148 Gunnedah Shire Council NSW

1. Councils call upon the Commonwealth Government to establish a funding stream to be
administered through the respective States and Territories for the sole purpose of Councils
to undertake comprehensive study of bush fire risk to habited towns, villages and
communities throughout their respective Local Government areas.

2. That, further funding is to be available to enable mitigation measures to identified bush fire
risks.

The ALGA Board noted the motion and agreed to refer it to the Hon David Littleproud MP, Minister
for Emergency Management

149 Gunnedah Shire Council NSW

1. That, the National General Assembly calls upon the Commonwealth Government to mandate
that a percent no less than 20% of funds committed to New South Wales TAFE support rural
Institutes to allow apprenticeship courses to be run with no minimum student requirements.

2. That, the National General Assembly calls upon the Commonwealth Government to mandate
that New South Wales TAFE allows composite classes within apprenticeship courses to be
run in Rural Institutes.

The ALGA Board noted the motion and agreed to refer the motion to LGNSW for their consideration
as it is not a national issue.

150 City of Whittlesea VIC

Councils call on the Australian Government to ban all forms of sports gambling advertisements on
broadcast and online platforms.

The ALGA Board noted the motion and agreed to refer it to the Hon Paul Fletcher MP, Minister for
Communications.

151 City of Whittlesea VIC

Councils call on the Australian Government to reinstate the National Rental Affordability Scheme.

The ALGA Board noted the motion and agreed to refer it to the Hon Michael Sukkar MP, Minister for
Housing.

152 Adelaide Plains Council

Councils call on the Australian Government to review the current responsibility for managing
Australian national rail corridors, including, but not limited to, undertaking a review of the Australian
Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Charter with a view to mitigate the risks to public safety (including fire
and flood).

The ALGA Board noted the motion and agreed to refer it to the Hon Michael McCormack MP, Deputy
Prime Minister.















The Hon. David Littleproud MP
Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management
Deputy Leader of the Nationals
Federal Member for Maranoa

Ref: MC20-012889

Mayor David O'Loughlin 16 DET 2070
President . '

Australian Local Government Association

8 Geils Court

DEAKIN ACT 2600

Via email: alga@alga.asn.au

Dear Mayor O’Loughlin

Thank you for your letter of 21 August 2020 concerning motions submitted by your member
Councils to the Australian Local Government Association for debate, which relate to my
portfolio responsibilities. | appreciate the time you have taken to bring these matters to my
attention. Please find following my response to the key areas of members’ areas of interest.

Motions related to Agriculture

The Australian Government invests around $1.1 billion a year in rural research and
development (R&D) through the rural R&D corporations (RDCs), Cooperative Research
Centres, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO),
universities, the R&D Tax Incentive and other programs. A key role of RDCs is to invest in
R&D to address emerging issues, such as reduced water availability, for the industries they
serve. AgriFutures Australia invests in R&D to support new and emerging industries, and to
address challenges shared by multiple agricultural industries. Agrifutures Australia’s
Emerging National Rural Issues program is a key example of cross-RDC coordination and
collaboration, alongside the National Farmers’ Federation and the Department of Agriculture,
Water and the Environment, to address shared issues.

Although those involved in the agricultural innovation system, including local governments,
are already delivering benefits from innovation to levy payers and the broader Australian
community, there is more work to be done. This is why the government has announced an
ambitious reform agenda that will modernise Australia’s agricultural innovation system and
deliver the transformational productivity gains needed to achieve a $100 billion sector by
2030. To deliver this reform agenda, the government will:

. Develop a National Agricultural Innovation Policy Statement, which will include
new ambitious, mission-oriented innovation priorities to stimulate investment and
action on important cross-sectoral issues
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. Develop a Digital Foundations for Agriculture Strategy to set the foundatlons for
digital growth and opportunity across the sector

. Work with RDCs to deliver digital platforms that support uptake of innovation and
commercialisation outcomes ‘

. Scale up agricultural innovation hubs and precincts and work with industry to
strengthen extension, adoption and commercialisation

For more information about the National Agricultural Innovation Agenda, visit
agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/innovation/national-ag-innovation-agenda.

‘The government recognises the important role of Australia’s farming, food processing and
packaging industries play in food security. Due to the work of these industries we have an

-abundant supply of top quality fresh food produced from all parts of the country that ensures
there will be plenty of food on the table, with over 90 per cent of fresh produce sold in
Australia domestically grown. Our strong food security position will help industry reach the
goal of a $100 billion agriculture industry by 2030. A report released by the Australian Bureau
of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences on 17 April 2020 found Australia is
one of the most food secure countries in the world. The report found that despite temporary
shortages of some food items in supermarkets in March and April, caused by an unexpected
surge in demand, Australia does not have a food security problem. Australia producers
substantially more food that it consumes, exporting about 70 per cent of agricultural
production.

The government’s 2020-21 Budget demonstrates strong commitment to rural and regional
Australia, and support for the farm sector’'s ambition of a $100 billion industry by 2030. For

more information, visit nationals.org.au/ag2030.

Motions related to Drought

The government is listening to farmers, small businesses and regional communities. Drought
is an enduring, regular feature of the Australian landscape, and while it is not a natural
disaster, its impacts can be disastrous. That is why the government continues to step up for
farmers and regional communities across the three pillars of our long-term drought
Response, Resilience and Preparedness Plan, committing more than $10 billion in
assistance for this drought, and for preparing Australia for future droughts. Managing drought
requires a combined effort, and in 2018 the Australian, state, and territory governments
signed the National Drought Agreement to create a collaborative environment for drought
‘management. ' '

The Future Drought Fund is an important part of the Government’s Drought Response,
Resilience and Preparedness Plan to deliver the support Australian farmers and communities
need to be sustainable and productive. In 2020-21, eight foundational programs will be
progressively rolled out delivering triple bottom line outcomes to build resilience to the
impacts of drought and climate change. We are funding best practice business planning,
information for decision-making, the adoption of research and technologies, and ways to
improve the resilience of the soil and vegetation on which farmers depend. Communities will
also benefit through improved regional planning, networks and leadership capabilities, and
small-scale infrastructure projects. You can find more information regarding the Fund’s
current opportunities at agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/future-drought-fund.



The government is taking immediate action to support those in drought. For example,
through the Regional Investment Corporation over $4 billion in concessional loans is being
provided to assist farmers and regional small businesses. A range of initiatives are also
supporting communities including a $301 million commitment to the Drought Communities
Programime Extension and funding for a drought-stream of the Building Better Regions Fund
and targeted Roads to Recovery Projects. We are also supporting long-term resilience with -
$5 billion committed to the Future Drought Fund to prepare Australia’s farmers and regional
communities for the next drought, including support for councils, small businesses and
research and development. This expansion of government assistance will build capacity
across our communities and build a more resilient Australia.

The 2020-21 Budget highlights the government’s ongoing commitment to support drought
affected farmers and communities. '

Motions related to Emergency Management

| am pleased that the ALGA member councils appreciate the importance of well-coordinated
efforts in meeting our collective responsibility to reduce the risk and impact of disasters and
to build resilience at the national and local level. The government provides comprehensive
support to the states including through the jointly funded Disaster Recovery Funding

~ Arrangements to help with the costs of providing relief and recovery assistance to disaster
affected communities and the National Partnership Agreement on Disaster Risk Reduction to
enable the delivery of risk reduction initiatives within jurisdictions.

I also note that the government, in response to recent unprecedented disaster events,
established the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster which has heard evidence
in relation to several of the issues raised in your letter. The government will consider
recommendations arising from the Royal Commission following its scheduled conclusion on
28 October 2020.

The 2019-20 Black Summer bushfires were unprecedented in their scale and impact.

Over 3,000 homes were destroyed, 33 lives lost, over 1 billion animals perished and .

12 million hectares burnt. The unprecedented extent of the fires required a new approach to
relief and recovery in Australia. On 6 January 2020, the Prime Minister, the Hon. Scott
Morrison MP, announced the establishment of the National Bushfire Recovery Agency
(NBRA), to co-ordinate national recovery and to partner with state and territory governments,
charities and industry to support community recovery. In addition, more than $2 billion has
been provided to support bushfire recovery through the National Bushfire Recovery Fund.
This is in addition to funding and support provided through existing disaster support funding
mechanisms. The NBRA continues to work with industry groups, charities, local and state
governments to ensure support is reaching those with the greatest need.

Flaxleaf fleabane is widely naturalised across Australia, and is a major cropping weed in
southern Queensland and northern New South Wales. The weed has become resistant to
herbicides such as glyphosate in some areas. State and territory governments and
landholders are primarily responsible for the on-ground management of flaxleaf fleabane,



and the Australian Local Government Association should raise its concerns regarding the
control of the weed in relation to the New South Wales Biosecurity Act and Weed Action
program directly with the New South Wales Government.

The government provides leadership and coordination, and invests in research and
development, to improve established weed management where it is in the national interest,
including through the Established Pest Animals and Weeds Management Pipeline Program.
For more information, visit agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/pest-animals-and-weeds.

The 2020-21 Budget highlights the government’s ongoing commitment to support recovery
from bushfires and other natural disasters, and to build resilience for future events

The government provided funding to AgriFutures Australia, through rounds 2 ($6.2 million
(2016-20)) and 4 ($7.49 million (2019-22)) of the Rural R&D for Profit program, to suppdrt
research into potential biological control agents for major weeds including flaxleaf fleabane.
Flaxleaf fleabane was approved as a candidate for biological control by all jurisdictions in
2017. More information can be found at agrifutures.com.au.

Thank you for raising this matter.

Yours sincerely

/’7

DAVID LITTLEPROUD MP



THE HON JASON WOOD MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CUSTOMS, COMMUNITY SAFETY AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

Ref No: MC20-025335

Mayor David O'Loughlin

President

Australian Local Government Association
8 Geils Court

DEAKIN ACT 2600

Dear Mayor

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 August 2020 concerning motions from
councils relating to immigration, citizenship, migrant services and multicultural
affairs. The Acting Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and
Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Alan Tudge MP, has asked that | respond on his behalf.

In regard to motion 101, Australia is committed to its international obligations set out
in the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol and
other international human rights conventions to which it is a party. Australia does not
return individuals to situations where they face persecution or a real risk of torture,
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, arbitrary deprivation of life or
the application of the death penalty.

Individuals who arrive lawfully in Australia seeking asylum, who are found to engage
Australia’s non-refoulement (non-return) obligations may be granted permanent
protection, subject to fulfilling relevant visa criteria and the health, character and
security requirements that apply to all Australian visas.

Unlawful arrivals are only eligible for temporary protection if they are found to
engage Australia’s protection obligations. This upholds the Australian Government’s
commitment to process and recognise the protection claims of people who have
arrived illegally, while at the same time guaranteeing that people smugglers do not
have a ‘permanent Protection visa product’ to sell.

Immigration detention is part of strong border control and supports the integrity of

Australia's migration program. In Australia, immigration detention is administrative
not punitive. It helps manage temporary entry and permanent migration programs.

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600
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A person who does not hold a valid visa is an unlawful non-citizen, and must be
detained under the Migration Act 1958 (the Act). Whether the person is placed in an
immigration detention facility (IDF), or other arrangements are made, is determined
using a risk-based approach. The safety of the Australian community is an important
factor in this decision.

Under the Act, detention is not limited by a set timeframe; rather, it ends when the
person is either granted a visa or is removed from Australia. The timeframe
associated with either of these events is dependent upon a number of factors,
including identity determination, developments in country information, and the
complexity of processing due to individual circumstances relating to health, character
or security matters. These assessments are completed as expeditiously as possible
to facilitate the shortest possible timeframe for detaining people in IDFs.

Most unlawful non-citizens are released from immigration detention by being granted
bridging visas that enable them to live in the community while they await a visa or
review decision, or make arrangements to depart Australia. Individuals on a bridging
visa with work rights, and who have the capacity to work, are expected to support
themselves while their immigration status is being resolved.

Asylum seekers granted a bridging visa may also have access to a range of
Government services. This includes Medicare and the public health system,
education for school-aged children, assistance with finding employment (if they have
work rights), and the Government’s Status Resolution Support Services (SRSS)
program, if eligible.

The SRSS Program provides support for certain non-citizens who are in the
Australian community temporarily while their immigration status is being determined.
SRSS provides short-term, tailored support to individuals who are unable to support
themselves while they engage with the Department of Home Affairs to resolve their
immigration status. Tiered services are provided to address barriers that may
impede an individual’s ability to resolve their immigration status — either the grant of
a substantive visa or departure from Australia.

In regard to motion 104, the Commonwealth Coordinator General for Migrant
Services was appointed in December 2019 within the Department to provide national
leadership and drive better settlement outcomes for refugees and migrants with

a focus on employment, English language acquisition and community integration.
The Coordinator-General and her Office are building relationships and working
closely with federal departments, state and territory governments, industry, the
community sector and refugees and migrants and are working collaboratively with
other Commonwealth Government agencies to develop a more rigorous approach to
defining and measuring settlement outcomes for refugees, humanitarian entrants
and other migrants with specific settlement assistance needs.
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In regard to motion 107, the Government acknowledges the importance that local
government councils play in hosting citizenship ceremonies on behalf of the
Department. This longstanding arrangement is highly valued by the Government, as
local government councils continue to be the most appropriate organisations to hold
ceremonies and provide a formal, local welcome to their newest citizens.

While local government councils do not receive direct funding from the Department
to conduct citizenship ceremonies, the Government (through the Department of
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications) provides
Financial Assistance Grants to local government under the Local Government
(Financial Assistance) Act 1995.

The grants are paid to state and territory governments according to population, for
immediate distribution to local governing bodies. The grants are untied in the hands
of local government, allowing councils to spend the grants in accordance with local
priorities. Although citizenship legislation specifies certain mandatory requirements
for the conduct of citizenship ceremonies, they are minimal in nature. The provision
of gifts and social elements, such as music and refreshments, are at the discretion of
each council.

The Department continues to work with local government councils in supporting the
reduction of their on-hand caseloads. Due to the risks and restrictions associated
with providing in-person ceremonies as a result of COVID-19, the Department
implemented online ceremonies from 31 March 2020. This has resulted in a reduced
number of approved applicants awaiting ceremony, from the peak of 97,966 people
in the week ending 24 April 2020, to 22,403 people as at 31 August 2020,

a reduction of 75,252 people (77 per cent). The ability for local government councils
to ensure new citizens are conferred in a timely manner will be greatly assisted by
this measure.

The Department’s citizenship ceremonies teams in each jurisdiction undertake
regular contact with local government councils, and have been working with councils
to support their transition back to in-person ceremonies where COVIDSafe
requirements can be met.

Thank you for raising these matters.

Yours sincerely

7
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SENATOR THE HON. JONATHON DUNIAM

Assistant Minister for Forestry and Fisheries
Assistant Minister for Regional Tourism
Deputy Manager of Government Business in the Senate
Liberal Senator for Tasmania

MC20-000719

Mayor David O'Loughlin

President

Australian Local Government Association
8 Geils Court

DEAKIN ACT 2600

‘A
Dear Maﬁughlin é“"v‘ |

Thank you for your letter of 21 August 2020 to Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham,
Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment regarding a motion submitted by a council(s) to
the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) for debate at ALGA’s National
General Assembly (NGA). Minister Birmingham has asked me to reply on his behalf, and

I apologise for my delay in responding to you.

I note the cancellation of this year’s NGA because of COVID-19, and that the ALGA Board
agreed that motions of strong community concern, where appropriate, should be referred to
the Australian Government. I note also that you have informed the council(s) who submitted
motions, that you have referred a motion to Minister Birmingham and that your intention is to
publish my response on the ALGA website to inform discussion at the 2021 NGA.

The Australian Government’s priority since the emergence of the pandemic has been to
protect the health of all Australians. Measures put in place to suppress the virus, such as travel
restrictions, social distancing and limits on social gatherings, have largely been successful in
flattening the curve and slowing the growth of cases in Australia. Various flare-ups show the
importance of continued discipline and vigilance. The task now is to ensure Australians can
return to work in a COVID-safe workplace.

COVID-19 has resulted in the most severe global economic crisis since the Great Depression.
In response, the Morrison Government committed unprecedented support, saving lives,
cushioning the blow and helping Australians remain in work. Our Economic Recovery Plan,
outlined in the October Budget, will create jobs, rebuild our economy and secure Australia’s
future. In addition to the Government’s unprecedented support measures such as JobSeeker
and JobKeeper payments, the October Budget committed an additional $25 billion in direct
COVID-19 response measures, as well as our $74 billion JobMaker plan to ensure Australians
can get back to work as soon as it is safe to do so.
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As the Assistant Minister for Regional Tourism, I am acutely aware of the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the tourism industry. The industry was affected early with the onset
of COVID-19 through the closure of international borders, and then with domestic movement
and travel restrictions. I also recognise the industry will be one of the last to fully emerge -
from the crisis as it will be some time before international borders fully re- open. That is why
the Government has responded comprehensively with whole of economy measures and also -
with targeted measures for the tourism industry recognising that it was disproportionately
affected by the pandemic.

The motion you have referred to me calls on the (State and) Commonwealth Governments to
provide effective support to Councils dealing with high visitation impacts on iconic
Australian destinations, by exploring additional funding support and/or revenue raising
initiatives that can be used to help meet the costs of servicing visitation and improving the
sustainability of these areas.

You would be aware that since you wrote the Government has made a number of significant
announcements of support for the tourism industry, which have positive implications for local
government in terms of bringing visitors back to regions and improving sustainability of
areas, providing businesses and governments at all levels with more revenue which may be
directed towards local costs of servicing visitors. ‘

In the October Budget, the Morrison Government announced the next phase of our tourism
recovery plan, with over $400 million dollars of support directly targeted to tourism recovery,
including providing record funding to Tourism Australia. This is in addition to a suite of
measures that will benefit the tourism industry, including the JobMaker hiring credit, tax cuts
for over 11 million Australians, and a cash flow boost for companies with a turnover up to

$5 billion by allowing them to temporarily, up to June 2022, offset tax losses against previous
profits and tax paid in or after 2018-19 through a temporary loss carry back.

As part of the 2020-21 Budget measures, the Government announced the $50 million
Recovery for Regional Tourism Fund to support nine tourism regions which are heavily

reliant on international tourism. The Recovery for Regional Tourism program will help
businesses in these regions to retain and create jobs by driving visitation, spurring demand
and improving product diversity to attract visitors. This will help regions achieve greater
leverage from the domestic tourism market and to ensure there is a vibrant, internationally
focused tourism industry still in place when international visitors return.

Also, as part of the Budget, the Government announced an additional round of the Building
Better Regions Fund (BBRF). This round provides $200 million for projects to boost local
infrastructure in regional communities, $100 million of which will be dedicated to
tourism-related infrastructure, delivering targeted support for regional tourism. This BBRF
round is expected to open late this year.

A range of projects funded under the $1 billion COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Fund have
also assisted in maintaining regional tourism attractions, boosting tourism visitation and
preserving Australia’s environment as part of the Government’s economic recovery plan.
Similarly, funding under the $76 million Regional Tourism Bushfire Recovery Package has
continued to provide assistance to those regions affected by the summer bushfires.

In partnership with industry and state and territory governments, we are continuing to deliver
our plan to fight the virus and protect lives, while helping businesses through the economic
impacts, and seeking to build confidence and momentum in our economy to come out of this
pandemic in as strong a position as possible.



Our aim, which accords with and supports the motion, is to provide effective targeted support
to regional Australia which will improve the long term sustainability of these areas, including
those local governments dealing with the impacts of high visitation on iconic destinations.

Our tourism industry is incredibly resilient and has bounced back in the past from other crises.
I have no doubt that will be the case again, even in these unprecedented times.

Thank you again for your letter and for sharing the motion from your ALGA member
council(s).

Yours sincerely

l;. /1 /2020



Senator the Hon Marise Payne
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Women
MC20-007016

Mayor David O'Loughlin

President

Australian Local Government Association
8 Geils Court

DEAKIN ACT 2600

Dear Mayor

Thank you for your letter regarding the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW).

Australia is strongly committed to continue our work toward the ultimate goal of a world
without nuclear weapons. Achieving this will require painstaking efforts over a number of
years.

Australia actively engages in pragmatic and effective steps to advance nuclear disarmament.
These include: strengthening the cornerstone Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT);
working with States on nuclear disarmament verification, risk reduction, and transparency
measures; encouraging arms control talks among those in possession of nuclear weapons;
and promoting entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty.

The Australian Government considers that the TPNW does not amount to an effective
measure to pursue non-proliferation and disarmament, and is not in Australia’s interests.
The TPNW was negotiated without the involvement of a single country in possession of
the weapons it seeks to eliminate and none proposes to ratify the treaty. The Treaty has
deepened divisions between nuclear weapon and non-nuclear weapon states, arguably
making disarmament more difficult. The Treaty risks undermining the NPT and the
Government further considers it incompatible with our US alliance arrangements.

Yours sincerely

MARISE PAYNE
30 NOV 2020

Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women
Parliament House, CANBERRA ACT 2600
Commonwealth Parliamentary Offices, SYDNEY NSW 2000



