to the ABS Australian National Accounts – 
Financial Accounts and National ABS estimates for dwelling stock and value of unincorporated 
business assets. 

National financial assets are divided into two types, namely direct income generating financial assets 
and financial assets on which an imputed income is added to household income, namely 
superannuation assets for working households. Direct financial assets are allocated to LGAs on the 
basis of the Taxation Statistics’ interest received data. 

Imputed financial assets are allocated to LGAs using microsimulation modelling based on the ABS 
Household Income Survey (HES) unit record data for 2003-04 and earlier HES years. The same 
procedure is adopted for allocating household total liabilities. For the benchmark years, e.g. 2011, a 
key Census variable in the microsimulation modelling is household mortgage debt service costs. 

The value of unincorporated business assets is derived from the SOR LGA business income estimates, 
which in turn are based on the Taxation Statistics and ABS State Income Accounts. The value of 
housing is based on property values outlined below and Census benchmarks for average rent paid by 
renters. The rental property is allocated back to the LGA of the owners based on rental income 
estimates, which in turn is derived from Tax Statistics. 

The wealth indicator in the tables is equal to value of dwellings owned by residents of an LGA plus 
holdings of financial assets less stock of household liabilities. 

The household debt service ratio equals interest paid on debt plus 0.07 of the outstanding stock of 
liabilities to allow for repayments divided by disposable income. 
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The household income measure used for the debt to income ratio is household disposable income 
plus depreciation plus interest paid. 

Engineering and residential renovation, new residential and, non-residential construction 

Source: ABS publication 8731.0 – Building Approvals Australia 

Building approvals data is converted to constant price values. Forecasts are derived using National 
Economics construction models. 

Shift share decomposition of resident employment and local gross product – resident 

The aggregate national effect measures the change in an industry indicator at the regional level on 
the assumption that this indicator grew at the same rate as the national indicator when aggregated 
across all industries. 

The national industry shift measures the change in the industry indicator for a region on the basis of 
the differential growth between the industry indicator at the national level and the overall aggregate 
growth for the indicator (that is across all industries) at the national level. If the national industry 
growth of the indicator is less than the overall growth of the indicator then the effect at the regional 
level will be negative. 

The regional competitive shift measures the change in the indicator at the regional level due to the 
differential growth between the industry growth for the region and the industry growth at the 
national level. If the last term is positive, it means that the growth of the indicator at the regional 
level for industry i is greater than the national growth of the indicator for industry i.  That is, the 
region is exhibiting (for whatever reason) greater competitiveness in growing the industry compared 
to the national average industry growth benchmark. 

Consumption 

Consumption is defined as in the ABS National Accounts, state accounts. NIEIR has allocated state 
consumption, as estimated by the ABS, to regions according to regional population characteristics 
and incomes, using microsimulation methodology based on the Household Expenditure Survey. 

Housing 

Source: RP Data; various derived statistics on dwellings and income. 

The average value of dwellings is the average value of dwellings sold in the region (both houses and 
flats) as reported by RP Data. It has been deflated by the National Accounts consumption deflator. 

The ratio of average dwelling price to household income is calculated using average household 
disposable income for the region, plus interest paid less the surplus from dwelling ownership. 

The mortgage burden on average dwelling purchase is derived from the ratio of average dwelling 
price to average cash household income less direct tax by assuming that a household purchases a 
dwelling at the average regional price financed by a mortgage at the current mortgage interest rate 
with a deposit of 25 per cent of value. The mortgage thus calculated is reported as a percentage of 
average household income for the region. 

Greenfield construction costs have been calculated separately for houses and apartments from 
approvals data at the LGA level, in both cases with the addition of allowance for land costs. 
Apartment and house costs are averaged using weights which reflect the prominence of each in the 
approvals data. The average cost so calculated is divided by the RESI average value of all dwellings 
sold in the region. Owing to the uncertainties of back-projection the 1990s values should be treated 
with caution. 
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The mortgage burden on new construction is derived from greenfield construction costs using the 
same methodology as for the ratio of mortgage payments to disposable income for the average 
house purchase. The caution concerning 1990s value applies here also. 

Adult population per dwelling derives from the ABS Estimated regional populations, projected by 
NIEIR to 2016. 

Resident and place of work employment and income 

For sources for resident employment see above. Place of work employment is modelled using the 
journey to work matrix derived from the 2011 Census.   Please note that UR is place of residence, and 
POW is place of work. 

Hours and dollars per hour 

The starting point for estimating hours and dollars per hour is the estimation of hours and dollars per 
hour at the 1-digit ANZSIC 2006 level at the State/Territory level.  This is done by deriving total hours 
worked per quarter by industry and State/Territory from the ABS Labour Force Bulletin.  The wages 
and salaries plus mixed income series are tables from the ABS Annual State Accounts Bulletin, 
converted to $/hour by dividing by the estimates of total hours worked by industry.  The annual 
series have then been converted to quarterly series by ensuring that the total industry quarterly 
estimates sum to state wages and salaries plus mixed income series from the ABS Quarterly State 
Accounts. 

Hours of work by industry and dollars per hours at the LGA level for usual residents were estimated 
from a country-wide calculation, per quarter, where the LGA hours and $/hour column income 
constraints were derived as outlined above.  The row constraints were the state industry totals as 
outlined above.  There were also group LGA constraints imposed at the 1-digit industry level derived 
from the quarterly regional estimates from the ABS Labour Force Bulletin. 

The base matrix was derived for 2011.3 from the Census. 

Industry estimates of employment hours of work and $/hour by employment location were obtained 
by projecting workplace employment from the 2011.3 Census benchmark. Floorspace completion 
estimates by building type and by LGA were used to update the 2011.3 matrix of employment by 
location by industry.  The employment location estimates were then estimated by ‘back engineering’ 
via the updated journey to work matrix based on usual residents, employment, hours and dollars per 
hour. 

Finally, because of the erratic nature of the Labour Force data, five and seven quarter moving 
averages were passed through the data. 

Industry groups 

Source: ABS Census data analysed and projected by NIEIR 

Industry groups are defined in ANZSIC. Hi tech industries are defined as above, see under Patents. Hi 
income industries comprise groups B, K, M and N and part of group C (fabricated metals, transport 
equipment and machinery and equipment). Infrastructure services comprise groups P, Q and R – that 
is, they cover social infrastructure (health, education and culture) and exclude public administration 
and physical infrastructure. 

UR  = usual place of residence as recorded at the Census, as distinct from the location where 
 the person may be recorded (e.g. while on holiday). 

POW  = usual place of work, i.e. the location of jobs (imputed sign-on points in the case of 
 mobile jobs) 



National Economics/Australian Local Government Association State of the Regions 2017-18    (A.344) 344 

Local government finance 

Rate collections were sourced as follows. 

NSW: From the Office of Local Government website (rate collections for 2014-15 updated to 
2015-16 by the state control total provided in the ABS government finance statistics).  

VIC: Victoria Grants Commission annual report (adjusting the three year average rate 
revenue to the state control total provided in the ABS government finance statistics).  

QLD: Queensland Grants Commission annual report and Queensland Department of 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning.  

SA: SA Local Government Grants Commission annual report (data for 2014-15 updated to 
2015-16 by the state control total provided in the ABS government finance statistics).  

WA: WA Local Government Grants Commission, “2016-17 Balanced Budget” spreadsheet 
(adjusting the three year average rate revenue to the state control total provided in the 
ABS government finance statistics). 

TAS: Tasmanian Grants Commission (data for 2014-15 updated to 2015-16 by the state 
control total provided in the ABS government finance statistics).  

NT: NT Grants Commission annual report, including both municipal and shire rates though 
the latter are not imposed on property values. (Data for 2014-15 updated to 2015-16 by 
the state control total provided in ABS local government finance statistics.)  

ACT: ABS government finance statistics.  

In all cases rates were general rates as defined in the sources, including compulsory garbage charges.  

Financial assistance grants were sourced from local government grants commission annual reports 
and/or websites 

Roads to recovery: information on the distribution of Roads to Recovery entitlements by LGA was 
obtained from the Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development website 
in May 2016 and pro-rated to the published national total of Roads to Recovery grants for 2014-15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional indicators and data – more indicators and at LGA level 

The full online SOR report available from the ALGA website (alga.asn.au) contains a four page indicator set for 
each SOR region, selected metropolitan cities, Australia and Northern Australia. A similar set of indicator data is 
also available at LGA level from National Economics (www.nieir.com.au). Enquiries for LGA level data should be 
directed to Nick Marinopoulos at National Economics. Phone 03 9488 8444 or email nickm@nieir.com.au. 

http://alga.asn.au/
http://www.nieir.com.au/
mailto:nickm@nieir.com.au
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Figure A5.1:  Key map 

 

1 – Sydney Metropolitan Core 8 – Sydney Parramatta Ryde 38 – SEQ Gold Coast 53 – SA Fleurieu 
2 – Sydney Eastern Shores 9 – Sydney South East 39 – SEQ West Moreton 54 – SA North 
3 – Sydney Mid West 21 – NSW Southern Tablelands 40 – SEQ Logan Redland 56 – Perth Outer North 
4 – Sydney Near West 24 – Melbourne Eastern Inner 41 – SEQ Moreton Bay 57 – Perth Outer South 
5 – Sydney Outer Northern Shores 26 – Melbourne Northern Inner 42 – SEQ Sunshine Coast 65 – NT Darwin 
6 – Sydney Outer South West 27 – Melbourne Northern Outer 49 – Adelaide South  
7 – Sydney Outer West 30 – Melbourne Western 50 – Adelaide North  

 

 


