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DISABILITY INCLUSION:

Housing, Homelessness and Community
Supports

Housing and community support are central to inclusion and wellbeing for people with disabilities.
Access to safe, stable, and accessible housing underpins independence, security, and participation in
community life. People with disabilities are more likely to experience housing stress, live in unsuitable
housing and rely on social or supported housing, representing a significant proportion of those
accessing specialist homelessness services. Limited accessible and affordable housing, combined
with gaps in local support, can increase the risk of housing instability and homelessness. Local
councils play an important role in shaping these outcomes through planning, service delivery and
partnerships, contributing to more inclusive housing options and connected communities that
support safe and independent living.

Key challenges e Navigating housing options, supports and long-term planning is
complex and time-consuming, limiting access to suitable and
secure housing for people with disability.

e Limited supply of accessible and affordable housing reduces
independence.

What councils cando | ® Improving visibility of options and connections to services helps to
assist decision-making for community members navigating housing.

e Councils consider ways to unlock underutilised land for accessible
and social housing development and promote accessibility through

planning community infrastructure.

Scan the QR code for further information and access to the Guide
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Homelessness
Key challenges

Negative community attitudes and low community engagement
contribute to the exclusion of people with disabilities experiencing
homelessness.

People with disabilities experiencing homelessness face heightened
barriers to accessing and navigating support systems, leading to
isolation and reduced engagement with services.

What councils can do

Community supports

Councils encourage human-centered responses and pathways for
homelessness support for community members with disabilities.
Engaging in efforts of coordinated outreach to help people connect
with services and navigate support systems.

Key challenges

Homelessness, youth vulnerability and disability often overlap,
requiring dynamic council responses.

People with disability often experience systemic service gaps,
making it difficult to access culturally safe, coordinated and
accessible support.

What councils can do

Councils help build trust within the community through coordinated
place-based approaches which strengthen engagement and
connect people to appropriate services.

Partnership with people with disability and homelessness services
improves visibility of culturally safe and accessible support for
communities.

Scan the QR code for further information and access to the Guide




